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1944 CHAMPIONSHIP CONTEST

TO BE HELD AT DETROIT, JUNEK 15, 16 and 17

Convention dispensed with because of emergeney

After lengthy discussion, the Board of Directors, ar the
Midwinter Meeting, Hotel Statler, Detroit, January
13th, decided to hold rthe Society’s 1944 Contest and
Conference at the Book-Cadillac Hotel, Derroit, June
13-17. By unanimous vate of the Board, it was decided,
n view of rthe continuing crowded condition of the rail-
roads and the impessibility of wmotor transportation, to
dispense with a 1944 Convention as these have heen
known in past yvears, The Contest and Conference which
will take the place of the Convention will consist of only
the Annual Business Meeting of the Board of Directors,
conferences and round tables of Chapter Presidents and
Secreraries, and the Society’s Sixth Annual National
Barbershop Quarter Contest.

The necessity for the development and encouragement
of entertaimment units that are capable of and chat will
contribute to the war effort and to service and civilian
morale amply justifies the holding of this streamlined
Contest and Conference. To members of the Society this
is indeed quite obviens. Those outside need only glance
at the splendid record of the quartets and choruses that
have been developed in the last few years under the Soci-
ety’s auspices to be thoroughly convinced.

Division of Responsibilify

Realizing that all members of the Society have more
than enough ta do these davs without heing saddled with
the responsibility of putting on even such a comparatively
simple aHair as the 1944 event will be, the Board Mem-
bers themselves will supervise the alfaiv and will divide
the virious functions among a number of Michigan
Chapters.  Thus, derails of the five preliminaries wiil
be in the hands of the Oakland County boys, Program
Advertising and Sale of Finals tickets go to Detroit, Fri-
day evening event will he planned and supervised by
Saginaw and Muskezon. Qther Michigan Chapters will
be called upon as the need arises,

T'he Book-Cadillac Hotel is to be headguarters where
all prelhmnaries, business and other sessions of the Con-
ference are to be held, excepting the Finals, which will
be held in the Masonic Temple Main Auditorium (capac-
ity 4600). The first preliminary contest wil) be held
Thursday night: second Friday morning: third, Friday
afternoon; fourth Saturday morning; Afth, Saturdav
afternoon.  Friday nighe will be given over to an assem-
bly, partly serious, partly fun. New and retiring presi-
dents will give short talks.  Achievement Awards, etc.,
will be made to various Chapters. Seceond half of the
program will be a series of stunts, special numbers, etc..
by quartets and various members of the Souiety. No part
of the Finals on Saturday night will be broadeast because
of likelihood of interference with the orderly mavement
of the program.

Judging Radically Revised

Important changes have been made in the judging
setup, There will be eight judges, four alternate judges
and ftwo timekeepers,  The same eight judges will sit
throughour all five preliminaries and Finals. The alrer-
nates will sit also and will score all quartets, so that in
the event any regular judge is forced to drop out, his scor-
ing will be discarded cntirely and that of one of che
alternates substituted,  Prefiminary winners are a thing
of the past. No quartet will know where it stands until
after the last preliminary on Saturday afrernoon. The
top hiteen quartets in the scoring will then be posted and
will be eligible to compete in the Finals that evening.

The rule regard'iug costumes is the same as in the past:
any sujtable, neat, good looking ourfit or uniform. How-
ever, a departure this vear from past usage is the offer
of a prize for the best “Gay 90°s” outfits.

Speaking of prizes, each member of the “top 5 Final-
ists” will receive (0. C. Cash Medallions, donated by
Qakland County Chapter.  Members of aif “Finalist”
quarters will receive solid gold lapel emblems. Each
member of each competing quartet will receive a wail
plaque, commemorating the oecasion.

The registration fee for the Conference will be $3.00,
plus tax. This fee will include a reserved seat at the
Finals. For non-registrants, Finals tickers will be $1.50,
plus tax, entry to each prelininary contest, 50 cents. plus
tax.  Registration will, of course, entitle one to attend
all prelims, also the Friday night get-together, and a copy
of the ofticial Souvenir Program. Registration hy mail
will start March [5th for Society members outside of
.i\flfchfgﬂn_, and on April 13ch for Society members in
Michigan.  (See additional story CONCErniing registralion
on Page 18.)

Peoria Chapter of SPEBSQSA

Presents

“THE SHOW OF SHOWS”

SING TO VICTORY
May 7th at 2 O’clock
AT THE SHRINE MOSQUE, PEQRIA, ILLINOIS

* The Leading Quarlets of the Society will Appear.

% The Corn Belt Chorus of 200 voices—
with John Hanson, Director

+ After Glow after Show for Members ang Wives—
All Sociely Members are Invited

% Thrills and Smiles lor those Miles.
DON'T MISS IT
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JUDGES WILL 1LOOK AND LISTEN

AT DETROIT... BUT MOSTLY LISTEN

Supplementing  the recommendation for judging, as
made by Chairman Frank H. Thorne's conm ':Ltt-' and
.mprovt'cl by the National Board, printed on this page,
judges ar Detroit in June will be instructed to judge on
iour subjecrs: Ff{zrmoru Aeccuracy—3X) p-nnrs: ol
Expression—2300 points ; Song d rrangements—-300 paints:
and Stave Presence-Costume—100 points, divided 307500
Fotal points 1,000,

T'here will be bwo indges for each subject—a roral of
eight judges whose possible total points could he 2,000
for a perfect quarter. Essentially, the average fizure of
the two judges on any subject will be the fizure credited
to the quartet. Fxample—one judge gives a quarter 200
on Harmeny Accuracy, another gives the gquarter 220,
The quarter will receive 420 points our of the possible
2000, The same procedure applies to the other three
subjects.

Harmony dccuracy

Flatting, sharping, sliding off an pitch, hitting a com-
pletely wrong note or several, anything that detracts from
the accuracy of the harmony will draw demerits fram the
judges.

Foice Expression

Judges in this category will listen for blend. attack and
release of notes, time (do they “drag” roe much—aor
slide too fast over a passage), shading (loud here, soft
there, etc.), in a word Expression that cnhances or de-
tracts from a number.

Arrangeninls

Since our style of singing is notable for irs freedom
from conventional styvles, judges will wve credic for un-
wsual arrangements, the Little touches thar send thrills
up the spines of pood barbershoppers.  They will penal-
ize in greater or less degree when a quarter fails to hir
srtite |-crferrI-. obvious chord that would have added to
the effect of the song.  Judges will be charitabie wr all

times.  They do not expect every qu: arter to have arrange-
ments that “lift you out of vour sez On the othe:
hand they will subtract paints when & guarter goes inmo a
chord or series of chards thar may sound spectacular hos
cind up “out on a limb In other wornls loz-
ical sequences of harmony must be used, even thoupgh rhey
are unusual.,  As o oiv credit to a quarter thar uses a
“Seciery arrangement” and adds a1 few ariginal touches of
it< own, as azainst using the “Sociery arrangement’
straight, the former quartet would be rated highest for
the reason thar all society arrangements are only designed
as a good point from which 1o stare and variation should
be encouraged.

Y ammewhere.

S”f””lr’.?:\'

Judges will be chusen for their known ability o judge
in a particular bracket, and far their integrity and sense
of tolerance and fairness. They will rake no pleasure in
penalizing, but will be there with eves and ears open.
hoping for the best.

Stage Presence-Costume

Judges will observe how a quarter walks on. how it
stands, whether its facial expression 15 “wooden or ani-
mated, any little pieces of 'stage business” such as a ges-
ture, a move or whatever might aid in putting a song
across.

They will also judge eostume, and will immediately
deduct 30 points for a quarter appearing in ordinary street
clothes.  Thar does not mean that well chosen street
clothes will draw a penalty. 1f streer clothes are worn,
they should be suits thar are all alike, wirh identical tics,

They will be judged on neatness of appearance, A
guartet that wears “Cray M”05 likely to be given
preference over a quarter that is more madern. By “Gay
3,7 we do not mean grotesque caricatures of stvles of
that period. Good taste existed then as it does now.
LEarlier period attire will have one advantare in that a
special prize is being ofiered for the best “Gay Uk Cos-
[UI’]'JEd” fO'.Ir. ’

Rules for 194141 Comtest

nial Board, meeting in Derroir, Tan. 15, 1944, unani-
mously approved the following recommendations for judging
as prepared by a comenitree consisting of Frank H. Thoarne,
Chairman; Phil Embury, Warsaw, N. Y.; Dempster Hove,
Clayton; George McCaslin Mainstreeters), Tulsa; Bern
Pheips (Kansas City Barber Pole Cawst; Maurice Reagan, Pires-
burgh: Frank Rice (Okiex), Bardesville; and Fred Sahlender
(Harmony Kings), Sprinhgeld, HL

Therefore the following rules will govern rthe June 15-16-17
contests in Detroit this year, and future conrests= unless revised
upan future experiences.

Chairman Therne in reporting states that no point in the
follpwing was considered settled if more than one member of
rthis unwsually competent commiwee disagreed. Tt is understood
that the following vonstitutes whar is practically unanimous
agreement throughout:

RULLES

1. The fifteen highest praded quarlels from preliminury cuntests shall
compete in the finals regardless of which prellminney ithey sang in.

ro

‘Ne annovncement of preliminary winners shall be made wntil all
preliminaries have ended and the entire list of Analisls i= available.

weh contest.

4 wha =hal
: T ouse if and when n
) T I be two tlrr. keepers

1 their score

4. Judges shull mel ws specinlists and be nssigned 1o jmlbge scorineg
feature= ol bows
2 w
2 1w 1 P blendi, et
2 o juilge arrnnger
2 to judpe stuge presence anid costume,
2. A judge shall zeoare palnis ne fallows necorling o the fealire to
which he is assirned:
5 fo
Barmony ACSULACY . ... -uit e nisnnivsoness
Vaic pressic 5
Arrangement ... ... ..., -, DN g e s 30 ypis,
f PP vl
.............................. 50—~ 100 pis,
................................. ;. 1000 prs.—4 Juilges

6. “Song selection”™ shall he dropped f(rom the judges’ tally sheat.
but religious and patristic sumhers shall be barred from compeli-
tion.

[Continued on pext pagel

¢
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7. Songs considered inappropriate may be pennlized_by the judges in
their scoring, but no number properly rendered in the barbershop
style shall be penalized hecanse of its date of publicalion.

o

A quartet sha}! be limited to singing (wo numbers or miedleys, bul
musi not exceed gix minutes total singing Lime, (Penally: one
point shall be deducted from each judge's seore for each second or
fraction thereol that a quartet exceeds the time limit as deler-
mined by the average of the overtime recorded by the limekecpsrs.)
9, Champions of other vears ghsall not be eligible for competition un-
less only Lwo members of Lhe ariginal quartel nre members oi =
new quariet which may then compele under a different name.
10, Mo singer may sing in more Lhan oné competing quaclet in pre-
liminaries or final contesL
1l. A special prize shall be provided fur the Lest ""Gay Ninetles™” cos-
tume woirn by any quartet competing in the preliminaries. The
two judges responsible for *“‘s{age presence and costume” score shall
seleet the winners who shall be presented with their prize while
the judges are compuling their scores of the finals contest.
12. Any quartet not ready to perform in the Finals Coatest when
callied upoen o do so shall be pennlized Ave points by each judge.
Sueh quartet shall be moved into the nexl pasilion on the program
and shall again be penulized additional points for each oifense and
this plan repealed until they appear. The Master of Ceremonies
and his assistant shull sign a penaby slip to be delivered lo the
head judge immediately following Lhe end of the contest, showing
the number of Inte penaltics which gccurred.

13, Quariels shall be seeded in the preliminary rontests in gecordanec
with ability and aveilnhility.

Chairman Thoerne commenis:

“It s of special interest to note that in the future the 15
finalist quarters will be picked from any preliminary. The
judges’ scoring will be carefully preserved rhrough all of the
preliminaries and the IS top quartets selected afrer the lasi
prelizninary bas been scored. This is rhe reason, of course,
thac the total paints run to 1060 for each of the four judge
assignments.  This will give more room for scaring and of
course with § judges, the absolutely perfect quartet would obtain
2000 peints. {Try and get iw)”

In uddition to the above rules, the following recommendations
were made:

O e e A A N A A A RN AN N

Featuring
TOP QUARTETS OF THE SOCIETY

April 15th, 1944 .

|
|

THE FIRST GREAT LAKES INVITATIONAL

In the Setting of the 1942 Contest

GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN

)

1. Tt is imperative thal the location and facilities prqvi@ed ivdges be
improved, tveu to the point of having the judmes within actual ear-
shot of thu singers.

r

The best possible microphone equipment must be provided, includ-
ing volume control indicator. Loeal vadip Lechnicians should be
consulied and & radio enrineer (not a loecal '“electrieian’) should
be emploved Lo operale such eauipment.

3. Tingineer and sound egquipment Lo he used in the Anals should be
maide avoilable immediately followlng the last preliminary contest
g0 thnt Analist quartets may rehearse o obtain maximum per-
formanee,

The committee report further points out, rather empharically,
that all the rules and regulations in the world can not create a
goond judge out of a poor ane. The rules and regulations were
subrnitted wich the hope that they would better define the dniies
and scope of the contestanis and of che judges' activities.

Presidemt Hal Siaab and our General Secretary, Carroll
Adams, pardicipated in 1the entire work of the committee in con-
siderable derail and gave many helpful suggestions and excellen:
advice.

The Sociely should congratulate itseli on having such a
complete oulline prepared hy these men who have brought
their experiences as competitors and judges to bear an this im-
portant matter of judging.—Ed,

WATCH YOUR RADIO

It vou keep in close touch with your radio you mighe
be surprised and pleased to hear the golden voices of
our top flight quartets singing yvour favorite numbers,
The Champions—Chicago Harmonizers—and the top-
flight Barber Pole Cats of Kansas City have cut records,
for radio use only, which World Wide will soon be dis-
tributing to some of the rudio stations. This should bring
much favorable publicity to the Society and enlarge our
circle of friends and enthusiasts.

S.P.E.B.S. Q.S A
GRAND RAPIDS CHAPTER

( Michigan Number 4)

. Civic Auditorium
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Stub Pencil Notes From Mid - Winter Meeting

The January Meeting is zlways primarily a working
session for the men who do the heavy work of the Society.
Directors started committee meetings on Friday—some
worked far into the night—and 22 were on hand bright
and early Saturday morning, January 15th, in Hotel Stat-
ler. The others couldn’t get away from husiness long
enough to get to Detroit, but they'll be on hand in June,
Tc would be an eye opener to the average member to see
the amount of work and conscientious effort poured into
these meetings—all for the good of the Society. Ivery
report has back ot it a full year’s labor of fove—and labor
is the word. ““More grief than glory in being a director
or officer,” said one, “but it's what makes the fun possible
in the home chapters and district meetings—not to men-
tion the National Contest.”

President Hal, according to Directors who have
worked with him for two years, s a marvel at or-
ganization and getting things done. The volume
of aftairs handled at Detroit would have taken a
2-3 day session otherwise. Are we lucky to have
that Staab-Adams team!

K #* ES *

The report of the Historian, Dick Sturges, will no
doubt get into wide circulation shortly among the Chap-
ters. Let no one think it is typical of the average report
turned in. BUT-—highly recommended as a witty and
literate bit of light reading.

sz 13 i H

And that man R. H. Sturges, artist and gentle-
man, has done some fine things tor the Society.
He's responsible not only for the design of the
new Lapel Emblem, (see front cover and page
21), but he also drew the excellent Decemher
O. C. Cash cover and the wash drawing of the
Flastics which appeared last March and June,

B * %

Highlights of the noon break for the Directors—pres-
entation to Herman Struble, tenor of The Elastics, by
Oakland County Chapter, luncheon hosts, of a daplicate of
the World’s Championship medal, won at Grand Rapids
in 194Z2—and lost a few weeks ago. The Elastics, the
Misfits, and the Ambassadors, (a hlend of Detreit and
Oakland County singers), uttered sweet harmaonies,

% # % *

"Twas good to hear the Misfits again afrer Pete
Buckley’s long absence. “If All My Dreams
Were Made of Gold” is an oldie that even somne
of the old timers had forgotten. And did the
Misiits glorify it!

F # B *

Cheers to Carleton Scott, Ozkland County Chapter
President, and his committees on arrangements for the
handling of the Winter Meeting from hotel accommo-
datiens  to  entertainment.  Smooth and  delightful
throughout. And the same to Joe Jones, Detroit Chap-
ter Prestdent, and his committees, for a swell Parade and
After Glow. Notably, all 21 Michigan Chapters sent

either quartets or sizable delegations of members to the
Detroit Parade. What a state.

Did Frank Rice, of Bartlesville,. Okla.,, or
Harry Brown, of Wilmington, Del., cover most
distance to be there? The Rice definition of bar-
bershop harmony approaches an all-time high—
“It’s Gol Darn Sweet Music,” says the Sage of
the Osage.

ES # £ ik

Only note of regret that passed through the whole
proceeding—that O. C. Cash couldn’t make it. Very
rarely has he missed since the hirth of the Society. He's
entitfed to a vest from the work invelved-—but entitled
to all the enjoyment. We gotta see that he gets both.

Ea kS k8 *

And before we forget—Dick Sturges’ definition
of harbershop harmonyv—"“It’s the Kind of Music
[ Like.” Other definitions may be more exact
than the Rice-Sturges ones—but less descriptive.

i # b *

Rudy Heinen wants some four to do the old “Corn
Field” medley, one of his favorites. Asked every quar-
tet. No results. N, B. for the June meet, That’s the
one that Deac Martin reterved to in his “Handbook for
Adeline Addicts” when he said that a good bass could
make second “Down.”

Lyle Benjamin, Qakland County member, who
depicted the porter at the Parade in the Book,
must have lost pounds via perspiratlon—but
added much to the scenic effects.

Judging came in for a thorough discussion at the Di-
rectors Meeting.  Frank Thorne’s Committee, inclad-
ing several memhers from champion, and near-cham-
pion quartets, did a tremendous volume of work in the
past six months and came up with the new formulae for
judzing which will be used in June. Considered opin-
ion of thoughtful members, “What a splendid job has
been done up to now, with only a few naticnal contests in
which to work things out—but it must get better pro-
gressively”” After all, it's taken about 600 vears to formu-
late much of our U. S. legal codes, with constant work
and experience. Incidentally, the new judging rules
were used in hoth the Illinois and Michigan State Con-
tests.

Bob McFarren, president of Buffalo Chapter,
made a lot of new friends, who met a new and
worthwhile friend when they met Bob. That
goes for the head of a Chapter anywhere. Some-
how the local cream comes to the top in various
cities—and a Chapter is born.

ES ES * *

Speaking of Chapter presidents, among those present
were, Carroll Pallerin, Cleveland; Martin Murray, St.
Continued on Next Page
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STUB PENCIL NOTES, Continued

Louis, {who sometimes rises earlv): Ralph Rackham,
Elkhart; Ward Pehl, the new Dayren, O., head; and a
-ouple of Chicago workhorses, Vince LaBelle and Jim

Passarella.

£

Ohio's report ar the mecting—followed by subseguent
reports of new Chapeers spr g up in the Buckeye
Seate—has Michigan and llinois a little worried. They
thought they had a twosome race. Now it's developing
into a trio. What abour a quartet? ( Pagng Missouri
Or a double quarrer, { Attention—QOklahoma, New Jer
York, Tndizna). Make it a double guarter,

= { |
i '.|: |_1|l:'IT'1 Or renorsl

sev. New

£ E3 k3

Tim Knipe, who heads the Martin Printing Co.,
Cleveland, and Deac Martin assuring 2 group
thar the only hond connecting the two is the So-
ciery. . Said Jim, “He's just a business writer.”
Said Deac, “He's one of the 229 printers in Cleve-
land. L send him some business sametimes it the
ather 228 are too husy,”

Anonvimous still claims that the National Board s all
out af balance due to lack of high hoys.  Can’t have full
harmony without "em.  Suggests sending & live canary to
all who expecr a blessed event and let it exerr some pre-
natal influence. That's postwar planning for vou.

e = P 5

Jue Stern {cld-tried-and-true) of K. C. pre-
sented an adea that's a honey, viz aml to wi,
cvery C]l;l[)lCI' write a home town 0N, 10 he |30-
wlarized fivst by the Chapter quarters at every ap-
pEArance, And then get fncal groips 10 use it.
I't's ror to be sood—hbur it's alsn JLL Y he 3 ||'.i'i.l‘.

Jue set a darn pood pareern with VRKansas Ciry Ay
Home Town™ amd the Barber Polecats are already using
it. It's a pood aumber from the daddy of “"Daddy Get
Your Baby Out of Tail)"" just in ease vou dida't koow
that ‘T:-'l' .'Ill:]l.lllr'l_.: thatr one. CI."Ir-.'-! Yo SO1HE W FILETs.

i E

Ward Pohl, prexsy and Tlick Common, sec.,
Dyayton Chapter, sar through the Parnde looking
ake of e —but umwilling o

s even one number.

as if they needed a o

£ =

spumped

Jiun Knipe, National Publicity Chairman
the Board and evervone who's leard: “H
what it takes 1o pick an “All Sociery Quarte
rake a braver man than we've mer to do th
range and earshor of the ay erage Society githe
mg a tiger's tail would be an insurahl

COMTIGE IS,

e Vi)
Twould
within

. Thwist-

b B * »

Tou bad those Harmony Doctors from Elkhart
didn’t have a mnre attentive aodience at the
After-Afterglow. Smooth working. Lee Kidder,
Jumboe Smith, Ronnie Yonce and Bureh Hunvmel

are the four, {Thanks for mv card, boys, STUR}),

Clkhart will present 2 “Night or Harmony” at
Hotel Elkharr April 22nd.

Toan many lights hidden wnder too many bushels at
e meetines, Flrexample—"The Gillespie,” of Oak-
nd County could keep n crowd in stitches. And so could
idekick Dick Rowlev. Bath apparently prefer limited
andicnces,

his
F =

Said a guy at Derroit—"Wouldn't like 1o be a
judge at Muskegon if those Harmony Halls and
the Unheard of Four are in competish—and on
the bean as they both were here tonight.”

Frank Thome saying “sorry™ all over the Statler as
late comers asked for Elastic Four Records, Understamd
a reissue is in the cards and future orders may be booked,

delivery hingeing on the availability of marerials,

What sone folks won't do to be hospitable. Re
freshimients ar the After-Afterzlow represented
donations by Derroir Chapterinen. Thar's sonie-
thing in these days of rationing. And the same was
true of the Bourd’s afternoon Cockiail Hong, and
dinner that followed, with Oakland County men
the donors.

Says one [reshman DHrector, “Attending your frst
Board Meering is an eve-anpener.  =eeing how these “hail-
fellows™ settle down to hours of salid, wnrelicved, hard
work-—and realizing from reports what a tremendous
volume of work and correspondence eoes on between
meetings.”

S 2

Here's hoping Bah Breitmaver can snay a
tirlough come _I:‘[IE t sing with the Accoustical
Persecutors of Jackson. Their absence left 4 pap ac

Detrait, (STUB gets his wish, Bob was finally
rejecred. Fd.

Judge Carl Weideman had a tough job as M. C.
aml did a real job—shush-shushing ¢hat enthusiastic

crowd at the After-Afte

What first class enterrainers the Harmonizers
are. In their own words they po for numbers with
i ipp. They sang nor only
at the Parade, but ar the Directors” dineer and on
a Coast-to-Coast Blue Net “Service Serenade”
ariginating in the Detrorr UL 5. (30 John Han-
son's Antigues also sang at the dinner, and well.
The Harmony Halls enlivened George Stark’s
YE af the Tawn” m over WAV ]

1"""'ZC'J-L|"Z'I".|l. It shiws

Ty

HELP! When vou attend one of these big meetings,
why not keep vour own stub pencil otled up and send
notes of what you see ro the [ditor. No one or two
people can possibly cover all the activities at a big So-
ciecy parthering. We are indebted te Rudy Heinen for
his thoughfulness in providing, unasked, some or the

matertal above. HELP!
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Our First Chapter in the
Armed Forces—at Fort Benning

It all began io August, 1942, when
Don Hasse was paying his last visit
ro Clayton {Mo.) Chapter as a civil-
ian.  Clarence Marlowe, chapter
president, got wind of the news and
spoke a few words of warm farewell
which made Don walk out that
night resolved that wherever he imighe
go, barbershop harmoeny would go
with him.

All unknowing, Clarence and the
boys at Clayton paved the way that
evening for the formation of the
firsc chapter of the Society for the
Preservation and Encouragemenr of
Barber Shop Quartet Singing 1
America, Inenrporated, in the United
States armed forces.

The historic 176th Infantry’s third
battalion to which Ton reported was
in northern Virzinia and the long
evenings afforded excellent oppor-
tunity to find out what was hanging
around in the way of harmony ma-
terial. A few combinations were re-
cruited  but  were always  missing
some of the elements of true barber-
shop.  Sometimes it was a bass, and
again when the basso turned up the
top zenor would be on guard duty or
K. P.. but one promising feature ot
these get-togethers was that chey af-
forded chance to display a now bat-
tered lookine SPEBSQSA member-
ship card and cxtoll the ments of
that socicty which is dedicated to the
preservation of the grand old Ameri-
can tradition—the barbershop quartet.

Todav the 170th boasts the first
chapter of SPEBSQSA in the armed
forces, buc it didn’t come as easily as
it micht sound. In  fact, there
wasn’'t much of a concrete nature
accomplished until Bob Shreves of
Clayton and St. Louis chapters sent
down a package of quartet arrange-
ments he'd picked up at the Chicapo
contest, but then things started for
fair.  T'wo quartet combinations
popped up all of a sudden, and it
wasn't long before “The Old Songs,”
“Mandv-Lee,” “Down By the Old
MUl Stream,” and T Had a Dream,
Dear” began to be heard in dead
earnest as odd moments found the
evening breezes bearing awav the
sweet strains of something which at
last sounded like barbershop.

Already several officers had joined
the enlisted men and were becoming

THREE BRASS HATS AND A
NON-COM

L. to R.—iZnd Lt. Henry C. Iten, Major
Isaac M. Baker, Tec. 5 Don A. Hasse
and Major John B. Chesson, members ol the
newly formed chaprer of 1he “Spirit of
176, SPEBSQSA, as they recently appeared
before the men of the regiment on the stage
of the Main Post Theatre zv Fort Benning,
where the 176th Inlantry is on duly as a dem-
unstration unit of the famed Infantry Schoal.
[Oficial U. 8. Army Phote—Signal Carps;.

enthused over the idea, They really
supplied a missing punch, because
say what you will, it's the boys from
farther bick than the early twenties
who know what real quarter songs
are,  Sill the thing lacked the right
kind of support.  The Clavion mem-
ber finally hit upon the idea of writ-
ing 1 a letter of sugeestion to the
regiment's conmmanding oficer who is
always ready to lend an ear to a good
idea for the improvement of his out-
fit.  The far-sighted comander sail
he'd heard of SPL —Z—whatever
vou call it, and that as far as he was
concerned the 176th was a good place
to et it started 1 the army,  In
fact, rhe discussion to which the old
barbershapper was invited  brougshr
forth some pretry selid ideas and,
what is more. the wherewithal for
holding a first meering. A bulletin
board natice, sorme swell cooperation
from the statt af the regiment’s news-

piper, “The Spirit of 176" and a
little word-of-mouth advertising, and
a first meeting became a realitv. That
was December frse, 1943, and there
wasn't a single thing missing in the
way  of enthusinam for the now
wrinkle.  Since that time, Wednes-
dav night js barbershop night, and
the regimental court room walls re-
verberate with chords never betore
leard in these parts.

On January 12th just past, sixteen
devotees decided this swell thing had
been kicked around long enough, up
and elected four officers, drafted a
simple constitution, and sent the nec-
essary shekels to Secretary Carroll
Adams in the name of che “Spirit of
17Gth Tnfantre™ Chapter, and hoped
no other service branch had beaten
them to the draw. The charter
members are: Majors John B. Ches-
son. Jr.. and Isaac M. Baker, Jr..
both of Norfolk, Va.; Lt, Wilbur [..
Easr, Jr., of Richmond, Va.; Warrant
Officer Paul S. Callaway, of Wash-
ington, D. C.; T/ 8gr. Ned E. De-
Lamar, Jr., of Oriental, N. C;
S/8gts. Richard W, White and Don-
ald H. Meyers, of Arlington, Va.,
and Seneca, Ald., respectively; Sgts.
Noerman . Vethmever and Wilmer
(. TFarran, of Washingron and
Frank J. Castelvecchi, of Rich-
mond ; Cpls. Henry A, Gaiser, Phil-
adelphia, and Don A. Hasse, St
Louis; Privates First Class John H.
Ostertag, Louisville, Ky, Harry I,
Berrv, Philadelphia, and Edward L.
T. Clark, Norfolk; and Pvt. Donalg
L. Olson, of Erie, Pa. Hasse, Major
Baker, Ostertag, and Qlson were
elected president, vice-president, sec-
retavy and treasurer in that order.
My, Callaway, regimental band lead-
er, is musical director.

The 176th Infantrv Regiment, lor-
merly Firse Virginia Infantry, cur-
rently 2 demonstration regiment of
the infantry school, is one of the old-
est in the service. Boasting a glori-
ous history of more than three hun-
dred vears, it was at one thme coi -
manded by Geoerge  Washingron,
The words of Patrick Henry, " Lib-
erty or Death.” have long been the
motto emblazoned on its distinctive
insignia.

Gentlemen, you will hear from us
again and often !
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THE FOUR HARMONIZERS... Chicago. .

NATIONAL CHAMPIONS—1943-44
Phis ic the wintl of w serivs of sketches of well fuawn SPEBSOQSA Quartets.

The Four Harmonizers. as now
constituted, firsc sang  together in
March, 1943, just a few months be-
fore the Chicago Contest at which
they won the National Champion-
ship.  In prior vears, with a differ-
ent baritone, the Harmonizers were
“Finalists” ae Grand Rapids and St.
Louis.

We will leave it to the boys rhem-
selves and to the Society at large to
decide whether it was the early ex-
perience gained ar Grand Rapids and
St. Louis which enabled the three
vets to pull Huck Sinclair along with
them or whether Huck’s voice, per-
sonality, and undoubtedly superior
good looks was the imperus that
brought the four to the top.

Huck Sinclair grew up in an har-
monious family.  His mother sang
lead, his sisters, tenor and bari, and
Huck. bass. Through high school
and college he sang tenor 1o glee
clubs and quartets.  According to
those who know him, his favorite re-
mark is, “Let’s sing a song.” and for
barbershoppers, that's enough intro-
duction.  Before coming to Chicago,
he sang with The Capital City Four,
at Topeka, and in various quartets in
Tulsa and Kansas Gity.  Messrs.
Atcheson, Topeka. and Santa are
partners wich Huck in a transperta-

at the tender age of three, to winning
a prize as the best alto in the Sth
grade, to singing bass in quartets at
the ripe old age of seventeen. For
eight vears he was in vaudeville with
the Troy Comedy 4, Empress 4, Em-
press Comedy 4, Varety 4. and then
for a vear in musical comedy. He
then quit the entertainment business
i he thought) and has been using the
lighting fixture business ever since as
a means of guaranteeing the leisure to
pursue his rmiportant business in lLife.

Leo Tves has seven voungsters, four
of them bovs. Betty, 12; Lorraine, 9,
and Alan 8, with Leo at bass {until
the oldest bov’s voice changes), com-
prise the Ives 4. Leo will sing with
anvone, anywhere, anytime, any-
thing, except when fulfilling his du-
ties as Group Supervisor ar his war
plant.

Charlie  Schwab  superintends  a
printing plant in the time he can
spare from his singing. He baritoncs
almost ag well as he tenors.  His ex-
perience has been varied, seven vears
with the Music Box 4: and an inter-
lude when he and Mys. S, baried and
tenored, respectively, in a trio.

None of the arrangements uszd by
The Harmonizers has as vet been
written. Thev're all composite ettores

tion enterprise.

It seems to be tvpical of the Soci-
ety's outstanding quartets that the
members thereof as a rule have heen
singing for vears and vears. Wlaybe,
all true barbershoppers have. At anv
rate, Fred Srein admits to starting in

THE CHAMPS

»

Recading [rom the top. who isn’t the “top
but 1he bari, we have Huck Sinclair, Below
him is the bull fid—er-r, we mean, the bas..
Fsed Stein. Then vomes Charlie Schwab,
top, and helding up the whoele thing is Leo
Ives, lead.

and are carried in their heads, no
mean accomplishment.  Where they
dig up some of their novelty numbers
is something else again.  In their own
words, they prefer their numbers to
combine good harmany, rhythm, and
audience apeal.

THE WAY 1 SEE IT

(Continned frone page

are going to reveal. The suspense while cach judge re-
ports his Andings, and fAgures are being checked and re-
checked, is terrific.

Se—it burns when someone, ignorant of how the
judges work, implies “the judges had to give it to Bine
ville this year.”” Pardon me while [ find a sleeve o
laugh up!

Trv and get any judge of my acquaintance to agree
that the Tam Catz from Nivville are better harmonists
than the Slandered Four from Bigburg, bur the latter
“descrves a break.” Gentlemen, the judges, deaf or
definitely not, call ’em the way they hear ‘em—in just
two contest numbers.

I don’t mind revealing that at Chicago I vated a

quartet of close personal friends from Cleveland (my
hame) a couple of points below the place where the votes
of the rest of the judges finally placed this quarter. Go-
ing back to the hotel two judges said practically the same
thing. Tt did seem to me that my home town boys
were right on a par with the Whoozis Four (from an-
other city). But when they're on a par [ alwavs give
the break to the other city.” 1've heard that type of com-
ment ever since we starred having contests and  judges,

[r is my sincere belief that any judge who would at-
tempt to play favorites or influence other judges would
be ridden out of the Society by popular acclain.  Yeon
may keep vour opinions that the judges are tone-deaf,
and don't know good barbershopping when they hear it
But lav off that “in the bag” theme. That's just ridicn-
lous and—rthart’s the way [ sce it
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The Mechanies of Barber Shop Harmony

Copyright, 1944—Maurice E. Reagan

This As the rd article of the second series co-cufhored by
Manrice Reagan and Deac Mariin

Why do two tones sound different? And why do tone
combinations known as chords sound different from other
combinations ? T'hese questions come most frequently from
members who, in atteropting to arrange a song, find that
a certain combination of notes sounds better than other
notes arranged to form another chord. The key to the
situation lies in the fact that a given tone—{( for example
—has a shightly differenrt pirch when used as Do in the
key G, Mi in the key of Eb, Sol in the kev of C, or T4 iu
rhe key of A.

This explanation may be pretry technical, but those wha
are interested can get considerable ouc of it

First—a pure, single rone vibrates at a certain, single
frequency, as on a tuning fork or a whistle. It is not very
musical by itself. But even the addition of the same tone
8, 16, 24, etc., nates higher in various strengths (loud-
ness) will make the original tone more pleasing to the
car. With your eves closed vou recognize the different
tone of a trumpet and & violin, even though both of them
inav be sounding A. The difference is simply the number
and energy content of the harmonics (octaves) produced
by the instrumients. And rhey do “sound different.”

The frequency at which a tane vibrates and the pitch
are closely related. [reguency 1s purely physical in char-
acter, and is a statement of number of sound waves, vibra-
tions ot cycles per second caused by the tone. Pireh js a
measure of one tone relative to others. Each tone and
half-tone has an ahsolute position on the musical staff.
B is 13 and pothing else. B-Aar is a half tone Jower, ce.

The human ear has been known to respond to o fre-
quency as low as 20 vibrations {cycles) per second. and
as high as 20,000 altho most ears are limired to much
less than that. Thirty cveles (vibrations per second) rep-
resents the lowest note on an organ. As frequency in-
creases, the pitch becames higher.

Tones may varv in toudness—or i quality—or in pitch.
Loudness speaks for itself, Quality has already been citer
in the difference between the trumpet and the violin.
Pitch goes up as vihrations increase,

When two tones are sounded simultaneously the ear
drum wibrates with the two main tones, but it also vibrates
with their swm and differcnce {in frequencies). Should
two tones of 100 or 200 cycles per second be sounded
together, the ear detects each of them—and ar the same
time the difference of 100—and the sum of 300 vibra-
tions per second. The ear hears 4 tones: for 2 notes struck.

The seventh chord is one of the most satisfying chords
in harmany. It consists of Do-Mi-Sol-Ti-Do. In terms

of vibrations or cvcles Do may he 100—and if so—DM;i is
125—3o0l is 150—T71t is 175 and the upper octave Do is
200.

Remembering rthar the ear not only hears the tones
themseives but also thetr sums and differences, it you carc
to work them out for the seventh chord you will find that
there are 20 sums and differences. And you will find thar
16 of them are in perfect harmony agreement with the
fundamental tones. The seventh chord is better than 80
per cent perfece by this exacting mathematics.  That is
why it “sounds so good.”

Non-adjustable tones such as produced by a piano are
not as exact as the tones produced by a quartet zifted with
paod ear and the vocal chords able to place tones where
they should be. The ear may not detecr the fact that two
notes, a fifth apart on the piano, are nor exactly a perfect
fifth apart. But the fact remains and can be demonstrared
by one who deals in vibrations and cvcles as a profession.
Actually twao octaves lose 24 cycles between middle and
“high” C, not enough to be perceptible to the ear, but
unquestionably a loss when approached by three “perfect
thirds.” On a wviolin or rhe human voice, a tone <an be
as exact as the ear and meehanical ability of the player or
singer allow, 1f they are exact, the tone is exact. [t is en-
rively possible for a vialinist or sinzer to be closer to true
tone than the piano accompanying him, Yer an audience
‘sharped” or “flatted” a given note,

‘

might say that he
“just a hair,”

As to why some chords sound better when inverted by
throwing a “tenor’’ note to the haritone—a high bass note
rather than a low one—or putting a “high baritone™ note
where the tenor would conveantionally be, it 15 due to
another ear characteristic that its maximum sensitivity is
reached at a high poinr around eleven hundred cycles. Tt
“sounds better” that wav—and nine out of ten listeners
with keen sense of harmony agree. One reason for imvert-
ing a chord may be to separate two notes that are only a
tone apart. By putting one of them an octave higher, the
vibrations are increased, therefore there is less conflict in
the ear than it they had been struck rogether at practicaily

the samc level.

One of the jovs of harhershapping, unaccompanied,
is the facr thae tiue harmony can he attained, closer than
notes on a piana or any other fixed-tone instrument. But,
because tones are not fixed in the human voice, a quartet
can “slide-off” terribly, particularly on a long selectian,
i their ears are not runed exactly to the perfection that
the human vaice can give.
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Test Your Musical °1.Q.°

SATURDAY REVIEW OF LITERATURE—OCT. 16, 1943
GIRLS IN OLD-TIME SONGS

“T'his week we make a slight detour troin che paths of
literature to give you a quiz on the heroines of old-time
songs.  Can you, after warbling the brief excerpts printed
helow, name the girl involved? Allowing 5 points for
each correct answer, a score of 60 is par, 70 is very good
and 80 or better should qualify you for a membership
in the Society for the Preservation of Barber Shop Sing-
ing in America (sicl) ...

1. You'd look sweet upun the seat of a hicycle built for
two,

Tn all my dreams your fair face beams.

o3 N

Many were the wild notes her merry voice would
pour; many were the blithe birds that warbled thein
o’er,

4. She is the darling of mv heart, and she lives in our
alley.

5. She was bred in old Kentucky, where the meadew
grass 1s blue,

6. In thy dark cyes’ splendor, where the warm light
loves to dwell, wearv looks vet tender speak their
fond farewell.

7. Isee thy face in ev’ry dream; my waking thoughts
are full of thee,

8. 1 am sitting by the river and I'm weeping all the
day, for you've gone from the old Kentucky shore.

9. Through the black of night, I gotta go where vou
are.

10. Is there anyone finer in the State of Carolina.

11, No matter what I do T can't forge; you,; at times 1
wish that T had never mer you.

12, Her brow was like the snowdrift: her throat was
like the swan.

13, A wild sort of devil but dead on the level.

14 Light she was and like a fairy, and her shoes were
number nine.

15, She laughed with delight when you gave her a smile
and trembled with fear at your frown,

[6. Drink to me anly with thine eyes, and I will pledge
with mine,

17. Yogr voice 15 sad whenc'er vou speak, and rears
bedim your loving eves.

18. No one else it seems ever haunts my dreams.

19. On her cheek the rose was born: there was music

where she spake.

20. She excels each mortal thing upon the dull earth
dwelling.”

Charles Merrill, president of the Reno chapter, who
sent this guiz to the HARMONIZER, wrote that he
got all but nwinbers 17 and 20. He challenges Phil Em-
bury to beat that score. Deac Martin, who received it
for the HARMONIZER, reports tiat he got all but
nuraber 20, Jim Knipe, who prints the HAR\fION-
TZER, says, “Afrer taking the rest 1 have no comment.”

What's your batting average?

Correct answers will he found on page 21,

Rocek Island-Moline Chorus

Director [ohn Hanson and the barbershop chorus of
the Rock Island and Moline Chapters. This group made
its Arst public appearance on January 23th,

Front row, L. to R.—Charles D. Ankncy, Al Gregg, Walter E.

Chambers, Rudolph Karasek, Jolm H. Hanson, director; L. E,
Eees, Louis Coopmans, aud Arnold E. McPhee.

Secord row, L, 1o R.—Harold ]. Gray, state vice president:
Lester W. Benck, John A. Guslafson, Louis A. Sonneville, Pat-
rick C. O'Connor, Glenn B. Moore and M. D. Pelerson.

Rear row, L. to R.—Kenneth M. Cady. Timothy W. Kelleher,
Al Legp, Tom Berry, state president; Carl R. Andevson, Harry
1. Gidel, Emil Peterson and George Glick. (Argus photo.)

AS THE LADIES SEE IT

There are as many shades of opinion regarding
SPEBSQSA as there are members’ wives, 2ll the way
from the few who think it should be extinguished to thosc
who think the Societv is the fnest thing thact ever hap-
pened to their husbands,

In attending a National Contest, or a local "Parade”
for that matter, & good many eves, not to say ears, are
opened for the first time. The impiessions a wife gets
from her spouse’s description of regular Chapter meet-
ings are somewhat confused as a rule. 1t's rather difficule
to ascertain whether the meetings are just another “nighe
out” or a serious attempt to accomplish something. It's
especially difficult for a wife who happens to know some-
thing of “long haired" music ro appreciate that her music-
ally untrained husband can have gone off the deep end
musically,

However, that is exactly whar happens in a zood many
cases. ‘[here’s obviously something very satsfying in male
close harmony cthat’s almost bevond rthe ken of the aver-
age woman. Having heard so much of the kitchen variety,
i is A stunning surprise to hear what it can be like when
the boys 1ezllly work at it

AN SPEBSQSA WIFL.

ORCHIDS TO JOHNNIE

Natienal Boatd Member John Buitendorp, Secretary
of the Muskecron Chaprer, did a grand job of writing and
compiling the “Port City Barbershopper,” a +-page news-
paper aanouncing the “3th Annual Michigan State
SPEBSQSA Quartet Contest.”  Johnnie is a past secre-
tary of the Michizan Association of Chapters and is the
work-hotse of the Muskegon Chapter. Musically, he is
the bass of the 19-13 Michigan State Champions. the Un-
heard-of-4, 1943 National Finalists,
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Nerwspaper Stories Prove

Society “*Good Copy™

On February 14th, many Sunday papers throughout
the country carried a teature story “Tonzorial Tunesters”
which is just abour as adequate @ presentation o
5PEBSQISA as anvone could write. Bob Duncan, & mem-
bier of Cleveland Chapter, and a writer far Newspaper
Enterprise Association, ( NEA), is responsible for the
apus, 1f by chance ne paper near you carried i, or voo
mussed it, vour Chapter Secretary should have a proof.
[t's well sworth reading.

With material largely culled from the December
Harmonizer a writer on the Kansas Uity Star pur to-
gether a feature story which appeared on the editarial page
of the February 3rd 1ssue. T'his article s a honey, s good
that Carroll Adams procured extra copies for distriburion
ta all Chapter Secretaries,

A conple of months ago, M. Macklin, music critic of
rhe Oklahoma Ciry Times attended a meering of the Jocal
SPEBSQSA. Flis report thereon, comparing the zest of
barbershoppers to the similar enthusiasm of  amtesr
chamber music fans develops a most interesting angle that,
su far as we know, hias never heen touched on before.

Lase bur not least in recent newspaper “‘breaks” for s
was rhe editorial in the Battle Creek Engquirer & News
following the “Parade of Quartets” there on January
20th, Such editorial recognition is invaluable,

THE PANTY-GRAPH

Every now and then the Bloomington (I11.) Chapter
issues a news bulletin to its 70 members called rhe ¥ Pantyv-
Graph.”  1t's a darb. The editor 15 modest aml doesn’t
allow his name to appear in print but we suspect thar the
Chapter live wire Secretary, R, V., Hopkins, has some-
thing to do with the editing of the sheer.

THE BARBER POLECATS VISIT IOWA

Each year, our perennial second place winners in the Mational
Contest, The Kansas City Barber Polecats, visit Carrall. Towa,
0 tale part in the festivities in <onnection with the Annual
Horse Show in that city. L. to R.—Dick McVay, bass: Bert
Phelpsy, bari: Sherii Tom Finnegan, of Carrell {a dyed-in-the-
wool Polecat fan); Ben Franklin, lead: and &d Bowlen. tenor.

“THREE JOIKS AND A SKERT”

Withowm apologies w 7555 of the Elastica who on occasion have
appeared under rhis billing and have unmercifully buclesgoed
the Misfird, Carietan Seott, of Oakland Coumvy; Mrs. Scott, and
Joe Wolli, Detreit. here aid Cy Perkips in a very successiul
burlesque of the “Three Jerks and a Skirt," The occasion, a
vigit o Chavleveis. Mich, Chapter meeting.

UNIFORMITY IN FISCAL YEAR

Oue of the important steps taken by the National Board
at the January 13th meeting was the revision of the Na-
rional Censtitntion to wiake it mandatory for all Chapters
which already hadn't done so to make their fAscal vear
comeaide with the hiscal vear of the Narzional Society,
which begins on July Ist.  In other words, from now
on the fiscal vear ot each Chapter of our Sociery will begin
on July lst and end oo June 3th.  Most Chapters adop-
ted that schedule two vears ago wad the few thar did not
will, withoug doubt, immediately amend their local Chap-
rer Constititions ro conform with the Narional ruling.

ELECT GOOD CFFICERS

A vereran member of the MNational Board recently
remarked “Show me a suecessful Chapter and 1 wAill in-

variahly show yvou a diligent and capable Chaprer Secre-
tarv.” Thart board member is absolurely righe. You can't
have a thriving Chapter withour a hard-working Chapter
Secretary and when vou have thar kind of secretary you
cain't fail o have a wide awake, active Chapter, We wnll
go even further than that and say thar it is far more im-
portant 1o have a Secretary who realizes that his is a

seven-day-a-week-jub than m have an “up-and-at-'em”

President, provided both aren’t availahle,

In May, all Chaprers will be having anmual election
of officers. The National Constitution requires this. [f
vour Chaprer has a good Secretary now, be darred sure
vou re-elect him. 1 vouy present Secretary feels thar be
1s too busy to gZive the necessary time to the job, by all
means replace him. Lf you have an inefficient Secretary
and he dossn't reulize the injustice he is doing the Chaprer
by continuing in the joh, ¢ 1s vour duty to make sure that
he Jsu't re-elected, Our Sociery will prosper in direct
proportion 1o the number of efficient Chapter Secretaries
we have in otfice,
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- GEORGIA CIEERP-BERWYIN DECORATING
ATLANTA M. S RILEY

ATLANTA CHAPTER
Howme of the Peach Pickers
The “different” quartet {(and How)

R. H. (Dick) STURGES

CICERO-BERWYN
WEST TOWNS CHAPTER

219 Lyon Street

82766

Featuring a
Clroval Harmwony Group
Meets every IFriday at the
ELks CLue — CICERO, [LL.

ROBERT H. WALKER
Wolverine Shell Forsehide
Work Shoes.
Member of Grand Rapids Chapter
OAKLAND COUNTY

Portraits - Londscapes - Destgns

MOLINE

Box 1228 Atlanta, Ga.
INDIANA

ELKHART

ATTEND & BOOST
Our “Night of Harmony” April 22

MOLINE CHAPTER
Meets at “Spike's” White Owl
Iivery Friday Nite
A small Chapter with evervone
a HARMONIZER
Cully Anderson, President
Glenn B, Moove, Seeretary

OAKLAND COUNTY CHAPTER
(MICHIGAN No. 9)

Meets first Friday of each month
1.O.0.F. Hall — Ferndale

“Cowe up and see us some Hme”

HoveEL Eudarr

ROCHK 1SLAND

Including wmany famous quartets
Indiana’s FIRST Chapter wins
another FIRST for Elkhart.
“Mugie City of the World”

ILLINOIS

AL GREGGE'S "GREYHOUND
221 20th Strect
Where Good Felivivs ond
Song Fellows Meet

1O WA

CHICAGQO

CHICAGO CHAPTER
“Waorld’s Lorgest Boiybershop Quartet
Chapter”

Meets on alternate Fridays
W. Welsh Pierce, Pres. (Fra. 7822)
Howard Visel, V. Pres. (And. 4470)
James M. Jackson, Treus. (Fra. 7070)
H. M. (Hank) Stanley, See. (Cap. 4200)

THE ELASTIC FOUR
6216 West 66th Place

CHICAGO 38, [LLINOIS

THE FOUR HARMONIZERS
World’s Champions 1943
Ives
Schwab
Sinelair
Stein

WES GUNTZ
“Society's Greatest Listenery”

SHir's Carp — CHICAGO

HALBUR

R. I “Rupy” HEINEN
Farmer's Savings Bank
Halbuy, Ia. Write for Samples

MICHIGAN

QETROIT

THE CAVALIERS
Detroit & Oakland County Chapters
Wisebenrt, French, MeGrath, Smith
At your service for any occasion.
We'll see you in Detroit, June 15-17
if not before.
219 Waverly Highland Park 3, Mich.
Phone Townsend 71040

GRAND RAPIDS

GRAND RAPIDS CHAPTER

Meets at Pantlind Hotel
2nd and 4th Friday of Each Manth

G, Marvin Brower, Prasident
E. C. Beebe, Treasurer

R. G, Carpenter, Secratary

Home of The

HARMONY HALLS

BRCOWER MEMORIALS
G. Marvin Brower, Prop.
Grand Rapids Heolland Allegan

CONTINENTAL SECURITIES CO.
VERNON W. HaLE
Peoples Naticnal Bank Building

THE MISFITS
Nuamber 1 entry in 1944 Contest
JOE-ART-PERK-PETE
“Busy lo remember but so
hard (o forget”

W. WELSH PIERCE
Acetdent and Health Inswrunce
Exelusively
10 S. LaSalle St. I'ranklin 7822

FRANK €. HAIGHT
Phavpeeentical Supplies
312 N. Prospect

H. E. HALL & SON
Heating Engineers
Gordon Hall Grand Ranids

RAY HALL SERVICE STATION
Unofficial Headquarters — SPEBSQSA
Crescent & Oltawg Sts.

Grand Rapids

88534

iALave Ad paid for Sy Lhe other 3 guys— ot by Joe
POMNTIAC

I CLAYTON

JOSEPH PETER WOLFF
The All-American Bass
Currently sinving with
THE AMBASSADORS

Including—Curleton Scott,

Joe Jones, Monty Marsden

THE CHORDINATORS
Mike - Walt - Juck - Bill
Drop of a hat . . . we sing at the

SAGINAW

THE IMPERIAL 4
Saginaw Chapter, Mich. No. §

Cart Wood — Arpold Tiet:
Rey Campow — Harry Gillmore

Seginew's Goodwill Awbassudors
Crow & M'gr. Gordon L. Grant

MISSOQOURI

THE SYNCOPATORS
A ffilieted with

CrayroN, Mo. CHAPTER

Dicl Bernhardt — Finiz Jaynes
Dave OLeasry — Barney Bewrd
“The busiest and ‘singinest’ quartet in
Missouri, True barbershop harmony,
with a touch of style added.”
Orpiie for engegements at U.S.0.,
hanguels, enteriainmentsz, ofc.

" KANSAS CITY

Kansas Crtvy BarpBer PolLeE (CaTrs
(The Nation's 2nd Best—741, 42, 43)
Hewnry, Ben, Bert, Dick

R. B. Kidwell, Business Manager
Jos. B, Stern, drranger pud Director
Bert Phelps, Seevctary and Librarion
6035 Parl Avenue HI 3509

Sponsored by
C. C. HARTER

METALS PROTECTION PLaTING CoO.

"HANK STANLEY
Clicago’s Silent Basso
Expert ¢n Priorities, Advertising,

Export and Indoor Problems

PLASMAN & GAIKEMA
Awtomolive Jobbers
386 Jefterson, S, E. Grand Rapids

BERT ¥. PHELPS
Reri, K. €. Barber Pole Cals
Hevhert V. Jones Co. Real Estate




Losiemlel

DIRECTORY and ANNOUNCEMENTS |

Write to Carroll P. Adams, 19220 Galns-

These pages are open only to members. ﬂ
borough Read, Detrolt 23, Michigan

NEBRASKA

OMAHA

AK-SAR-BEN CHAPTER
Omaha, Nebraska
Meets 2nd Wednesday each month
Fontenelle Hotel
“Where Harmony Reigns”

NEW JERSEY

CLEVELAND

CLEVELAND CHAPTER
Meets at Hotel Carter

Maveh 17, 31, and every

Second Friday thercafter.

Carroll T. Pallerin, President
Syd. Hesse, Treusurer
J. F, Knipe, Secretary
640 Caxton Bldg. MAIN 1862

ESSEX COUNTY

FIRST NEW JERSEY CHAPTER
(Newark and Essex County)
Meets und SINGS on the
third Fyidoy euch month
115 Clifton Ave.

Newark 4, N. J.

OHIO
CINCINMATI

CINCINNATI CHAPTER
Meets at Hotel Metropole

Curtis M. Hawrsh, President
Jack H. Price, Tvreasurer
Jack J. Moove, Seeretary
HEADQUARTERS
2507 Carew Tower

First and third Mondays each month

CHERRY 2211

THE FOREST CITY FOUR
(1943 [Pinalists)
Plain or fancy harmonizin’ at Sales
Meetings, Prize Fights, Weddings.
Baptizing=, Dances, Crap Games, Po-
litical Mectings, Bowling Alleys, ctc.
CHerry 1203

THE FOUR TLATS
{1943 Fanolists)
Open for Engagements Excepting
DURING PERIOD JUNE 15-17, 1944,

We have a date then in Detvoif.
Westlake G618-W

THE LAMPLIGHTERS
Bigwn, Honeyeuit, Rowe and Karl
Singing the Songs of Long Ago in true
Gay '90’s Barbershop Style.

GLENYILLE 6600

Deae Martin Unidgue Serviecs
Editorial, Promotional Assignments
649 Unrion Commerce Bldg. CH 7230

1539 Guardian Bldg.

CARROLL T. PALLERIN
CHERRY 1203

Tnsurance

Collection Experts

A "Mike KeLLy” WOO0ODS
Champion Crow of Cleveland
CHERRY 6328

WISCONSIHM

RACINE

1308 Center St.

RACINE CHAPTER
Mecets the 2nd and 4th Monday

Julius A. Krenzke, President
Edwin J. Hahn, Vice President

Victor Wollang, Treasurer
Arthur C. Bowman, Secrefary
Pros. 6017-W

RESERVE
SPACE IN THESE
COLUMNS

FOR NEXT ISSUE

NOW!

that Chapler, including the Four Hormonizers

ond the Elastic Four. Rocine, Elkhort, Gary,
Scuth Bend, Oak Park-River Forest and Wheo-

ton Chapters all had ot Jeast some of their
roats in the Chicoga Chapter.

BINGHAMTON GROUP BUSY

Secretary Franklyn Doley of the Parlar
Cily Chopler in Binghamton, New Yark,
writes of the Annual Ladies’ Might and
dinner party held ai the Elks Club, with
guests from Owega and the Endicatl Chop-

ter, os well as several appearoances of
Chapter quartets ot community gatherings.

GALESBURG GROWS

lack Bodger, baritening Treasurer of the
Golesburg Chopter, reparts the poid mem-
bership is now 41, with many of those
members planning an attending the June
Canference ot Defrait.

WATCH ENDICOTT

President Karl D. Smith and Secretary Ell-
wood Shaw of the Endicots, N, Y. Chapter,
indicate in their letters that o reul “exten.
sion” spiril exisls in thal cily. We predic
that the “James Murroy Chapter” will soan
spansar several new Chopters in neighbor-
ing cities.

KEEP YOUR EYES ON INDIANA

In a siate thot six months age had no
Chapters, we now find Elkhart with 40 mem-

Chapter Chatter

(Contimued from page 13)

bers, South Bend with 55, Gory with 37,
and Goshen jusi orgonizing. Indiancpalis
will shortly be in the fold, likewise Wa-
bash. Wea predict 1hat, come Conference
time in June, Indiano will be giving Michi-
gan, Illinois and Chia a real race far tolal
number of Chapters. Paging Ralph Rack-
ham, wha first “gat religion” as a member
of the Chicaga Chapter,

CANTON FURNISHES SONGS

Saon ofter the appearonce af the Coarn
Belt Charus ot Camp Eilis, there eome to
the Cantan Chopter o request far sang
arrangements for the use of o group of
barbershop addicts at the Camp.  As usual,
the Canton Chapter came thraugh and sent
a large package te meet lhe request.

WILMINGTON CONTINUES TO WORK

Harry F. Brown, Secretary of the Wilming-
tan Chapler, tells vsi that the Chorus and
ather units fram the Chapter have filled
a number of engogements befare civic and
service groups. The Annual Minstrel Show,
given in canjunction with the Deloware De-
partment, Veterans of Foreign Wars, was
highly successful and resulted in the roising
of o sizable amount toward the purchase
af the new Weterans of Foreign Wars om-
bulence.

NEW ENGLAND CHAPTERS DINE

On Jonuary 241h, 40 members of the
Springfield, Northomptan and  Terryville

Chaplers met for dinner ol the Hatel Shero-
tan in Springfield. The event was the first
annuel dinner af the Springfield Chapter,
and National President Hal Sioab reparts
o maost enthusiostic gathering, wilh an eve-
ning full of harmony and goad fellowship.
Anather similar meeling is planned for Narth-
amptan in the near future, with the Hari-
ferd, Cann. Chapler {oining in far the fes-
fivities.

O'FALLON CHAPTER GROWING

Secretory Ted Warma ond President Sam
Taylar of the O'Fallan, Ill. Chapter repart
increasing inferest and a grawing member.
ship, with continued friendly relatians with
both the St Lawis and Clayten Chapters.

OFFICERS FLY TO MUSKEGON

President Julius A. Krenzke and Secrelary
Arthur €. Bewman of the Racine Chapter flew
fram Milwaukee to Muskegon and return on
February 1%1th o take in the annual Michi-
gan Cantest. We never have met two mare
typical barbershop addicts thon these twa
grand fellows from acrass lake Michigan.
Their Chapter is thriving.

HERMANN AND JOPLIN CHAPTERS ACTIVE

Secretory Walter Junge of the Hermonn
Chapler and John W. Garrett, Acling Secre-
tary af the Joplin Chapter, bath repart in-
creasing interest ond growing memberships
in their groups.
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ARE YOU USING YOUR ARRANGEMENTS?

The Society, through its Song Arrangements Commit-
tee, issues on the average of one arrangement a month
throughour the vear. They are a part of the Society’s
service to you as a member and they are mtended to show
vou one way of singing the “old songs” 1 barbershop
style.  Perhaps you won't agree with all the harmonies
suggested,  The Committee hopes you do not.  Can you
injagine ten guartees all singine “Mandy Lee” in exactly
the same way? [t just isn't being done, boys. In using
the Society arrangements @ive them vour own Interpre-
tations, use the substtute chords of vour choice and
thereby contribute spice 10 our singing ar quartet con-
tests, parades and other barbershop gatherings.

Releases so far this vear have been our Society theme
song., The Old Songs; Sweet Adeline, My (al Sal, Let
Me Call You Sweetheart, The Curse of an Aching Hearr;
also two old barbershop classics as sung by the Main-
streeters of Tulsa, After Dark and Coney Island Babe.

You. as a member in good standing, arc entitled to a
copy of each soag as relvased. However, the Commitiee
rccommends that vou allow your Chapter to preserve the
arrangements in suitabic binders for use at chaprer meet-
ings.  Distribution of arrangements is necessarily Himited.
They can make a definite contribution to the success of
vour chapter mcetings and to vour bacbershopping en-
joyment. Be sure to keep them and by all means use
them.

BADGES FOR CHAPTER MEETINGS

The National Office now has for sale a supply of
SPEBSQSA badges, on which the nickname, last name,
and part sung by the member can be printed tn India ink,
The badges are made of a composition, with suitable fin-
ish, and consist of the mitials of the Society across the
top with a barber pole on each side. The =pace allotred
for printing is unusually laree so thar the name can appear
in letrers large enougzh to be rend ar a distance of several
feet. The QOakland County Chapter is already using
these badges, and several other Chaprters have expressed
an interest in purchasing them. The cost of the badge
is 30c. Chapter Secreraries can obrain them through the
National Office.

SAW DUST FOUR, Santa Monica, Cal,

L. to R.—Tenor, Robert V. Reiily: Lead. Harry L. Kuhl-
meyer: Bari, Kenneth Stowell: Bass, Morris Lensky.

Barbershop Records

Ta response to many requests we give below details aboun all
albums of commercial records, now on the market, of number«
recorded by quartets belenging 1o our Sociery, as well as the
folio of special barbershop quarrer arrangemems (a nuiber of
them by our own members) recenty pur our by the Mills Music
Co., in conjunction seith Signund Spaeth—and the 1940 Spaeth
book, “Barber Shop Ballads.™ All of these items can be ob-
tained through your music dealer. The Society has no financial
mrerest in the sale of these records and hooks and receives no
cominission. Here is the story:

RECORD LIST
DECCA ALBUM NOQ. 251
Record No, 365)-A—Beacan Fonr

“Honey That [ Love S0 Well™ «— “Sweetness'”
Record No. 3631-B—DBeacon Four
“Mandy Lee” — “Simcbody Stole My Gal.™

Iteeord Mo, 3445-A—New York Palice Quartet
"Wher You Were Sweet Sixtern.'”
Record No. 3448-—New York Police Quarlet
A Littie Close Harmony.”
Record No. 3744-A -Kansas Cily Police Quartet
“Bringing Home tho Nlacon."

Ttecord No. 3744-D—Ranzas City 'olice Quartat
“T Wanl to Linger" “Somebody Knows"”
“Ma, He’s Making Eyes AL Me”

Record Mo, 3583-A-—The Commuters
“Sweet Adeline.'

Record No. 35%3-B—The Commuters
“You Tell Me Your Dream I'1l Tell You Mine.”
Pecord Neo. 2122-A. -Bartl ille Bar Flies
“"Love Me and The World Is Mine” — “Jusi a Drearn of You Dear”
“When the Harbor Lighte ave Burning.”’
Record No. 3422-B—Bartlesville Bar [Flies
“Wait Till the Sun shines Nellie"

"By the Watermelon Vine Lindy Lew'”

“By the Lizht of the Silvery Moon.”

VICTOR RECORDS
ALBUM P-26

All Sengs by Capitel City Four Quartel, Springfield, 11L
Record No.,
28631-A— "By The Water Melon Vine.”
22¢631-B-—Just a Dream of You Dear.”
-A—"Dear 01d Girl.”
25630-B—"T've Been Working on the Railroad.”
“Lhown Mobile.”
“Caslle on the Nile.
“After Dark."”
20i52-A—""Sweet Adeline.”
25532-B—“Down DBy the 0id Mill Strenm.”
' COLUMEBLA RECORD—SET C-35
“Barber Shop Meladies,” by the Flat Foot Four
Record No.
C-37-1—85795—"Annie Lavrie.™
C-35-2—35795—"0I1d Aunt Tinah.”
C-35-4—35Tui— “Maggie Bluc-."
C-35-4—36796—""My Mother's Rozary.™
C-35-5—R5797—""'Ride Tenderfonl Ride.”
C [ F97T—"0h Joe™
C-35-7—35798—"Harbor Lights Yodel”
C-35-5—35T74% —"Shine.”

RECORDS BY THE ELASTIC FOUR, CHICAGO
{1942-43 Nalivnal Champbois of SPRERSQSA}

May bo ordered from
F. H. THORNE

6216 West §6lh Place Chicago 33, IlL

Set A" — 3 Records
“‘Maple Leaves”™ - “Peggy O'Neill” — "By the Mill.”
“Lazy River” — ite Christmas™ — “Tell Me You'll Forpive Me!”
CMill Stream’ — “Maod Indigo.”
Set "B — 2 Records
“The Lord’s Praver” — “'Silent Night” — “'Now the Doy is Over.”
“Just a Dream of You Dear” - “Indiana.”

BOAT NAMED FOR HERO

Uised by Navy Fire Fighters ro mnstruct Navy men in
combarting shipboard fires, a Navy hrc boar was recently
named for Arthur Peltier of Detroit, who svas killed in
action in the Medirerranean area in September.  Peltier's
father is an active member of the Detroit Chaprer.
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LOOKS AS THOUGH

Fellows, it’s a fine thing when four such handsome
men as you decide that you want to form a quarter and
learn to sing Barbershop Harmony., When 1 agreed to
teach any quartet all T know about barbershop, 1 thought
it would be just one of those things and that nothing
would ever come of it.

But, here you are, and here I am—so let's get starred,

Suppose, just for a starter, you fellows sing something
so | can get an idea of what vou already know . . . Go
ahead——sing samething.

P Hold it! Just a minute.  Fellows, T had in
mind for you to sing fegether . . . not everybody for him-
self and singing a different song. And did [ hear one of
vou—0No. it couldn’t have been Pagliacei? You say it was
you? Well, my friend, let’s get that straight, That song
may be all right for Carnegie Hall, but it isn’t exactly
barbershop. At [east we won’t start tomght with Grand
Opera.

Tell you what I'll do. I'll select a song for you. All
together now, bust one on “Mandy Lee.” Here’s the pitch
—"Oh-h-h, Man——"", What's the matter, don't you
know that ene? Well, how about “Dear Old Girl?"
“Dear-r-r 0o-0-0ld g——" Come on what's the mat-
ter? You don't know that one either? Then how about
“Sweet Sixteen?” No? “T Had a Dream Dear?”’ No good
either? “Sweet, Sweet Roses of Morn.” Shucks, I thought
everybody knew that one.

Let's see now . . . Where's that song list of mine, Oh
ves, here it is. Let’s see now ; let’s go back a little and try
an oldie. How azbout "“Bicycle Built for Two?” Too old
for vou kids, huh? Here's a good one, “K-K-K-Katy.”
No pood, either? Wrong war [ guess. Could be you kids
want to sing “Comin’ In on a Wing and a Prayer?”
H-m-m-m-m. Gimme that list again.

D’va know “Rosy OF'Grady?” . .. Meet Me Tonight
in Dreamland ?7 . .. “Chinatown?” . .. "Honey, Honey 7"
... "Lindy, Lindy?” . ., “Now I Lay Me Down to
Sleep?” . .. "Mother Gogse?” . . . “London Bridge?”
... “Dixie?" ... “Star Spangled Banner?” Oh, Nuts!!
What DO you guys know?

W-H-A-T? 22 )

Oh, Brother! Don't tell me the only song vou know is
that “Dozy Doats?"’ thing?

bMay the Lord forgive me-—[ never shot four men at
one time befare, but this [ gotta do . . .! Bang! Bang!
Bang! Bang!

Aw, rake it easy, Sheritf. T tell vou ['maz zanazu!
Where's my Jawver?

W. W, P

MAINSTREETERS IN WEEKLY RADIO SHOW

The Mainstreeters, of Tulsa, 1943 National Third
Place winners, now have a weekly fifteen minute radio
program ecach Monday at 6:45 p. m. (Tulsa Time)
over KTUL. Listen in and then write to the bovs care
of the station,

WELSH
PIERCE STUCK HIS NECK OUT

Questions on barbershop quartet procedure and ques-
tions of general interest to Society members will be an-

swered here. Send questions 1o HARMONIZER Editor,

QUESTION: When we know what key a song 1
written in, we pitch the song in that key. How can we
tell where to pitch other soags where the kev is un-
known?

ANSWER: T will give you here a fundamental rule for
this, regardless of what kev the song is originally writ-
ten in. LUry singing the song in the TIIGHEST pitch
you can possibly sing it. Then gradually reduce the
pitch until you can sing it with commfort, and without
stramning. [f the pitch is roo high it will cause straining,
and “oversinging,” and the result will be unpleasant
and the audience reaction will be unfavorable. How-
ever it is of the utmost importance to pitch your sonzs
just as high as possible. "The Anest quartet in the world
can not produce pleasing harmony when a song is
pitched too low, regardless of their accuracy or voice
qualities.

The question brings up further comment about pitch
pipes, previously discussed in this column. Any quartet
operating without a pitch-pipe, or some other device for
effecting proper pitch each time a song is sung, has two
strikes against i, Probably not one person in 50 has a
natural ear for “absolute” pitch, and the ability to pitch
a song at a given point without the aid of a pitch-pipe
or other mechanical device. Ascertain the proper point
to pitch each song, (different snngs will vary on this
point) and always pitch the song at the proper point by
mechanical means. Don’t depend on vour ear.

QUESTION: Qur bass singer doesn’t pronounce his
words distinctly and savs the bass part in a quartet is
akin to accompaniment such as a bass viol. We have
lad some criticismy on this point. What do vou think?

ANSWIER: The criticism is well founded. All four
singers should pronounce their words clearly, There is
a great deal of tendency toward slurring words, which
should be avoided. For example “let’s be sweethearts
one smore’ instead of “once more.”" Just listen to John
Charles Thomas or any other successtul concert or radio
singer. You will find that they pronounce each wnrd
distinctly, There are many things that go rogether o
make up a fine barbershop quarter. Good enunciation on
the part of all four singers, is one of them.
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Mainstreeters Sell Bonds. ..
Astound Hollywoodites

Bill Palmer, Tulsa Chapter secrctary, and bari of
the Mainstreeters, National 3rd Place Winners in 1943,
amd strong contenders for the 1944 Championship, passes
on this interesting iten.

“Last Sarurday night we sang on the Red Skelron Bond
Drive Show. We had 2 nice spot on the program, just
after Jim Lucas, the Marine who made hiscory at Tar-
awa (& Tulsa boy ) and just before Red Skelton, 1 gor a
kick out of ane remurk Red made. Just as we were going
(1} |w CAmeE up 1o me ;J.nu_i 5;45.[, 'Hu'.\' ]-ul',: are vovu going to
sing 2 | told him the program called for rwelve nunutes,
He said, "Hell! 1 bow longer than that.

"T'wa programs were conducred at the same rime, start-
ing thirty nmunutes apart. The early program was ar the
Convention Hall, seating chree thousand. The second at
the Coliseum, seating seven thousands. One of the celeby:-
ries present was Raymond Walburn, [F you siwe Crosby's
show ‘Dhxie,” you'll recall him as the old man who sang
tn 2 quarter with Binz, We went up to his roam in the
hotel after rhe show and sanz a few for him. When he
leaned his head against the wall and started to beat it (the
wall) with his hst, we knew that he was hearing for the
first time, barbershop harmeny such as comes only out of
our Society and the like of which has never been heard in
Hollywood.”

RECIPE A LA BLOOMINGTON

T"his from our thriving Bloomington Chapter: “Every
member of our Chapter is ar heart a music lover. We
hive the finest choral director in the country ( John Han-
son). WWe have attractive quarters to meet in: a most
congenial group of members; and every dogzone one of
us foves to harmonize,  That, friends, is the recipe for a
sueressiinl Chaprer.”

PROCLAMATION

By virtue of office as President of the Society tor
the Preservation and Encouragement of Barber Shap
Ouarter Singing in America, [ proclaim the week
including April eleventh, “"Founder's Week,"” and
call upon every Chaprer in the United States to
celebrate in some suitable manner on their nearest
meeting night,

[t is firing that we pause once a vear fo pay
tribute w our Founder, O, C. Cash, and to that
little group of Tulsans who six years ago formed the
first Chapter of our Sociery, which has spread
throuzhout the length and breadtli of our land,

To our founding fathers we owe a debt of grati-
tude for inaugurating a movenient that has brought
to us a wealth of good fellowship, laval friends, and
a zest for living that previously had not been aurs.

Brother Barbershoppers, let’s celebrate our sixth
anniversary with a burst of harmeny that will do
justice to the occasion. May this be but one of
many milestones in the glorious history of a Society
that is destined to grow and prosper through the
years,

Hal Staab, President.

Registrations

[nserted in this issue of The Harmwonizer are three
registration blanks as tollows:

1y Horel Baok-Cadillac room  reservarion  postal,

which should be filled out and mailed immediately. Be-
cause of stringens governmment rulings applying o all
Detroir hotels, less than half the expected registrants a
aur Conference can bhe housed in the Book-Cadillac. The
wanagement will make every effort 1o place the overflow
i nearby horels, with which i has a working agreement
i__bl'.'ll'lﬁ’]“ ]Jt"!:'lljl'-l_z'lill'lli' | Flrl'l. S.I'!(le) __:'.

2} Conference advance registration card. To avoid
the danger of not being able to accommodate all Confer-
ence registrants ai the fve preliminary contests and the
Friday Night President's Program, registration will be
Himited to 1300,

3y Quurter registration blank. A maxinum of 73
quarters can be handled in the Ave prelimiinary contests,
so the vegistration will be limited ro that pumber of
guartets. The frst 73 regstrations will be  accepted.
Others will, of necessiry, he refused,

All registrations, {hotel, conference, and quartet), re-
ceived from the State of Michigan will be held out and
will not be entered until April 13th, This will give regis-
trations from other states thirty days “jump” on Michi-
gan, the host stare. Don't fail to take advantage of that
gesture from the 21 Michizan Chapters. Get your regis-
trations into the mail withour delay. Be sure they reach
Detroit before April 15th.

L. to R—Glenn Bennitt, tenar (Detreit Palice Deps); Lyle
McEerrell, lead (Oifie Mapager, Hanner Lawadry); Carl
Restivo, bari [ Derroit Civil Service Commizsion); Mike Arizone,
bass (Engineer, Fisher Bady Div., GMC).

Nearly every Chapter has a quarter that’s usually re-
ferred to as the “wark-horses” because they always seem
to be “on Call” for anv worthy civic project.  Sponsored
for the past year and a half by Jess Greene, owner of the
Progressive Industries Company, the tour hoys pictured
above have gladly made scores or appearances ar Bond
Rallies, USO shows, Red Cross and Civilian Defense
shows, hospirals, camips and church functions.  They
never say “No™ to any patriotic or conununity appeal for
entertainment.



THE HARMONIZER 19

CHAPTER OPPORTUNITIES
FOR COMMUNITY SERVICE

CY PERKINS, Chairman

National Community Service Committee

In 2 recent discussion concerning Community Service
Activities both Pres. Hal Staab and Nat’l Sec. Carroll
Adams agreed that this activity of our Society was in a
considerable degree a matter of Public Relations.

In recognizing this apparent relationship it is obvious
that each local chapter enjoys the finest apportunities ro
promote its own welfare and good standing in the com-
munity, At the same time our National Society benefits
because of the fine unselfish efforts of the local Chapters.

The size of the Chapter has little to do in measuring the
amount of service it can render in its locality. In these
troublesome days we don't have to go far afoot to find
either a military camp, a hospital or U.5.0. headguar-
ters. Lo those of you who have organized a program of
entertainment and presented it before any of these groups
one need hardly speak of reward. To those of you who
have not as yet participated in this splendid activity it
may be stated emphatically that yvou have a thrill coming.
When you put on some entertainment for these boys vou
earn vourself some of the most spontaneous, sincere and
even tumnultuous applause vou've ever listened to. They
tove our kind of barbershop singing—they eat it up and
clamor for more. (Give it to them. They're the kind of
appreciative audience that cause good barbershoppers to
pause for a moment and give thanks to God for having
given them a voice with which to bring joy and happiness
and entertaimment to others,

In those communities where neither military camps nor
hospitals exist the Chapter can offer its services to the
various committees in charge of the War Bond Drives,
the Red Cross, church social functions, or to those hos-
pitals and institutions for the unfortunates, There is no
limit to the opportunities available to every Chapter but
we should not make others look for us and call on us for
the sort of entertainment which we should be freely
offering for every worthwhile activity in our community,

Omne of the smallest Chapters in our Society from the
standpoint of membership is the Cicero-Berwyn Chapter
of the Chicago suburbs. But fellows how those barber-
shoppers hit the ball. Thev're on the go several times a
week—presenting their fine chorus under the able leader-
ship of top showman Frank Kalal and offering the stir-
ring eotertainment of their several quartets, They make
a business of self sacrifice in order to bring our kind of
entertainment to all within range of their voices. They
are continuously doing a grand job of publicity for their
own Chapter and for the National Society as well.

Experience has proven that the Communirty Service
Activities function best when each local Chapter works
thru its own Community Service Conunittee.  This lat-
ter group should conract in person, or by letter, the
proper parties concerned with every movement for the
betterment and improvement of the region. The com-
mittee can then set up a schedule of appearances and
work out a program most suitabie for each particular
occasion.

PRESIDENT STAAB VISITS JERSEY

New Jersey boasts of three thriving Chapters—New-
ark {Essex County), Jersey City {(Hudson County), and
Paterson (Passaic County). National President Hal
Staah was their guest at a “President’s Party” held in
East Orange recently. The affair was arranged by the
officers of Newark Chapter.

President Hal addressing members and guests of the three
Chapters. L. to R.—Roy Wilsey, Sec.-Treas.,, Newark; Pres.
Hal; Harry Fioretti, Newark President; and Bruce Ott, Chair-
man of the pariy.

One of Newark's quartets. L. to R.—Dawve Sloan, tenor;
Arthur Graham, lead; Joe Mascott, bari; Harry Fioretti, bass,

THE 1943 NEW JERSEY STATE CHAMPIONS

The Garden State Quartet, of Jersey City. L. to R.—Ted Rau,
Bab Freeland, John Briody and Joseph Marrese.

HERE'S REAL INTER-CHAPTER COOPERATION

As an example of being good neighbors, here’s one
for the book. The fourteen members of the Executive
Committee of the Detroit {Michigan No. 1} Chapter
are all active members of the Oakland County (Michigan
No. 93 Chapter. And the eleven members of the Oak-
land County Executive Committee are all active members
of Detroit Chapter. Such collaboration is sure to be
valuable in the staging of the 1944 National Contest and
Conference in Detroit, June 15, 16, 17,



20 THE HARMONIZER

THE OKIE FOUR... Tulsa., Okla.

Permanent National Champions of Swipe
{ L hev swvipe all thete chords from ather quaricts

Thisis the tenth «:

The Okie Four is the only quarter rhar can claim an
alumni sssociation of over 10 members, Confidentially,
that’s how bad rthev are. Most of their alumnt are still
running away, Unfortmately, it isn't possible to show o
picture of the present Okies because the boys have oo
many sheritfs after them and arve afraid o have their pie-
rures published for fear they'll be reproduced and begin
showing up in post offices.

Far whar it's worth, we give vou herewith hing
raphical skerches of each of the Okies. You don't have o
belteve any of it

W, B (Bill) Downing, tenor, has been described as
“tops of the tops.” Brother Downing is one of the numer
ous vice presidents of the Fourth National Bank of Tulsa,
Okla. {deposits insured ). He is a man of striking uppear-
ance, with a magnified high forehead and spectacles,
which he keeps polished ar all rimes, even in the face of
the lead singing of Brother J. Frank Rice. Aniong other
quartets, Brother Downing is a former member of the
far-famed “Tom Car Four.” and the “Fearless Four,”
both well known during Spanish American War days.
Guiseppi Bentonelli, tenor of Metropolitan Grand Opera,
sometines known as Joe Benton oi Oklahama, often has
expressed envy of Brother Downing's voice.

I, Frank Rice. Okie's lead, has sometimes been called
“the most beantiful lead this side of Heaven.” The refer-
ence is to Brother Rice's vocal abilities and not to his per-
sanal appearance, Brother Rice is an executive in the gas
division of the Cities Service Company at Bartlesville,
Okla. He sang tor many vears with the celebrated Rice
Brothers quarret and attracred unusual arrention diring
the SPEBS05A Convention and Nationa!l quarter con
tests at New York by going into a drug store and seeking
10 purchase a plow for his ranch, Whenever the Okies

= oarries of skerches of well known SPEBSUSA quartets.

break out with a new chord, followers of the group are
usually heard to say, “Well, Rice and the boys have stolen
another close one from some quartet.” Brother Rice is
noted for lig ability ro remember the words and stay on
pitch, which some say, is a valuable asset for a lead singer.

(. C. Cash, Okie baritone, has often been described
by Mr. Cash as “the world’s champion barbershop bari-
tone.” He is an attorney and rax commissioner for the
Stanolind il and Gas Cormpany and aftilinted companies.
Cash was at one time the center af a heated debarte that
nearly broke up the quartet. Other members of the Okies
insisted that Cash sing with a rival quartet in a state
championship event while the other guartet urged thar
Cash sing with the Okies. Lawrence Tibbert, also a bari-
tone singer, stopped between trains in "Tulsa recently just
to hear Cash sing, and commented, “Ciad, how [ wish I
could hit them en the nose like that fellow Cash.” He
referred, of course, to Cash's work as a tax expert. Cash
is founder and "“Permanent Third Assistant Temporary
Vice Chairman of SPEBSQSA, Inc.

Fred D. Graves, Okie bass, is a reformed operatic sing-
er and one-time musical note reader. "1t took me a long
time to work my way up from operatic singing.” Graves
often says, “but I made it and now I am getting some-
where.”” He did not say where. During 1917-18, Brother
Graves did some light opera work (welter-weight divi-
sion | under the direction of Paul Whiteman, The navy
was rather closely associated at that tme with both these
ventlemen, Afterward Brother Graves did other operatic
and semi-clazsical singing, bur alwavs nurtured a desire
to complete his musical education and fit huwself for a
barbershnp quarter carcer.  Brother Graves is a sales
executive, with the National Supply Company of Tulsa.
Okla.. and a darned zood one. too, he admits.

VETS FOUR OF KALAMAZOO

L. ta R.—Don Vaughn, bari; Erni¢ Johnson. bass; Don Her-
rington, tengr: Teom Spickews, lead, Enwey No. 2 in the 1044
Maticnal Contese, June 15, 16, 17. This quartet sent in j18 feg-
istration early in February, just a few hours after Chicagoe's
Misfize, always the frst te enter the National, each year.

MARLOWE COMES UP WITH ONE

At the January 13th National Board meeting in De-
troit, many suzoestions for the goad of the Society were
made, including a novel one by Clarence Marlowe, Presi-
dent of the Clavton Chapter. Clarence suggested that
each Chapter set asiile funds throuzhout the vear to help
defrav the expenses of ar least ane quarter from the Chap-
ter, as well as the President and the Secretary of the
Chaprer, in connection with their attendance at the An-
nual National Contest and Conference.

ADDITIONAL COPIES OF “AFTER DARK"”

Through an ¢rror in ordering, we didin’t have sutficient
copies of the official Seciety arrangement of “After Dark”
to go around, so if you were one of the unlucky members
who didn't receive a copy in your Harmonizer, just tell
vour Chapter Secretary and he will order the needed
copies froin the National Office. A recent re-run of the
arrangement makes it possible to Rl all orders.
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President Staab “<“Gives Out™

(Excerpis [rom talds made by National President Hal
Staah at the mid-winter meeting of the National Board.)

“Three things have struck me most forcibly during my
membership in this Society, the remarkable good-fellow-
ship that ix rampant at our gatherings, the real friendships
that are made, and the high level upon which all of ouy
activities are vun. [ have nor heard of, nor have 1 heard,
anv Society Quartet sing even the shightest ofi-color seng
at ¢ither local, Srate or National gathering. [t 15 a tribute
to the splendid type of men who belong to our organiza-
tion, and ta the high ideals and aspirations of ouwr National
Saciety.”

“We are fast approaching the time when a full-time
Sccretary will be a necessity, as ne man can properly
handle on a part-time basis the mountain of work thar
has resulted from the increased number of Chaprers and
members. The problem of financing the salary of a full-
time man will be difficult, but it must be done. The
selection of the right man is of the utmost importance. A
poor selection would throw eur progress into reverse. We
will get just what we pay for. Personally, | favar obtain-
ing the best man available even if the salary is fairly lagh,
because a mood man will pay his own way!”

w ) #*

“Qur Chapters all over the United States are contin-
uing the work of serving their cennnunities. Groups and
quartets are singing at bond rallies, patriotic meetings,
USC) centers, hospitals. camps and traming stations. They
are using their abilities to raise funds for all sorts of patri-
otic and philanthropic enterprises.  Man for man. T am
confident, that our Suciety 1s doing more service work for
their communitics and Nation than anv other service or-
ganization in America.”

“T am happy to announce that there is underway the
organization of a ‘Champion’s Club,” consisung of mem-
bers of the winning guarter at our avuual contests, new
guartets to join at the close of their year as “Champs.”
Plans are being formulated for a club that will be a real
asset ro our Societv. Doc Enmeier of the Chordbusters 18
Chairman, and members of the commirtee are George Me-
Caslin of the Barelesville Barflies, Sam Barnes of the Flat
Foot Four, and Jim Dovle of the Klastic Four. All hail
the Champs!”

ANSWERS TO “GIRLS IN SONGS'—PAGE 11

1. “Daisy Bell 2. “Sweet Adeline.” 3. Jeanie With
the Light Brown Haiv.,” 4. “Sally in Our Alley.” 5.
“Sue’—better known as "She Was Bred in Old Ken-
tucky,” 6. “Juanita.” 7. "Sweer Genevieve.” 8. “Nelly
Gray.” 9. “Chloe.” 10. “Dinah.” 11. “Rose Marie.”
12, “Annie Laurie.” 13, "My Gal Sal.” 1. “Clementine.”
15 “Sweet Alice.”” 16. "Celia”"—hetter known as “Drink
to Me Only . . .” 17. “Kathleen.” 18. “Sweet Sue.” 19
“Aura Lee.” 20, “Sylvia.”

OUR NEW LAPEL EMBLEM
{8ee Frout Cover)

Working under authority delegated to lim by the Na-
tional BBoard ar the January 13th meeting in Detroit, Na-
tinnal Historian and official “"Harmenizer”™ Arve Lditor
Dick Sturaes, of Atlanta, drew a cover design for this
issue, He then reduced it in size to become the pattern of
our new official SPEBSQSA lapel emblem, which is avail-
able to all members through their chapter secretanies at
§1.25,

You'll like the new pin . .. Tt's a honey! . . . Sterling
silver, gold plated. Dick describes rhe genesis of the new
design this way. “In the Spring ot 1942, Charles Cimerro,
Atlanta Chapter mamber, sugrested ta me a destgn for a
Society emblem, based on a barber pole, with a lyre in the
background, and the Socierv's initials in a ribbon across
both, In the Fail of 1943, Joe Wolff, National Board
member and past president of Detroit Chapeer, submit-
ted a design showing =& barber pole, superimposed on a
lyre, all contained in a ¢ircle.

“Then 1. Dick Sturges, who never had an original idea
in my life, in my hest kleptomaaiac manner, stole both
ideas, combined them, and hornswoggled the National
Board inte accepting wy design as o new lapel emblem.
Brother members [ hope vou bLike it. [F vou don't, just
send a written complaiat to Mr. Anthony's ‘Court of
Human Relations.” | assure you in advance, you'll get no
place fast—because [ have the National Board, and my
Emblem Committee, { WolH, Adams, and myself}, solid-
v on my side.”

WHEN PRESIDENTS GET TOGETHER

When Presidents get rogether (with a Seeretary thrown
in), not one good head of hair is visible, showing how hard
these hovs work for their Chaprers.  These gentlemen
were snapped at che last monthly meeting of the Detroit
Chaprer { Michigan No. 1) in the Hotel Book-Cadillac.

L. to R.—Joseph P. Wolf, past President of Detrnit; W,
Weish Pierce, President, Chicagoe; Marvin Brower. President,
Grand Rapids; Joseph M. Jones (with shaving mug gavel),
President, Detroit; Carroll P. Adams, Naljonal Secretary; W.
Carleton Scott, President, Oakland County.
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WOLFF, NOMINATED
SINGINEST BASNS

With Don Gitbert, lead, of Saginaw and Phil Embury,
baritone, of Warsaw holding undisputed (as yet) posi-
tions in the “Singin’est Quartet” that could be put togeth-
er in the Society, excluding the Founder from competition,
the other two places must be filled in advance of the June
Conference; and Detroiter, Joseph P. Wolff's name has
been placed in nominatian,

According to quick stide rule estimates, Joe has trav-
elled the equivalent of twice around the earth, with
enough additional miles to reach from Northampton,
Mass., to Wichita, all for the purpose of lifting chat
mellow bass in song at SPEBSQSA functions.

The statistician compiling these figures did not have
access to the complete Walft mileaze records.  But cities
visited for barbershopping purposes and number of visits
include : Muskegon-3, Grand Rapids-4, Suginaw-3, IFlint-
4, Chicago-2, Pt. Huron-2, Jackson-3, Pontiac-3, Lans-
ing-5, Rosedale Gardens-2, Kalamazoo-2, St. Louis-2,
Caro, Tecumseh, Albion, Traverse City, Peoria, Il
Battle Creek and twice ta Chicago.

The mileage includes also 9,348 miles traveiled by foor,
taxi, horseback, private auto and sedan chair to attend
meetings ot the Oakland County and Detroir chapters.

During meetings covered by existing records, Wolff has
sung with 189 organized quartets—and just double that
number of catch-as-catch-cans in rooms whose scenery
has ranged from fag draped stages to undraped shower
baths.

Unless the august commiteee, seli-appointed to pass
upon entrants in this competition, receives a competitive
noinination for the bass section of the Singin'est, Woll
will be nominated by acclamation.  Send your nomina-
pons—ind why—to Sec. Adams who clears all such 1m-
portant matters.

THE VARIETY FOUR
{Oakland County, Mich., Chapter)

A veteran quartet that probably fills az many civic, fraternal.
patriotic and <communily engagements as any foursame in
SPEBSQS8A, And do these boys love Lo barmonize. L. 10 R.—
Les Langlois, bass, Chief Inspector of a Detroit manufaciuring
concern; Tom Carruthers, lcror., service station owmer; Leo
Stiers, lead. Burmingham Police Force; Archie Livingstox, bari,
barber (believe it or not),

Our New Chapters

Since the December issue of the Harmonizer went to
press, our Society has been augmented by the addition of
the following new Chapters. We welcome them into this
great fraternity of harmony, and we pass on to our readers
an anvitation from each of the new Chapters to visit
their imeetings when in or near the respective cities. The
new Chapters are lisited in the order in which they were
chartered.

PASSAIC COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

41 Charter Members; meefings held in Paterson; James
I, Matchews, President, 65 Jackson St., Paterson, N. [.;
Richard Caples. Secretary, 603 Mamn 5r.; William Hol-
combe, Chairman Membership Committree, 369 Broadway.

GARY, INDIANA

37 Charter Members; Gilbert B. Carpenter, President,
614 Tennessee St.; Harold R. Ebert, Secretary, 776
Ohio St.

MASSILLON, OHIO

74 Charter Members; L. V. Beamer, President, 823
Main Se., W, Robert E. Smith, Secretary, 34 Fifth Sc.,
§. E.; George "Red” Bird, Music Director.

CINCINNATI, OHIO

23 Charter Members; C. AL “Curt” Harsh, President,
2507 Carew Tower; J. J. Moore, Secretary, 304 High-
land Ave., Fort Thomas, Ky.

NEW YORK CITY

30 Charter Members; Walter F. Morris, President
{alsa President of “Club Harmony”), 93 W, 133rd St.,
RBronx, N. Y.: T. J. Hanlon, Secretary, 389 Walton St.,
Byrony, N. Y.

OAK PARK-RIVER FOREST, ILLINOIS

27 Charter Members: A. L. Sreinhauser. President,
158 N. Ridgeland. Qak Park, 1l ; R. L. lrvine, Secrc-
tary, 914 TJackson Ave.. River Torest, [l

HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT

40 Charter Members; Glenn Rowell, Acting-Secre-
tary, ¢/o Veedor-Root. Inc., 20 Sargent St.

FT. BENNING, GEORGIA

(Spirit of 176th Infantry Chapter). Qur first char-
tered Chapter among the Armed Forces; 18 Charter
Members; Cpl. Don A. Hasse, President, Service Co.
176th Infantry; Pfc. John H. Osrertag, Secretary, 176th
Lia f;mtry Band.

LORAIN, OHIO

36 Charter Members: Mayor Harry G. Van Wagnen,
President, City Hall; Thomas J. Woad, Secretary, 1977
E. 3lst St

MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA

11 Charter Mewhers: Kenneth K. Goit, President,
1932 Penn Ave., S.; T W. Keaster, Secreravy, 4010 I
Lake St.

WHEATON, ILLINOIS
18 Charter Members; Dr. Wayne Chilcote, Presidenr,
&34 S. Wheaton Ave.; W. T, Callarman, Secretary, 226
E. Roosevelt Road.
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THE OLD SONGS

THE SONGS THEY SANG IN THE NINETIES

There can be no better source of informarion abouts rhe Old Songs than rhe members of this Sociery.  This
nith group increases the total of song titles listed so far to 128, There are many more zood old harmony songs
but vour help is needed to remind ws of them.  Ewven 1f you can recollecr just one old timer that brought delighe

to the harmony addicts of days gone by, tell us about it

Send alonz vour song sugrestions, rogether with any infor-

mation veu may have on dates, authors, vomposers and publishers, to National Secretary, Carroll P. Adams. 19220
Gainsborough Road, Detroir 23, Mich, Thanks for vour cooperation

TITLE YEAR
Annie Roonie LRSI
s Your Hair Grows Whiter 1857
Daisv Bell (Bievele Buile for Twa) 1392

Fatal Wedding 18%1

Grirl T Laved in Sunny ‘Tennessee 1899
Hella! My Bahy 1§au
ot Time in the Gld Town Tuonight 1894
i Love You in the Same Old Way [896
In Good Old New York Town 1559
Just As the Sun Wenr Down 15958
Jisst One Girl 1898
Juse Tell Them That You Saw Me 1495
Eathleen {50 Fair and Bright) 1394
Mammy's Little Pumpkin Colored Cuons 1897
My Hest Girl's a Corker 895
Uo the Benches in the Park 1896
She Is More to Be Pitied Than Censored 1898
She May tlave Seen Beirer Days 1894
Somebody Loves Me 1893
Say Au Revoir But Not Goodbye 1393
Sunshine of Paradise Alley 1895
Sweer Rusie O'Grady 1396
Where ihe Sweet Magnolias Bloom 1899
While Strolting Thru the Park One Day 1880
White Wings 1354

AUTHOR-COMPOSER

Michael Nalan
Harry Dacre
Harry Dacre Edw. B, Marks Music C
Crussie L. Davis
Braisted-Carrer

Paul Dresser
Kennett-Udall
Kennet-7dall M, Witmark & Sons
Paul Dresser
Helene Mara
Hillman-Perrin
John Stromberg
Jim Thornton
Wm. B. Grax
Jim Thornton T. B. Harms & Co.
THaitie Starr

Harry Kennedy
Ford-Bratren
Maud Nugent
Sterling-Von Tilzer
Ed Halex Robbins Music Corp.
Banks Winter

PUBLISHER

M, Wimnark & Sons
Ladw. B. Marks Music Corp.

Edw. B. Marks Music Corp.
Edw. B. Marks Music Corp

[oe Howard Robbins Music Corp.
Mers-Hayden LEdw, B. Marks Music Corp.
Ford-Bratron M. Witmark & Sans

Paull-Pioneer Music Corp.
M. Witmark & Sons

Paull-Pioneer Music Carp.
Law, B. Marks Music Carp
M. Whitmark & Sons

Ldw. B. Marks Music Corp.
LEdw. B. Marks Music Corp.
Edw. B. Marks Music Corp.

Lilw. B, Marks Music Corp.
Robbins Music Corp.

Edw. B, Marks Music Corp.
Mills Musie, Ine.

Chapiro, Bernstein & Co.

Edw, B. Marks Music Corp.

BARBER POLECATS REMAIN TRUE TO FORM

Advices from Kansas City reaching us reveal rhat the
Barber Polecars have added another to their alwmni asso-
ciation.  Ed Bowlen, tenor, is rhe latest to join this ever
growing group.  Ed iz a salesman and found thae he had
ta spend soomich time traveling he couldn’c keep up with
the i!'u|:\\~. i rehearsals.,

Henry (Red) Davenpare, a quarteter from way back,
has taken over the rop spot in rhe quarter.  Red sang
with John Hanson of Peoria way back in 1919 when they
were both holding down hunks of Germian soil with the
Army of Qceupation. ( Trouble with thar Army was
they didn’t eccupy enough.)

PLAN ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS

The National Comimittee an Achievement Awards,
aded by Frank C. Moarse of Auskeson, announces that
this year there will be awarded a first and second prize in
ach of four population groups.  The first in cities of
twenty-five thousamd and less; next, in cities of rwenry-
five thousand o one hundred thousand : one hundred thou
sand to five hundred thousand, and aover five hundred
thousanid.  This means that eight Chapters will receive
awards this vear instead of six, as was the case last year,
The Commirtee will make its decisions an rhe information
given in the quarterly Achievement Award Reports sent
in by Chapter Secretavies to the National Office.  This
item should serve as a reminder to Chapter Secretaries
that the April 1st Activities Report should be a symmary
of the Chapter’s activities and accomplishments singe
July lst of last year.

Is This the First Beard?

As far as we have bheen
able tn determine in the ol
itarial office of The Hm
mwonizer, [.. C. Baston, re
cently  elected Presidenr of
Tulsa Chapter, is the Soci- Q
etv's firsr bearded member. 1
The Tulsa Tribune, com-
menting e Brother Baston's
election, said in part.
Mustaches, of course, have
long been recognized as aid-

ing materially in producing R
close harmony. They vibrare

gently an the intake, lending

4 reedv note ro whatever i3 being sung.  This is the frss
time, however, that a man with a beard has heen named
ro such an exalted office with the SPEBete. . . . a noble
experiment . . . to determine it close harmony, after being
strained throuzh a beard, can still be identifed as music.”

LET'S HAVE A QUARTET
FROM EVERY CHAPTER
IN THE '44 CONTEST
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

We huve only limited space, so don't ]
be offended if YOUR letrer isn't here

OBIE 1S WORRIED
To the Editor:

I'm worried.

The reputation of the *Slap Happy Chappies™ is ar
stake. Our claim to fame as the “world's worst” has
been challenged.  Our position as the “cellar cham-
pions” has been disputed.  Ouy throne is torteving .
we're slipping . frankly. Carroll, T'n1 deeply con-
cerned.

Oh, sure, [ heard all abour Dick Sturges pnpp'nr oh
at the Detroit meeting in January ahuut “(aeory
Peach Pickers'” and whar they are Eoing to -.'. to us at
the National Contest in June, all of which doesn’s even
give me the slichtest concern. My trouble is far more
deep-seated than thar. [ have every confulence it ['n_-_.‘
pood old “Slap l"I||"I'lil.~' " When it comes to competi-
tion . . . whes the zoing really gets tough Cwe'll rake
care of the “"Peach Pic kees.” I'm not the least disturbed
abour that.

The real trouble is that the “Slap Happies™ ave going
“high bicvele” and thereon hangs the rale.

[+ all started when Don Gilberr, who has a habit of
jumping into his plane every time he fecls a wng COMIng
on aud Aying down to Texas, Tulsa, or |nJ|nt~ east, west,
north or south o dig up a few harmonizers; it all hap-
pened when Don gor hubnoblmw with some of the boys
‘.\'hU Cian l‘f'.'l” S

Back he came fram one of these flving song fests \\1r1
a pitch pipe and the startling information that practically
Jdl af the bercer foursomes throughout the length and
breadeh of these good old United States before they searr

to sing a sone . . . pick our a key.

That was news ro us.  Heretofore, we just hined up
{oir abreast, ciwound and took off.  From therve on in ir
was every man for himself. This kev business, however,
was something new, strange and st wtling, and we started
kicking 1t around like a kid wich a new toy.

At frst we didn’t take it seriously.  We thoughe that
our songs sounded better when we were all siging in
the same kev but 'lowed as how we might be just a little
hit prejudiced.  Then we noticed thac folks didn’t hoid
their ears when we sang i1 fact, same of them didn't
even hold their noses when we finished.

Well, sir, before we realized whar was happening, Car-
roll, the darn thing had us. We started tackling things
Jike “You're As Welcome As the Flowers in \_[(-\_"
1 LO‘.-’E the bl[&l imn \ aur Hair “Qiveer Sixteen’ with
hive changes, and the nuts were off the buggy completely.

Junior Joyner, our baritone, began to get interested in
arrangements, aid now has two or three mimbers where
he sings baritone all the wayv thru. Nexr, he's going
start learning the words,

“Bloomie,” the bass, has gone in for Joo Wolff and
Johnnie Buitendorp basso swipes and Don Gilhert has be-

sunt 1o worny abour whether thev're “ton high or too
fow." Iven [ have discovered thar the renor sn't always
just rwo nates above rhe lead, bue there ssi't @ lor L can
do about that.

Do you wonder that I'm worried. Carroll?  Can it be
thae the “world’s worst’ has gone “white tie and tails,”
and all on account of thar goi darned pitch pipe?

Rur thac's not the hali of it.  The other nighe at Battle
Creek [ eanghe the bovs with funay little pleams in their
£y ||'-"re;'.-_'_-_ \\';'_h e |h;1.—| g‘!;i-?i?.i\'_',' witerest Lo '[he

tion of the Lovd’s Praver

I

“Elastic Four's" ren

Do you wonder that Vm worried?  Wouldn'v ir be
awiul, Carroll, it we just up and pulled out of the con-
test and left che " Peach Pickers”™ in undisputed possession
ot our cherished ehs ||..|-.|...~|'.|_'- as the worsre in the world 2
Waouldn't {t be awiul i we suddenly 1':'.,' a ’|'n flop and
went in for “higher art™ and won the Nanonal Cham

|"1>!15h|D?
Swaouldn®ooee be awiul ?
Ohbie.
(1. George O'Brien—"T1enor of the Slap Happy Chaptey
of the Saginaw, Michizan Chaprer.)

Brother, vou said it . .

DICK REGISTERS A PROTEST

T'a the Editor of the Harmonizer :

1

Your Seprember, 1'"™3, issue ca ::-. an arucle entitled
"flu- World 'z \.\.-:-.- Quarter.”  Whether or not t]’lP
‘) of that article is mis-intormed abour the world's
compelitars f-.u that tithe, or whether he is just trving
to steal the ctle from the guarter to whon rightfulls
belones, I don'r know.  Bur I'do know that vau, vourselr,
knc“ VETy \\'[‘II ro L":"||||'_|_ the title '11:-|-s|1_._-., having riss
only heard them. but having had a written history of
them, and vour publicarion of the above numed article
leaves you wide open for a libel suir, or a kick in the
pants, and preferably both!  How much did he pay vou?

On what possible rrounds does this O'Brien person
base Jis claim that his quarter is the worst?  Thid they
prove it betore a critical preliminary audience?  Did
they make Q. C. Cash hold his head and mwutter, ©T
should never have q;.u'v'- i F Did they run every pas-
sentper out of the club car when I'_|1L‘_‘. tried o »;r|_: a nuni-
ber en-route 2 Did they ever have the record ackir
operator fatnt when they tred to make a record?  Did

they

Covse [I:-:": spon=ar o o '-u.--:pir | :/t.'.| AReT ,|| ,.||.
themi? {and after he had alveady given them their expense
check, thank goodness.) NO—he just simply stares thas
they wre the Waorlil's Warst,  Pitile, Bash and hkewise
ipplesace.

L’Iea\e be advised that there is only one wenuine. au-
thentic and bonalide “World’s Worst Quartet” and that

Contivned on Next Poge
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they are the “Peach Pickers.”” Their ntle was vightfully

earned and rthey will defend it against any and all usurp-
g

ers.

I request, demand and insist that both you and rthe
gentlemen from Sapinaw, publicly retract vour state-
ments, or ¢lse do so thronush the medium of the Harmon-
izer, and you berter make it snappy before [ get real
angry.

Dick Sturges,

Undisputed World Champion Organizer and Director of
Weird Sounding Barbershop Quartets, Nor Incor-
porated.

REAL QORIGIN OF SOCIETY, AT LAST!

Ta the Editor:

Had T known the lasc issue of *““The Harmonizer" was
to he a founder's number 1 would have sent along the

story of the actual origin of SPEBSQSA.

One night in 1938 Owen Cash was ar the Brown
Palace Hotel in Denver, In need of companionship, hc
sought a few congenial souls to sing with him.  He can-
vassed the lobby bur was only thought slightly odd by
those whom he approached. By this time the urge o sing
had become a determination, Taking the telephone direc-
tory he began calling nwnbers ar randam. If a female
voice amswered, he hung up, but if a man answered he
was asked if he could sing barbershop harmony, For a
half hour, all answers were negatively bricf, profane, or
pettishly inguisitive until one chap said. “Where are
vou?” In short order a quarter was under way.

Owen went through the same routine in St. Lowss and
returned to Tulsa convinced that something should he
done about it.  He did. He invited a number of friends
to a meeting and told them of his experiences, He sug-
gested thar there ought to be a national directory of bay-
bershoppers so anyone could indulge in some close har-
mony in a strange town whenever he felt the need. A
petition for a WPA projece, authorized to spend $1,100,-
000.00 in compiling such a directory, was framed

To start the ball rolling, it was decided to compile such
a directory locallv.  And thar s how SPEBSQSA started,
believe 1t or not.

One nighe last November, 1 met Cash in the Rice Ho-
tel, Houston, and he suzgested we pick up a lead and
bass somewhere. We tried all the négro bellbays, but the
new wai crop aren't up on their duties, so Cush thought
we ought to try the snooty Empire Room just off che
lobby.  In less than ten minutes we had a Ffair quarte:
going and one of the birds turned out to be a lead Cash
had found by phone in Baton Rouge, La., a vear before.

"This true birth account belongs in the archives sorne-
where, so the Brothers may have a true conception of the
Founder’s early strugsles. I'm sure sueh No, | Chap-

ter orgamizers as Fred Graves, Ray Granger, Bill Down-
ing. Puny” Blevens, Rupert Hall, Roscoe Adams, et al.,
will gladly vouch for the authenticity of the foregoing.®

Best regards,

Bill Lowe, Tulsa.

BT he Editor wcants it clearly understood that HE does
aof, and hesitates to run any chances of spotling a good
story by quizzing any of the genilemen referred to,

RAY GRANGER STILL FIGHTING THE WAR

Dear Friend Carroll:

Is my face red? Never was I so ashamed of mvself for
failing to write to a friend.  But honest: (now you know
the old ALIBI is comiing) I have been one of the most
busy birds vou ever heard of. Whar with Hospitals,
Sick-hays, Fire Fighting Schools, Damage Control
Schools, Teacher Traiming Schoals, and sundry other
duties attached to the General Rank of FLUNKY, in
this Man's Navv.

At one time in my past life I had the crazy idea that
eight hours constituted a man’s work day; vou remember
the old program, eight hours sleep, eight hours work and
cight hours plav.  Well, now I work eight, then work
eizht, then try and sleep the balance and piay during the
Annual Convention of the SPEBSQSA.  (And just my
Lick pass out like Lorties Eyve the very first dayv.)

No kidding, Carroll, T think vou are doing the VERY
FINEST jobh | have ever witnessed. T understand, bet-
ter than vou think, how much midnight ol vou must
burn to make the Sociery the success it 1. Magazines
don't just happen: they must he well planned. And the
last one vou put out was a HONLEY., And by the by, iz
was a very splendid thing, the honering of O. C. T
ralked to him a few davs ago, and ler me rtell you he was
thrilled.  OF course, modest fellow he is, he tried to hide
it.  But he told me of sending copies to his KIN (Okie
Talk). Let ine add my two cents worth. It is a splen-

did job, being WLELL done.

Well, I have been transferred down Deep in the Heart
{or maybe it is the TIT) of Dixie. [ left Mare Island
o Jan. 14th, stopped off in Tulsa for four days, then
reported here. This a Grand place o serve. Don't
know how long Il be here, but think it will be long
enough to allow me to attend the Annual at Detroic. It
i fully my intention to be there. Nothing short of a
major disaster will keep me away,

Well, Carvoll, T must shove-off. Thanks for keeping
e posted, for your kind wishes and pravers.  Express my
regards to everyone and I'll see vou in Detroit.

Yours for Peace and Harmony
A B
(«'Ra-\rlj,

Lieur. R. W. Granger, USNR
Naval Training School (Fire Fighters)
New Ovleans (Algiers), La.
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Michigan Happenings

Since the December Harmonizer was issued, Quartet
Parades have followed one another in the State of Michi-
gan in rapid succession. On January 13th the Detroit
Chapter Parade, in the Book-Cadillac Hotel, was staged
before 1200 people; two weeks later in Battle Creek the
Chapter in that city sraged its first Parade before 1600
people. Thienty quartets participated, including the Etas-
tics and the Harmonizers. On February 10th the Beld-
ing-Greenville Chapter had its Annual Ladies Nighe in
Greenville.  On February 12th the Kalamazoo Chapter
put on its annual Minstre! Show for the benefit of wound-
ed soldiers recuperating in the Percy Jones Hospital, and
the show was a grand success, both financially and musi-
cally.  Ovwer $1,000 was cleared {for welfare and recrea-
tional work among the hospital patients.

On Febroary 19th the 3th Annual Michigan Stare
Contest was held in Muskegon under the auspices of
the Chapter in thar city, which, inadentally, is the third
largest Chapter in the United States. Seventeen guartets
participated, and the judges were Thil Embury, Jim
Dayle, Cy Perkins and Deac Martin,  They used the
rules which have been set up for use at the National Con-
test in June, and evervone agreed that they worked out
excellently and should solve the problems which have
arisen in past vears over the guestion of what was the
best method to follow in judging barbershop guartets.
The Harmony Halls of Grand Rapids finished first; the
Vets Four of Kalamazoo, second; Ambassaders of De-
troit and Oakland County, third: Peter Pan Four of
Kalamazoo, fourth and the Continentals of Muskegon,
Afth.

On March 4th the Pontiac Chapter held its Arst Pa-
rade in the auditerium of the Pontiac High School before
1100 people.  Qutstanding guartets included the Four
Harmanizers, National Champions, and Barberettes of
Peoria.  John Hanson accompanied the DBarberettes on
the trip and did his stuff as community song leader, to
the great delight of the crowd. As we go to press, plans
for the Saginaw Chapter Parade on March 18th have
been completed, with the Elastic Four of Chicago and the
Morgan County Four of Jacksonville, T11., as two of the
outstanding features. ‘This Parade is scheduled for the
Civic Auditorium, which seats 3,000, On April 15th
the Grand Rapids Chapter will hold its Great Lakes In-
vitational Parade of Quartets in the Civic Auditorium,
which, incidentzallv, seats 3,000 people. Thwo weeks later
the Flint Chapter has its annual Jack and Jill party,
and in May comes the annval Kalamazoo Parade. The
boys up Michigan way sure do keep busy.

AN APOLOGY AND AN EXPLANATION

If this 1ssue contains na news items concerning your
Chapter, blame that fact on one of two things: either
that your Chapter Secretarvy neglected te send in the
January lst Chapter Activities Report {our only source
of news items), or that the story of vour Chapter was
one of many omitted from this issue for lack of space.

LT. MILLER WRITES FROM FORT KNOX

One of the first members of the Qakland County Chap-
ter to go into service, Lt. Cecil G. Miller, A. & R. Ofticer
at Fort Inox, Kentucky, recently wrote to his Chapter
Secretary in this vein:  “[ just want to write you a few
lines to thank vou for the copies of the Harmonizer that
I have been receiving so regularly. It brings back many
pleasant memories to me, and keeps in mind a mighty
pleasant thought to look forward to, when this fracas is
over, and all of us can return to our homes.

I have been one of the bovs wha is fortunate enough to
still be on this side, hut one of these days it will be wy
lot to go across and help out, and [ will say that I am
ready. All of us hate to leave a country like this, but
il it 1s necessary to preserve our freedom ane way of hiving,
no one will ‘back out” It is my lot to be in the Armored
Command in a Medium Tank Division, and | feel that
we have the best tanks in this war. Ieep up the spirit
at home, and organize as many Chapters as possible. If
it will give the folks at home a ‘li{t’ as it does us, mavbe
there will be a little less strife and less labor trouble. I
assure vou this is no time for such things.

The best of luck to all of you, and [ am looking for-
ward to the time when I can get back there and attend
those pleasant meetings and do all I can to help enlarge
the organization.”

ELASTIC RECORDS GO OVERSEAS

Recently Captain Enos E. Hook, member of the Wichi-
ta Chapter now stationed in Italy, ordered a complete set
of the Tlastic Four records to he sent to his fanuly m
Wichita ro keep for him until his recurn.  Here is Frank
Therne’s reply to the Captain:

“You certainly win the honor for having sent n the
order from the miost distant point for our Elastic Four
Records.

I am forwarding them in accordance with your mstruc-
rions.

We have received many favorable letrers, so it seems
cvervone enioys the records a great deal. [ told the
quartet about your letter and we decided that — if they
will just reach yvou in time—ryon should not have to wait
until the end of the war to knew whar at least a couple
of them sound like. Therefere, please be on the look-out
for a carton of rwo records which we are sending with
the compliments of the Llastic Four.

THE LAMPLIGHTERS, Cleveland

L. to R.—Tom Brown, tenor: Murray Honeycult, lead: J].
Ceci? Rowc_. pari; Wali Karl, bass. All four are with the Gen-
eral Electric Co., Nela Park, Cleveland.



Pin-up picture for the man who “can’t afford”

to buy an exira War Bond!

OU'VE heard people say: “I can't

afford to buy an extra War Bond.”
Perhaps you’ve saidl it yourself . . . with-
out realizing what a ridiculous thing it
is to say to men who are dying.

Yet it is ridiculous, when you think
about it. Because today, with national
income at an all-time record high . ..
with people making more money than
ever before . .. with less and less of

things to spend money for , . . practi-
cally every one of us has extra dollars
in his pocket.

The very least that yvou ean dois to
buy an extra $100 War Bongd . . . above
and beyond the Bonds you are now
buying or had planned to buy.

In fact, if you take stock of your re-
sources, andd check your expenditures,
you will probably find that you can

buy an exfra $200 .~ . or $300. .. or
even $500 worth of War Bonds.

Sounds like more than you “can af-
ford?” Well, young soldiers can't afford
to die, either . . . yet they do it when
called upon. So is it too much to ask
of us that we invest more of our money
in War Bonds . . . the best investment
in the world today? Is that too much
to ask?

Let’s all BACK THE ATTACK!

The Space for the Above WAR BOND AD Has Been Donated by . . .

THE CORN BELT CHORUS, and its Conductor, JOHN HANSON

Members of Peoria, Canton, Bloomington, Rock Island, and Moline Chapters participating.
Through the Courtesy of Vincent Quinn, President, Gipps Brewery




Back in 1885, many a fine
Barber Shop Quartette limbered
up its vocal chords with spark-
ling, delicious RED ROCK

beverages.

After nearly 60 years, RED
ROCK still stands for the best in
carbonated beverages and its

great family of bottlers carries on

in the RED ROCK tradition . . .

‘“‘Refreshment at its Best”

Today, thanks to SPEBSQSA,
the good old Barber Shop har-
mony of the 1885 period has been
preserved and brought up-to-date.

RED ROCK salutes SPEBSQSA
and the spirit of comradeship
and friendliness it engenders.
May the next 60 years see you

still ““goin® and growin in

YOUR tradition . . .

‘“Fellowship in Harmony”’

EDOCK COLA

REG. U.5. PAT, OFF,




