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Louisville Prepares For The Winter’s

e

Top Barbershop Show And Meeting

‘ ~ORD from General Chairman Fred Lotz of Lonis-
ville, Kentucky indicates that advance reservatious
for the 1955 Mid-Winter Convention (January 21-23)
will soon be completed. The reservation list is 900.

The Convention schedule will actually begin on
Thursday, January 20th, when arriving barbershop-
pers and their ladies receive n warm welcome from
the Louisville Weleoming Committee, headed by Ifritz
Drybrough.,

The Woodshed will get nnder way Thursday after-
noon. Johnny Hobb is the “local proprietor” who
guarantees:

... continuous extemjpiorancous entertainment. No
reasonable resemublance to harmony will he refused.
Runners will be furnished to ronnd-up a fourth for a
quartel, Basses beeome tenors and vice-versa at the
ground school of harbershopping, where every blessed
chord is cherished for its own perfection. This is
harbershopping at its best!” Johnny also promises for
the Woodshed an early opening and a elosing only
after the last quartet has gone to hed.

FFor the barbershop widows there will he a Hospi-
tality Room under the supervision of Mrs. Margaret
Cutsinger and her committee memhers. “This room,”
says Mrs. Cutsinger, “will be located within the Head-
quarters Hotel (Scelbach). Refreshments and infor-
mation scrviees will be available for the eonvenience
of the ladies of barbershoppers.” Ladies are inviled to
drop in for a cup of cofiee and a chat with friends.

Rachel and I5d Haeckett (past International Board
member) will act as the Convention’s General Hostess
and Host. And here’s a genial message from the
Hackett’s:

“When we were sclected hy the Louisville Chapter
to act as their official Host and Iostess for the 1955
Mid-Winter Convention we were both flattered and
delighted,

“Tt will he a pleasure to demonstrate thal the fine
hospitality always associated with Kentucky is more
thau a tradition, that it is in fact a very real thing zcal-
ously guarded and gladly prolerred at every oppor-
tunity.
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“We feel that this will be an opporiunity for ns to
reciprocate in part for the many kindnesses shown
our inembers on their many trips to shows, eontesls
and other barbershop funetions all over the country.

“We want you to know how welcome yon will be in
Louisville and that the big, wide, red carpet will be
rolled out all the way for you. Anything, anyhow,
anyplace and anytime—just call and we’ll be there.”

Registration will be headed by Irvin Filmer (for
barbershoppers) and Mary Lotz (for their ladies).
Registration desks will open for business at 9 AN, on
Thursday and close at 6 P.M. on Saturday.

A,DVANCE regisiration is being handled hy I'rank
Marx, Chapter Secretary. I'rank reports:

“Registrations have been received in sueh quantity
in rceent wecks that there is every indiealion that the
900 limit will soon be met. If you plan to make advance
registration please remember that checks or money
orders must accompany yonr request. Tickets covering
the dinner, parade, and Afterglo will be mailed in the
sequence reservatious are received.”

Ineluded in the planned activities is a tonr of Louis-
ville’s main indnstries. The tour, to be conducted by
Hospitality, Inc., will begin at 12 Noon [rom the
Headquarters hotel. Tickets are $2.50 and may he
secured from the registration desks. Included in the
tonr is an inspeetion of Churchill Downs, home of the
Kentucky Derby.

OF special interest to every chapter officer will he
the “Food for Thonght™ luncheon schednled for Sat-
urday Noon, January 22, in the main ballroom of the
Hotel Scelbach,

The luncheon meeting is the idea of International
Iirst Vice President Dean Snyder of Alexandria, Vir-
ginia. Dean is also Chairman of the Long Range Plan-
ning Committee and a ceaseless worker in the cause
of hetter administration and craft technignes,

The idea of the meeling is simple; everyone atlend-
ing will require two admission lickels—a ticket for
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THESK ARE THE GOOD PEQOPLE who are working hard
to make the 1955 Midavinter Meeting in Lonisville a happy
experience for barbershoppers and their families.

Front row (lejt 1o right): Margaret Cutsinger, chairman of
the Hospitality Committee; Rachel Hackett, Hostess; Fred Lotz,
General Convention Chairman; Mary Lotz, Registration Com-
mittae; and Nellie Dunlevy, chairman ef the Ladies Luncheon
and Fashion Show,

Second row {left to right): Joseph Cutsinger, Chapter Presi.
dent; Harrold Roederer, chairman of the Program Commitlee;
Pat Dunlevy, Parade Production Director; DBing Crosby, chair:
man of the [Poodshed Committee; and Ray Marrilla, chairman
of the After-glo Committee.
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Third row (left to right); Frank Shephard, chairiman of the
Ticket Committee; Ed Mackett, Hast; Wally Qberlander, rep-
resenting the Louisville Chamber of Commerce; Heury Weber,
chairman of the Preparade Dinner Commitiee; Freank Marx,
in charge of advance registrations; and Ken Schneider, Director
of the Louisville Chorus.

Absent when this photograph was tuken rere: Claude Hupp,
chairman of the Finance Commitice; Fritz Drybrough, chair-
man of the Reception Committee; John Hobb, chairmon of the
Woodshed Committee; Irvin Filwer, registration; and George
Edwards, chairman of the Publicity Committee; and Ed Mall,
of the General Committee,

the luncheon and an “idea ticket.” The “idea ticket”
will consist of a one-page how-to-do-it outline of an
idea used successfully in ehapter organization. For
example, if a chapter nsed with success a “Gay Nineties
Night” 1o attract new members, the ehapter officer
wishing 1o attend the luncheon would pnt on paper
an outline of the program showing the various steps
necessary to its successful execution.

The chapter officer must have enough copies of his
outline so that every officer present receives a copy.
In this manner, if 30 officers attend, each man will
reeeive 29 lhow-to-do-it ontlines bhesides his own.
These outlines will form a basis for successful chapter
administration and programing for the coming year.
Every chapter represented will be immeasurably
enriched.

The luncheon is open to every chapter officer from
the Sergeant-at-Arms to the President, Further details
will he forthcoming from the International Headquar-
ters office, In the meantime indicate your willingness
to attend by writing now to International Headqnar-
ters in Detroit,

CONVENTION SCHEDULE
(hour and place available a1 registration desk)

Thursday evening Jan. 20 Mceting of the District
Presidents

Friday morning, Jam. 21 Meectings of the International

afllernoon and Board (other members of

evening House of Delegates invited
as guests)

Saturday morning Jan. 22 Barbershop Craft sessions

Saturday Noon Jan. 22 Foed for Thought Luncheon

for Chapter officers

Saturday afternoon Jan. 22 Meeting of the House of
Delegates {open to all bae-
bershoppers)

STILL another event (which should interest our
ladies only) is the Ladies’ Luncheon and Fashion

+4

Show also to begin at 12 Noon, Saturday, January 22,
Handling this event will be Mrs. Nellie Dunlevy and
her committee members. Tickets may be obtained
from the ladies’ registration desk,

At 6 P.M. that same day a Pre-Show Banquet is
scheduled under the direetion of Henry Weber and
his committee. Saturday night will be the highlight of
the meeting for many barbershoppers, when “The
Parade of Champions” is scheduled to begin at 8:30
P.M. The parade will include the 1954 International
Champions, THE ORPIIANS; 1949 International
Champions, THE MID-STATES FFOUR; 1950 Intex-
national Champions, THE BUFFALQO BILLS; 1954
International Finalists, THE BARBER-Q-FOUR;
1954-55 Indiana-Kentueky Distriet Champions, THE
DIXIELINERS; 1953-54 Indiana-Kentucky District
Champicns, THHE CLEF CHEFS; and the fine Lonis-
ville Chorus under the direction of Ken Schneider.

Winding up the Convention will be the After-glo
which is being organized by Ray Marrilla and his
committee. Ray extends an invitation to every quartet
attending the Convention in uniform to perform at
the After-glo. If your quartet plans to attend and
wislics to perform at the After-glo, state your intention
wlhen you register in.,

Members of the Lonisville Chapter are all working
intensively for a great barbershopping cvent. Joseph
Cutsinger, Chapter President, expresses the attitnde
of every member. In an open letter he says:

“With a deep feeling of pride and gratitude, the
Louisville Chapter looks forward to the honor of being
host to the 1955 Mid-lWWinter Convention,

“Our most intense desire is to show you, eur guests,
a most enjoyable and entertaining time during your
vistt with us,

“Each and every one of our chapter members is at
your service. Please feel free to eall on any or all of
us whenever needed.”

Necd we say more?*
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Stalistical Survey
Proves That

Barbershoppers Have
More Fun Than

People

BY PROFESSOR F. STIRLING WILSON

THESE presentations which 1 have prepared for The
Harmonizer have been, in turn, discursive, petulant,
pencirating and, according to my wife who likes to
flatter me, cantankerous, but my best friend (and 1
haven’t got onc} eould not rightfully say that they
have heen scientifie, not to say statistical,

I am remedying that here and now, heeause I have
been conducting some surveys and interviews with
barbershoppers of more or Jess renown, in cooperation
with the Wilson I'oundation for the Accumulation and
Interpretation of Useless IFacts, and through its
subcommittee on “Did I Ask You?” After extensive
bell-ringiug, direet-mail questionnaires and personal
interviews, we have come up with some interesting
facts concerning the average of composite barher-
shopper, which we consider of the most overwhehning
insignificance. They are submitted here for your edi-
fication and informational annoyance.

AS we singing statisticians say, we are presenting the
average barbershopper, not the median or mean bar-
bershopper, because there is no such thing as a mean
barbershopper. The average barbershopper, our sur-
vey concludes, doca not like dentists’ drills, monldy
salami, falling plaster or poison ivy. He cannot nse
scissors with his left hand, requires four swings with
a fly-swatter for each fly-mortality, picks grapes with
his right hand, bites his nails while watching wrestling
matches, cannot resist spitting off the end of a wharf,
tickles his dog behind its right ear, and has a violent
dislike for pink shirts and artichokes,

He cannot find his way around sharp table corners
in the dark, reads newspapers from back page to front,
never learned to play the zither, thinks bus drivers
and postoffice emnployees should know all the ansivers,
stirs coffce clockwise, and had mild attacks of falling
of the armpits hefore the age of 18.

He dislikes mayonnaisc on sandwiches, licks enve-
lopes instead of the stamps, will not step on snails or
live wires, hates radio erooners, winds his watch before
retiving, thinks he should lose some weight, has
trouble with the subjunetive mood, would not attempt
to lift an anvil, thinke other pcople should face ah-
dominal operations ealmly, docsu’t care for erystallized
ginger, thinks women’s hats don’t make sense, is an-
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noyed by rattles under the car hood, and deplores the
deterioration in the ecustard content of chocolate
celairs.

He intends to go to bed early some night and get a
good rest, but always suggests one more song, dizdains
barbershoppers who put business ahead of quartet
practice, will drive 50 miles to sing with his quartet,
would rather write the Great Amnerican Song than the
Great Amnerican Novel, resents the people in the apart-
ment above ponnding on the floor just hecause the
quartet is polishing up a tag.

I{E stays out in the rain playing golf, and gargles
with Benedictine 1o avoid sore throat, gives lectures
to school children on safe driving and breaks all speed
records getting to chapter meotings. He'’s a Republican
during Demoeratic administrations and a Democrat
during Republican administrations, hates guys who
tinker with the piano when a quartet is working out,
prefers Means to Mozart, Berthoff to Beethoven,
Dickema to DeBussy, Hill to Haydn, and has Georgia
on his mind. He falls asleep listening to news commen-
tators and political speeches, but can stay awake all
night listening to quartets sing, and likes his harmony
closer than the next second. He will give you the shirt
off his back bnt is reluctant to give ont his new ar-
rangement of Cast Iron Violets unless you ask him for
it, He has no enemics and twenty-five thousand friends.

ANOTHER phase of our survey entitled personal
interviews, and to avoid inaccuracies which might lead
to snits for slander, we recorded all interviews with a
miniature tape recorder attached to the interviewer’s
forelock, with wires coneealed in his oyebrows. All
inveatigators were sclected from a group of luxuriant
eychrow cultivators, Qur first interview was with Mr.
Rufus Vokelgritz, baritone of the Caroling Cadavers.
0" indicates questions and “A” the replies:

Q. “What is your favorite quartct song?"

A, “Well, for many years I was partial to When Uncle
Mose Taps His Toes on That Clearwater Clay, but
more recently 1 have had a liking for You'll Never
Know the Good Fellow Pve Been Until Fve Gone
Away and Then You'll Know Different, And there is
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much to be suid for that crowd-pleaser There's a New
Gangrene on the Coroner.”

Q. “What ave your sensations when you hear vour
bass hit those low notes in Asleep in the Deep?”

A, “Well, I'm usually reminded of the fact thar 1
have not paid the gas bill, and so my sensations arc
rather unpleasant.”

Q. “Just what is the connection between hass notes
and vour gas bill, Rulus?”

A. *There is none, that is why the whole thing is
so odd.”

Q. “Did you ever Tall off a stepladder or from any
considerable height, Vokelgritz?”

A, “Not since | was very young. Did I show you my
sear?

Q. “Some other time, Vokelgritz, and thanks for the
interview.”

Our second interview was with George L. Rawkus,
who for five vears has won distinetion as the ex-tenor
of the Four Bawls, the ouly quartet to win a contest
wilh a cement-mixer.

Q. “Mr. Rawkus, with respeet to lyrics, do you like
alliteration to lend a lilt 1o love lullubics or the
Lone Ranger?”

A. *Well, frankly, my taste is not titillated by attempts
to transform a totally trite tune into a tesselated tym-
panum, or even by vesting a very vacuous verse with
a verisimilitude to violets merely to vent the violent
vaporings of a vitiated ventviele—in a word--No!™

()UR Intruding Reporter had a most interesting
imterview also with Cletus Q. latfade, of Coiled
Springs, Nevada, whom you will recognize as the lead-
ing candidate for Sergeant-at-Arms of the Convention
Committee, should a convention ever he held at Coiled
Springs. The yuestions and answers are as follows:
Q. "You attended the Washington Convention, of
course?”

A. *No comment,”

Q. “Did you find the Washington weather oppres-
sive?"”

A, “No comment.”

Q. “Well, Mr. Flatlade, climate is where you elimb i,
Don't vou agree?” )

A. “No comment.”

Q. “Thank yon, Mr. Ilatfade, and I hope yvour car-
buucle is hetter soon.”

A, *No comment,”

Another interiew was with an average barbershop-
per, Cholly Viceversa, wlo did such a splendid job as
chairman of the Reccption Committee for Barber-
shoppers Who Cancelled Their Reservations. He was
asked how he happened to become interested in har-
bershop singing, His explanation:

“I was attending a convenlion of gimlet designers in
Wetsmack, N. D, at the time. The speeches were rather
dull, the eabarets were all elosed, and moving pictures
had not been discovered, Three of us went for a ride
on water-buffalocs, animals which have been success-
fully domesticated in North Dakota. Returning to our
hotel we took refuge in an aquarinin from one of those
July snowstorms which are nol uncommon in the
prairic states. Shortly afterwards the convention
ended, and three yoars later T joined our local chapter
of barbershoppers,”

0

WHA']' the average barbershopper looks for and
realizes from his barbershopping connections was
rather well delineated by Mr, Alfred Z. Keeslider,
director of the championship chorus of the Seven-
teenth Distriet, the Music Manglers. The Interview
with Mr. Keeslider went as follows:
Q. “Mr. Kceslider, do you consider that chorus con-
lests are here lo stay?”
A, “Well, I have always held that the hodspeth of the
gimral was naturally more symbolic of the attermost,
but 1 recognize, as all true barbershoppers must, that
most people prefer the prehensile to the calamitous.”
Q. *lu other words, you helieve, if I dig you correctly,
that politics, religion, subsidized football and Mendes-
France, while having their efiect npon the overset, are
not shiboom to the real schmaltz in the old songs.”
A. *You phrase it rather quaintly, Mr. Reporter, but
T must admit yon have canght my exact meaning.”
The above scientifie and factual survey of individual
barbershoppers has revealed some things that not,
many of us have given sufficient thought to, and for
reasons so ohvions that no one nced apologize. We
hope to give wide cirenlation Lo this survey, and copics
are being furnished to the officera of the Society, with
the suggestion that they may wish to incorporate some
of the more intrigning revelations in their addresscs
and commnittec reports. In the past, unfortunately,
some of these have heen too easily understood. If other
barbershoppers draw conclusions from these surveys
it is hoped they will refrain from mentioning them to -
this author.

The "Ordinary” Americans

AMERICA 15 MADE OF PEOPLE= | o R
GO0l PEOPLE~

HARDWORKING PEOPLE=

PEOPLE LIKE EAE "l ART BRRDIRSHOP QUARTET 2

THE "BARBERSHOPPER"™ § | £ SOUETIES =THEIR QNLY /7 g

L PURPOSE 15 Yo SEEK
THESE SINGERS ARE HOT ON HARMONY 1H S0HG-MEMRIRY 4
A STACE = THEIR ONLY AUDIEHCE

| . ARE FROM CVLRY WALK ¢f LIFE. 7

15 THEMSELVES. THEY ARE b P OYHIS 1S AKIRD oF AMERWAN ¢
%, "BARBEASHOP-QUARTET" SINGERS. ACTIVITY THAY TRE RE4T oF
L7 WITH OR WITHOUT LASTERERS

THE wORLD KH WS ALk -
THEY'RE HEVER MORE HAFPY Yoo LATTLE aBouT!

s

S OYHAN WHEN'HITTING 2
. THOGE AINBR
CHORDS?

The abouve cartoon appeared in a number of
newspapers around the country as a result of
distribution by the MeNaught Newospaper Syndi-
cate of New York City. ]'.'cﬁ'tm'ial cartoonist Reg
Manning is « member of our Phoenix, Arizona
Chapter and has been a barbershop booster for
some time. The cartoon is reproduced here
through the courtesy of the MeNanght Syndicate.
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PRESIDENTIAL

PERSPECTIVE

DUI{ING a vecent visit to one of our Districts I was
privileged to listen Lo four or five songs by a quartet of
“oldsters.” They were seated at a simmall square table,
entirely relaxed, and singing with a love of Barhershop
harmony. They were not trying lo impress anyone—
they were not interested in competition—the balance
and blend was good—they sang without cfiort—their
enuciation, pronounciation and phrasing was good
but by present day standards their shading was only
fair—there might have been an inaccuraey or two in
their harmony—but—I loved it!! It was the purest
Barbershop I have heard in years, unadulterated and
unadorned with key changes or spectacular swipes. No
pyrotechnics or startling contrasts—a gentle swipe
Leve and there seemed to add a depth of interpretation
—for cach song was an old familiar story painted in
natural colors and told in a beantiful manmner.

1 realized again that here was our rcason for being
and the very core of our existence. This was what we
were attempting to preserve and enconrage and I was
suddenly warmed by a glow of nostalgia,

This is not meant to be an indietment of anyone or
anything hnt certainly we have strayed from the
thoughts “0.C.” and others had in mind when they
founded this Soeiety we love so well, I amn prond of
the improvement in onr quartets and choruses and
have the ntmost faith in onr methods of judging and
the standards we have established. However, T helieve

. we have lost the value of moderation and have wan-
dered far afield in our search for the unusual, and niust
now deeide whether we shall continue or return to
our hasic concepts of Barbershop. '

F()R me there is only oune choice-—1 am heartily in
accord with George O’Brien and his Old Songs Com-
mittee in their recommendation that we make use of
the many ofd songs available to ns for arrangement
and publication, I helieve that Bud Arherg and Johnny
Means have properly expressed the need for a return
to simplicity and appropriateness of arrangement,
And—I belicve our quartets must recognize and appre-
ciate that the “words add meaning to the musie” and
can beautifully paint a story rather than just serve as
a means of singing a series of chords.

We have literally carved a niche for oursclves in the
music world and we have “something” that cbviates
the need for us to compete with other organized music
hodies. The love of Bavrbershop by the American
public is constantly evidenced by the attendanee at
our Parades and Contests and surely we who enjoy
membership in our Society are grateful for the many
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hours of pleasure and the close friendships founded
in harmony.

Let's sing pure Barbershop!

ON another subject:

My visits to the Districts have proven a sonrce of
much personal pleasure and, more importantly, have
given me an opportunity for personal analysis of
Socicty conditions on the various levels of our organi-
zation. | have been impressed with the serionsness of
purpose in the Distriet meetings and edncational scs-
sions, The quantity and gnality of competing quartets
and choruses offer tangible evidence of the success of
onr Barbershop Craft education and Quartet Clinics.

The Dislricts are under capable leadership and are
well organized. I am partienlarly pleased by the ap-
peintments to the Distriet Long Range Planning Com-
mitteces and have already scen evidence of their
thonght and plauning,

Our Judging Schools on the District level are offering
more opportunitics for greater participation by a larger
number of Judge Candidates, and their intense interest
and desire for participation in onr judging program is
very gratifying,

Our Chaplers arc capitalizing upon the immense
amount ol publicity we have received during the past
few months and are now enjoying a more wide-spread
program of activity resnlting in a greater retention of
member inlerest.

Yes—we have matured and we are no longer con-
fronted with an aimless wandering in our discussious,
planning and action. We have acquired a better under-
standing of where we are going and how we are going
to get there. *Mr, Joc Barbershopper” is no longer a
nonenlity, nor is lie just a memher of a local Chapter
—his concept of membership is broadening, for he has
fonnd an inlerest in District and Socicty operation,
and with it, more opportunitics for active participa-
tion. None of the fun has heen lost—Dhut to it has heen
added a decper appreeciation and a more thorough en-
joymenl heecause the Barbershopper is now cognizant
of the reasons for some of the things we do and our
methods of doing them.

We will remember Veterans Day, November 11,
1954, for on that day we passed last year’s peak mem-
hership. It is now my hope that by June 30, 1955, we
shall attain our goal of 25,000 members, which will
permit us to broaden our Leadership Training Pro-
gram rccently instigated.

Individual participation is the key to greater success
and only you hold the power to open the way for us.
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The President Travels Over
9,000 miles in Five Months

WHEN Berney Simmer was clected Imternational
President of the Socicty, he rashly promised that dur-
ing his tenure he would attempt to visit every District
and as many chapters as possible.

With his year of officc not yet half over, President
Simner is ahead of schedule. He has traveled 9,373
miles (mostly by airplane), shaken hundreds of out-
strelched hands and seonted out the moods and ideas
of a large nmmber of distriet and ehapter officers (he
comments on thisin his eolumn “Presidential Pex-
spective™).

He attended Northeastern, Mid-Atlantic, Dixie and
Southwestern District Meetings; with International
Secretary Bob Hafer finalized plans for the Inter-
national Convention and Contests at Miami Beael;
attended Execntive Committee deliberations at Sage
Lake, Michigan; visited chapters at Wichita, Kansas
and Oklahoma City, Oklahoma; made coutact with
men interested in forming a chapter in Little Rock,
Arkansas; with Bob Hafer completed visual and verbal
displays on behalf of the Socicty at the National Ree-
reational Congress at St. Louis, Mo. He had a word
of enconragement for each barbershopper he met.

President Simner presented the keynote addvess at
the Northeastern, Mid-Atlantie, Dixic and Southwest-
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President Simuner, acting as Chairman of Judges, uddressing the
Quartet Clinic held during the Dixie District Meeting and Con-
ests at Daytona Beach, Fla, Site is the famed Ellinor Village
Country Glub. Photo by J. G. Von.

ern mectinga, He served as Chairman of Judges and
condueted elinies at Northeastern, Mid-Atlantie and
Dixic Coutests; he acted as Stage Presence Judge at the
Southwestern Quartet Contest and performed the
dutics of Master of Ceremonies at the Southwestern
Chorus Contest.

President Simner was presented with o number of
mementoes and trophics, In Shreveport, Louisiana,
for example, he was made an honorary colonel and
was fingerprinted, commissioned and sworn in as a
Special Deputy of Caddo Parish, Louisiana.

JOE MAHONEY of the Clayton, Missouri Chapter
gives this account of the reception on September 8, for
the new International President:

Some 200 persons gathered in the Tower Room of
the Congress Hotel for the testimonial sponsored by
the Clayton, St. Lonis and Ye Olde Tymers Chapters.

Extending official congratulations was Clayton Chap-
ter President Walter Portmann. Telcgrams of best
wishes were reccived from Past International Presi-
dent John Z. Means and Raymond R. Tucker, Mayor of
the City of St. Louis.

Providing harbershop harmony were the CHORD
CLIPPERS, the FOUR SIZES, the HARDWAY
FOUR, the TRAVEL-AIRES, the HARMONY
YOUR, of the 8t. Lonis Chapter; the ALTONES, from
Alton, Illinois, and the BELL-ARIES, of Belleville,

Nlinois, Floyd Yarborough and Charles Biemker hoth

NOTE: The excellent photographs of Inter-
national President Berney Simner reproduced
in the September issue article titled, “Meet Our
New International President” were taken by
William Oberbeck, professional photographer
of St. Louis, Mo.

This photograph twas snapped at the Northeastern District Meet-
ing and Contest. From left to right: J. Frank Daley, Director,
Hartford, Conn. Chorus; President Sinmner; Raymond E. Snyder,
Mayor of the city of Waterbury, Conn.; and Willred Greenblatt,

President, IV aterbury Chlapter.
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entextained with their guitars. The Clayton Chapter
Chorus also sang several numbers.

Among the prominent barbershoppers present were
Past International President Dr. Norman Rathert, and
Past International Secretary Joseph Wodicka.

And then there was the time Herb Wall, Seeretary of
the Central States District, and Bud Jackson, member
of the International Public Relations Committee,
joined Berney on a two-day *“float” down the White
River in Missonri.

Wall (he says the combination of fishin® and
barbershoppin’ is almost too wonderful to stand)
reported:

“Impeceable, lovable, barhershopper Berney is a
great guy to he out with. Ready and willing to do his
share of the work that’s associated with fishing and
always ready to discuss that thing elosest to our hearts,
harbershopping, from every angle.

“We tried hard to get a fourth (actnally needing a
hard-to-get tenor), but 1ot a soul was able to get away
so we settled for a right pleasnrable trio. Bass singer
Berney (who says he always has to)} sang lead, Wall
‘sang an ersatz Bari and Jackson serewed his voice up
and sang tenor. We regaled the multitndes (chicka-
dees —fish—chipmunks—squirrcls—even mink) and,
TWERN'T TOO GOOD BUT *‘TWAS SURE EN-
JOYABLE.

“The evening beforc the trip, several Springfield
Chapter members stoped by the house to chin a little
and get some inspiration and enthusiasm for future
chapter activities. Berney didn’t disappoint us. le’s
full of barbershopping,

“After two days of throwing the plugs, getting our
share of back lashes, good wholesome arguments and
discussions and just being out there close to God, Ber-
ney went home, considerably rested and relaxed, with
fond memories of a grand time and with 30 lbs. of fish
in 20 Ibs. of ice. Berney said it cost him $6.00 to get 'em
home, but anybody knows fish cost §10.00 a pound
when yon catch 'em yourself,

“You can’t beat fishing and barhershopping, eapeci-
ally when it’s with Berney.”

Jackson adds that when he ripped a fish hook into
his arm, “Berney yanked the ‘point on through, ent it
off back of the barb and eased it back out. The guy’s
steady as a rock, can sing lead and catch fish. What else
is there?”

Everywhere President Simner went he was greeted
with the traditional friendliness of barbershoppers;
for each man he met, the President offered a word of
encouragement, a pat on the back and an idea or two.

Back in 8t. Louis, he slumped wearily into his easy
chair, noticeably tired but inspived by the enthusiasm
for growth and improvement displayed by barbershop-
pers everywhere, Clearly, there were good days ahead. *
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The judges relax a bit and join some community singing at the
Southwestern Distriet Meeting and Contest, held at Shreveport,
Louisiana. Photo by Dwight Jones.

S, - T - Al
Our International President is made an official Colonel of the
Holiday in Dixvie Celebration staged annually in Shreveport,
Lonisiana, Awarding the certificate is Jumes (.. Lewis, Chairman
of the Holiday in Dixie Celebration. Photo by Dwight Jones.
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Photograplh of the crowd attending the Dixie District Quartet
Clinic. The panel is sitting with its back to the camera. Speaking
is Past President of the District Mert Barrett, to his left is
President Simner, then Past International President Jerry Beeler
and Internationul Secretary Bob Hajer.
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Brief Reports From
District Contests
N\ And Board Meetings

A A Ao AP,
JOHNNY APPLESEED

The largest entry list in the history of Johmmy
Appleseed went to the post at the District’s Qunartet
Coutest with thirty-two entered and twenty-eight sing-
ing. The results of the contest are printed clsewhere
but we must talk, for a moment, of the reasons for
this hnge entry list.

Starting early in 1954 the District, under the leader-
ship of Karl Haggard, past-president, instituted a
number of “Barbershopping Craft Scssions and Quar-
tet Clinies,” hitting every Area in the District. This
terrifie stimulns paid off at Lima. And paid off hand-
somely in quality of singing, in number of Judge
Candidates seoring on the stand-by panel, in a full
lonse at both the preliminaries and the finals, and in
the finest display of barbershopping enthusiasm in
the history of the District.

In the erowded Dbusiness meeting, held Sunday
morning, mueh fntnre planning was done and included
snbjects sueh as extension of the harbershopping elin-
ic plan, the 1955 Chorus Coutest and Jamboree, the
Distriet Preliminaries to be held in Columbus, the
Distriet Show at Lakeside, Ohio and the 1955 District
Quartet Contest,

Being able to keep in the black has been solved
by the annnal Distriet Show, which was held for the
third year at Lakeside, and netted a handsome profit
to the Distriet. As usual, a very large attendance of
barbershoppers made this possible in addition to our
District quartets offering their services gratis.

Membership is up, nnmber of chapters remains at
60, with a very aggressive program of extension spear-
headed by Viee-President Howard Hansen, which will
certainly pay off in the future.

Johnny Applesced feels that too many events
crowded in to their Distriet contests is a mistake, In-
stead we have barbershopping, clinics, area contests
and all the other District activity continning day by
day, month by month thronghont the entire year.
Johnny Appleseed is very healthy !

—Stafford Taylor
District Secretary

LAND O’LAKES

New Champion Quartet of the Land O'Lakes Dis-
trict is the BLACKHAWKS of Janesville, Wisconsin,
which was organized nine weeks before the Contest.
Runners-up were the LAKE-AIRES of Minncapolis,
Minnesota and the FOUR BITS OF HARMONY of
Marquette, Michigan. Twenty-three Qnartets com-
peted.

As the convention started, a telegram from the In-
ternational Headquarters oflice revealed that the Dis-
trict had just established a new all-time record for
membership with 2,579 paid members. This is eleven
members more than the previous record of 2,568 on
June 30, 1950. LOL now leads all other districts by
at least 200 members,

At the business meeting, appointiment of a commit-

THE HARMONIZER—DECEMBER, 1954

tee was voted to work out details for a District Chorus
Contest to be held in two sections of the District with
the same paunel of judges judging the Contests on
suecessive week-ends.

Also part of the mceting schedule was an Area
Counselor’s Breakfast and a Quartet Clinie, At the
latter, Past International President Johuny Means
gave au excellent talk on Barbevshop Craft, Chairman
Means said he was delighted with the many fine
quartets coming up from all parts of the Distriet.

—Calmer Browy
Distriet President

NORTHEASTERN

The Northcastern Distriet Quartet Contest and
Meeting was held in Waterbnry, Connecticut on Qe-
tober 2-3, The new Champion Quartet is the PACE-
MAKERS of Schenectady, New York; second were
the NEPTUNERS of Providence, Rhode Island, and
third plaee honors went to the CANADIAN FOUR
WINDS of Montreal, Quebec, Some thirteen gnartets
competed.

The MODULAIRES of Worcester, Massachnsetts
won the Distriet’s I'irst Novice Quartet Championship.

The highlight of the meeting was the Keynote
Speech delivered by Bermey Simmner, International
President, Berney’s ingpiring theme stressed partici-
pation by the membership in all Society funetions,
He also emphasized that individual members must
accept responsibility for their chapter’s snceess.

The District voted to hold six Seciional Contests
for chioruses prior to the District Chorns Contest in
Boston on Mareh 12, 1955. It was also voted to stage
a joint concert with the Boston “Pops™ orchestra in
Boston next Spring,

Top attraction of the week-end was a Quartet Clinic,
a Judge and Judge Candidates Breakfast and Seminar
led by Berney Simner.

Some nine Judge Candidates operated as a stand-
by pauel during the Contest. Marty Mendro thrilled
the large audience attending the Barbershop Craft
Scssion,

—George Almond
District Secretary

FAR WESTERN

Competing in the Far Western District Quartet Con-
test held at Bakervsfield, California were twenty-five
Quartets. Winners were the WEST COASTERS from
the San Gabriel Chapter. Second and third place
winners were the TIRED TRAVELERS from the
San Jose Chapter and UNCALLED FOUR from Berke-
ley Chapter, respectively, Winning the Chorus Con-
test was a group from the Marin Chapter, and runner-
up was the Arecadia Chapter Chorus.

Schieduled during the sessions were a Quartet Cri-
tique and a stand-by panel of Judge Candidates.

Reeeiving considerahle discussion was the brighten-
ing membership picture in the District (three new
chapters in October).

Attending were three quartets from one chapter
from a community in Utalh 800 miles away and four
quartets from an Arizona chapter some 500 1niles
distant.

—Jerry Graham
District Secretary

Ceontinwed on puge 37
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“..the greatest adventure of our lives!”

Report of the Kord Kings’
Tour of Japan and Korea

The following report was sent to International Head-
quarters at the conclusion of the Kord Kings' Far Eastern
tour of military installations. It is evident that Wayne
Ruggles viewed his quartet’s tour with a great deal of
intelligence and introspection, For those inferested in
the techniques of “selling” barbershop it is a valuable
report. For the rest of us it is a darn good adventure story.

BY WAYNE RUGGLES

A FTER many hurried hows of preparation and
anticipation, being immunized against small pox,
cholera, typhoid fever, typhns, tetanns, (ten shots in
all) ; secnring birth certificates and passports; going
on numerous shopping tonrs for sueh things as four
pairs of shoes of the same style, ranging from size six
to twelve; packing the eleven pieces of luggage needed
for the trip and finishing the many other details re-
quired, the KORD KINGS departed from Chicago at
10:50 A M. on July 24, via United Airlines, for our
four wecks tour of Japan and Korea. Onr wonderful
families, who gave us their blessings so that we conld
make the trip, plus many of onr fine harbershop
friends were at the airport to sce us ofl,

Our first stop was Denver, Colorado where a chorus
of thirty-three barbershoppers from the Denver,
Anrvora, and Boulder Chapters grected us with the
Old Songs. After several nnmbers from the chorus, we
went to the airport lobby and sang for them for about
half an hour. Before we knew it, it was time to take
off again and after making a short stop at Salt Lake
City, we landed at the Oakland, California airport. We
didn’t vealize that Reedie Wright, Bob Bisio, and Jin
Clark were going to welcome us so royally.

We were met at the airport by Bol and Jim and
eight or ten other Far West barbershoppers and driven
to the St. I'rancis Hotel. We freshened up a little and
then went over to the Press Club. More than 125
barbershoppers and their ladies were waiting for us
and as we walked in they all stood up and sang You're
as Welcome as the Flowers in May, The OId Songs,
and a medley of California songs. You ean imagine how
we felt, expecting maybe 20 or 30 persons and then
walking into a large room filled with people. That in
itself is indicative of the FFar West District, which we
will eomment on a little later. There were four or five
quartets there which sang for ns and after we sang
twelve or fifteen numbers, we were taken for a cahle
ear ride to the Top of the Mark. We were not able to
see much, however, except the over-abundance of San
Francisco air conditioner (some call it fog) so we went
down to Fisherman’s Whar{ for some sea food.

WE LOSE AL HOBIK

While we were waiting for the rest of the party to
arrvive, Al suddenly became ill and collapsed. We
immediately put liimm in a cab and took him to our
room at the St. Francis, In a very few minutes, Dr.
Pillsbury arrived and ordered him to St. Luke’s
Hospital.
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The Kord Kings depart from Clicago Municipal Airport on July
24th—destination Seoul, Korea, Pictured with one foot on the
asphalt is Al Hobik; above him with mouth open is IWard
Solberg; waving his hand is Bob Jackson and carrying a camera
around his neck is “Doc” Ruggles. Fifth member of the quartet
is not identified.

The next morning, July 25, the doctor said that Al
could not travel for at least one week and said that
he would require a number of blood transfusions.
Questions were running throngh our minds—would
Al be all vight; would le he able to join us; or should
we go on—just what should we do? We then called
the Department of the Army in Washington and they
advised ns that we should definitely continue our
journey in the hopes that Al would join ue later. Just
by chanee, hefore we left Chicago, we had learned
that Clair De I'rew was stationed in Korea, so we
asked the Army to try to locate him for us in the hope
of having him join us when we arrived in Korea. After
our phoue call, we went to see Al and when he learned
that we were instructed to eoutinue, he felt very mueh
better hecause his illness wonld not keep the quartet
from going.

The next day, July 26, our passports arrived at the
hotel and we made final arrangements to leave for
Travis Air Force Base. Dr. Pillsbury said that there
was no reason to wait and that Al was doing nicely.
(After we retirned we found that Al required six
transfusions and was hospitalized until the fifth of
Angust, when he returned to Chieago. During his stay
in St. Luke’s, the barbershoppers visited Al every
peried allowed; telegrans, cards, and letters by the
dozens arrived, and there were nine pints of blood
pledged to the blood bank hefore Al even had the
fourth pint given to him. We, of eourse, cannot thank
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each and every person that helped individually, but as
far as the KORD KINGS are concerned, our hearts go
out to the Far West District.) We left the St. Francis
Hotel about three o’clock in the afternoon and arvived
at Travis at 5:30 P.M. After checking in at the terminal
we went to our hillets and then to the Officers’ Mess
for dinner, During dinner an alert list was posted with
our names at the top for the flight leaving the next
morning at 10:30 A.M,

THEY WERE STRANGE NEW LANDS

Right on time we hoarded the navy version of a
DC6-B aireraft for our long flight across the Pacific,
Some ten hours, ten cups of coffee, ten packs of
cigarettes, (not really) later we set down on Hickam
Field, Hawaii. It was still July 27 and then we were to
get real confused, for nine honrs later when we landed
on Wake Island, it was the 29th of July. We felt a
little chieated at this point, but after an hour stop-over,
we again took off for our last leg of the jonrney. Again
the same routine, sit, read, drink coflee, walk to the
rear of the plane, sit down again, wore coffee, smoke
another cigarette, read some more—well, anyway vou
get the point. The sunrise was very beautifnl at 18,000
feet with the sun shining through the Pacific elonds
and we got some color pictures to remember it. We
landed at Haneda International Airport, Tokyo, Japan
at 9:00 A.M., the 29th of July. Our first impression?
—warm, humid, far eastern air with that definite odor
which is foreign to our country.

We werec met by Jimmy Fukuozaki who helped us
through eustoms, immigration, and who took us to
exchange our greenback dollars for mpc’s (military
payment certificates), It waas certainly a new experi-
ence to reach in your pocket for a nickel and pull out
a small piece of blue paper., However, our change
certainly did weigh less. After all the details of arriv-
ing in a foreign country were taken care of, we were
taken by the motor pool to the Dai Iti Hotel. We
arrived there about 10:30 and were assigned rooms
whieli, by our standards, were very comfortable, but
with a somewhat far eastern flavor. It consisted of a
single bed, a desk, a wardrobe closet, all in one room
about ten by ten and in it a bath rocom with a Japanese
style hath tub (two feet wide, three feet long, and
three feet deep) —the type you kneel in. All of this
in a room four by four. We cleaned up and had a few
minntes to onrselves to get acquainted with greater
Toyko. It took a few minutes for us to realize that we
were in a country where the people did not speak
English. Not only was the language forcign, but it
seemed in parl, anyway, to he a laud of under-sized
people, cars, door-ways, and shops. Even though the
people are accustomed to Americans in Japan, we
noticed mothers stopping to point ont to their children
that there were threc foreigners. And then came that
typical Japancse giggle which branded us an oddity.

SIRLOIN AND SUKIYAKI

At 1:00 P M, Bill Patrick, Jimmy Fukuzaki’s as-
sistant, picked us up and teck us to the Finance Bunild-
ing were we were photographed and finger-printed
for our identification cards, issued ration cards and
our G. L. clothes which we were to wear all the time
we were in Korea. By the time all of this was ae-
complished we were ready for & nice dinner. We were
pleasantly surprised when we saw the menu, “New
York Cut Sirloin Steaks—75¢.”” You can be sure we
had steak at least twice a day. After dinner, Mr. Walter
Bouillet, Director of Professional Entertainment, Far
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East Command; and Col. Jerry Sage, Special Service
Director, Eighth Army, et with us for a few minutes
to discuss our trip aud our plan of action regarding the
locating of the fourth wan. We gave him Clair De
Frew’s nawe and le said that he wonld try to contact
him, It was then about 7:30 P.M. aud since we had
not been to bed sinee we left Travis the morning of
the 27th, we exensed onrselves and got a good night’s
sleep.

The next morning, July 30, we et with Mr. Bonil-
let again, and Miss Margaret Lynn, Entertainment
Dircetor, who briefed us on onr tour, outlining what
was expected of ns. We then took a short anto tour
around downtown Tokyo, seeing such famous spots
as the Ginza, The Iinperial Palace grounds, theatres,
shops, ete,, and ended np at Suchiro’s for a Japaucse
luneh, We ordered Sukiyaki which is a delicons sliced
beef and vegetable dinner eooked in Soy Sance right
on the table in front of yon, along with riee, hot Saki
wine, and eaten with chop sticks in the typical Japanese
atyle. After lnuch we packed our costume case, ehecked
our civilian luggage, and spent the balance of the
afternoon locking through the Imperial Hotel arcade;
riding escalators in a typical Japancse department
store; and walking along the Ginza. Since we were to
leave very early the next morning for Korea, we all
went to hed about 8:00 P,M,

At 3:30 the next moruing, July 31, Jimmy Fukuzaki
picked us up and we drove to the Tachikawa Air Base
where we were processed and put shoard a C-124 Air
I'oree plane for our flight to Seoul. We did not think
anything of it at the tiine, but we tried to get off the
ground twice and each time the pilot decided onr
mumber four engine was bad, I'inally we came back
and had to wait until it waas fixed. We took off at 8:45
AM. and after a stop in Taegu, we arrived at Seoul
Airport at 2:20 in the afternoon, This flight, by the
way, was in the Army's famous huncket seats—ouch!!!

DE FREW COMES THROUGH

As we stepped off the plane it appeared to us that
the Army had performed a slight miracle, There to
meet us was not only Major Mills, Entertainment
Officer of the Lighth Army, hut alse Clair De Frew,
who had been rcleased from temporary duty and
assigned to the KORD KINGS for our entire tour, as
well as Bob Jackson’s son, who had already spent 14
months in Korea and was also assigned to the guartet
for our tour. You can imagine the rejoieing when we
saw Clair De Frew and the mecting between a father
and son, who had not seen cach other for 14 months
aud then meeting some 9,000 miles from home.

After our exeitement died down a little, the really
exciting portion began, We did not realize at that
moment what was in store for us; the number of hours
which we were going to work (and I do mean work,
even though it was fun), the number of appearances
we were to make, the many thousand soldiers we were
to come in contact with, or the number of bumps in
the road hetween Sconl and the DMZ (Demilitarized
Zone).

Within twenty minutes after we landed, we were
standing in radio station Vagabond rchearsing for the
tape recording which we made to broadeast over all
the Army radio stations. You might be intercsted to
know that Al Hohik regularly sings lead, so in his
absence not only did we have to break in a new tenor
but also Doe Ruggles switched from tenor to lead, Our
hats are off to Clair De Frew for within fiftcen minutes,
we were able to cut this five minute tape recording.
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The quartet is greeted at the Denver Airport by barbershoppers
from the Denver, Colorado area. (Official Photograph, U.S.
Navy)

From radio station Yagabond we were taken to our
hillet in Seoul Military Post and at that time, about
four o'clock, we learned that we were to he honored
guests that evening at General Maxwell D. Taylor’s
mess. Between four and six we had a short rehearsal
to prepare for that evening’s entertainment, and right
on schedule at six o’clock we left for one of our many
memorable experiences.

WE PLAY FOR GENERALS AND G.lL'S

General Taylor is the Commanding General, Eighth
U. 8. Army and is also one of SPEBSQSA’S hoosters
in the IPar East. We were very much impressed by his
warm and sincere greeting to us and the wonderful
way in which we were received by him and his entire
staff. In attendance that night were General Taylor,
Brigadier General Robinson, Brigadier General Beach,
Col. McDonough, Col. Traub, Col. Nelson, Col. Keat-
ing, Col. Bowen, Col. Chase, Lt. Col. Hogan, Lt. Col.
Michaelson, Lt. Col, Legere, and Capt. Jones, the Gen-
eral’s aide. We were served a delicious steak dinner,
and then we entertained the general and his stafl for
about thirty minutes. This was our fivst andience and
we were happy that they seemed very pleased with the
entertainment. We got them to sing I Went a Girl,
Just Like the Girl, That Married Dear Old Dad with us
amd were glad that they enjoyed it. From General
Taylor’s mess, we went to the Officers Club where we
enlertained and then to the NCO Club (Non-Com-
missioned Oflicers), where we also sang. After all this
singing, we went back to our billet and rehearsed, for
we knew that within another day or two we would be
giving programs of an hour or more in length.

The next morning, Augnst 1, we were up early, and
after bhreakfast, hoarded an army 34 ton truck and
rode the hot, dusly, bumpy, winding, roads north
from Seoul on our way to the Canadian Brigade Oul-
post on the DMZ. We arrived at Maple Leafl Park in
time for luneh and after washing off the many layers
of dust, we changed for our first full performance. We
were very surprised lo find a large quonset hut made
into a very adequate theater. It had a full stage, alout
800 seats, foot and overhead lights, a grand piano on
stage, and a front curtain that could be opened and
closed, We sang for 45 minutes and were well received.
After a little coaxing, the boys did a good job of
community singing and werc able 10 let their hair
down and relax.

From this arca we went by ambulanee to another
part of the Caniidian position and sang for the officers
and men of the Medical and Dental Corps. By supper
time we were hack in the Maple Leaf Park area and
after supper we put on another fifty-minute show. We

1

To the delight of the Boulder and Aurera Chapters and by-
standers, the quartet sang about a half hour in the Denver

Airport Terminal during their stop-over. (Qfficial Photograph,
U.S. Navy)

changed back to our G.I. clothes, and were asked to
make one more trip to the Fourth Canadian Guards.
This was a front line position that did not regularly
get any entertainment, so we were happy to comply
with their request. We were taken to the Officers Mess
where there were about 35 men waiting. After this
ghow we stayed and talked to the boys until the thought
of rest was overpowering. Even though we were billeted
in an army tent with the regular army cots to sleep on,
we didn’t have any trouble in getting to sleep.

WE RAN A TWO-DAY CLINIC

The next morning, August 2, we were up at 7:00 and
on our way to Munsan-Ni Base Camp. This, if you will
remember, was the spot where all the U, N, arbitrating
personnel stayed during the peace talks at Panmun-
jom. This was our first stay in any one location and we
were to meel with all the quartets from I Corps to
conduet onr first clinic and contest. We went to the
theater and were joined by four quartets. Herc we
formed a pattern which we used at all the other clinies
and one whieh proved to he effective. Since we were to
spend two days at cach of the clinies, we broke down
our subjeet (if that is possible) into the {ollowing:

1. Each of the judging categories was discussed in length and
explained as thoroughly ns possible so that all the quartets were
awcare of just what is barbershop quartet singing and, specifically,
contest singing.

2. An actual singing demonstration was given explaining in
further detail each category.

3. Upon completion of each category, we allowed the guartets
as long a time as needed to ask, and have answered in fufl, oll
their questions.

4. As soon as all five categories were completed, we called
each quartet to the stage, and asked that they sing one or livo
numbers so that we could get an idea of the caliber of the
quartels with which we were working. When they finished their
singing, we asked the other quartet members for their comments
and criticisms, and then in a constructive way, added our criti-
cism. This proved very effective and we were happy that all the -
quartets accepted their criticisms graciously.

3. After each quartet had sung, we broke up the formal portion
of the elinic, and each quurtet rehearsed separately with one
of us coaching each.

6. In order to provide a complete show, when we staged the
contest, we formed « chorus out of all competing quartets and
taught them “The Old Songs,” “In the Evening By the Moon-
light” “Daisy—Annie Rooney Medley,” and “Keep America
Singing.” These were fearned by memory and presented in the
same manner as by our chapter choruses. The chorus was
directed by “Doc.”

7. We instructed the quartets in the art of “mike” technique,
the use of Pd systems, entrance on stage, fine-up, exit [rom
stage, md gave to them all the tricks we knew to enable each
quartet to do the best possible singing and staging job.

8. If a quartet did not have a name we helped them sefect one.

9, We drew the quartel names out of n hat in order to de-
termine the order of appearance during the contest.
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Bob Bisio and his welcoming commillee al Sin Francisco set
up an elaborate reception for the quarte! at tire city's press club.
Some 125 persons attended,

EVER TASTE A KOREAN MALT?

Although it doesn’t take a long time to put on paper,
we spent two days covering all these points. On the
second night, we staged a regular contest, beginning
the show with the chorns, Major Mills usually emeced
the show, and hefore each contest was started, “Doc”
briefly explained to the audience the basis on which
the winning guartet was to be selected. We ran the
contest portion aecording to the rules, having the
quartet sing two numbers with no annonncements.
Beeause some of the quartets were so new and did not
have enough time to really preparve, we did eliminate
the four to six minute singing time rule. After all the
competing quartets sang, we were introduced and we
entertained for abont a half of an hour, At that point,
“Doc” introduced the top winning three quartets in
reverae ovder and they each sang a number, To close
the program, the chomms sang, and closed the show
with Keep Admerica Singing.

The next morning of August 4, we were up early and
had the same hot, dusty, bumpy, winding road trip hy
truck back to Seoul. This was our second slay, and
here we conducted our second clinie. That afternoon,
Major Mills introduced us to the stafl of the Eighth
Army Special Serviee Division, and we were not able
to get away nntil we sang for about fAfteen or twenty
minutes. By this time, we had completely forgotten
what a nice rich, thick malted nilk tasted like, and so
we went over to the snack har and had one Korean
style. Ugh!!

That evening we were taken out to the 121st Evacua-
tion Hospital and sang to one ol our most responsive
audiences, After an homr’s show in a small anditorinm,
we went throngh the wards and entertained for an-
other hour or so, On our way back to the billet, we
bumped into Col. Jerry Sage, who invited us to his
home. Naturally, with eight or ten people there they
needed entertainment, so we happily sang again.

WE COACHED THE WINNERS

The next day, August 5, the rains came, and when
they stopped the sun came ont and the temperature
began to rise. Not only did the temperature go up,
bnt everywhere yon went, it felt as if you were walk-
ing through a Turkish bath.

After breakfast, we went to the Seoul Military Post
Theater No. 1, and spent all day in the clinic. Here we
were a little disappointed for the quality of the quar-
tets was not as high as that from L Corps. It required
of us a greater amount of eoncentration, patience,
time, and hard work to enconrage and raise the quality
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General Maxwell D. Taylor, Commeander, Eighth US. Army in
Korea, congratulates the Kord Kings for the tnformal show

they presented for his guests. General Taylor is ¢ noted booster
o] barbershop harmony. (Official Photegraph, U.S. Army}

level of the quartets to a level that any andience would
enjoy hearing. That evening, we went to the 1lth
Evacuation Hospital and entertained in a theater, as
well as going through the wards. It was very, very
heartwarming to watch the faces of the boys light np
as we sang to them, and at moments like those, we
knew that the trip was completely worth while.

When we retmrned to the post, we were asked to
sing in the waiting room of the Civilian Womens’
Dormitory. Here were American and Canadian Red
Cross workers, seeretaries, and their dates.

The next evening, August 6, the sceond contest was
staged. Only three gquartets competed, and a group of
men from the 11th Evacuation Hospital, who werc
willing, anxious, but very green, in the art of barber-
shop quartetting, were chosen as the winners, We were
pleased however, with the lmprovement that all the
quartets made during our two day eclinic, The same
type of program was put on, and after the show, we
spent additional time coaching the winners, so that
they would make a better showing at the Eighth Army
I'inals to be held later.

The next day we had to ourselves, and it was spent
i a trip to downtown Seonl, We did some sightseeing,
and a little shopping, and that night sang to the Senior
Officers Club. We had a chance to get to bed early and
eagerly accepted it.

The next morning, Angust 8, we were up early and
oll our way again to another avea of the front line.
After a short jeep ride, we arrived at an air strip {from
which we were flown in a six place Beaver Aireraft to
the Ninth Corps area. It was a very nice ride, and in

- an hour or so, we sat down just outside of the Ninth

Corps Rest Center. T'rom the airstrip we were driven
by jeep to Ninth Corps Headquarters, where we were
billeted in their Japanese-style puest house.

“CHOPPERS"” AND CHOCOLATE CAKE

Major Smeltzer, Ninth Corps Speeial Service Officer,
had lunch with us and deseribed the Rest Center to us.
To us, and I am sure, to all the hoys who had an
opportunity of spending a few days at the rest.center,
it was a veritable paradise, located on the side of a
mountain, on the edge of a man-made lagoon, in a
setting very comparable to some locations in Colorado.
Of course they haven’t the facilitics that we wonld
find here in the States, hut it provides a complete
change for those men who have to spend time in the
front lines. That evening wc entertained at the Officers
Club, put on an hour’s show for the hoys in the theater,
Continued on puage 38
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This is the first installment of a report to cvery
Socicty member which will appear in each issune of
The Harmonizer so long as you feel these comments
will help you get more enjoyment ont of your mem-
bership.

There is nothing I would like better than to he able
to meet each of you personally and to e¢hat with you
abonut our Society, As it is, our timne and travel budgets
necessarily limit our trips out into the field and we
have 1o rely upon The Harmonizer to bring us into
toueh with those men we don’t meet at the Interna-
tional Conventions, the various District and Regional
Preliminary Contests, and other large gatherings.

In our 16-year history, and compared with other
international assgciations that is a relatively brief
history, onr Soeiety has bronght mnch pleasure and
entertainment to millions of people throughout most
of the free world. We have also accomplished many
other fine things. At the same time, we have had to
learn a lot of things the hard way because of several
“different” aspeets of onr unique organization, and we
still have much to learn.

The excellence which has been attained in the de-
velopment of our quartets and choruses under onr
contest system speaks for itself, as do Society published
soung arrangements and song folios and, of course,
The Harmonizer.

Our mmsical standards are high and we have at-
tracted the interest and admiration of music educators
and leading critics everywhere. All of this is good but
it does not mean that we have lost sight of the im-
portance of the casual “catch as catch can” spontane-
ous quartetting and “gang” singing which many of
us enjoy so much, To the contrary, we are now see-
ing signs throughont the Society of a return to sim-
plicity in our arrangements and our renditions, and
especially in programming at the chapter level which
places the stress on individual participation. . .

If you studied the Society’s financial statement
which appeared in the September, 1954 issne of The
Harmonizer, yon noticed that a large amonnt of
money was spent on purchase of cquillment and the
setling up of new procedures which are designed to
bring the International organization into closer toueh
with the individual member, and therehy increasc our
opportunitics to be of service. Additional monies have
been spent for educational and training literature,
and other media, designed to make organized barber-
shopping a more rewarding activity,

There is mnch more we would like to be able to do to
increase the harbershopping pleasure of every member,
Such things as additional andio-visual training ma-
tevial like the Balance and Blend Soundslide Film—a
presentation of that important category of contest sing-
ing and judging; a sound movie picture depicting the
background and activities of SPEBSQSA for promo-
tional purposes; and a nationally televised program of
barbershop quartet and chorus singing—these ad-
vances will have to wait until onr financial position
makes it possible for such ideas to become realities.

The only answer is increased membership, and when
we talk about additonal members we mean men all of
us would be proud to sing with and work with—men
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to whowm we might safely turn over the reins of leader-
ship someday, Our starting point is to improve our
present leadership and to plan at all organizational
levels through education, to make our activitics of
sufficient interest to liold those members who have
heen dropping hy the wayside. It is natural to expeet,
in any type of organization, a normal amonnt of turn-
over, hut planned programs can hold this tnrnover
down to a minimum. Each of us knows of desirable
former members who necd only to he approaehed in
good fellowship with a warm personal invitation to
again become a part of a close harmony chord.

The stress is on quality members—tolerant men of
good will and good fnn, We are not intercsted in
growth merely for the sake of members. We want to
keep our Society the highly regarded organization it
is and each one of us can play a key role by properly
exercising the privilege of seleeting men to join us
in our concerted endeavors to “Keep Ameriea Sing-
ing.”

Each of us has another important responsibility and
privilege—that of voting for the men who will lead
our ehapters during the comiug year. Althongh our
ehapter elections will not be held until the month
of April and the new officers will assume their dnties
on May 1, the nominating ecinmittees of many chap-
ters have alrcady been at work for several months and
have finalized the slate of nominees they will propose
for election next Spring. -

Although we are mainly a “fun” organization, onr
elections are ascrious business, It is no seeret that a
considerable amount of work is required in proper
discharge of chapter officer’s duties and the holding
of a “popularity contest” instead of an clection means
trouble, Therefore, let ns, each one, carefully weigh
his voting respounsibilities and also his ohligation to
his fellow members to seriously consider serving as an
officer if approached by a nominating committee to be
placed in nomination.

If you will conseientiously de your job in any cleeted
office or appointed committee assignment, I can guar.
antee you that yonr reward will be as self-satisfying
as a ringing chord,

“I'un on a business bhasis” as described by Deac
Martin in Chapter Sixteen of “Keep Ameriea Singing”
{(the bound volnme containing the story of our Socie-
ty’s first ten years of operation) means smooth opera-
tion for better barbershopping and you have an im-
portant place in our plan, regardless of whether yon
are voting or heing voted for.

Best wishes from your headquarters staff to yon
and your family for a Holiday Season filled with
Harmony aud Happiness, following which we lhope
to see you at the mid-winter convention at Louisville.
It will be a great get-together.,

CHORD-ially,

LA

Robert G, Hafer
International Secretary
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1955—A CRUCIAL YEAR FOR MEMBERSHIP

As this is being written,! the total Society member-
ship has excecded last year’s total membership and
the projected {expected number of members by
December 31, 1954) membership for 1954.

This means that the pendulum of membership loss
and gain has begun an upward swing, a swing which

will continue through the twelve months of 1955 if
present trends are maintained, :

Where is the new membership activity oecurring?
The tables on this page will pinpoint the hotspots of
new and rencwed extension activity, How does your
chapter and district rate?
tNovember 12, 1954,

SOCIETY’S TOP TEN CHAPTERS
OCTOBER 31, 1954

Na, of

Chapter District

1. Manhattan, New York. . Mid-Atlantie. . 240
2. Sheboygan, Wisconsin, . . Land O’Lakes . 159
3. Chicago No. 1, Illinois . . ltlinois........ 143
4. Minncapolis, Minn.. .. .. lLand O’Lakes . 141
5. Tulsa, Oklahoma....... Southwestern. . 133
0. Muskegon, Michigan. ..  Michigan. .. . . 127
T 7. Dearborn, Miehigan. .. .. Michigan.. ... 124
1'7. Detroit, Michigan...... Michigan. .. ... 124
8. Miami, Florida. ..... ... Dixie......... 119
9, Peoria, lllinois. ... ... .. 1llknois........ 116

Members

THE TOP TEN CHAPTERS IN
MEMBERSHIP PROMOTION
PERCENTAGE OF INCREASE FROM JUNE 30, 1954
TO OCTOBER 31, 1954

Percentage
Chapter District of Increase
1. St. Paul, Minnesota. ... Land O'Lakes.. 157.6
2. Saginaw, Michigan. ... . Michigan. .. ... 134.5
3. Hamilton, Ontario. . . . . Ontario.. ... ... 117.8
4. Duluth, Minnesota. . . . Land O’Lakes. . 1043
5. Marquette, Michigan. .. Land O'Lakes. . 104,
6. Tacoma, Washington. .. KEvergreen. ... .. 85.1
7. Bakersficld, California. . Far Western. ... 85
8. Memphis, Tennessee. . . Dixie.. . ....... T6.6
9. W. Seneca, New York..Seneca......... 65
10. Portland, Oregon. .. ... Evergreen...... 645

DISTRICT MEMBERSHIP STANDINGS—OCTOBER 31, 1954

Chapters Rank- Members Rank- Chaplers Rank-  Paid

DISTRICT 6/30/531 ing 6/30/31 ing 10/31/51 ing 1)52{7 . ing Chapter ing 6/30/51 to 10/31 ing
: 3

Central States.... 64 1 2308 3 70 1 2370 2 33.8 9 +  2.69% T5
Dixie. ... ....... 33 9 1250 9 35 10 1283 9 36.6 8 4+ 2.0% Ts
Evergreen. . . ... 28 11 715 14 28 I'll 8064 13 30.8 13 + 11.49% 1
Far Western..... 36 T8 1258 8 38 8 1399 8 36.8 7 + 11.29% 2
Hlinois. ......... 54 4 2274 4 54 4 2025 5 37.5 5 — 10.99%, 11
Indiana-Kentucky 32 10 1213 10 30 2 1152 10 38.1 4 — -5V 9
Johnny Applesced 62 2 2173 5 02 2 2095 4 33.7 10 - 3.5% 8
Land O’Lakes. ... 60 3 2434 1 60 3 2579 1 43 2 + 5.5Y% 3
Michigan...... .. 41 1 1593 7 41 7 1645 6 40.1 3 + 3.29; 4
Mid-Atlantic.. ... 51 5 2325 2 52 5 2279 3 43.8 1 — 7
Northeasterm..... 48 6 1827 6 48 6 1568 T 32.6 11 — 1419, 13
Ontarvio.......... 21 13 809 13 22 13 806 14 37 To - 3% 0
Scneca Land. . ... 36 T8 1205 11 36 0 1133 11 314 12 — 5.9% 10
Southwestern. ... 26 12 1165 12 28 Tl 1036 12 37 T6 - 119 12
Saciety Standings. 592 22609 *604 22234 36.8

*=As of 10/31/54 some 31 chapters had not paid on the required minimum of 20 members.

&, Incrense
or Decrcnse
in Total
Rank- Members from Rank-

Avernge
Members
Rink- Per

Mewmbers

T =Tie for position.
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ART BY HAMK SMITH, BAKERSFIELD, CAL. CHAPTER.

Through the Years

Below are a number of remembrances
of things past submitted by several of
the elder statesmen of onr still young
Society.

Through the years a great organization has heen
huilt—the vitalizing of the most democratic elub ever
known, the barbershop.

Here’s where the loeal baseball nine changed their
clothes for the afternoon game with the All Star Nine.
Here the Silver Coronet Band practiced on Thursday
night for thé Saturday night Band Concert. Here the
choir members loosened up their voices for Sunday
morning ehureh services with a little barbershop
harmony.

I was explaining the purpose of the Society many
years ago to a Vice President of onc of the largest
banks in Chieago, explaining how the men gathered
on Saturday night at the barbershop for a hair cut,
shave, and bath. While waiting, they did a little
warming up with barbershop harmony, 1 told him that
I remembered the price was about 25 cents. With that
my banker friend said, “Don’t tell me about the hath,
1 was the kid that cleaned out the ring in the tub
after each one!”

Do you remember when the FLAT FOOT FOUR
sung “Coney Island Baby?”

—Rupert 1. Hall, Tulsa, Oklahoma
]

Through the years I remember the Muskegon
(Michigan) AMeeting where we had a Turkey Raflle.
Lee Sensabaugh won it, but while the head and tail
were real (as anyone (‘on](l sce beeause they stuck out
both ends of the package) Lee found the middle was
gld\'nl. He never got over it.

Then there was the meeling at which we held a True
or False Program. A quartel gave the wrong answer
and its penalty was to sing in a nearby tavern. They
did and were promptly arvested for disturhing the
1}0“("('..

Then there was the time when Chuck Schmid was
in a dining room and when the wailress eame to take
our orders for dessert she eroaked, “Chocolate, siraw-
berry, and vanilla,” n])vmml\ she had a very hoarse
throat. Chuck said, “Do von have laryngitis?” The
waitress glared at him and repeated, “Clmool.ll(:,
strawberry, and vanilla!”

-Roy S. Harvey, St. Petersburg, Florida
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Through the years I remember a couple of incidents
that still tickle my funny hone,

One of the most vivid concerns a feud hetween Flor-
ida and California, This feud raged plenty hol in
Kansas City aided and abetted by the weather when
both Reedie Wright and I were elected to the Board,
and particularly when much to the consternation of
Reedic 1 discovered that he was dispensing Florida
orange juice in the California room, It cooled down
somewhat at Boston in January of 1953, but got hot
again in Detroit that June when again the California
(Get in your licks for ’56) group dished out Florida
liguid gold in their room.

The feud alinost froze in Minneapolis in January of
54 when Reedie fell one lick short of 56 and I didn’t
have the heart to rub it in on him (much). Miami got
the 1956 Convention. Fate stepped in at Washington
and prevented Reedie from atiending, for, it wonld
have been “curtains” for me when Reedie discovered
that the “blankety-hblank” Iotel Statler assigned a
room for the Dixic District Hospitality Roon
you guessed it— assigned us the California room.
Hmmmmn,

Another funny incident appeared in Minneapolis
when the temperatlure went down to 23 degrees below
zero—very unappelizing for this (adopted) Florida
Cracker. I had invited a girl friend of my wife’s to
attend the Sunday morning breakfast, hut it heing
sort of cold out, I suggested that she have her brother
bring Ler to the hotel and te come after Lier in the
afternocon. After the progrmm, Mert Barrett and 1
entertained her until her brother arrived and when 1
started to say good-by to her with a (ahem) fatherly
little peck on her lips, a dad-gum spark of electricity
jumped from her nose to mine, or vice-versa, When I
got home I naturally told Flo about “sparking” with
her girl friend.

—Harley S. Miller, Plant City, Florida

LSRN | L LA} A 1l ] | Thomsl 1 R

It seems impossible to pick ont the most ontstand-
ing event in my expericnce with SPEBSQSA. There
have just been too many. Maybe it was when I attended
my first chapter meeting in Chicago and heard an
unknown quartet sing “Sweet Sixteen” with four
chords on the “sweet.” Maybe it was when I went to
the St. Lonis Convention (my first) and was having
Innch in the Jefferson Hotel Coffec Shop when the
BARTLESVILLE BARFLIES sat down at the adjoin-
ing table and started singing. 1 don’t remember what
they sang, but it thrilled me.

Mayhe it was at onc of the Preliminary Conlests, at
5t. Louis, when I eried cvery time a gquartet hit a good
chord or swipe, and they said they didn’t need any
jndges, they could tell which guartet was hest by how
hard I eried.

Maybe it was hearing Owen Cash singing with all
comers in the cafe, and RICE BROTHERS, POLE
CATS and FLAT FOOT FOUR sounding oﬁ in the
lobby and sidewalk. Maybe it was when the Society
made their first big mistake and elected me to the
Board in Grand Rapids in 1942, and maybe it was the
reunion with this grand bunch of guys at all the Mid-
Winter and Mid-Semmer Meetings in the years that
followed.

And before 1 forget it, one of the biggest thrills |
cver got was singing with the PEACH PICKERS at
Chicago in 1943, It scems impossible now, buit look np
your history.

~—Dicl Sturges, Atlanta, Georgia

TTRT AP T T A Py e LT AT
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.« knowledge box of conlribulions
of men wilth varied inlerests and back-
grounds in SPEBSQSA" —~Dauc Martin.

THE WAY 1 SEE I'T

BY CY PERKINS

PAST INTERNATIONAL BOARD MEMBER., BARI OF THE ‘MISFITS"

OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS,

In many years of association with
our great Socicty it has been my
privilege and real pleasure to mect
the finest group of fellows in the
world.

I'm referring to all of you—the
rcaders of this column. Perhaps I
should refer to all the members of
onr Society in every corner of the
land. But I'd rather helieve it’s
about six of one and half a dozen
of the other anyway, because this
colnmn, “The Way I Seec It” just
isn’t overlooked by any member,
any place!

The fine following it has earned
over the years is due to the person-
ality and gracious friendliness of
its editor, C. T. “Dcac” Martin,

Out of the thousands of grand
fellas T have come to know in onur
Soeiety Deae Martin remains al-
ways right up there with the tops,
His contributions to our Society’s
growth, particularly in the ealy
days when we needed so badly his
kind of help and advice, will never
be forgotten by those of us of the
“old gnard.”

So it is with sincere regret that 1
learn of Deac’s decision to “pull
down the enrtain” and turn over to
others the conduct of this column,
Regardless of who writes it in the
future it will always he, to a lot of
us, “Deac’s Column,” T know that
I speak for every member of every
Chapter when I say, “To you, Deac
old friend and pal, our very best
wishes and may you enjoy many,
many more evenings of harbershop-
ping and woodshedding, Yon will
always be an inspiration to us.”

Baek in Angust, our good friend
and LEditor of The Harmonizer,
Boh Breunig, wrote me of Deac’s
decision to turn this column over
to others, Of course, I felt highly
honored that T should he invited to
appear as the “I'irst Guest Con-
ductor.” However, there are many
others with far better qualifica-
tions and yon, dear reader, will en-
joy their comments in subsequent
issucs,

Anyway, as your guest conductor
of the moment, 1 have several in-
hibitions ahout our Socicty as it
exisls today and the Society as I
knew it when I joined in 1939. It
was the greatest organization in the
world back in 1939 and now that it
has gone through a period of some
15 years of growing pains it is still
the greatest organization in the
world. Okay then—why the inhi.
bitions?

First among those doubts is the
matter of the chorns movement.
Not that I object to the chorns—I
admire their work and recognize
their importance to our Society.
But it seems Lo me that in the last
several years, the chorus movement
has become so “hefty” that it is
crowding out of the picture the
singing unit our heloved founder
0., C. Cash had in mind. I refer, of
course, lo the harbershop quartet,

I’ve discussed this problem (if it
iz a problem) with many friends
in the Society and many of them
assure me that my fears of the
chorns replacing the quartet are
unfonnded. Others helieve as I do
that we are at the erossroads and
that any further extension of chorus
activities will, by the very weight
of their numbers, crowd out of the
picture our barbershop ¢uartets.
I'm sure we will always have ¢quar-
tets and chornses but hasn’t too
much emphasis of the past several
vears heen placed on the chorus?—
or is that the way it’s supposed to
be?

Let me quote from others whe
also reeognize what scems to he a
problem,

In his September 1954 column,
Deac Martin wrote: “Only by hold-
ing in large measure to tradition
can this Society continue to retain
its individnality. Otherwise it could
hecome a dull-gray, characterless
copy of the many singing organiza-
tions that existed before, that func-
tion now and will continue. SPEB-
SQSA has been referred to as one
of the outstanding social phenom-
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ena of the 1940%. It had and has
“color.” ‘

The above quotation from Deac’s
column reads logical to me.

Starting on Page 38 of the same
issue of The Harmonizer we carry
the keynote speech of our Past In-
ternational President Charles Mer-
rill. May I please, in the interest of
our Soctety’s future, ask that all of
you read and re-read Brother Mer-
rill’s wonderful and inspiring ad-
dress. He has something to say—
and he says it. Charlie is a “dyed-
in-the-wool” barbershopper and his
viewpoinis are always inleresting
and always worth reading.

May I quote him hriefly, “With
due regard to the progress we have
made in the choral field; with ree-
ognition of the satisfaction one may
derive from choral singing and the
fact that to countless of our mem-
bers, elioral singing is a most satis-
fying end in itself; let 1s not forget
that traditionally, harbershop is a
quartet field; that it is in this field
that barbershop reaches its peak;
that we do have an obligation to
our membpers to provide an oppor-
tunity for them to know quartet
experience and to reach that peak,”

I'm sure that thousands of us
subscribe 100% to Brother Merrill’s
views,

Let me quote him again, “An eye
to the fnture, however, in my opin-
ion, will perceive the red flag—the
warning that we may not confine
ourselves to these developments,
these most worthwhile off-shoots of
onr traditional field. An eye to the
futitre, in this case, is also an eye to
onr origin. And our origin was four
ulen, singing; singing hecause it
was fun to sing; singing in quartet
and singing harbershop becanse it
was most fun to sing that way.”

Believe e, fellow barbershop-
pers and friends, I am proud to be
able to add my very humble ap-
proval to Merrill’s sound reasoning.

Over in my old home state, our
Michigan Distriet publishes bhi-

Continued on page 21
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The Old Songsters

By Sigmund Spacth

Rl
rlIIE lastest volume of “Songs for
Men,” dated July, 1954, contains
a lot of intercsting material, both
old and new. This editor is natu-
rally more concerned with estab-
lished classics of barbershop har-
mony than with contemporary
compositions, but can honestly pay
some compliments lo our crealive
members, as well as to all the
arrangers concerned and to Tom
Grove's committee as a whole.

The introductory discussion of
“Barbershop Craft” by Bud Ar-
berg is definitely stimulating, cs-
peeially in its analysis of “voicing,”
and the author’s arrangement of
the traditional Auld Lang Syne
serves as an excellent illustration of
his main points. Personally we
wonld prefer a unison upbeat to
the seventh chord, partly because
it makes it easier for the singers to
get started on pitch and partly be-
cause it is a totally unnccessary
harmouny, which robhs the firat
major down-beat of its intended
eficel. The “Scoteh Air” sumg to
Bobbic Burns® words, incidentally,
has been credited (perhaps
wrongly) to an English composer
named William Shield, who used it
in his opera, Rosing. It may also
come as a surprise to some colle-
gians that the rccognized theme
song of New Ycar's Eve served as
the melody for Princeton’s Old
Nassau before the present tune was
written by Karl Langlotz, Auld
Lung Syne, by any name, wonld
still sound sweet.

A.NOT]IER distinguished old-
timer is Aura Lee, for which no
composer-author credit is given in
“Songs for Men.” The commitiee
eould have found this information
on page 146 of this reviewer's
“History of Popular Music in Am-
erica.” The words were hy W, W,
Fosdick and the music by George
R. Poulton, and the song is dated
1861. There has been considerable
argument over the possible prior-
ity of Army Blue, which nses the
same tune and waa actnally in exiat-
ence as early as 1846, But this origi-
nal version had anentirely different
melody, and the modern combina-
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tion of words and music seems to
have been sung at Weat Point for
the first time by the graduating
class of 1865, when Adura Lee was
already well known. The present
barbershop arrangement by John
Hill is better than the onc appear-
ing in “Barber Shop Ballads,” even
though the extra version marked
(B) goes in for some coucert tech-
nique in its voicing and lies pretty
high for the average quartet.

H. E. Whitten’s treatment of
Pll Take You Home Again, Kath-
leen also leanas toward sophisticated
voicing, with some prejudice in
favor of the bass, But it is effective
on the whole and compares favor-
ably with Phil Embnurys rather
simpler and more traditional ar-
rangement, available in one of the
Mills collections of Barber Shop
Harmony. Richard S. Hill, of the
Library of Congress, cleared up the
story of this popular song once for
all in the magazine, Notes. It was
written in Plainfield, Indiana (not
Louisville, Ky., as often elaimed),
and its ereator, Thomas P. Westen-
dorf, got his inspiration from an
earlier song called Barney, Tuke
Me Home Again, written by Arthur
W. French and George W. Brown,
who ecalled himself “Persley.” The
date of publication was 1876.

IT is a plensure to find George F.
Root’s classic, There's Music in the
Air, included in the current “Songs
for Men,” again presenting an in-
teresting arrangement by John Hill.
(He nses the unison up-beat, which
is recommended by this department
whenever logical.) Credit for the
words should have been given to
the blind Fanny Crosby (Mrs. Alex-
ander Yan Alstyne), who wrote
many popular Iyries around the
middle of the past eentury. Root
was a publisher as well as a song-
writer (head of the famous firm
of Root & Cady), perhaps hest
known for his patriotic numbers,
The Battle Cry of Freedom (“Rally
round the flag, boys™) and Tramp!
Tramp! Tramp! (“the boys are
marching”). His chorus of Music
in the Air unquestionably influ-
enced therefrain of Hawaii’s dloha

Oe (just try slowing it up) and is
also sung at Princeton as the chorus
of the Whoop ’er Up song.

Then there is Sweet Rosie
O’ Grady,nowinthe Public Domain
after years of argument and litiga-
tion over ownership as well as
authorship. E. B. Marks had origi-
nally bought the song outright from
Maud Nugent, wlo was then sing-
ing and dancing at Johnny Reilly’s
“Abbey” on Eighth Ave., New
York. (1t has been suspected that
her husband, Billy Jerome, might
have had a hand in the creation of
the Rosie song.) When the copy-
right came up for renewal in 1924,
Miss Nugent sawitched to Mills
Music, Inc., and the battle has gone
on ever since. {One of the innocent
vietims waa the 20th Century-Fox
Film Corporation, which paid heav-
ily for its use of the number in &
pieture of the same title, starring
Betty Grable.)

The late W. R. Wiliams (Will
Rossiter) certainly belongs among
the “Old Songsters” represented
in this new colleetion, contrihuting
the comparatively unfamiliar Il
Teall the Waorld It's You, with John
Hill once more the arranger. Our
own Hal Staab, of revered memory,
descrves similar recognition, and
his two newly printed numbers,
Louvely Lady B)rcssed in Blue and
Twilight Comes a-Stealin’ Round,
will be welcomed hy quartets and
choruses alike, The fgrsl has a solid,
practieal arrangement by past Presi-
dent Phil Embury, and Sherry
Brown treats the second in a sim-
larly traditional style,
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BILLY Hannon, a real old-timer
still actively composing and arrang-
ing mmusie, rates a special bow for
bis Somewhere in Indiana, whose
chorus has a familiar ring, This is
a one-man job, words, music and
arrangement, and it adds a highly
respected name to our table of
conlents,

Comnpleting the list of traditional
material is America (which resists
barber shop effcets the same as onr
national anthem) and Lud Wor-
shain’s adaptation of the much
parodied Son of the Sea. The title
of Down in the Valley suggests an-
other old song but is actually
modern, with credit shared by five
writers and arranger Bud Arberg,
John Hill’s Do You Remember? is
also a contemporary composition
with an old-fashioncd slant, Finally
we have Edward Berg’s amusing Oh
Jo, What Are We Waiting For?
and the railroad waltz, The Belle
of the Monon, with Tom Grove ar-
ranging the original work of John
MceGee and Owen Haynes,

There is something for every-
body in the new “Songs for Men.”*

Anyone believing that old soldiers “just
fude away” should watch a fella iry
to squeeze into the G. I, trousers he
wore in the Jast war.

THE WAY I SEL IT

Continted From Page 19

monthly, a really fine newspaper
for its members, It is known as the
Michigan Troubador. Always it is
chock full of the most interesting
stories abont, not only the Michigan
District events, but Iuternational
Socicety events as well,

Here then is a medium that is
barbershop to the core.

What is their rcaction to this
matter of choruses and quartets?
On page 2 of the October-Novem-
ber 1954 issue they carry an edi-
torial “Why Are Quartets Declin-
ing?” I wish space wonld permit
me to present this editorial in its
entirety hut despite the gseriousness
of the subjeet at hand, we jnst ean’t
monopolize all the space. So here
arc a few quotes, “There could be
reason for thought in the upper
cchelons of SPEBSQSA in the cver
diminishing mumber of quartets in
our present day Distriet and Re-
gional Contests.

“What is the reason? There must
he some cause for the decline,

There could be a number of reasons
but the principal one, unquestion-
ably, is that quartets are hecoming
fewer in our ranks, which ean mean
that we arc digressing from our
main purpose for existence—pre-
servation and encouragement of
barbershop quartet singing—and
turning too mnch to ehorus singing
. .. Maybe it’s time we turn onr at-
tention from encouragement of
chornses to eneouragement of quar-
tets.”

I believe the above gquotes from
the Michigan Troubadour arc very
much to the point. Perhaps it is
time to look back at our accom-
plishments so that we may the bet-
ter chart onr future conrse,

Would it be heresy to snggest
that Chorus Contests within our
Quartet Society he contained within
District levels?

Now I have one more little item
to toss ont for your econsideration.
It concerns the growing habit of
using someone else’s song or ar-
rangement and not acknowledging
the arranger or composer.

Most all gnartets at some time or
another use mumbers originated by
some other quartet and that’s fine
but wouldn’t it be a nice gesture to

acknowledge that fact and in so
doing, give a friendly pat on the
back to the originator?

Quite a number of onr popular
songs nscd by onr enrrent gnartets
were arranged and introdnced in
years past by well known fomr-
gomes, Who ean separate The Har-
monizers from “Shanty in O0Old
Shanty Town?" Who can separate
“When the Maple Leaves Were
Falling” from the Elastic Four?

“Rock and Roll” is as definitely
a Harmouy Halls number as “That
Old Gang of Mine” is a Misfits
nminber, I'm sure that all of the
quartcts mentioned are pleased and
complimented when other gronps
nuse the numbers they introdnced.
But it would be a nice gesinre to
acknowledge the fact, wonldn’t it?

And so I've spoken my picee and
like Deac Martin, I'll “ring down
the enrtain.”

Let’s encourage our ehornses and
support them bunt please don’t let
the encouragement build to the
point where the guartets are lost in
the shnffle.

After all we were organized as a
guartet Society and we are still a
quartet Society—anyway that’s the
way [ seeit*
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No. 201, "B

$2.75 euch, posipuid
No C.0.D."s, pleuse

Attention, fellows!!

don your Aprons and sound your “A's"

Here's an Apron that can be
vsed as an abbreviated “uni-,
form."” It goes on and comes off
in a “jiffy.”

There are no tie strings. It clasps
around the body with o clock-
spring steel band, inserted in the
hem; and, can be worn around
waist or chest—as illustrated.

The non-fading design is the
"Barber-Shop Quartet” — hand-
block printed with dyes in 4 bril-
liant colors. You'll proudly wear
it for your singing as well as your
social activities.

Bk Bonchrake

MANUFAGTURER

418 West Olympic Boulevard |

LOS ANGELES 15, CALIF.
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THERE’S TROUBLE 1IN
PARADISE and poor Olde IEd has
been doing a lot of thinking. When
that happens, chillun’, 1t ain’t
good! It usnally ends up with Olde
Ed gittin® nlcers on his ulcers and
this time is no exception.

It all started when the Medalists
in this yecar’s Contest did a radio
hroadcast and the National Champs
appeared on the Ed Sullivan Show.
When any good foursome gets a
chance like that, and they know
they're only going to get one shot at
it, they natnrally pick the munber
that experience tells them the
majority of their listeners like
best. All too often the songs that
get the most applause are not ex-
actly what you might call Simon
pure barbershop and they are gen-
erally “sonped unp” with all the
tricka that that particular foursome
knows, The numbers this year were
no exceptions,

Flushed with success and barher-
shoppically effervescent with joy
at being named the top five quar-
tets in the world, the boys ent loose
with their best Sunday “stufl” and
in their brief moment of fame they
gave it hoth harrels. Chord changes,
key changes, bell chords and swipes
filled the ozone as they tried in one
fell awoop to do every trick in the
hook.

Comes the revolution!!! Hardly
had the air waves vegained their
normal eomplacency when Olde
Ed’s mail was filled with com-
plaints from his old time cronies,
“What are they doing to us?”
“We've heen sahotaged.” “It just
ain't barbershop.” And Olde Ed,
stinker that he is, sensing a story
for the Harmonizer, promptly sick-
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o+ D0 YOU REMEMBER?

by J. George O’Brien

117 West Genesee Ave,

¢d them on some of the more lib-
eral greats in the Society and sat
back to enjoy the donneybrook.

Russ Cole, Rudy Heinan, Percy
Tranks, Harry McCullough, and
Sam Woods, (who filed his gripe
with TIME magazine) registered
complaints in no uncertain terms
to the effect that old time barber-
shop harmony was deteriorating
into a modern style of hokum,

TFully as logical were the argu-
ments of Frank Thorne, Berney
Simmer, Johnny Means, Deac Mar-
tin, Al Shea and many others that
true barbershop harmony had nei-
ther deteriorated nor disinegrated
but, on the contrary, was improv-
ing by leaps and bounds. And right
in the middle Olde Ed was getting
more and more confused by the
minute. That’s when he started to
think,

“Let’s see now,” he said to him-
self as his old warped hrain hegan
to function, “What is it that the
boys are objecting to?” Key
changes, chord changes, blasts and
whispers, as Sam Wood referred to
shading, and even a tendeucy lo
revert to modern lead on top
parallel type of instrumental har-
mony so popular today with the
foursomes who sing with bands.

Well sir, we changed keys in the
middle of a song or medley bhack
around 1918 and we sore thonght
we were doing something real slick.
Of conmrse we only had one key
change but we worked it wherever
we could. Pete, our baritone, doped
it out and tanght it to us and no one
in our outfit was smart enoungh to
work out another. But by crackee
we changed keys and never missed
a lick and we sure thought we were
some pumpkins,

There i8 nothing new or modern
ahoult key changes, only the present
day quartets iave ten to our oue as
they have the benefit of arrangers
who can figure them out with a
slide rule, put them on paperso the
hoys can read ‘em and sing ‘em as
easy as we sang Honey.

Saginaw, Michigan

Chord changes? We had them
too, three of them to be exact in
“when you wereswe .. . ece...cet
sixteen” and later on when we
added two more to the same “swe
L..CEE ... CCE...CCC...cel" we
had really arrived.

In the same manner chord
changes have progressed until the
fabulous five of 1918 finally
reached the zenith when Olde Ed's
favorite of favorites than which
there is no whicher, those ever-
loving Chordcttcs ended up with
some sixteen, and ho’s not sure hnt
what the Antlers topped that by
one or two,

Blasts and whispors . . . every
quartet had ’em and the ones that
were the bestest with the maostest,
as Frank Thorne points out, got the
most money for it. True the quar-
tets in the old days had no micro-
phones or amplifiers and they had
to make their own power, but
don’t let anyone tell you that they
didn’t siimmer down to a faint
whisper hefore they knocked yon
out of the ten cent seats with a
finale that could almost he heard
round the world, Shading? Yes, we
had that too back in 1918,

The old quartets were usually
built around a booming bass and
their blasts were londer and their
whispers softer but they hlasted
and whispered all over the place
so there’s nothing new or novel
about that.

As for modern instrumental-type
harmony, the rules of the Society
very adequately cover that and the
judges are well trained and eca-
pable. No quartet, Olde Iid reasoned
with himazelf, ever won a contest
or cven gol by the first round if
they didn’t sing barbershop har-
mony. Maybe at an Afterglow or
during a Parade some of the fonr-
somes would slip in a modern ar-
rangentent of Sentimental Journey
or the like just for the novelty of
it, hnt it wasnt because they
couldn’t sing barbershop.

You see, chillun’, it’s rather a
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complieated subject once you get
your foot in it, and the farther you
go the more confusing it gets.
You're quite apt to get off on some
very wrong tangents and yours
truly was no exception.

He had about made np his mind
that the old timers were for the old
school and the younger generation
for the new, and never the twain
shall meet, when Bill Mueller kick-
ed that one into a cocked hat.

Back in 1907 to 1917, Bill and
Brother Frank played every hig
time vaudeville circuit in the coun-
try as Mueller and Mueller, a
straight lwo man singing tcam do-
ing such numbers as Palins, You and
I Dear and Tha Rosary. Later, Bill
sang tenor in a foursome with Olde
Ed. Often when we are together we
talk shop . . . barher that is,

After hearing the Orphans on
the Sullivan show, Bill said, “These
modern quartets can sing rings
around the old timcrs. I know; 1
heard ’em all. We played on the
same bill with the best of them,
That Quartet, Empire City Founr,
Quaker City IFour, Newsboys Quar-
tet and many others. Frankly, they
couldn’t hold a caundle to the quar-
tets today.”

It was then and there that Olde
Ed decided that it was all a matter
of opinion. . . and he promptly quit
worrying.

As Al Shen of the Buffalo Bills so
ably expressed it in a letter to Russ
Cole, a portion of which we gnote,
*“The way I see it, there’s room for
all types of quartets just as theve is
room for all types of songs. It
would be a far ery from enlertain-
ing an audience if each quartet sang
the same type of song with the same
volume and the same approach, 1t’s
perhaps only through contrasts
that we are able to keep all our
different quartets busy, inspired to
work hard learning new songs, vari-
ations of chords and perpetnaling
the movement. And then the andi-
ence . . . bless their hearts .
have to have their conltrasts so that
they too may form their prefer-
ences.”

To which Deae Martin sagely
adds, “Change and evolution are
inevitable if the Sociely is to hang
together solvently. It was stavted by
a group that will be entirely out of
the picture in another decade. lis
original ranks arve gelling prelty
thin now. All we can do is to TRY
to keep alive the traditions, and
siress them so importantly thal at
least one more generation won't
throw them out the window.”

As u result of all thisstewing and
fretting Olde ILid arrived at two
pretty definite conelusions, One . . .
barbershopping is NOT going to
the dogs and they are singing pret-
tier today than they ever have he-
fore. Two . . . never judge a barber-
shop quartet by hearing them sing
one song. So there.

THOSE OF YOU WHO HAVE
RELATIVES OR FRIENDS in the
Armed Services should urge them
to try to get the barbershop ar-
rangements that Bud Arberg is
making for the Armed I'orces Song
IFolio, which we understand Bud
prepares each month as chief of the
music unit of the Adjutant Gen.
eral’s office. Already numbhers like
Row, Row, Row, Wait ‘Tl The Sun
Shines Nellie, Cruising Down The
River, Oh By lingo, Carolina Moon
ﬂ]’](] ]"ﬂ.]]_v Otllcl'ﬂ ]]H\’E come
through and these arvangements
are getting hetter all the time,

IF ANYONE AFTER READING
THE LAST HARMONIZER lhas
an idea that Jim Moore and Olde
Ed are fendin’ they’ve got another
guess coming. Jim, who’s director
of the Queen City Chorus in Phila-
delphia is a grand guy and a fine
barbershopper, und Olde Ed just
naturally likes harhershoppers, es-
pecially when they have the comr-
age of their eonvictions.

GOOD OLD ART SWEENEY
has come throngh with still another
bundle of songs for the Library,
And he sends us an old letterhead
from the Glohe Messenger Boys
Quartet of Baltimore and tells us
about attending a rehearsal. Art
says they are the oldest organized
quartet in the world which still
retains the original personnel and
sinee their letterhead carries the
date 1904 we are inclined 1o agree.
Their names, L. O’Conmor, Jno.
Drane, Jos. Drane and D. Riordan.

DID YOU KNOW THAT there
are only nine copies on record of
the first edition of the Star Spun-
gled Banner (1814), That this is the
most desirable collector’s item of
all Ameriean sheet musie and that
the last sale recorded was for
51,250.00 Did you know that one
collection of old songs now offered
for sale is priced at $18,500.00, It's
all in Harry Dichiter’s new catalog
Handbook of American Sheet Music
(sceond series). In it too is a list
ol seven or eight hundred old favor-
ites prior to 1915 at one dollar each
that will furnish you a whole eve-
ning of reminiscing. They run the
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gammul from Absence Makes The
Heart Grow Fonder to You Got Me
Going Kid and back, Harry will be
glad to wmail a free copy to any
Seeiety member and it’s well worth
having. Write Harry Dichter, 5458
Montgomery Ave., Philadelphia 31,
a.

THE YNEWDEU DEPART-
MENT is happy to report success
on Don Stratton’s inquiry. The
title is I Wanna Say Hello, written
by Jack Hoffman and Jimmy Mac-
Donald eirea 1919. This one must
he pretty well known as several of
the hrothers sent the words. Billy
Hannon sent the words to My Fliv-
ver Is A Wreck and Paul Sommers
asked about When Lightin’ Struck
The Coon Creek Party Line (The
Kord Kings of Oak Park, I1l., sing
it) and My Old Fraternity Pin (one
of The Viking's hest crowd pleas-
crs) but to date we have drawn a
blank on both, maybe the two quar-
tets ean help us. We did tell Raw-
lye Halliman where to find a barber-
shop arrangement of { Wonder
What's Become Of Sally and gave
Roy Hopkins the dope on who
wrote and published There's 4

Hole In The Old Oaken Bucket.

THE BLUL PLATE SPECIAL
THIS TIME offcrs a tasty morsel
dished up by Phil Embury whe
should know a good bharbershop
number when he hears one and
when he recommends Down P here
The Cotton Blossoms Grouw, 1901,
writen hy Andrew B. Sterling and
Harry YonTilzer and published by
Shapiro, Remick and Co., and
When The Harbor Lights Are
Burning, 1907, written by Alfred
Bryan and Alfred Solman and puh-
lished by los. W. Stern and Co., he
picked a couple of dandies.

YOUR GRANDPAPPY YO-
DELED Jfust After The Batile writ-
ten in 1864 by George I'. Root and
published by Root and Cady and
it was dug up for us by onc of onr
most helpful committee membhers,
Ken Grant. (:uulrm‘_\' to what yon
may be thinking it had nothing 1o
do with what happened when
Grandpap came home under the in-
fluence of hard cider at 3:00 AL
in the morning bnt rather with a
real shootin® war in which, aceord-
ing to the verse, “a thousand hrave
men fell” and the chorus goes:
“Mother Dear your hoy is wounded,
And the night is drear with pain,
But still 1 feel that I shall see you,
And that dear old home again.”
Do you vemember? *
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Hock Says:

This Is Where We

SHARE THE WEALTH

By Robert Hockenbrough, |

past International Board membher

HOORAY! SOMEBODY USES
‘XM . . . from where I sit it’s pretty
hard to tell if anyone even reads,
let alone uses, any of the ideas pre-
sented in this colummn. So it was
especially gratifying to hear from
Stoney Johnson, secretary of our
Santa Monica Chapter, that they
had quite a bit of fun with the “All
Lathered Up™” . .. and the “Gold
Cup” stunts mentioned in this col-
umn some issues hack.

Stoney says, “We tried it (All
Lathered Up) and it worked ont
very well except that one of the
guys was left handed and that inter-
fered with the action some. Also it
is difficult for the parties to con-
centrate on the singing, so we had
to help them a little on that, how-
ever, as we had two attendants for
the stunt it worked out OK, in fact
made a guartet of the deal.

“The Gold Cup stunt was veally
good as we had talked it np a lot
but had surronnded the stunt with
a lot of mystery, in fact only a very
few of the members knew what 1t
wasg all about, we had it very clabo-
rately wrapped ele. and when it was
presented to view it sure bronght
ont a roar of laughter and ap-
plause.™

MEMBERSHIP PROBLEMS?
.+ . You're not alone! How to hold
old members and win new ones is a
big problem with every chapter, I
believe some of the ideas offerved
here might be real helpful.

Like anything else, if member-
ship in your c]mptel' eoncs too
easy it won’t be appreciated. So
don®t overlook the importance of
proper procedure for handling
the new man—from the moment
he firsl visils yomr chapter *til he
joius up.

If he is the guest of one of the
members or if he comes alone, his
bid for membership should he
sponsored by a member in good
standing. After he fills out his ap-
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Mail ideas to:

R, Hockenbronugh
4150 Deyoe Avenue

Drook field, I,

plication he should be required to
attend three consecutive meetings
at which time his name is read to
the membership, And finally, after
the third reading the chapter votes
on accepling or rejecting his appli-
cation.

With a build-up like this what
man could fail to he impressed by
the value of a membership in onr
Society. But that’s just the start!

Frank Vechiola, seeretary of Pio-
neer Chapter (Illinois) has devel-
oped an excellent follow-up
program that really ties the new
member solidly to the chapter.

“Ya gotta lel ’em kuow you
really want ’em,” says Frank and
he does, When a new member pays
his dues he receives from Frank a
receipt which tells the member that
his membership card will be sent
from Detroit with a confirmation
of payment. (This makes a nice
impression. We're Dbig!) Trank
keeps a copy of the receipt for his
own records.

About a weck later the new mems-
ber receives a nice full-page letter
From Frank again acknowledging
reecipt of applieation and dnes
plus an excellent deseription of the
Society and the Chapter . . . and a
hit about initiation of new mem-
bers. (Another nice impression.
They remembered!)

At the same time Frank sends a
letter of remittance to the Inter-
national Office with copies to the
Chapter Treasurer, the Chapter
Mailing service and one for his own
files. (This new member really
helongs!)

Then ahout a week hefore Initia-
tion Night the new man gets a letter
notifying him of the time and place
of the evemt and requesting his
presence. {Now, he’s one of the
bhoyst)

For old and new members alike
who miss too many meetings Frank
has a very wonderful letter that
gets most of ’em back in the fold.
Here’s a program that works at

Pioneer (755 of their present
membership are new —and no
membership drive} and it should
work for you.

I have copics of the complele
campaign . . . they're yours for
the asking!

YOU SIGN A CONTRACT to
bring at least oue guest during the
month (if you’re a member of the
Downey, California Chapter) . . .
and if you fail to live up to your
contracl you serve on the refresh-
ment or clean np’ committee. Bnt,
says chapter secretary Bob Hateh,
if every member fulfills his contract
the chapter officers must serve on
these eommittees.

MEMBERSHIP DRIVE NIGHT
... I have in my files a copy of a
very successful membership pro-
motion plan developed by Carl
Haneuft, President of the Salt Lake
City, Utalh Chapter, This is the
most complete, comprehensive and
workable membership plan I've
ever scen. It's far too long to reprint
here hut copies of the entire plan
are available to you on request.
Carl says the idea was used only
once but they picked up 13 better-
than-average new members, It1l
work for you, too!

MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN
Charles Driver of our Blooming-
ton, Illinois Chapter has developed
a very effeetive post card mailing to
reactivate old members. It says in
part:

“You have been appoint-
ed 1o the Membership Com-
miltee. Our present plan is
to have each membher of this
commitlee concentrale on a
single person. Will yon
malke il a point 1o confer
with the person assigned 1o
youn, explaining the impor-
tance of rvegular atlendance
al meetings, cte. Please gel
youwr man out for the next
meeling.”
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The man assigned to you
is (recipient’s name.)

TOMORROW’'S MEMBERS . ..
Don Scholiz, editor of the Mem-
bership Bulletin of the IFar West-
ern District, says . , . “The sooner
yon get in tounch with your local
educators and sct up a full scale
High School Contest, the sooner
your Chapter will .enjoy this new
gencration of Dbarbershoppers,
These boys are tomorrow's mem-
bers if you will plant the SPEBR
bug in them now.”

HIGH SCHOOL BARBER-
SHOPPING is a pet project of onr
Connersville, Indiana Chapter ac-
cording to secretary Gene Wright,
Chapter President Sylvan Hiers and
Dircetor Carl Brock contacted the
High School Principal and al-
though not thoronghly sold, he at
least was willing to talk, Carl Broek
then contacted the music tcacher
to see if she would be interested
enongh to help us ont. After she
agreed, the job was then to sell the
pupils themselves.

It was then decided that the best
way would be to let them hear onr
type of songs, With the principal’s
permission, and the co-operation of
all onr members, many of whom
had to leave their johs and places

of bnsiness, we put on a half-hour :

general assembly program, much to
the pleasure of all the kids.

When the principal saw the re-
ception onr Chorus was given, he
gave the go-ahcad sign. He gave
permission for one forty-minute
period a week, not as much as we
hoped, but a beginning. At the first
scssion, forty boys aticnded and
Carl helped the mmsie teacher lo
place the hoys in the right sections
and started them off. We, of course,
lent them some of onr mmsie and
arrangements and continned to give
them all the help we could during
the rvemainder of the year,

When the term was over, we in-
vited all the boys to one of our
meetings, where we entertained
themm and fed them and had them
join the different scctions and sing
with us. We also presented the four
graduating Secnior boys with a
paid-up membership to the end of
the year,

During the summer we have en-
conraged the hoys to attend our
meetings and Carl has worked with
them as a group giving them all the
hasic ideas of barbershop harmony.

We feel then that we should he
even more successful in the coming
year, since we now have a group of
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boys who know a few of our songs
and have an idea of what barber-
shop singing is and what it means.

WITH FULL APPROVAL of the
school authoritics our Grand Rap-
ids, Michigan No. 4 Chapter has set
np . a High School Barbershop
Quartet Contest involving abont 30
public, parochial and private
schools in Kent Connty, according
to .an article in the Michigan
Troubadour.

THE BLIND-IF'OLD FOUR is a
little stunt which will add a bit of
fun to onc of your meeting night
programs. From the IMar Western
Distriet Bulletin, IF estunes, we find
that the Arcadia Chapter came up
with this idea as part of a recent
surprise party.

It’s a simple idea, Each member
of the quartet is blindfolded and
unaware of the identity of the other
three, They arc brought bhefore the
andience, given a song to sing . . .
the piteh is blown and they're off.
After the song, the four partici-
pants will make some very sincere,
humorons and wrong guesses as to

who they are singing with. Sounds
like fun, Try it!

A NEW TWIST for reporting
and stimnlating membership at-
tendance at Chapter meetings has
heen developed by Max Lloyd,
Membership Chairman of onr Salt
Lake City Chapter. Instcad of nsing
ordinary percentage figures, Max
gives cach member a “batting aver-
age” and ranks him in one of five
baseball leagucs denoting attend-
ance standings., In this connection
I'd like to quote from their Chap.
ter bulletin “Spotlight™ . . . “if all
chapters kept attendance records

. the society could learn a lot
about itself in no time.”

FAST AND EASY ... from onr
Pasadena Chapter’s Bulletin, Crown
and Sceptor we learn that their
chorus is using a new method to
specd up the teaching of new songs.
They have a top-notch quartet rec-
ord the number to be learned. Fonr
recordings are made. Each time a

diffcrent part predominates with
the other three parts sung softly in
the background. This makes it sim-
ple for cach section of the chorus
to learn its part

ENTERTAINMENT MEET-
INGS . . . from an article entitled
“How to Run Your Meetings” writ-
ten by Bud Jackson of our Interna-
tional Publie Relations Committee
we quote: TO BE SUCCESSFUL
OVER a long period of time, enter-
tainment meetings must offer va-
riety and a swift pace. Repectition
and dragginess arc inexeusable and
their effcet will be a swiftly dimin-
ishing attendance. If you have
devoted most of a meeting to choral
work, break the routine with quar-
tets. If yon nsed quartets as enter-
tainment at your last meeting, at
least sclect different ones for the
next or, better still, devise ways of
getting every man into the act as a
participant. Round-robins, gnartet
clinics and eritiques, informal quar-
tet conlests, even games are excel-
lent. In the latter connection, one
chapter of our acqnaintance had a
bang-up meeting by concealing a
tape-recorder in the hall, organiz-

. ing informal quartets, then playing
. the tapes back for the boys to hear.
. Another staged a good meeting by

playing, on a playback concealed
from view, 10 different recordings
Ly outstanding Society medalists.
Each man present was given a ballot
and asked to identify the quartets.
winners received snall prizes —a
pitch pipe, a lapel button, ete.

BIRTHDAY MEETINGS . . .
again from Don Scholtz’s FWD
Membership bulletin . . . “Have
you tricd dedicaling each meet-
ing to those mcimbers who are
haviug birthdays during the
weelc? Introdirce each one with a
biographical sketcli about bis
famnily, home, job, singing ex-
perience, other hobbies, ete. Give
him a cup cake with a candle on
it. Do it np brown with fun and
flair. Your members will greatly
appreciate it,”

AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION
takes a new twist when our North
Olinsteod, Ohio Chapter pnts on a
performance. Quoting from their
quarterly report:

“In our jobs where the chorns
and quartel sing, we endeavor 1o
get men from the audience to
sing in our piclip quartets, Try
it for kicks sometime.”

Carl Hancufl, President of our
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Salt Lake City Chapter says, “We
have stressed many times the im-
poriance of making a visitor feel
welcome, It makes no difference
if he’s a total siranger or the
President of the District. Show
that man how really glad you are
to have him there.”

THE HY-POWERS QUARTET
of our Kansas City, Mo., Chapter
have an Ilonorary Membhership Cer-
tificate which is awarded to Barber-
shoppers who have the good for-
tune to stand in and sing with the
outfit, Appropriately designed and
signed by the four regular mem-
bers, this makes a fine addition to
any barbershoppers collection.

HEY! . .. WANNA BE IN A
QUARTET? ... Jack Baird of our
Southtown {Chicago) Chapter has
developed an excellent question-
naire for isolating qnartet talent in
your chapler, your area or your
distriet,

Also in my files is a copy of a
Talent Questionnaire used by our
Mobile, Alabama Chapter which
enabled them to discover a har-
monica player, softshoe specialist,
uke player and pianist. Copies of
both questionnaires available on
request,

OUR CHAPTER IN CHAR-
LOTTI, N, C. (the seecond largest
church-going center in the world)
deeided 1o lcarn some of the hymns
available in the Society song hooks
with the idea of taking over a Sun-
day cvening service for one of the
Charlotte Churches.

Bob Kceter, Chapter Secretary
says, “There were about 400
people at our first chureh service
and they were howled over at how
a Barbershop Chorus could sing
the songs they knew and make
them so beautiful, We already
have requests from several other
chureches to do the same.”

FILLING THE HOUSE. They
turned ‘em away in droves from the
last Seattle Chapter Parade, after
filling the 2200 scats and the aisles
at Meany Hall. Price—$2.40 per, A
repeat of this is expected next time.
To work up to that happy state,
here’s what they did to entice the
populace, aecording to Jack Briggs.

About six weeka hefore the Pa-
rade date, colorful posteards were
mailed by chapter members to
people, auch as club members,
church and school friends, people
in their offices and shops, those to
whom they owned social ohliga-
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tions, to any persons who might buy
tickets if they knew about the show.
A follow-up sheet was kept on these
people, so that they could all be
rcached by phone. When tickets
were put on sale down-town the de-
mand beeame greater than the sup-
ply ... from Timbre, the Evergreen
Diatrict Bulletin edited by L. IH.
Hub Stone.

FINDING CHORUS DIRLC-
TORS is a problem in many lo-
calities, Charlic Hecking, 1llinois
District President has this to offer:

“With reference to the en-
couragement and education of
new Chorus Directors, I have sug-
gested to many Chapters that they
encourage their present Chorns
Director (if they have one) to
let a different member of the
chorns direet one or two numbers
after the regular rehecarsal. If a
chapter has a quartet, allow each

member of the gquartet to diveet
the chorus al different thmes. It
is smrprising 1o see what hidden
talent can be brought out, The
chapters that have adopted this
plan, and I might say one of them
is my own—JPioneer—have un-
covered three possibilities for
Chorus Director material. One is
an oulstanding director. The
other two need a little more
polishing. Get everyone in the act
and I am sure you will find soine
‘diamonds in the rough,’”

And our District of Columbia
Chapter (the 1954 Chorus Champs)
uses this method of training song
leaders. The chorus director seleets
a song leader for each meeting, The
eandidate is given several wecks no-
tice “to practice arm-waving” and

then on the big night has a chance
to lead the chorus in a song of his
own choosing. This could pay big
dividends.

AND AT CHICAGO PIONEER
CHAPTER their new director Bob
Wilkie {(formorly of the District of
Columbia Chapter) puts a slight
twist to the above. Each chapter
member has his name on a card
and two directors are selceted by
lottery for each meeling night. Sur-
prising too, most of the men like
the idea.

BOOSTING TICKET SALES is
always a hig problem. In this con-
nection you might like to try the
Exchange Ticket Plan used by our
ICansas City, Missouri Chapter,
Anstin Thames, Scerctary tells it
this way. .

“These Exchange tickets arc is-
sued to chapter members some
three or four months prior to our
Parade and they immediately go
to work selling same. They can
be turned in on a reserved secal at
the box office, or, mailed in to onr
Treas.

“This past year we attempted a
new approach in the selling of
these tickets. Our (uartets, npon
accepting engagements which
would ordinarily bhe for free,
offered to appear if the chureh,
club, committee or what have yon,
engaging them would purchase
from ten to fifty ‘Exchange
Tickets.” They in turn counld sell
the tickets to their memhers
therchy recovering any expendi-
tnre of their organization. The
quartects even earried this plan to
some of their ‘paid’ engage-
ments, sacrificing mmch needed
expense money and costnme
maintenance,

The plan was also carried ont
by the chorus 1o the effect of ask-
ing for the purchase of fifty to
one Inmdred tickets for its ap-
pearance. I wish I had the fignres
to show the success of this idea,
Suffice 1o say we will repeal next
year.

WHAT DO YOU DO WITH
YOUR OLD, DISREGARDED
PAST PRESIDENTS. Ed Hackett,
Past International Board Member
of our Louisville Chapter comes up
with a great idea to keep 'em in
harness,

“The inactivity of Past Chap-
ter Presidents has been called to
mind many times in the past sev-
eral years, Unless the man who
has heen Chapter President has
become inmterested at the Distriet
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or International level he scrves
his year as Immediate Past Presi-
dent then retives lo rest on his
[auvels, It is seldom that he is
called upon for advice or gnid-
ance. He may serve for a time on
the Board of Directors but usual-
ly his retirement from active par-
licipation is certain,

“It appears to me that each
chapter which fails to utilize the
talents of the men they have sue-
cessively clected to their highest
office, has discarded the experi-
ences that are acemmulative and
nearly all-embracing in their
scope. I wounld think that this
would represent a tremendous
waste of manpower and of more
importance the discarding of this
wealth of experience and knowl-
edge gained by doing which ecould
he irreplaceable.

“I realize that after serving his
year as Immediate Past President,
unless he is retained as a Board
Mewmber, hie conld very vendily as-
sue that it made little difference
WHAT he thought. This is par-
ticularly trune shonld the new re-
gime comprise men of a different
gronp or faction. And this is all
nnderstandable,

“I have been thinking of get-
ting the Past Presidenis of the
Louisville Chapter together in an
informal manner, with the
thought of offering our services
to the present President in an
advisory capacity., This in an ef-
fort to perfect a mauner by which
these men wonld be always avail-
able, if needed, without any awk-
ward approach. 1 eannot visualize
any Louisville President who
wonld not take advantage of the
help of Iritz2 Drybrongh, Ed
Mall, Bob Griffin, Jaclkk Byrne,
Pat Dunlevy, and otlier men who
wonld autowmatically heecome
members of this committee aos
they leave office. This in spite of
the faet that the Louisville Panel
would include Hackett.

“The group would have a
substantial standing within the
chapter. Together they wounld
represent the executive life of the
chapter: Aud what is most im-
poriant they probably would have
met problems that would again
arise and the present group eonld
henefit by their experiences. The
President of the chapter wonld
in nowise be out of place at any
time in ealling on this gronp if
he in his judgement felt they
might he helpful to him. The ad-
ditlon st the end of cach term
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wonld he automatic, and it
MIGHT revive and maintain in-
terest where it is now lost,”

HERES A NEW TWIST ON
CHAPTER BULLETINS. Our
Reading, Mass., Chapter has a vol-
untecr corps of thirteen membhers
who take turns getting out the bul-
letin, The bulletin is issued every
two weeks. The thirteen men cach
write in turn, then at the end of six
months they start down the list
again. This plan reduces the work
per man and brings new ideas into
the picture. It's a good way for a
chapter to have a hulletin when no
one individual has the time to issne
one regularly,

IT’S IN THE BAG . .. a real
clever attention getler developed by
Ed Flemming of our Enid, Okla-
homa™ Chapter, 1 used this idea
mysell with great sucecess ., and if
your members don’t read hulletins
give this a uy.

Your message is printed on a
long narrow strip of paper about
two or three inches wide, This is
then rolled tightly to abont the size
of a cigarctte and held with scotch
tape. This is then placed ina paper
bhag (the kind you get at grocery
and candy stores) which is then
stapled shut. The name and address
and the stamp is placed on the bhag
and then mailed. Try it! You'll get
results!

THE CHAPTER PROGRAM
ideas presented here are loaded
with opportnnities for geltin’
everybody into the act. Take for
example the idea developed by
Tom Helzer, editor of our South-
western Distriet Bulletin, The
Roundup. Tom comes np with a
take-oft on the Groucho Marx show
built around the SECRET WORD
CONTEST, The way Tom worked
it, he first selected four woodshed
quartets and asked each lo sing a
different song . . . any song they
wished but not to duplicate one
another. Then four Secret Words
that appear in barbershop songs
were sclected | . . words like Dixie,
Moon, Love, Baby, You, cte.

Ag the quartet blows the piteh
the M.C flashes a card for the andi-
ence te sce, on which the seeret
word is printed. The quartet does
not know the seceret word and the
audience is instructed (unknown to
the quartet) to listen for the word
and if it comes up in the song
“evervhody gets into the aet” . ..
the entive chorus jumps np and

MOON r‘

—

sings just the scerel word {good "n’
lond) with the quartet. The shock
rendered here to the quarlet is
termed “chord shock.”

Each quartet that sings a song in
which there is a secret word gets a
prize. When Tem ran it, the prize
was frec cigars (Groucho Marx
take-off) ... Tom says they necded
something to cure them of “chord-
shock.” To really do-it-up Tom, as
M.C., was dressed to caricalure
Groucho . . . dark rimmed glasses,
mustache, eigar and all. And it went
over with a hang! .. . the idea that
is . . . not the cigar.

Thanks to all you editors for
sending me copies of your bulletins.
To those of you who haver't as yet
included Share the Wealth on your
mailing list please do! %

2 =

& Brewed

Pale Beer

Brewed hy KINGSBURY BREWERIES CO.,
Manitowoc and Sheboygan, Wis.
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KEY CHANGES FROM THE CHAPTERS

A ROUND-UP OF “SAYINGS AND DOINGS”

@ A quartet needs a “fifth wheel”
about as munch as a moose needs a
hatrack.

@ “All work and mo plagiarism
makes for a mighty dull chapter
bulletin.” (Plagiarized directly
from the Sea Chords, which was
plagiarized divectly from the Wash-
ington, D.C. Chapter Bulletin.)

@ lHere’s another example of the
power for good which is available
to all of us. The Derry, New Hamp-
shire Chapter (37 members)
started the hall rolling for a young
woman crippled by arthritis for the
past half dozen years. The chapter
decided to turn over funds from
their annual show to help this
woman regain her former strength.
The chapter donated about $600.00
and other organizations have since
pledged and donated in excess of
$1,200.00. The initiative of the
local barbershoppers was pub-
licized in the Manchester, New
Hampshire Union Leader. Randy
Blandiord, loecal Arvea Counnselor,
says simply “we hope she will soon
he able to walk.”

® As parl of their community
service program, members of the
West Bend-Barton, Wisconsin
Chapter recently presented a ta-
chistoscope to the school system for
use in the special education classes
remedial reading eourses.

The tachistoscope is a flexible de-
vice for developing more effective
sceing, quicker and more accurate
perception, wider visual span,
faster recognition, and increased
speed and comprehension in read-
ing.

At their show, The Calvacade of
Harmony, which was staged in
October, the chapter presented to
the School Board another commu-
nity service award—a complete kit
containing hasie slides and forms,
ete,, comprehensive enough for nse
in high school. Total eost involved
—35465.00,

An excellent community serviee
project. Well done, men!

@ Mr. and Mys. Eugene A. Qathout
(Betty Ann is the daughter of O. C.
Cash) receuntly announced the
birth of a son, David Eugene. Date
of birth was September 24 and

Left to right — Roger Bardiwcell, principal of the McLean School, Peter
Nannetti, Special Educational Instructor, Henry Renard, Community
Service Chairman, Lou Bast, West Bend-Barton Chapter President, and
Russ Colwell, Areq Counselor. (Story Abouve)
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weight of the new arrival was 8 1bs.
5 oz, Betly Ann is a really ardent
barbershopper and helped O. C.
with his column when he was ill.
The Oathont’s address is 1009 Iowa
Street, Cedar Falls, [owa.

@ The Johnny Appleseed District
recently staged an unusual contest
in conneetion with their annual
quartet competition. The new con-
test was called “All-District Quartet
Contest” and it worked like this:
Each person in the andience got
a ballot to use in voling for the
best tenor, lead, bari, and hass.
Four quartets sang and the andi-
ence “eleeted” themr favorite sing-
ers. The newly formed quartet sang
on the Saturday night show. Cer-
tainly a fine idea which will be of
interest 1o all barbershoppers.

@ Ilere’s some real grist from the
mill of the Yakima, Washington
Chapter bulletin:

“Kvery so often we have to
pause long enocugh and sort of
review the past and what it
takes to make an organization
a good one. All of us at one
time or another belonged to a
club that lacked that certain
something that makes it all
worth while.

“SPLEBSQSA has first, music,
—Vocalizing in a style which
is simple for those who nuder-
atand and feel it; difficult
cnough to make the best musi-
eian want to accomplish it.
beautiful enough so that any-
onc will listen and applaud
those who ring the chords. It
is this desire to sing that is the
heart-throh of the Socicty,

“The ‘hecart-throh’ ean he-
come a ‘dead-beat’ too, if a
Stafl doesn’t have the notes on
the right lines.

“In our chapter, we have
had excellent leadership in the
past years which has laid the
gromyl work for an ontstand-
ing and healthy organization.
SPEBSQSA has the knack of
putting its government sceond
to singing, but it is every hit
as solid as the chords in
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“KEEP AMERICA SING-
ING.”

® Bob Hawthorne, of the Owens-
boro, Kentucky Chapter, reports
that Bert Messtin, who is playing
the role of the ferry hoat pilot in
the pieture “The Kentnckian,”
turned up at a chapter meeting re-
cently. The motion picture eom-
pany is shooting “The Kentuckian”
at Owensboro. Bert, it turns out,
directs the San Iernando, Cali-
fornia Chapter Chorusat Van Nnys,
California and is a member of the
PROMISSORY NOTES quartet.
Bert took over as dircetor for the
evening and really turned it on.
Everyone hiad a wonderful time.

@ On Labor Day the Janesville,
Wisconsin Chapter entered an old
Model *“T" in the Parade. Four
men rode in the car: Al Draper,
who was dressed as an Indian
Chief; I'ran Gilbertson, dressed as
a woman with a redheaded wig;
bringing up the rear were Russ
Bahr and Jack Gray, dressed as hill
hillies with shotgun and old brown
jug. Jack reports that “from the
cheers we got, I think that people
around here know who we are by
now. Signs on the car said “We
ain’t mad at nobody’ and ‘On to
Miami in June 1955."*

@ The Decatur, Illinois Barber-
shoppers reeently serenaded a man
on top of a flagpole who was cam-
paigning for emergency polio
funds. The singers report passers-
by were paying $5.00 a song while
their concert lasted.

@ Sun Raphael, California Chap-
ler reports a suecessful outing on
Mt. Tam for barbershoppers and
their families. A 25¢ assessment was
made for ice cream and eoffee.
Games were planned for the kids
and the promise that “there won't
be anything but woodpeckers and
hoot owls to keep us from singing
our lungs ont” was kept. The pur-
pose of the meeling was to give
barbershopping wives an outing.

@ International Seeretary Bob
Hafer says “how's this for democ-
racy ?”

The Stockton, California Chap-
ter, sponsored by Sacramento and
chartered in Oectober of this year
with 34 members, lists the follow-
ing occnpations among its member-
ship:

Railroad switchman, locomotive
fireman, locomotive engineer, farm
machinery inspector, railroad con-
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ductor, salesman, insurance agent,
printer, letter carrier, welder, fire
chief, two physicians, rancher, golf
pro, automobile dealer, lineman,
schoolman, merchant, student, civil
engineer, teacher, psychiatric tech-
nician, safety engineer, cabinet
maker, two business owners, truck
driver, laboratory technician, en-
gincering draftsman, carpenter,
and utilities representative.

There are a great many things to
say for an organization that does
not represent ouly business or lahor
or farmers or the rieh or the poor.
We are prond to be one of the most
democratie of all fraternal organi-
zations in North Ameriea.

@ Arc our faces red! The women
love us. In the September 25th issue
of the New Yorker Magazine, there
is a full page advertisement for
“Gay Nightics. .. sentimental shirt
tails.” The picture shows two girls
peering into the distanee (for Bar-
bershopper hushands probably)
and the eaption reads “Munsing-
wear's new light-hearted pastels on
white . . . the lauded shirt tail now
yours for dreaming. All the rollick-
ing fun, the warm and sentimental
spirit of the Gay 90’s are knit into
cozy cotton — guaranteed not to
shrink out of fit. A tandem built
for yon!” Woo-woo!

® Paul Kane, of the Laneaster,
Ohio Chapter, who addresses his
fellow-members as “my childven,”
relates this oldie: “I've rcad so
much ahout the ill effecis of drink-
ing that I deeided to give up read-
ing.”

® The Winston-Salem Chapter re-
cently went all out to promote its
“Boots, Saddles and Barbershop”
show. Among the materials they
used were two post cards seunt to
prospective ticket buyers, Both
were printed in eolor. Also in-
eluded in the promotion was an
advertisement, three good news-
paper stories, large yellow poster
printed in brown, and a number of
hand bills. The hand bills were
especially attention-getiers and
should attract copying. Across the
top was the word WANTED; in the
middle was the picture of Jesse
James or some other equally fierce-
some desperado and the copy read
"Wanted:—An Enthusiastic Audi-
ence at Reynolds Auditorium, Sat-
urday, September 18 at 8:15 P.M,
Horse lovers and Music Lovers will
find pleasure in SPEBS vevival of
the OLD WEST ...

We understood they sold 1,500
tickels.

® The San Gabriel, California
Chapter published a fine multi-
colored program for their 9th An-
nual Parade of Quartets, Qctober
8 and 9,

® The Santa Monica, California
Chapter recently honored Mary
Brower for his service to the Far
Western Distriet and to Barber-
shopping in general. Over 150
guests attended the party. Mary was
presentéd with a pen desk set on
hehalf of the chapter by his son,
Roland. Marv has another son,
Jack, in the Pomona Valley Chap-
ter,

® Arnic Jonas, of the Lakewood,
Ohio Chapter, reports that lrv
Duisik’s youngster was learning the
ABCs at school, When teacher
asked him what comes after “S,” he

promptly replied “PEBSQSA.”

@® Jiggs Fern veports that the
Salt Lake City, Utah Chapter
signed up its 56th member—an all-
time high for that organization.
Fifty per cent of the chapter mem-
hership now belong to active or-
ganized and vegisiered quartets,
There arc seven registered qnar-
tets; three of these quartets were
entered in the Far Western Distriet
Contest held at Bakersfield, Cali-
fornia. Jiggs adds “perhaps this
will show other chapters just what
can be done in the way of quartet
promotion. Incidentally, with so
many members learning to sing
with each other, our chorus sounds
better than ever.”

® The Boston, Massachusetts
Chapter comes up with a “Har-
mony Banquet,” to be held Decem-
her 11, in Symphony Hall, Boston.
The “menu” includes appetizers
(Boston Chorus, Beantowners
Quartet) ; entrees (Pacemakers,
Helmsmen, Rhythmaires, Pitts-
burghers, Orphans) ; dessert (Af-
terglow at University Club). Seven
items in an “Information for Gour-
mets” describe the flavor qualities
of cach course. Included among
these are “FOUR ORPHANS—
Speeialité de la maison—Prime,
International blue ribhon harmony
flown direetly from the plains of
KKansas to your banguet table, 1954
International Barbershop Cham-
pions offered for the first time in
Boston.” Should he a good show.
® The Oshawa, Ontario Times-

Continued on page 41
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The music store called me lasi
week to say that the annual re-
cordings of the Barbershop
Champs had arrived. They were
worth waiting for. Ny first im-
pulse was to send a congratulatory
message nsing all the superlatives.
But a simple listener has to he
careful abont making remarks in
this city of acoustical experts where
framed diplomas and licenses from
General Electric, Magnavox, Cape-
hart and Farnsworth technicians
all frown down upen a layman to
awe him beyond words. So I went
over to my friend “Butch’s” house
where they play vecords in a
padded cell fitted np with more
dials than the dash-board of a jet
airplane.

Already they had been at work
with the new Decca dises. Ap-
proaching the subject very meekly,
I ventured to remark that 1 guessed
the records were pretty good. There
was quite a long silence—also the
usnal contemptuouns side glances,
But after a while one of the dial
dopers exploded by saying, “pretty
good! why they’re damn near per-
feet.” (Entirely beside the point it
just illustrates that, right or wrong,
a layman can’t win against the con-
ventional orthodoxies of no mat-
ter what—and ineluding mmsical
forms. Thus, no matter how pure
and true the harmony rings, poor
old Barbershop must for a tlime
continue to accept an humble, self-
efiacing place.)

But returning to the subject —
the 1954 Barbershop Medalists and
Chorns Winuers—(Dceeca Nos. DL-
5543 and DL-5545) — with a
lot more confidence after being
backed np by the experts it scems
that Deeca has done a greal service
for thosc who appreciate good
quartets and a cappella choruses
and all of ns patrons mnst show
our appreeiation. The records “lis-
ten good” to Barbershoppers. They
veach a practical standard which
makes one say 1o himself, “Now 1
can preserve those top notchers”
hest songs and enjoy them when-
ever 1 choose. Wish 1 eould recre-
ate some of the beautilul picces
sung by some of the old quartets
of only a few years ago on such a
dise as this; and so on.

It wonld take too mnch space to
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eview

adequately compliment or high-
light all of these great quartets and
chornses of 1954 even if I had the
musical authority to do so. Bui, I
was thinking that there is some-
thing between the timing of a mm-
sician and that of some great artist
which, althongh plainly perceptible
to sense, | find no words to define.
Aud likewise there are certain, en-
chanting, almost ecthereal, over-
tone combinalions which to any
good barbershopper’s ear are not
only palpably distinguishable, but
also eagerly awaited in the orderly
progression of the infinite modula-
tions of this most exacting fine art.

Then on the other hand there
is nothing more distressing or more
disappointing than the absence of
those bewitching harmonic over-
tones when they have been dis-
solved or spirited away by the dull-
cared, conventional, tempered-seale
harmony mechanieally imposed np-
on the chord sequence of the origi-
nal arrangement by the artificial
limitations of some detestable, pi-
ano keyhoard.

It seems to me that there are

times these days when the struggle
for technical control and measure-
ment causes the perfectionists to
lean too heavily upon the piano
keyboard with its off-pitch, tem-
pered scale. Let us allow, for the
keyhoard, its expedicney as a me-
chanical coordinator for a quartet
as it plots its way on paper, chord
by chord, to the completion of
some difficult and complicated ar-
rangement — recognition as
a practical tool for working ont
the arrangement, But let the oft-
i_))it(-.h, piano keyboard end therc.

on't let it become the dictator of
the harmonic sequences,

It scems to me that in the strifc
for competitive places in recitals
and recordings we observe more

A
Mrervey Christimas
ani the
THrappiest of Newr Years
fo

Barheeshoppers
LEuerylrere:
From the Hi-Lo's (we're singing

together again) of the Milwaukee,
Wisconsin Chapter.

—Web, Bill, Paul and Bill

NO, YOU KNUCKLEHEAD ----- NOT AN
ACCOMPANIMENT -----JUST THE PITCH |

~=Used by permission of Jerry Meyer, of Hean, N. Y,
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and more often the unmistakable
evidence of piano dictatorship. The
true-scale chord we awaited expec-
tantly to hear was forsaken bhe-
cause when it was atltempted on the
piano the tempered-scale disso-
nance was so offensive that some
other conventional chord that could
be played with less dissonance was
substituted.

It secmis to me that the Society
must needs warn its members lime
and time again that to relrogress
into the narrow limits of tempered-
scale, piano-keyboard harmony is
to lose the limitless freedom for
the delicate modulations possible
to key changes in the diatonie scale.
It would be as harmonically disas-
trous as the employment of pianos
in the instrumental assortment of
a symphony orcliestra to dictate the
harmony. It wonld make Barber-
shop a mere vocal companion of
Tin-pan alley.

It seems to me that the Socicty
must continually remind itself that
it is the institution which opens
and safeguards the opportunity for
that talented few who have ecars
keen cnongh to organize and sing in
the diatonic scale—the only secale
which opens up the full breadth
and absolute purity of eomplex,
harmonic consonance. There can-
not be any other definition for
“Barbershop” in the field of inusie
than that simple one:—IFonr part
vocal harmony in the true or dia-
tonic scale. Anything less specific
leaves it with no musical signifi-
cance whatever, and with no more
musical integrity than Hs quizzical
name wight imply.

And please excuse me for adding
that this customer entertains the
notion that for the next stage of
the Society’s growth its frst re-
sponsibility is to make ils own
members as well as the public more
conscious that four part, vocal har-
mony in the true or diatonic scale
rests perfectly and irrefutably npon
the physical laws which govern hax-
monic eonsonance in its entirety—
that the musical form thus founded
enjoys all of the scope for harmonic
purity and eomplexity available to
the human veice—and that that
musical form possesses the full in-
tegrity of a fine art and one of
more iutrinsic heauty than any
other musical form not likewise
founded.

It seems that the simple whys
and wherefores of ordinary high
school physics are needed to lend
lowly Barhershop the dignity it
deserves — to cxplode the stuffy
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conventionality of a good many
false, and dull tempered-seale arn-
fices — and to open the way for
the Socicty’s larger contribution to
the cultural breadith of our alert
and receptive American life,

With grateful appreciation,
Earle V. Moss

The firm which aceepted
orders for the 1954 Medalist
Quartet and Chorus Winners
Albums at the Convention in
Washington, D, C., was:

Super Enterprises
1245 Ninth St. NW
Washington, D. C.

Inquiries regarding non-
delivery or breakage of orders
should he addressed to the

above firm.

The 1954 Medalist Quartet and
Chorus Champions Albums are
available from International Head-
quarters, Sec the advertisement on
page 42 for prices and ordering
instructions,

Altention Arrangers!

Here is o new style manuseript
paper especially designed for
quartet and chorus ar ranging.
Wider spacing between adi stayes
permils neatey wording, Four 10-
stall pages on double 947x1214"
shects, heavy paper. Twenly
sheets for 81.25 postpaid, Quan.
tity priees on reduest,

Dixie Music Specialties
4211 Napallo Hoad
Jacksonville LU, Florida

WENGER RISERS

e Set up speedily
s Take down instantly
s Store compactly

New, Froo Calaleg. Write taday!

Wenger Music Equipment Co.
OWATONNA, MINNESOTA

In Perfect Harmuny

Make Your Next APPEARANCE
even MORE QUTSTANDING

. with your choice of SHANE'S popular
Tuxede Whites or Eton Jackets in colors!

One favorite selection of SPEBSQSA quar-
tets and choruses is shown—representative of
the many appropriate styles SHANE carries
in stock at all times. From this fine range of
jackets and trousers, SHANE can ship your
choice—fast! Even when coats are embroid-
ered with chapter name and insigna, there's
no undue delay.

Here's What ONE Salisfied SPEBSQSA Group Says:

We quote in part a recent letter from James
C. Webb, Sccrelary of the Baltimore Chapler
of SPEBSQSA

“First off, 1 wmh to express ont behalf of
Baltimore's Harmony Chorus, the satisfaction
and pleasure we have derived from the coats
you so handsomely tailored for us last
Oclober,

“We found the coats, which we wear with
wx pants, audience appealing and member-
ship wise also.

“Qur chorus is rapidly expanding and as a
result, now find it necessary to order addi-
Lional coals,”

The letter continues with the new order,
and witle this inlponnnt notation cancerning
that first order: "“In ease you have often
\\ondcred the coats arrived in time for onr
show' (fllc italies are ours.)

For Complete Information, Write NOW 1o

NORMAN SHANE, Sr.

Shane Uniform Company, Inc.

West Maryland at Buchanan )

Evansville 7, Ind.
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Where Did They Get That Name?

THE ELASTIC FOUR

Doyle, Thorne, Frishy and Struble {scaied)

IN early 1941, I was sitting in a Chicago, Illinois No.
1 Chapter meeting listening to what secmed to me
was the hest Tenor voice I have ever heard. I asked an
old-time barbershapper sitting next to me, “Who is
that fellow singing Tenor?” He answered, “Herman
Struble.” “Nice voice,” I said, “Yeah, but he can’t
sing barbershop,” was the answer. “That’s too had,” 1
replied but I made a mental note, “I want that Tenor
in my quartet.” You see, the quartet was just a gleam
in my eye at that time, While Herman was eool to my
suggestions, after a conple of weeks, we got to he quile
friendly and he decided that he would like to sing in
a quartet if we could get one together.

I had heen singing with a [ellow named Roy Frisby
in my living room, back porch or over at the golf club
locker room but I had never been able to get him
interested in the Society until one night he came down
to a meeting. With Herman absent, I drafted Jim
Doyle to sing Tenor with good old Hank Hedges sing-
ing Baritone. This session lasted until 3:00 A.M. and
by that time, Roy was a vabid harhershop quartet fan.
Much to his sorrow, Hank said that this particular
quartet was the only reason that he did not want to
leave the next day for Tahiti.

Jim had been chosen after Herman and I lost several
friends who did not come up to the standard of a
Baritone which we desired.

However, on the night of Oclober 6, 1941, the fonr
of uz got together in my living room and recorded
Brightly the Night. I know that is not the correet
name of the song hut those arve the words that we
thought were correct.

We entered a marathon contest that year that 1 had
started and while we had chosen no name for the
quartet, one of our [riends overheard a comment,
“Boy, do these fellows have a range.” Our [riend said,
“Their voices are elastic.” So, we called ourselves
The ELASTIC FOUR. While I generally handled the

arrangements and took advantage of our wide range
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(Herman with over three octaves, Jim and Roy with
two and a half and me with two) sometimes we got in
trouble when a cold seemecd to shrink our range, As a
matter of fact, it almost cost us the ehampionship.

However, we decided we were going after the gold
medals at the Grand Rapids Convention of June, 1942,
even Lhough it was only six months after our forma-
tion. Hardly anyone wore a costume in the prelims in
those days but Herman was so fearful that we might
not get in the finals and get to wear our bheautiful
two-toned blue sports ontfits that we decided to at
least get one wear out of them in the prelims,

We went after a high one in one of our numbers
that we did not guite reach but in our second number,
I introduced what, I think, was the first so-called hell-
type chord used in barbershop quartet singing, 1
remember Norman Rathert of St. Louis fell off of his
folding chair which collapsed and almost disrupted
us but we finally made it.

An interesting side light in this contest was that the
Society was so short of judges in those days that I, and
any of the other judges presumed to qualify as such,
judged all the contests in which we were nol singing.

However, we were rather happy to have drawn the
No, 15 spot in the finals. We had sung Peggy O’'Neil
and When the Maple Leaves IWere Falling in the pre-
lims. I now think we established another first, much
against the advice of some of my best friends, because
we sang two different numbers in the finals, Down By
the Old Mill Stream and Down South. In the latter
number, we were so brave as to nse four measures of
bell chords and, helieve you me, when they called all
of the 15 Finalists out on the stage and started to toll
ofl the fifth, the fourth, and then down to the last two
guartets, Bob Durand handed me a nickel and said,
“Frank, you are in.”” What a thrill, what a surge of
emotion that went through all of us as we heard onr
name announced as “Champions.” Then, as was the
custom in those days, we had to sing and, frankly, I
never did know what I was singing and, I am afraid,
neither did the quartet nor the audience.

Thus, started one of the nine busiest years of my
life. We sang for money, marbles or chalk and I re-
member we sang cleven days in a row and our gross
income was $10. We ended up our first year with great
financial suceess, having netted $4.05 over our ex-
penses. However, the real return to the Champion
quartet, and I am sure that it applies to all of the
medalists today, lies in the wonderful opportunity to
personally weet the vast numbers of wonderful people
that compose our Society-—members, their wives and
friends. My memories in that regard arc something
which cannot be bought.

The only regret of our guartet is that without our
Champion Baritone, we can no longer function, hut 1
would not like to close this little story without ex-
pressing the deep appreeciation that we have always
felt to our wonderful Society for the [riendships and
the fond memories they made possible.

—F. H. Thorne
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CIRCUS CITY IFOUR

THE CIRCUS CITY FOUR was organized from the
remnants of two quartets. Hank Vomacka, lead, came
from the FOUR BITS and Earl Eaden, bass, came
from the MILLIONAIRES. Fred Angers, teror was
new to barbershopping but we took him in anyway.
And then there was a beat-up bari named Leon Jones,
who completed the quartet.

How did we get onr name? In a city which is the
winter home of the Ringling Brothers and Barnum
and Bailey Circus, what else could we do? Besides,
practically everything in town is called “Circus City

.. something or other.” There is even a Cirens City
Chapter of Sweet Adelines.

As you can sec in the above photograph we use old
clothes as costumes and employ elown makenp. We
have a lot of fun.

—Henry J. Vomacka, M.D.

From top: Ulicny, Waback, DiMarzio, Dursen
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ABOUT three years ago, a member of American
Legion Post No. 15, Youngstown, Obhio (original
sponsors of our chapter) told Joseph Ulicny, a blind
resident of Youngstown, that he thought the Society
offered much to a sightless person with musical lean-
ings. Joc turned up at our next mecting, a complete
stranger. He introduced himself as a tenor and asked
if he could join. Needless to say, with the tenor situa-
tion being what it is, we welcomed him with open arms,

For two years Joe sat in the chorus, took part in
post-meeting woodshedding and attended parades and
competitions. Then, last Janunary, Joc walked in with
Peter Wabaek, lead; Al Burson, bari; and Al Di-
Marzio, bass. Pete and Al DiMarzio are completely
sightless and Al Bursen is nearly so although he re-
tains some vision.

The four had met at a meeting of the Mahoning
County Society for the Blind. There they discovered
that three of them (Ulieny, Burson and DiMarzio)
had attended a school for the blind in Columbus, Ohio
and had done some singing together there.

Casting aboul for a lead they received a quick ofler
from Pete Wahack, president of the Society. In August
of this year all fonr become members of our chapter
and registered as a quartet ealled THE THREE AND
A HALF FOUR,

The reason they selceted THE THREE AND A
HALF FOUR was that, compared with the average
height of 5" 47, bari Al Burson stands only 4’ 3.

Siuce their affiliation with our chapter, we have all
been inspired by their never-failing good nature, their
sense of humor and their willingness to do anything
for the chapter which they are eapable of doing.

—Don Bell, Secretary, Youngstown Chapter
* kK

Shortly after he took office as President of
the Southwestern District, Joe Kemendo, suf-
fered a sudden and unexpected heart seizure
on September 5th and passed away.

Many words of praise have been writlen
ahout Joe since then, Perhaps the most mean-
ingful were published in the Southwestern
Roundup:

“Joe was asked not too long ago what his
hobbies were. His answer was completely in
character. *“Well, let me see. I don’t play golf;
cards don’t mean much to me; photography
is just one of those things; and I never was
much good with my hande. Well gosh, come
to think of it, I guess yon e¢an say Barbershop-
pin’s it.”

“Though he has heen taken from onr midst,
his name, his fine integrity, his infections
langh, his eonscientionsness, his genial per-
sonality — in short, the Man Kemendo —
will long live in our memories and in our
hearts.

“For Joe Kemendo, lover of harmony and
friend to all, strong family man and solid
businessman, we can suggest no more fitting
epitaph (and we think he would like it too)
than

Joe F. Kemendo, True Barbershopper

First, Last and Ahovays
May his soul rest in peace”

Sing well, Joe.
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NEWS ABOUT QUARTETS

—whal they are doing and how they are doing

Bad weather prevented the YIKINGS from partici-
pating in the 1954 Harvest of Harmony Show spon-
sored by the Traverse City, Michigan Chapter.

The VIKINGS arrived over Vraverse Cily in a pri-
vate plane at approximately 5:00 P.M. bnt due to a
severe electrical storm and low clond ceiling they were
prevented from landing.

They flew over the eity until 5:45 P.M. and then
they returned to Grand Rapids, hived a privale car
and then drove back to Traverse City arriving at
11:15 P.M. They were in time for the Afterglow and
performed in their usnal wonderful manner,

The ONCHORDS of Saginaw filled in as the feature
Quartet on the Show and scored a hit with the
audience.

¢ T Tk

The KORD KUTTERS and the JORDANAIRES
have been most helpiul in the organization of a chapter
in Fairfield, Illinois, says Illinois Distriet President
Charley Hecking.

%, &k X

Jack Gilstrap of the STATESMEN of Sacramento,
California, Fifth Place 1954 Mecdalists, reported for
Army duty and is now stationed in Yokosuka, Japan
as a Communications Officer. Harry DuVall, the bari-
tone, is scheduled to be called to aclive duty in the
Naval Reserve sometime this Winter. Don Machado
and Al Schulz will probably do some singing but have
no definite plans as yet.

Jack says that he hopes to reorganize the quartet
after he and Harry return from Service. He says:

“I suppose the disbendment of a Society quartet always
calls for a statement of some sort about the way we feel about
our organization. All we cen say is that we're going to miss
it like mad; the singing, the [riendships made and renewed,
the traveling, the contests, the great times and the thrill of

entertaining. What other Society can match ounrs in even one
of these categories?

“Thanks again, Den (Debson) and please say hello to
any of our friends you see end by the way ring a few
chords for me the next time you're at it—will ya?"

*

Jolm Hammond of the Wichita, Kansas Chapter re-
ports this incident concerning the ORPIANS:

When the quartet flew to San Gabriel, California to
appear there on a Parade they landed at the Albu-
querque Airport. Bob Groom stepped out to face a
wildly cheering crowd. This threw him for a ten-yard
loss nntil Adlai Stevenson stepped around him [rom
behind 1o receive the ovation.

As proof of their character, the San Gabricl Chapter
dirceted a letter to International President Berney
Simner praising the Champions as one of the most
outstanding (uartets ever to appear out there. The
chapter arranged for the ORPHANS 1o tour the MGM
Studios, While they were inspeeting a barbershop
sctting on an unbusy Saturday A.M. they gave out with
a song befitting the sctting. When they concluded they
were met with lond applause [rom up high on the sur-
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rounding catwalks. The crews had congregated there
for the impromptu eoncert and liked what they heard.
This led to a recording of some of their numbers at the
studios with a bit of barbershop history included.

All in all that trip was one of the most pleasant the
hoys had made to date.

* K X

The FOUR TEENS, 1952 International Chamnps, are
scheduled to return to civilian life from Air Force duty
next January. Bari Don Lamont, however, has already
decided to envoll in college. Since announcement of
Don’s decision, Rex Reeve, bari of the former VIL-
LAGE-AIRES of the Palos Heights, Illinois Chapter
(who won a fourth place medal singing with the San
Diego SERENADERS at Kansas City in ’52 while
serving in the Marine Corps and more recently with
the FOUR TISSIMOS of the La Grange, Illinois Chap-
ter) has heen working out with the quartet, Plans are
to change the quartet name, now that all the boys are
out of their teens and sing professionally. Word has it
that a contract is already set with a recording company.

Quite naturally there are quite a few father-and-son
or family singing combhinations in the Society, A
father-and-son team is represented in the FOUR
LARKS, of the East Liverpool Chapter. Bobby Brooks,
the tenor, is the son of the lead, Bill Brooks. Another
son, Chiek, is baritone of the JOLLY BOYS, named
alternates in the Regional Prclims in the Johuny
Applesced District last May. (The International By-
Laws limit membership to “adult males.” Webster’s
Dictionary says that under the civil law the male is
considered adult after he has reached 14 ycars of age.
Under a Society ruling, interpretation of the word
“adult” is Ieft up to the chapter to decide in the light
of local meeting conditions and the wishes of the
majority of the chapter members.)

You never know what’s going to happen to quartet
personnel, For example: the PACEMAKERS, of the
Schencctady, New York Chapter, were named North-
eastern District Champions Oclober 2 and a few days
later Iearned that bass Jim Stewart was heing trans-
ferred by his employer to another city. Jack Heiden-
reieh, bass of the 1950-51 Champion MOHICANS, also
of Schencetady, is taking over Jim’s spol,

The DIXIE LINERS, of Evansville, Indiana, long a
favorite “show” quartet in the Indiana-Kentucky Dis-
rict and Semi-Finalists at the 1952 International Con-
test at Kansas City, entered this year’s Distriel Contest
mainly to show their interest in distriet affairs, They
came out on lop. But business threatens to lake tenor
Arnold MePhee und lead George Viehe away from
the quartet, Arnold was transferred to Indianapolis
several weeks ago but still sang with the quartet at
cvery opportunity.

This also means the end or at least the lemporary
breaking up of the famous FOUR CHIPS, in which
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Arnold’s sons Jerry and David sang bass and tenor,
and George’s son David sang lead.

The ONCHORDS of Saginaw, Michigan, Interna-
tional Semi-Finalists at Detroit in ’53, finished as
runners-up for the second year in a row at the Michi-
gan District Contest this I'all and have now lost lead
Earl Keith. The ONCHORDS have already served
notice that they’ll be back in there next year trying
for first place,

FFonr of the top five quartets in the Michigan Distriet
Contest this year are past champions of the Bush
Leagne Conlest sponsored each year by the Boyne
City, Michigan Chapter, home of this yem’s District
President, Loton Willson. The Bush Leagne Contest
is for qnartets who have never placed in the top three
in official Socicty competition,

The VOLUNTEERS, of Baltimore, Maryland, In-
ternational Semi-Finalists at Kansas City and Detroit
in ’52 and *53, have broken up, dne to the illness of
Dan Cuthbert, the lead.

ki s il e

The four time Medalists FOUR CHORDERS, of
Loudon, Ontario, are still appearing on shows all over
the Eastern scetion of the U. S, and Canada, although
hari Art Patterson has been sindying for his Masters’
Degree in Toronto.

Harry (Juncy) Morton and Barney Brooks, tenor
and lead respeetively of the lormer several-time
Medalist ANTLERS, are now both singing tenor in
new quartets, Harry’s SHORT CUTS and Barney’s
VAGRANTS both finished in the top five in the Dixie
District Contest this Fall,

If the Contest achicvements of the BARBER-Q)
FOUR, the La Grange (Q Snhurban) Illinois Chap-
ter, don’t keep them in the news, their personnel
changes will! Jim O’Conner, tenor of the former KEY
MEN, of the same chapter, International Finalists at
Kansas City in '52, lhas replaced Fnmett Bossing.
Enmnett has formed a new quartet, the MASQUE.
RADERS, who finished in the top five in the Illinois
District Contest this year, Other men in the quartet
ave former “0Q7” lead, Bill McKnight, fresh out of sery-
ice with the Navy in Hawaii, bass Hal Lewis, formerly

with the RENEGADIS, and Lynn Hauldren, hari.
o ik

The Illinois District is extremely proud of the way
their Past District Champs recognize their obligation
to the Disirict. A parade of Distriet Champions fol-
lowing the Snnday afternoon Finals at the Illinois Dis-
trict Contest this year saw the ’53 International
Champs, YIKINGS, on hand with bari Bob Lindley
as M. C. for the show., The VIKINGS flew down to
Chicago from an engagement in northern Michigan to
take part in this event. The CHICAGOANS “flew
low” from Kiel, Wisconsin to make their appearance
as Past Champions of the Illinois District and several
times International Finalists, The BARBER-Q I'OUR
also appearved as Past Chamnps and bass Tom Waits
sat in on the Stand-By Judging Panel. The KORD
KINGS, fresh back from Korea, were expecied to be
there withont lead Al Hobhik, who was hiospitalized in
San ['rancisco en route to the I'ar Bast and then had a
long confinement in Chicago preceding and following
a gruelling five-hour intestinal operation. However,
Al violated the doctor’s rules to put in his appcar-
anee and, althongh still very weak, sang two or three
numbers on the show. The KORD KUTTERS, retir-

ing District Champs of Pekin, Illinois, were without a
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lead, due to a strept throat infection, but picked up a
substitute lead and did a very creditable joh.

On hand just to listen to the Illinois District Contest,
the GARY HARMONAIRES, featuring “Barnacle

Bill” Hess, made a guest appearauce,
i N
The ORPHANS are going to college (Adams State

Teachers, College, that is} to demonstrate Barbershop
Harmony to music instruetors and students. In addi-
tion to their regular schedule of appearances at chap-
ter shows, the eurrent International Champs are
maintaining a busy schedule of community service
appearances. Aty

Ozzic Westley, well known arranger, formerly of
Chicago, 1s now Chorns Director of the West Paln
Beach, Florvida Chapter and singing baritone in a

quartet ealled the FLORIDAIRES,
ol Bk ok
Joe Marrese, who sang bhass with the original
GARDEN STATE QUARTET (organized about 1938)
passed away rccently at St. I'raneis Hospital, Port
Jervis, New York. Jack Briody, another member of
the quartet, recalls that there were a nmmber of per-
sonnel changes in the quartet until 1943, “From that
time on,” Jack says,““we sang together until Joe’s death.
That will be the end of the GARDEN STATE QUAR-
TET, except that we will keep the name active within
the Society.” Joe Marrese was a resident of Milford,
Pa. and a member of the Jersey City, New Jersey
Chapter, S T

The DIXELINERS, emrrent Indiana-Kentneky Dis-
trict Quartet Champs, decided several months ago to
change the personuel of the guartet by snbtracting
and adding two men. Before the change was made
however, the ¢uartet was victorions in the recent
Indiana-Kentucky District Conlest,

Acknowledging its vespousihility te the District
and the Society during the ¢guartet’s tennre as cham-
pion, the quartet will remain active with the present
personnel nntil its championship year has been com-
pleted. The guartct thervefore is available for chapter
show bookings, Continued on page 39

Jhanks to

BRITT “5ALA0NS
Pres, GreenBrrey Valley
Chapter, Wort Virginia -




Top Ten At
Buckeye

BY STAFFORD TAYLOR

SECRETARY, JOHNNY APPLESEED DISTRICT:
MEMBER. BUCKEYE CHAPTER
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A review of the lop ten activities of an outstanding chapter :
during a 1welve momh period. The Buckeye (Columbus) #
Ohio Chapter rates as oue of 1he hest of the Johnny Appleseed :
District. ’
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1. The fourth annual Buckeye Show. The chapter
used the show to three advantages:

to raise funds to stage the chapter’s “High
School Contest” and to award scholarships;
to promote barbershopping in the Columbus
area;
and to give every man in the chapter an oppor-
tunity to express himself in song and to perform
a service on behalf of the chapter and the
Society.

2. The third annual “High School Barbershop Quar-
tet Contest,” an event which grows bigger and bet-
ter each year, At this last contest there were sixteen
quartet entrants from Franklin County and Co-
Iumbus high schools. The loeal Lions Club co-
operated in this event. Attendance was cstimated
at 1,000 persons. Some $750.00 was contributed to
the Lions Club Sight-saving Program. The contest
used the Society’s international judging rules and
District officials served as judges. Scholarshi
awards to the top threc quartets totaled $500.00.
All competing quartets received awards,

3. The chapter chorus placed second in the Distriet
ehorus competition held in June, 1953 and earned
the right to represent the Distriet (along with the
Middletown Chorus) at the 1954 International
Barbershop Chorus Contest at Washington.

Thorough a series of “Pocket Revnes” the chap-
ter raised some $2,500.00 for chorus uniforms and
travel expenses to Washington. The “Pocket
Revues” were staged in the Columbus area, except
one show held in Cleveland, some 150 miles dis-
tant. Each performance earned about $250.00.

4. Several “Pocket Revues” were staged through the
year at Springfield, Delaware and other small com-
munities near Columbus for the purpose of “ex-
tending” the influence of the Society. These were
performances staged without admission fees,
purely for the purpose of bringing the fun and the
ideals of barhershopping to the general publie.

5. The fonrth annual Area Five Jamboree, This was
held as a “Sing-'n-sail” party at Buckeye Lake Club
Yaecht Club. Woodshedding was carried on in boats
sailing across this vacation lake ncar Columbus.
Close to one hundred harbershoppers from six
ehapters gathered together for this one. The get-
together resulted in the encouragement of better
inter-chapter relations. Included in the activities

Continued on page 40
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How We Train For
Chorus Competitions

THE MICHIGAN CITY CHORUS
(Second Pluce, 1954 International Chorus Contest)

Since the organization of the Chapter Chorus in
May of 1946, it has been our policy to work hard at this
business of harbershopping. The men have accepted
chorus organization as a challenge. In our eagerness
to he perfect in everything we attempt, we have de-
rived much pleasure from barbershop harmony.

The loyalty of our members in their attendance has
been an important factor in our training for com-
petition or for general public programs, and we are
consiantly active to gain experience.

With considerable patience we tear apart our songs
—overcoming vocal faults in diffieult passages, always
striving for good balance and blend, and counstantly
alerting ourselves to poor diction, plus completing
all the other phascs necessary to produce a good se-
lection, Through the years this procedure has heecome
a sct pattern for every new sclection we attempt, It
is automatically accepted by every chorus member and
forms the basis of our weekly rehearsal,

We have no tricks np our sleeve; there is nothing
remarkable about us, Throngh sheer perseverance and
a systematic approach to rchearsals, we have pleasant-
ly surprised onrselves by becoming a good teamn,

Before the International Barbershop Chorus Con-
test, we tried to correct every small inaceuracy that
we felt would mar the over-all effect. But we must have
overlooked a few as the final tally proved. We were
however, well satisfied that we had preduced to the
best of our ability, About the only thing we didn’t
do in our preparation was to learn the songs backward
and steal the judge’s pencils prior to the appearance
of the Michigan City Chorus.

We rehearsed our seleetions until we hegan to be-
lieve that both songs were on “The Hit Parade.” This
familiarity with both arrangements (thank you, Bud
Arberg) produced the good piteh and confidence so
essential in eompetition.

Our success was not entirely the result of the musie
we sang, but in a large sense was due lo our very
understanding and considerate wives, All of them
patiently voiced their cneouragements during our
many hours in rehearsal (especially doring those
“extra” evening meetings). During this period they
must have felt that their families were runners-np
to barbershopping,

We are just like every other gronp in the Society:
we lose members, gain better ones, pray constantly
for tenors and will sing at the drop of a hat, We are
happy to be part of such a wonderful organization
which allows us the opportunity to test onr training
in competition.

Finally, we feel highly honored to have been ehosen
gsecond lest, but in our humble estimation, all the
chornses that competed that hot and unforgettable
night are “first” in our hearts as we all move forward
to “Keep America Singing.”

—RUDY HART. DIRECTOR
MICHIGAN CITY (IND.) CHORUS

NEXT ISSUE: EAST YORK BARBERSHOPPERS
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DISTRICT BRIEFS
Continued From Page 11

INDIANA-KENTUCKY

“Jerry Beeler Day” was graced by the appearance of
thirteen quartcets and four ehoruses in the Indiana-
Kentueky District Contests held in Indianapolis, In-
diana, October 9.

The DIXIELINERS arc the new District Quartet
Champs, and the Michigan City, Indiana Chorus is
again Champien in that division,

The Contests were held in the afterncon, but the
placement and anncuncement of the winners were not
made until the evening show which was non-competi-
tive. The five quartets and three choruses found out
how they placed by the pesition in which they sang
on the program. This show was presented in the spirit
of a parade without the tenseness of a contest—no
need for expensive “outside” cntertainment.

The District Board Meeting and Quartet Clinie, or
critigue, were held on Sunday morning to conclude
the week-end activities.

—dAd Howard
District Secretary

SENECA LAND

Some nineteen Quartets eompeted in the 1954
Seneca Land Distriet Quartet Contest. Seven choruses
vied for the 1954-55 District Championship. Winning
the Quartet Championship was the CHORD MAS-
TERS ¢uartet from Binghamton, New York, followed
by the FLOWER CITY FOUR of Rochester’s Gene-
see Chapter, and the CLARK ANGLES of Olean,
New York. Winning the Chorus Championship was
the Gowanda, New York Chorus with the Olean and
Canandaigua, New York Choruses following in that
order.

The Judging Panel was under the chairmanship of
Joe Jones of Detroit who judged Balance and Blend,
hacked up by Hank Whitten, Arrangement; Ralph
Lougee, Voice Expression; Art Patterson, Harmony
Aecuracy; and Pat McPhillips, Stage Presence. The
panel conducted a five and a half hour Quartet Clinic
on Sunday morning with nearly all the nineteen quar-
tets partieipating,

Iivery past District President was in attendance at
the Distriet Board Meeting. The most important busi-
ness conducted was the setting np of machinery for
seleeting the District’s representative to the Interna-
tional Chorus Contest. At the Regional Preliminaries
each year the three District Medalist Choruses, plus
the past Distriet Champs compete for this honor,

—Hurold E. WWhitten

District Secretary

MICHIGAN

Winners in the Michigan Distriet Quartet Contest
held in Muskegon, Michigan were the PITCH
BLENDAIRES of Detroit, Michigan. Runuers-up
were the ONCHORDS of Saginaw, Michigan, and the
AIRE-TONICS of Muskegon. Also crowned were a
Junior and Novice Chawmpion Quartet. Therc was one
stand-by judge and the Quarter Clinic was held Sun-
day morning.
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Highlights of the District Meeting were:

1. Adoption of a committee for the composition
of a District Song;

2. Formation of six areas to produce barbershop
funetions;

3. A plan to recognize by photographs and news
stories in the Michigan Troubedour the spark
plugs of many small chapters.

One of the small chapters in the Distriet—Graliot
County—entered four quartets and a chorus.

—Loton Willson
District President

EVERGREEN

Competing with twelve other quartets, Cascade’s
entry, the SHARP FOUR, won top honors in the
Evergrecn District Quartet Contest. The SHARP
FOUR members ave high school seniors. Scecond place
winners were the FOREGONIANS. The C-FARERS
took third spot.

A Quartet Critique was atagad following the Con-
test and drew a wide audience, A Stand-by Judges’
Pancl attracted sixteen judge candidates, indicating
a substantial development in that activity, A Barber-
shop Craft Session was under the dirvection of J. H.
Leabo,

At the District Board Meeting, unanimous approval
was given a plan to help finance the expenses of quar-
tets competing in the 1955 International Barbershop
Quartet Championship at Miami Beach. Under this
plan, the District will underwrite expenses with the
understanding that Anancial responsibility is shared
by the quartet itself and the quartet’s chapter, It was
agreed that the Distriet wonld provide approximately
$1,152.00 for this expensc with chapters contribnting
to the fund on a hasis of §1.44 per capita.

Considerahle attention was given to the matter of
chorus contests and to the advisability of financing a
chorns’ expenses Lo compete in the 1955 International
Barbershop Chorus Championship at Miami Beach.
It was decided that this Miami Beach project should
not be undertaken but that a chorus will be entered
in the Contest at Minneapolis in 1956. It was estimated
that approximately $10,000.00 would be needed to
finance a chorus’ participation in the 1955 competition.

—L. H. Stone
District Secretary

ONTARIO

We just completed one of the most successful if
not the most successful Distriet Contest and Board
meeting ever held in Ontario.

The TONE SIFTERS of East York (Toronte) were
winners of the Distriet Qquartet Contest. Runners-up
were the DULCI-TONES of Oshawa and the FOUR
CANARIES of Orillia. The East York Barbershoppers
won the Chorus Championship and will represent On-
tario at Miami Beach,

Highlight of the contests was the presentation of a
trophy by the TORONTO RYTHMAIRES io the On-
tarto Distriet. The Trophy will be presented yearly
to the Ontario District Quartet Champions. Smaller
trophies will be awarded cach memher of the top
quarict.

A Quartet Clinic was staged the morning following
the show, Members of the panel were Mark Roberts,
Loton Willson, Pete DePaolis, Ralph Lougee and O. B,

Continued on page 45
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KORD KINGS

Continned From Page 15

and then were the invited guesis of General Williams,
Ninth Corps Commander and his stafl, for a roast beef
dinner, Nexl was to come one of our greatest thrills.

At 7:50 A.M. the next morning, August 9, we took
off in four *choppers” (Helicopters) for an hour and
half tour of the DMZ, General Williams sent his own
personal “chopper” pilot te lead the earavan, and
instructed the four pilots to show us everything and
anything we wished lo sce, and answer any and all
¢(questions we might have regarding our operations and
front line positions. We were very honored, for never
hefore had any one, other than army personnel, been
given a tour by “chopper” snch as this.

The “choppers” put ns down at the Rest Center
where we began our third clinic. We were thrilled to
see thirty-five men waiting for us when we came in,
and we again conducted the clinic in the same manner
as before. After luneh, the “choppers” came hack and
picked us up, and toek us to their hase of operations,
There in the hangar were assembled the officers and
men of the Headqnarters Air Command. It was some-
what like a party, for after we were through singing,
they served fruit jnice and choecolate cake, We were
brought back again to the Rest Center, where we
finished up the day’s activitics by coaching the
quartets, and taking a short swim in the lagoon.

GRAND RAPIDS BOY MAKES GOOD

The next day we completed our clinie and held the
Ninth Corps contest. There were seven uartets that
competed and it was very diffienlt to select the top
three. We would have Iiked to have had all seven
compete in the Eighth Army Finals, but as you will
note later, the HARMONAIRES, the winning quartet
in this contest, was also the winning quartet in the
Eighth Aviny Finals. It is of interest 1o note that the
tenor in this quartet was Don Lucas, former lead of
the EXTENSION CHORDS Quartet of Grand Rapids,
Michigan Distriet Champions, of 1952, This quartet
caine closer to sounding like our Society quartets than
any other quartet we heard while in Korea. As a matter
of fact, we found ourselves quile conscions of our
performance that evening, and perhaps by sheer will-
power sounded somewhat better than they did.

After the contest we invited the HARMONAIRES
over to our tent and gave them further pointers. We
also told them they had better start rehearsing right
now, for in our minds, we felt that they would be the
Eighth Army's best representatives at the Far LEast
Contest.

The next day, August 10, we were to take off at
10:00 A.M. for the Twenty-fourth Infantry Division,
but due to a very dreary and rainy day, we didn't
even leave our tents, except for eating, That evening
we went 1o the HARMONAIRES base and tanght
them My Indiane Home. We pnt it on tape for them,
and then went back to onr tent.

August 12 was a hright and sunshiny day, and our
flight to Twenty-fourth Infantry Division was made
in short order. After checking in and getting situated,
we were fortunate in being able to sce the “Kids From
Home,” an all college show, After the show, we went
to the Regimental Oflicers Club, and entertained bhoth
the service men there, and the college kids,
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WE SAW THE COMMIES PLAYING SOCCER

The next morning we began our clinic and ran up
against a problem. Because only four quartets showed
up, one of which was a spiritual group, one modern,
one harhershop, and one so new that i was impossible
to categorize it, we selected the quartet whieh wonld
hest represent the Twenty-fourth Infantry Division in
the Eighth Army Finals. This was done by the other
quartets and ourselves so that all were in agrecment
as to the quartet gelected. We then planned a varicly
type of program instcad of an acinal contest asking
each quartet to select three of their best numbers for
nsge on the show.

That afternoon we left for Camp Britton—the NCO
Training Camp of the Twenty-fourth Infantry Divi-
sion, where we sang to an andience seated on a hillside
in the hot sun. They were warm, we were warm, and
the longer we sang, the warmer the music hecame.
From there we went to the Twenty-fourth Division
Hospital, and sang in the wards for the fellows there.
After a quick shower, shave, and dinner, we left for
the Ninetecuth Infantry Regimental Theater. This
was another show with the fellows sitting outside on
the ground, and all the quartets which sang were well
received, in spite of the tough conditions nnder which
we sang.

After the show, Bob Jackson’s son took us to his
NCO Club, and there we met his Commanding Officer,
and the men of his Division. We sang for them and
they i turn brought out their little jazz combo, and
we had a lot of fun entertaining each other.

The next morning, August 14, we left via ambulance
for the Eleventh Field Artillery Battalion up on the
front lines. It took us all morning to get there, but we
did arrive in time for a niee lunch. At 1:00 P.M. we
entertained all the men in their ontside tent theater.
After the show we left to visit the Ohservation Post
on top of Hearthreak Ridge. This was another one of
those experiences which we will never forget, for
looking through the ielescope, we actually saw the
front line Commmunist positions, and even saw the
Commies playing what appeared to be a game of
soceer.

I'rom there we went to the Sixty-third Field Artil-
lery Battalion for another hour’s show hefore dinner,
and finally arrived back at onr hillet around midnight.

EIGHTH ARMY QUARTETS PERFORMED WELL

August 15 was another rainy day, but by three in
the afternoon we were able to get off the ground in
four L-19°s (the army version of a Cessna 170). We
arrived back at the Ninth Corps Rest Center where the
Eighth Aviny Finals was held. The next morning we
met with the winning quartets of all four areas, and
the next two days were spent in intensive rehearsals for
the contest which was held on August 17. Nine qnartets
competed and we were amazed to see the improvement
in all of them, There was considerable polish in their
presentation, definite enthusiasm in their singing,
original costumes, and again we were pressed to do onr
very hest. The HARMONAIRES were named Eighth
Army Champions, the I, CORPS FOUR were second,
and the FIRE TEAM FOUR were thivd. After the
show all the quartets relaxed and enjoyed a full eve-
ning of “woodshedding.”

August 18 saw us np early and saying goodbye to
the many friends we had made, and at 10:30 A.M., we
took off in a Beaver for Scoul. We checked in for the
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flight back 1o Tokyo and sang our last song with Clair.
Here we would like to stop and pay tribute 1o a
wonderful barbershopper, who so ably filled in for
us in Al's absence. We are happy 1o say that heecause
of his splendid cooperation, excellent ability, and just
being “good old Clair,” he was transferred from his
Ack Ack Baualion to the Ninth Corps Special Service
Scction and is now singing tenor with the HARMO-
NAIRES, Don Lueas, former tenor, was rotated, which
left the tenor spot for Clair te fill in,

We flew from Seoul in a C.54 Air Force Plane,
through the fringes of typhoon “Grace,” and after a
trip that was as much up and down, as forward, we
arrived back at Tachikawa Air Force Base. Jinuny
Fukuzaki met us and drove ns back 1o the Dai-Iti
Hotel, where after a shower and shave we had our
dinner, This was at 11:00 P.M., so after we finished
eating we all went to hed.

BACK INTO CIVVIES AND OFF TO WAIKIKI

The next day we went shopping, returned onr G.I.
clothes, and put on eivilian clothes for the first time
in 19 days. When we returned to the hotel we were
advised that we were to leave for the airport at 2:00
AL, so we finished packing and went to hed.

At 5:00 A.M., August 20, we left Haneda Interna-
tional Airport in a Navy Super Constellation for
home! Now we were happy again for we picked up
that day we lost on the way over and at 4:45 A}, on
Angnst 20, we landed at Hickam Field, Hawaii. After
passing through eustoms, immigration and our hrief-
ing session we were told that our flight had been
terminated there and that we probably would not leave
until sometime that night. This, of conrse, made us
very sad for there we were in the garden spot of
Hawaii, stranded for a whole day, Needless to say, we
took advantage of it. We went by cab to Fi. De Russy,
the Officers Billet on the beach of Waikiki. After
cheeking in, we spent the morning on the beach and
walked down through the Royal Hawaiian Hotel, and
saw the many famous spots so many people talk ahout.
That evening we had dinner at the Queen’s Smf,—a
very nice restaurant on the beach, with a typical
Hawaiian atmosphere. Having had no sleep in two
days, we went right back to our room and turned in
carly.

The next morning we were notified that we were on
a flight leaving at 5:00 P.M., so after another swim, we
left for Hickam Field. We finally left Hawaii at 7:30
P.M. and at 7:40 A.M. Angnst 22, we landed at Travis
Air Force Base. From there we were taken in a staff
car to the San Francisco Airport and arrived in
Chicago at 5:30 A.M. August 23. We were met by our
wonderful families who were no more happy to see
us than we were to sce them. One only has to make a
trip such as this to point oul so vividly how much your
family means to you and that their patience and under-
standing ave unsurpassed.

After counting all the appearances, we found that
we sang 47 actnal shows for over 10,000 service men,
eoached 27 quartets, formed five choruses, Judged five
conlests, all in a lotal of 19 days.

We are happy to report that Al has had a suceessful
operation and is again singing with the quartet on a
full time basis. Our only regret is that he was not able
to make the trip with us.

We want to pay tribute to Major Mills and his stafi
for their part in making onr tour a success and we
want to thank the Army for the medsls which were
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given Lo us in appreciation of the work we did. We feel
that we were bighly honored becuuse there have heen
less than 300 such medals given 1o entertainers who
have gone to Korea. Our thanks also to the Socicty
and especially Boh Hafer for handling all those details
which made our trip possible. We fcel that this ex-
perience has added greatly 1o the statnre of the KORD
KINGS, and should the occasion arise we would again
like to be considered to aid in our Armed Torees
Collaboration Program.

We can only hope that our serviccmen received as
much enjoyment as we did during onr tour, and we
sincerely appreeiate the opportunity given us 1o ex-
perience the greatest adventure of our lives! *

NEWS ABOUT QUARTETS

Continued From Page 35

Bill Malloy, lead of the BELIL BOYS, a novice
quartet from Dallas, Texas, entering their fivst contest,
asked International Board Member Joe Lewis this
question on Stage Presence, “Will we lose points if
we nse two pitch pipes?”

“Two,” exclaimed Joe, slightly puzzled,*“Why two ?”

“Well,” explained excited, worry-wart Malloy, “our
first song is in one key and the second one in anaother.
I'm going to blow the pitch on the first song and Phil
the second—we taped all the other holes shut so we
can’t possibly get started on the wrong key.”

s et

I'vom Mike Egan (via the Southwestern Roundup)
comes word that Rex Reeves of Chicago has replaced
Don Lameont, Bari in the FOUR TEENS. Don got out
last weck and is now atiending college at Eau Claire
at Wisconsin State College. He is shooting for a teach-
ing degrec. Rex is ne newecomer to Barbershop; not
by a fireman’s hat!!! He sang with the SAN DIEGO
SERENADERS in ’52 at Kansas City, while he was still
in the Marines. Sinee his discharge he’sbeen very active
in the Chicago area; singing in the FOUR-TISSIMOS
quartet with Bozz Haeger & Co., also condueting two
choruses in Chi. Rex is making the move to Belleville,
I1l., just six miles [rom Scott Field, on the first of
November. He’ll take a job there then the rehearsals
for the new foursome will atart in earnest. The boys
have managed to gel to Chicago several times, Altho
they've had very little rehearsal, they do sound great.
Dates of discharge for the three remaining quartet
members are: Steinmetz and Chinnock on Jan. 8;
Cahall on Feb. 5. There is a good possibility of the
first two getting out prior to Christmas.

Plans for the FOUR TEENS future are rather in-
definite now, bul they are staying together, there is no
doubt about that.

Mike says he hopes to make the Mid-Winter in
Louisville, but he won’t be staying witlL the boys too
long, of eourse; too many obligations and mouths
to feed,

The FOUR HEARSEMEN “carry on” with a new
lead. Due to the press of his law practice Deanc
Waitson has had 1o drop out of the quartet. Deane
said he would make time to sing all the Parade dates
through May, 1955, but the rest of the quartet wanted
to try and contest again and knew that if they could
find another lead he wonld need all the experience he
could get.
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Naturally, the quartct regretted losing Deane. “He
was such a swell fellow to work with,” says bari Dwight
Elliott for the ¢uartet, “and he did a wonderful jobh
of singing, but we feel we have ‘dug up’ a new man
who will not only fill the lead spot well but through
his enthusiasm will urge the rest of us on to better
things.”

The new lead is Cloys Webb, a young, personable,
hard-working fellow who is associated with G.M.A.C,
in Amarillo, Cloys has been singing with Wendell,
Dwight and Diek since July 25, Working with Deane,
he has learned all the Hearscmen’s extensive reper-
toire plns four new songs in less than two short months,

The firat big test came at the Mountain-Gla, an in-
terchapter affair held for the western half of the South-
western Distriet at Runidoso, New Mexico, Everyone
was wondering how Cloys was going to compare with
Deane. Naturally, he was under quite a strain before
such a critical audience, trying to fill the shoes of an
excellent lead like Deane. From the comments of the
many barbershoppers there e got the verdict: The
FOUR HEARSEMEN'S ucw lead was “good” and
some predicted he may dovelop into an even better
lead than Deane . . . if that’s possible. Everyone, in-
cluding the quartet, was prond of the fine first per-
formance Cloys gave.

Aas this is written the second place 1954 International
Medalists from Amarillo, Texas (whose slogan, inci-
dentally, is “We’ll Be The Last To Let You Down™)
are practicing between parades with their collective
cye on winning the Southwestern District Contest—
their big hope after placing 2nd in two district and
the past international contests is to finally “win” . . .

just any contest.
* K* *

Depressing news, cspecially for the championship
aspirations of the Johnny Appleseed District, comes in
the form of a notice from the LYFLE BROTHERS,
of Sharon, Pa,, 1954 Intermational Fourth Place Med-
alists. Every harbershopper however, has reason to
rejoice for the attitude and wmanner in whieh the
quartet is dishanding. This letter from Bob Lytle tells
all:

“We have decided to dishand as an actlive quartet as
soon as we have completed our cm‘remly contraeted
shows. OQur reason is personal and realistic, In addition
to the inecreased pressure of our various occupations
and other extra-currienlar activitics, we feel that we
can be of more value to the Johmy Appleseed District
if we disband and work individually in organizing and
working with quartets by giving them the henefit of
our experience in the hope that we may be able to
develop several groups of Medalist calibre who conld
ultmately bring back the ehampionship to Johuny
Appleseed.

“The decision was diffieult for us as you can well
imagine but one that conditions and common sense
dictated.

“I believe we all plan to send in our applications
to Marty Mendro in the hope that some of us may be
accepted as Judge-candidates amul, falling short of that,
will work in clinics, cte., to do our hit to help propa-
gate the Society Creed.”

The LYTLE BROTHERS have always been the best
example of good sportsmanship. Their dishandment
is being handled with their nsnal grace. We have a
feeling that their part in Society history is only
beginning,
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The HI-LO’s are back singing again. Sinee their
reorganization they have sung at the Janesville, Wis-
consin Chapter Show and the LOL Distriet Contest
at Appleton, Wisconsin. Tenor Web Luebtow (ten-
gallon hat) says, “It’s really great to be back singing
again. We're starting to relive thosc wonderful times
we had years ago. We're looking forward to a good
year and meeting barbershoppers everywhere.” The
HI-LO’s were 1947 International Medalists and since
then have not competed,*

TOP TEN AT BUCKEYE
Continned from page 36

was a non-organized quartet contest and mass
ehorns singing good cnough to send ehills down
your spine.

6. A number of performances for various state and
Federal institutions snech as the Columhus State
Hospital, Chillicothe Federal Hospital, I'ranklin
County Tuberculosis Hospital, Home for the Aged,
County Detention Home for Children and several
others, These are repeat performanees and have
become annual aftairs,

7. A number of performances for the benefit of civie
campaigns and promotions such as the Commmunnity
Chest, the United Appeal, the Park of Roscs and
several others, The chapter fcels that these activi-
ties bring the mewmbership into the heart of civie
affairs,

8. Continmation of a “hand-picked” membership
drive—now just below the seventy member mark.
The chapter is working toward a cross-section
membership which would inelude a number of
professional men, business men of all ficlds, news-
paper, radio and advertising men and average
working men. Buckeye membership has perhaps
the highest percentage of college-educated men
of any chapter in the Society,

9. A program to increase the ehapler’s six quartets
to ten and more, The chapter goal is “every chorus
member a quartet member.” -

10. The formation of a Past-President’s Clul which
operates much as the Decrepits, Active presidents
lock forward to the day when they can join this
select inner cirvele.*

The second article in this series will be titled, “The
Top Ten of Long Beach, California” to be published
in the March issue.

IMPORTANT: if you plan to move residence,
you must immediately notify your chapter seere-
tary. Yonr secretary informs International Head-
quarters of your new address so that you can
receive your quarterly copy of The Harmonizer
without delay. I'ailure of the seeretary to notify
International Headquarters of your move is a vio-
lation of the trust which the members of yonr
chapters have placed in him,
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KEYCHANGES
Continued From Page 29

Gazette reporting the Oshawa
Chapter’s Fifth Annual Barbershop
TIestival, stated:

THE FOUR CHORDERS drew
a partienlarly loud burst of ap-
plause for their musical presenta-
tion of Robert Service’s pocin, The
Sheoting of Dan McGrew. The
RHYTHMAIRES came up with
what was the smoothest rendition
of the show as they sang At The
End of « Perfect Day.

¢ THE FOUR HILL TOPPERS
of the Patterson, New Jersey Chap-
ter recently entertained patients at

Hope Dell.

® The News Record of Zelienople, .

Pa. reported that the comedy four-
some called the PUMPERNICKEL
FOUR of Warren, Ohio, had the
Zelicnople Annunal Harvest of
Harmouny “roaring at their antics,”

@ With apologies to the Ogden,
Utah Chapter Bulletin, the follow-
ing joke is offered:

A harbershopper who was out
singing half the night was jailed by
his wife on charges of gross neglect.
After a month in a cell, the jailer
came to him and said, “If T give
you your freedom, will you leave
7th  Chords and Woodshedding
alone? Barhershopper: “I sure
will.” Warden: “Yon'd better stay
in here then, you're still crazy.”

@ The Canton, Ohio Chapter pre-
sented a singing program recently
for patients at Mollie Stark
Hospital.

® The Monette, Missonri Chapter
started rehearsing their Christmas
carols in late September.

® They say there is a man in
Toledo, Ohio that has a lhumor
slightly suggestive of Q. C, Cash.
An example:

“Just vecently I heard a dyed in
the wool barbershopper say: There
are two types of people in the
world. Those who are barbershop-
pers and those who are under-
privileged. While this is somewhat
a prejudiced opinion on the gentle-
men’s part, I feel very strongly that
hie not only said what he meant,
but also meant what he said. There
is little doubt in my mind that he
will go places in this world.”

The man in question is Sccretary
Pete Glann.*
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MASTER UNITS
PUBLICATIONS

Printers of Fine Stationery

Counselors to Advertising Executives

745 S0.

EMPORIA, WICHITA, KANS.

SPECIAL BULLETIN!

POTTERY FOR BARBERSHOPPERS!
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r

These distinctive fine China
items are hand-decorated by
skilled craftsmen. All gold dec-
orations are 22K and will last
a lifetimel

Your choice of the Society's of-
ficial emblem or a "Gay Nineties
Quartet" decal in five colors is
offered on the three types of
mugs and the cigarette box.

On the two types of ushtrays
you have the choice of the
Society emblem in color or the
standing quartet in gold,
Price of the mugs include per-
sonalization of your quartet
name and your own hame as
shown above. Personalizations
are placed on the reverse side
of the shaving mugs.

M.20 20 oz. Mug........ $4.00 each

M-16 16 ox. Mug

SM-1

......... $3.25 each

Shaving Mug......,$2.00 each
AT-45 Ashiray...

veeeroes- 3150 each

SK-311 Skillet Ashtray.....$1.50 each
CB-21 Cigarete Box...... $2.25 each

20% Discount on orders of four or more. ltems shipped to same address.
Full romittance should accompany each order which will be shipped prepaid.

SEND YOUR ORDER TODAY!

W. C. BUNTING CO.
WELLSVILLIE, OHIO
“A Greal Name In Pottery”




MIAMI BEACH IS S$.R.O.

Just a reminder that the 1955 Internotional
Convemion and Contest scheduled for June
15-1% ot Miami Beoch is already a sell-oul.

Heodguarters Hotel will be the Dilido.
Registration malerials including hotel res-
ervalion applications for the eigh! “audi-
torium group'* hotels will bo muiled March
15, 1955,

The only way borbershoppers moy now
oblain registrolions is to purchase them
from persons ordering eorly who now dis-
cover they ore uncble to altend.

Borbershoppers are also urged to ploco
their nomes on the registration waiting list
located a!  Internodonal Heodquarters.
Nomes ore listed in the order they are
receivad, As registrations cre refurned they
are offered 1o the top person on the wait-
ing list.

WIST TONSILS

Jerry Beeler, Past International
President, sends along an editorial
from the Wall Street Jonrnal titled,
*The Bathtul Tenors.” The editori-
al comments on a recent scientific
observation that humidity causes a
loosening of the voecal chords which
in twrn stimulates the inclination
to sing. This, comments the Journal,
is probably the reason why the
practice of shower stall singing is
so widespread.

Mister Whydonuwedothat, our
perennial correspondent, when told
about this phenomenon, immediate-
ly sat down 1o outline a change in
conlest rules, “Replacing the acouns-
tical shell,” states Mister W with
some emphasisa, “will he a giant
shower, the dimensions of which I
will submit at a later date. Instead
of the traditional entrance, quar-
tets will be allowed to rub up a
lather behind a closed plastic cnr.
tain before commeneing with their
first song. When the vocal chords
of cach member are properly loos.
cned up for their hest twang-ability,
the quartet will rinse quickly, open
the curtain and begin.

*“1t must be understood, of course,
that only hot or warm water must
be wsed, washeloths arve optional,
and that a new phase of judging (I
would call it *wash-ability” should
be accepted, but I leave that up to
the Contest and Judging Commit-
tee).

*I must warn vou that I am real
hot on this subject and [ailing to
gain an audience with the Interna-
tional Board or the Contest and
Judging Commitiee, T will person-
ally carry this fight to the Editor of
The Harmonizer, purchasing ad-
vertising spacc if thal is possihle.”

Mister W said he wonld wrile
again soon on the mechanieal di-
mensions for a shower stall big
enough to accommodate a 75-mem-
her chorus. Right now, he said, it
was time for his eighty-cighth
shower that day.*
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Prices include postage and handling

(CLIP AND MAIL CONVEMNIENT
ORDER FORM BELOW)

For

IDENTIFICATION BADGES—celluloid, permanent................... § a.
BARBER POLES—wood, 18" high, three calars...................... 6.00 ea.
CIGARETTE CASE—emblem, gold color...........cooiiiennionn, 4.50 eo.
EMBLEM-—Scotchlite reflective, three colors. ........ .. ....c... ... 35 ea.
GUEST BOOK—For chapter or persanal wse. ... ... voiiviunnnnnn. 3.50 ea.
"KEEP AMERICA SINGING"—aulhoritative history af Sociely.......... 2.50 ea.
LAPEL EMBLEM—regular member, three color...................... 1.50 eo.
PARKER PEN AND PENCIL SETS—with emblem on clip
Tl ontdl PRRCH b, e s aq e e d ha s b R e e s el b B.75 set
BTERAR Tond B ain Gl Sl sty 5 W el F B i e i e R AT 17.50 set
'31 Custom Pen and Pencil Set. . ... ... 24.50 set
PARKER DESK SET—embiem on bose.......... ..., 7.95 ea.
PARKER DESK SET—Deluxe Model, emblem. ... ... ................ 15.00 ea,
PITCH PIPES—Kralt with emblem. ... ... ... ... ... .. oL, 3.50 eo.
Ll MBI, . . S S s o e e kS e 2.50 eo.
SONG FOLIOS—Songs for Men 1, 2,3, 4,5, §,and 7.............. 1.00 ea,
Ly L 1 e e T 1 T T T e 75 ea
SONGS FOR THE CHORUS—Book 1......0iiivin i iinnennns 1.00 ea.
KIT OF SAMPLE SONG ARRANGEMENTS—Over 250................ 15.00 ea.
LOOSE-LEAF SONGS IN BINDER—47 arrangements............o0u.. 2.25 ea.
ZIPPO LIGHTERS—with emblem............. ..o ians, 4.00 eo.
1952 MEDALIST QUARTET ALBUM—T78 rpm, unbreakable............ 5.50 eo,
1953 MEDALIST QUARTET ALBUM—Decca
A5 IRy e Bt L et vl e e A T A i vl e Y 3.00 ea.
] T B 0 0 05 0 SO0 o o O ol g e R 1 T 3.25 ea
1954 MEDALIST QUARTET ALBUM—Decca
R PRY  pim g s agse v S s D E7E (5 i T o e o e o o 3.00 ea.
Oy e P ki el [ ES i, S i Y AT e 3.25 ea.
1954 MEDALIST CHORUS ALBUM—Decca
FL IO ey S DR % s o .35 e B & b i B b s kA 3.00 eo.
L i e B 0. MO o Fre ] P e ool 3.25 eo.
BUFFALO BILLS QUARTET ALBUMS
Barbershop Gems—33-1/3 rpm. .. ..o 3.25 ea.
Barbershap Fovorites—33-1/3 pm....ovoiiiriiiennnnrnnn 3.25 ea
Borbershap Fovarifes—48 rpmi. ... oiie i v i 3.00 ea

(Other speeds of the obove Decco albums are ovoilable from local dealers)
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~ Rarbershop Craft

B TR R R

This is the first in a series of articles on what barbershopping really is, written in language we can all
understand, Admittedly it is a tough subject, but Pete De Paolis has done a« masterful job of luying
the first article out on puper,

Kuowing why it is, doesn’t always mean that you'll be able to do it, but at least when you do it yor''ll
surely Inow what yoi're doing,

Right now, why don’t you get a pencil und paper, multiply 256 (middle C) by 7 and divide it by 4 to get
448 (Bb above middle C) to prove to yourself that these pitch ratios have to be just right in order to
ring the chord.

Let me plead with all of you not to say, “That’s too tough for me!” After all, if [ were to ask you, “What's
more important in barbershop than ringing « barbershop seventh chord?” every lust one of you would

answer— ‘NOTHING.”

—Dick Svanoe, Chairman of the
Barbershop Craft Committee,

WHAT MAKES THE BARBERSHOP 7th RING?

By Paul F. DePaolis, Member, International Board

Harmony Accuracy is concerncd with the fidelity
with which a quartet ean conform to the exact rela-
tionships of piteh rvequired hetween tones of a ehord,
A Barbershop quartet, unaccompanied by fixed-toned
musical instruments, is an ideal vehicle for true har-
nmony. The flexibility of the human voice coupled with
a critical ear enables each member of a guartet to
posilion his note of a given chord to the exact pitch
that will “mesh” or “fit” with the other three notes to
produce the perfeet harmony required by a full “ring-
ing” ehord. A top-flight quartet will achieve this per-
feetion in about 90-percent of the chords it sings,

Harmony 18 produced when two or more mmsical
tones of different pitch are sounded sinmltaneously.
The effect on the car may be pleasant or nnpleasant
depending on the piteh relationship between the two
(ormore) tones that are being sounded together. Cer-
tain intervals belween tones are conchordant (pleas-
ant} ; others are dischordant (unpleasant). Naturally
the car prefers the intervals that are pleasant.

Without getting oursclves involved in physies and
the mathematical formulas required to prove the fig-
ures and relationships used, let us look at the family
of harmonies (ealled the Harmonic series) of a funda-
mental musical tone.

Suppose we choose a real-low bass note of C as a
fundamental tone, Let us assume its pitch to be 64
(vibrations or cycles per second). With this note as a
starting point, the pitch of the 2nd, 3vd, 4th, 5th ...
ete. rarmonic of the fundamental tone can be found
by MULTIPLYING by 2, 3, 4,5, . .. ete. This ecan be
shown on the musical stafl in Appendix 1.

Now if we take a close look at the notes on the staff,
reading left to vight, we begin to get a fecling of
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familiar relationships between various notes in the
series. The first two notes are an OCTAVE apart; the
second and third notes are a FIFTH, that is, an inter-
val of a fifth, apart. The third and fourth notes of the
series are relaied to cach other in terms of an interval
of the F'OURTII; and so on up the harmonic series,
Notice that the ratio of pitch hetween ANY two tones
is now in terms of the small integral numbers used to
designate the position of the harmonies in the series.
The ratios will always be in terms of small numbers
regardless of which fundamental tone ornote we start
with, A few of the more common intervals and their
piteh ratios can be picked off fromn this harmonie
series, as follows:

BETWEEN RELATIVE
INTERYAL RATIO NOTES: PITCH
Octave 1:2 Co & C, 64:128
IFifth 2:3 C & Gy 128:192
IFFonrth 3:4 G & G, 192:256
Major Third 4:5 Cs & Eo 256:320
Minor Third 5:6 E, & Gs 320:384
Major Sixth 345 G, & s 192:320
Minor Seveunth 4:7 C, & B, flat 256:448
Major Ninth 4:9 Cz & Dy 256:576
Major Tone 8:9 Cy & Dy 512:576
Minor Tone 9:10 Ds & £y 570:640
Semi-Tone 15:16 By & C; 960:1024

THE BARBERSHOP SEVENTH

The Barbershop Seventh is one of the most impor-
tant chords used in barbershop singing; in fact it
dominates abont 75%, of the harinonization used in our
arrangements. I'or this reason it miglit be worth while
to examine its harmonie structure. By rveferving to the
first figure—"“The Harmonic Series,” 1t will he seen that
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APPENDIX | HARMONICS OF C (64)
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the familiar Barbershop Seventh ehord of G (C-7th,
or 12 o’clock Scventh in the key of C, if you will), is
represented by the combination of 4th, 5th, 6th and
Tth harmonics of the tonie C, namnely C, E, G, B-flat.
The ratio of pitch between these four notes are—
4:5:6:7. All Barbershop Seventh chords listed in
Reagan’s clock system will have the same pitch rela.
tionshipa:—4:5:6:7.

The Barbershop Seventh chord is the best example
that ean he used to show an appreciable dilference
between the True and Tempered scales. Take for
example the C-Tth chord mentioned above, Assume
the root C to be the refercnce point in both scales.
Compared to the Tempered (piano) seale, the THIRD
(E), and the SEVEI\PI'H (B-Flat) will be quite flat;
the FIFTH (G) will be slightly sharp, This can be
shown in Appendix 11,

Suppose that the reference tone is now changed to
the THIRD (E). Notice the new set of adjusiments
that must be made by the other three voices in order
to maintain the correct pitch ratios required by the
chord. This can be shown in Appendix 1L

The analysis conld be carried out to include the cases
where the reference note is shifted to the FIFTH (G) ;
or to the SEVENTH (B-Flat). It wonld be evident
that the tone adjustments would be quite different
again. Try it

It is obvious that a good barbershop quartet must
be constantly adjusting its tones to get the “fit” nce-
cgsary to “ring” each chord. As mentioned ahove some
voices are required to adjust as much as 1 to almost
V4 tone, in order to properly “lock” their tones into a
solid ehord. Singers who are acenstomed to piano sup-
port, or those whose experience has heen entirely with
the Tempered piano scale, may not respond to the com-
pelling mfluence that guides the true barbershopper
to “ring” a ehord. Until thesc people feel the thrill of
ringing chords, they have not experienced the ultimate
in harmony.*

*l o e

DISTRICT BRILEI'S
Continued from page 37

Falls, The quartcts were given a wealth of advice and
criticism. Eleven of the fourtcen competing quartets

were present. —R. M. “Bob” Wilson
District Secretary

CENTRAL STATES

In spite of the far flung reaches of the Central
States District and the more or less diflicult accessi-
bility of the convention site, an excellent Central
States Distriet Contest and Convention was held Oc-
tober 1 and 2 in the FFort Kearney Hotel at Kearney,
Nebraska,

Sixteen quartets presented their renditions of bar-
hershop songs in the preliminary contest. The finals,
held in the afternoon of Saturday, October 2, pro-
duced the first, (SKYMASTERS), sccond (ROYAL-
AIRES) and third place (CROW BARS) winners
along with two runners np so as to provide five quar-
tets to sing on the evening shows.

Dne to the faet that there were no auditoriums
large cnough to seat a suitable barbershop crowd for
the Saturday night show, it was necessary to hold two
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identical shows in two auditoriums in the town. One
show was started at 7:45 and the other at 8:15, The
quartels and choruses were rushed from one audi-
torium to the other 8o as to keep both shows moving
in an efficient manner.

The ORPHANS, Distriet Chanps in 1953 and Inter-
national Champs in 1954, graced the mceting with
their attendance and their inimitable performance.
The B.M.A. GAMBOLIERS, 1953 District Champs,
were also in attendance and added their excellent per-
formance to the festivitics of the two days.

The District officers had expected to give that sec-
tion of the District a shot in the arm so 1o speak, but
we found that barbershop ¢nthusiasm and ability were
high in the Nebraska scetion. The Kearney Cﬁupter
was the perfect host and the pleasant efficient han-
dling of all events proved that much hard work and
planning had been going on for several wecks. Every-
one agreed that it was an excellent meeting from
every standpoint and all of the members present ap-
preciated the eflorts of the Kearney Chapter.

—Herb WWall
District Secretary
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STATEMENT OF THE OWNERSHIP, MANAGEMENT, AND
CIRCULATION REQUIRED BY THE ACT OF CONGRESS
OF AUGUST 24, 1912, AS AMENDED BY THE ACTS OF
MARCH 3, 1933, AND JULY 2, 1946 (Title 39, United States
Code, Section 233) Of THE HARMONIZER published Quar-
terly in March, June, September and December at Detroit,
BMichignn for October 1, 1954,

1. The names and addresses of the publisher, editor, managing
editor, and business managers are: Publisher Socicty for the
Preservation and Encourngement of Barber Shop Quaricet Singing
in America, Inc,, 20619 Fenkell Avenue, Detroit 23, Michigan.
Editor Robert H. Breunig, Ir., 20619 Fenkell Avenue, Delroit 23,
Michigan. Managing editor None. Business manager None.

2. The owner is: (If owned by a corporation, its name and
address must be stated and also immediately thereunder the
nomes and addresses of stockliolders owning or holding 1 per-
cent or more of totnl amount of stock. Il not owned by a cor-
poration, the names and addresses of the individual owners miist
be given. If owned by a partnership or other unincorporated
firm, its name and address, as well as that of each individual
member, must be given.) Society for 1he Preservotion and En-
courngement of Barber Shop Quartel Singing in America, Inc,,
20619 Fenkell Avenue, Detroit 23, Michigan.

3. The known bondholders, mortgagees, and other security
holders owning or holding 1 percent or more of total amount of
bonds, mortgages, or other securities are: (If there are none,
so state.) None.

4. Paragraphs 2 and 3 include, in cases where the stockholder
or security holder appears upon the books of the company as
trustee or in any other fidneiary relation, the name of the per-
son or corporation for whom such trustee is acting, also the
stalements in the two paragraphs show the affiant’s full knowl-
edge and beliel as 10 the circumsiances and conditions under
which stockholders and security holders who do not appear upon
the books of the company as trustees, hold stock and sceurities
in a capacity other than that of a bona fide owner.

5. The average nunmber of copies of each issue of this publica-
tion sold or distribmed, through the mails or otherwise, 1o paid
subscribers during the 12 months preceding tho date shown
above wag: (This information is required from daily, weokly,
semiweckly, and triweekly newspapers only.)

Robert H. Breunig, Jr., Editor

Sworn 10 and subscribed before me this 28th day of September,
1954.

: Elva R. Yorke
{My commission expires Aug. 5, 1955)

w ok W
If vou’re too busy to sing—youw're too busy.
3 Y E—) Y
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B A g Agn Agen Age Ago gn Agdy
CHRISTMAS MEDLEY

Arranged for Men's Yeices by
BUD ARBERG

Deck The Hall - 0ld Welsh Air
Fa la la |Ia,

3.
L P — L0\ i K |
Tenor i 73 ) :
Lead - ¥ ¥ 11;::{5:'- ﬁ I ¥ } |
W ld & la.o Deck The Halls with
P
A A D }r—q\gj*“‘ I ‘h 1
Bass I . ; 1 o
Baritone —— = 1 T 1 ]
la!
N

boughs of hol-ly Fa la la la la la Ia la Ia ’Tis the sea-son to be jol-ly

Fa la la la la la la la la Don we now our gay ap-par-rel, Fa la la la la la

Fa la la la la la 1la la la.

)]
o ] I | b F

1. See the blaz-ing yule be - fore wus Fa la la la la la la la la.

2. Strike the harp and join the c¢ho-rus Fa la la la la la la la la.
oo —n—= ! = 2 ]
S —F || - i H
~ ¥ | ]

Fol- low me in mer-ry meas-ure, Fa la la la la la la




Deck the Halls Old Welsh Air

¥
While I tell of yule-tide treas-ure, Fa la la la la la la la Ila.

wild and sweet the words re-peat of peace on earth,good will to 1men

] Py‘l : 1Y 3F
Deck The Halls
o (BErventy)
™ 3(;5'7 ‘ght) 40 41 42 8. o

) I | L I Fon el i
“ lads and lass-es Fa la la la !a la la la. Sing we joy-ous all to-geth-er,Fa la la la la la

la —__ Heed - less of the wind and weath-er Fa la la la la

NOTE: When playing this arrangement on piano for rehearsal purposes, the tenor and lead parts must be played an
octave lower. This is the range in which they nctually sound when sung.
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NEW CHAPTERS

Chartered since August 3, 1954

AURORA, COLORADO . . . Char-
tered August 3, 1954 . . . spon-
sored by Denver, Colorado . . .
23 members . . . Walter W.
Rothkopf, 1026 Wheeling St
Hoffman Heights, Denver, Colo
rado, Secretary.

ARKADELPHIA, ARKKANSAS . ..
Chartered Augunst 6, 1954 . . .
sponsored by Stuttgart, Arkansag
.+« 23 members . . . Phil Me-
Corkle, Jr., Arkadelphia, Arkan-

sas, Seerctary.

JONES COUNTY, I0WA .
Chartered September 1, 1954 .
sponsored by Cedar Raplds, Iowa

. . 28 members . Court
H;mlny, Anamosa, Iowa, Secre-
tary.

COLUMBIA, SOUTH DAKOTA

. Chartered September 1, 1954

.+ . . spousored by Kulm, North

Dakota. . .21 members . .. Rich-

ard Young, 212 North First 51,

Aberdeen, South Dakota, Secre-
tary.

SCARBOROUGH, ONTARIO . ..
Chartered September 3, 1954 ..
sponsored hy East York, Outario

.. 28 members . . . Frank Brown,
193 Brooklawn Ave., Toronto 13,
Ontario, Scerctary.

SALEM, OREGON . . . Chartered
September 8, 1954 . . . sponsored
by Cascade, Oregon . .. 28 mem-
bers ... Clifford E. Ingham, 4385
Battlecreek Rd., Salem, Oregon,
Secretary.

FAIRFIELD, ILLINOIS ... Char-
tered September 24, 1954 | . .
sponsored by Evansville, Indiana
. . 57 members ... A, C. Gale,
917 N. First St., Fairfield, Illi-

nois, Secretary.

ODESSA, TEXAS ..
October 1, 1954,

. Chartered
. sponsored by

48

Big Spring, Texas . . . 35 mem:
bers . . . Al Wolf, 509 West 25th

St., Odesaa, Texas, Secretary.

CHEYENNE, WYOMING . .
Chartered October 1, 1954 . . .
sponsored by Laramie, Wyoming
. v . 29 members . . . David C,
Lloyd, 3405 Dey Ave., Cheyenne,
Wyoming, Seeretary.

SALINAS, CALIFORNIA . . .
Chartered October 11, 1954 . . .
sponsored by San Jose, Cali-
fornia . ..20 members. .. Eugene
Haller, 216 Loma Drive, Salinas,
California, Sceretary.,

AVOCADO EMPIRE (FALL-
BROOK) CALIFORNIA . .
Chartered October 13, 1954 . .
sponsored by San Diego, Cali-
fornia ...27 members.. ., Marion
IF. Clemmens, Box 844, Fallbrook,

California, Secretary.

BUCKWHEAT (KINGWOOD)
WEST VIRGINIA . . . Chartered
October 13, 1954 . . . sponsored
by Oakland, Maryland . . . 20
menmbera . .. James R, Williams,
Kingwood, West Virginia, Secre-
larvy, |

TOLA, KANSAS . . . Chartered
October 15, 1954 . . . sponsored
by El Dorade, Kansas . . . 29
membera . . . James B, Copening,
213 Nerth Walunt St, Iola,
Kansas, Sceretary.

STOCKTON, CALIFORNIA . . .
Chartered October 18, 1954 . . .
sponsored by Sacramento, Cali-
fornia...34 members. .. Russell
C. McGee, 1470 West Walnut St.,

Stockion, California, Secrctary.

DANVILLE, VIRGINIA . . . Char-
tered October 21, 1954 .. . spon-
sored by Richmond, Virginia . ..
46 members. ., Claude J. Vaden,
439 Southampton Ave., Danville,
Virginia, Secretary,

ATLANTA PEACHTREE, (AT-
LANTA) GEORGIA . . . Char-
tered October 22, 1954 .
sponsored by Charlotte, North
Carolina .. . 67 memhers. .. [.
W. Andrew, Sl , 1272 Oxford Rd.
{Box 1228) NE, Atlanta,

Georgia, Secretary.,

CHIPPEWA FALLS, WISCON-
SIN . .. Chartered Oectober 28,
1954 . sponsored by Ian
Claire, Wisconsin . . . 25 mem-
bers. .. Larry Farnham, R.R. No.
4, Chippewa I'alls, Wisconsin,
Secretary. *

COMING/

AS REPORTED TO THE
INTERNATIONAL OFFICE BY
DISTRICT SECRETARIES
THROUGH WHOM ALL
DATES MUST BE CLEARED

(AN events are parades unless othertvise

specified. Persons planning to attend these

events should reconfirm dates with the
sponsoring chepter or district.)

December 3-4—Westfield, N. J.

4—South Cook, Il.; Bath, N. Y.; Pon-
tine, Mich.; Enid, Okla.; Dayton,
Ohio; Louisville, Ky.; Butler, Pa.;
Yakima, Wash.; Lethbridge, Alberta;
Whittier, Calif.; Scituate, Mass,

11—Boston, Mass.; Chieage No. 1, Ill;
Madison, Wisc.

January 3—Milwaukee, Wise.

15—Fort Worth, Tex.; Jackson, dich.

21-22-23—Louisyille, Ky. International
Mid-Winter Convention.

22—York, Pn.; New Castle, Pa.; Indian
Wells Valley, Calil.

24.25.26-27—Pittsburgh, Pa. Shriners’
Show.

29—Montclair, N. J.; Houston, Tex.;
Green Bay, Wisc.; Bridgeport, Conn.

31—Chillicotbe, Ohio.

Febrnory 4-5—FPhoenix, Ariz.

5—Long DBeach, Calif.; Clarkshurg, W.
Va.; Akron, Ohio; Jersey City, N. J.;
Tulsa, Okla.; Otnawa, Il

10—Palm Beneh, Fla.

11-12—Miami, I'la.

12—Fomona Valley, Calif.; Seranton, Pa.;
Kalamazoo, Mich.; Minnecapolis,
Minn.; Toledo, Ohio; Virginia, Minn.;
Cambridge, Ohio; Sparla, Wise.

13—Burlington, lowa.

19—Lakewood, Ohio; Parkersburg, W.
Va.; Dearborn, Mich.; Glendale-Bux-
bank, Calif,; Montreal, Que.; Fort
Lauderdale, Fla.; Carlsbad, N. M.;
Brookvyille, Pa.

26—Wauwatosa, Wisc.; Oakland Counmy,
Mich. Area No. 3 Novice Quarter
Contest; Greenville, Pa,; Huntington,
Park, Calif.; Bloomington, Ill.; Glov-
ersyille, N. Y.; Columbia, Mo.

27—Fort Madison, lowa.

March 4—DPenns Grove, N. J.

5—FElyria, Ohio; Lima, Ohio; Columbus,
Ohio; Oklahoma City, Okla.; To-
ronto, Omnt.; Topeka, Kan.; Lus
Cruces, N. M.

t1-12—Whiujer, Calif,

12—Southtown, I1l.; Sharon, Pa.; Roswell,
N. M.; Coos Bay, Ore.; Boston, Masa.
District Chorus Contest,

13—Dswight, T11.
18—East Liverpool, Ohia. *
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SONG ARRANGEMENTS AVAILABLE FROM THE INTERNATIONAL OFFICE

For The COMPLETE Barbershopper—a kit containing o copy

of every song listed on this puge {over 250}........ $15.00
AVAILABLE LOOSE LEAF ARRANGEMENTS
X1 After Dark. X26 God Mode o Wonderlul
X2 In the Evening by the Mother.
Moonlight, X27 Don't Send Around Tomorrow.
X3 Saifing on o Moonbeom. X28 Keep America Singing—
X4 love is like o Dream. Diekema.

X5 I'd Love fo Live in loveland.  X29 How Can I leove Thes.

X6 Silent Night. X0 The Qld Songs.
X7 Hymn for the Home Fronl, X3 Give Me the Right lo
X8 f# Come Upon the Midnight Love Yau.
Cleor. X32 Sweethear] of Sigma Nu.
X9 Conlique De Noel {O Haly  y33 jn walked on Angel.
Nighi}.

X34 Dreaming of the One in love
with You.

X35 Meloncholy Lou.

X10 Beauliful Isle of pMake Believe.
211 You Tell Me Your Dream.
X12 | Want a Date at o Quarter

Post Eight. Z-1 Lost Chord,
X13 © Come All Ye Foithful
X14 Celleen My Own

X15 Won't You Please Come Back .
ta Me. Z-4 The Man On The Flying

Tropeze.

1.2 Deep River.
2-3 Yhe Band Played On.

X16 Sing Brother Sing.

Z
X17 Keep America Singing—

o

I'll Toke You Home Agoin

Thorne. Kathleen.
X18 When fthe Man in the Moon Z:6 Silver Threads Among the
Soys Hella. Gald.
X19 Daisy—Annie Roaney Medley. Z-7 Rose of Trolee.
X20 Heney Gal. I8 Wagen Medley.
X21 SPEBSQSA, Incorporated. Z-9 Carry Me Bock to Old
X22 That Old Quorlet. Virginny.
X23 Gentle QOne. Z-10 Mossa's In De Cold Cold
X24 Jyanito, Ground.
X25 America (God Sove the Z11 Auld Lang Syne.

King). I-12 Swing Low Sweal Chariel.

10c eeoch single copy except Z-4 and Z-8 which ore 20c goch. 5¢ each
guantities of 10 or more, except Z-4 and Z.8 which ore 10c eoch.
Order all arrangements by symbol number.

OFFICIAL SPEBSQSA FOLIOS

"SONGS FOR MEN No. 1" 1948 Edition (15 Arrangements)
"SONGS FOR MEN No. 2™ 1949 Editian (18 " )
"SONGS FOR MEN No, 3" 1950 Edition (14 " )
“SONGS FOR MEN No, 4" 1951 Edition (15 " )
plus one page of “SWIPES"
two pages of "TAGS"”
one page of “"KEY MODULATIONS"
"SONGS FOR MEN No. 5" 1952 Edition (14 " )
plus two pages of "TAGS and SWIPES”
“SONGS FOR MEN No. 6" 1953 Edition (16 Arrangements)
"SONGS FOR MEN No. 7" 1954 Edition (15 Arrangemenls)
"SONGS FOR THE CHORUS™ (33 Arrangemens)
Above 8 Folios $1.00 each (or 75¢ each in lots of 10 or more)

STAAB-HILL FOLIC {8 Arrangements) $.75 each

Make Checks Payable to and Mail to

S. P. E. B. S. Q. S. A.

20619 Fenkell Avenue, Delroit 23, Michigan
(MINIMUM ORDER $1.00)

Complete set of 47 SPEBSQSA Loose Leaf Songs in Binder
$225 each ... i 10 or more—3%2.00 each

OCTAVO FORM PUBLICATIONS OF VARIOUS
MUSIC PUBLISHERS

carried in stock at Detroit {(Arranger's name in parentheses)

15c¢ each
FMP 301—Down by the Ofd Mill Stream........... ... .00 (Thorne)
FMP 302—Fm Going Over the Hills lo Virginia. .. ........... (Merrill)
FMP 303-—in the Hills of Old Kentucky, ................... (Embury)
FMP 304—Rock Me fa Steep in an Old Rocking Chair. ... .. .... (Smith)
FMP 305—Tell Me You'll Forgive Me.............c0vinn .. (Therna)
FMP 306—Tie Me fo Your Apron Slrings Agein............. (Diekema)
FMP 307—When the Mople leaves Were Folfing............ {Therne)
FMP 30B—Dreom Days. ... ... ... .. i {Webster)
FMP 309—Dreom Train. ...ttt it e e (5tully
FMP 310—Highways Are Hoppy Woys. ........ ... (Embury ond Rowe)
FMP 311—1 Gef the Blues When it Roins. .. ................ {Thorne)
FMP 312—1 Llove You the Best of AN...................... {Reagon)
FMP 313—My Best o You...... ... oo {Merrill)
FMP 31d—My Coroling Rose..... ... .0 iiiiiinnnnnn. .. {Webster)
FMP 315—Thet Naughly Wollz.......................... (Reogan)
FMP 316-—0Qid Virginia Moon. .. ... iiin ey (Smith)
FMP 317—Only o Broken String of Peorls.................. (Reagon)
FMP 318—Sing Neighbor Sing..........coviivvee e {Childers)
1V 501—You'li Never Know the Good Fellow I've Been...... {Hanson)
JV 5020 Joe. oo
JV 500-—George M. Cohan Medley................... ... {Hanson)
JV 504—MocNamare's Band., .. ... ... (Honson)
20c each
GMP 401—Wheo!'s Became of the Good Old Days. .(Ingrom and Svonoe)
GMP 402—Dreaming and Dreams of Yesterdoy.............. (Haeger)
GMP 403—When There’s No One Around Bul the Moonr. ... .. (Ingrem)
GMP 404—Collon Balin' Time in Dixieland.......... ... ... (Svanoe)
GMP 405—Gone. ... ... oo {lngram and Svanoe)
GMP 406—I'm Goin' Bock lo Maryland ........... (Ingram and Svanoe)
GMP 407—Dreom Girl. ... i i i e, {Ingram)
GMP 408—Down in the Old Barbershop................. ... {Thorne)
GMP 409—In the Heart of the Blve Ridge Mounlains......... {Ingram}
GMP 410—Hello 1o Ev'ryone. .. it iie s i (lngrom)
SB 601—Play Thot Barber Shep Chord . .. ..o vnvo ot {Spaelh)
25c each
GMP 411—Your Mother's the Best Pel of All................ (Scheler)
GMP 412—1it's a Long, Long Way lo My OId Home Town. ... ... (Reeve)
GMP 413-——You Leove a Trail of Broken Hearfs.............. {Therne)
GMP 414—Just fo Think I Beflieved in You.................. {Thorne)
GMP 415—Those Days Are Gone, But Nof Forgofien......... (Ingrom)
GMP 416—1'm Always Looking for Sunshine .............. {Irgram)
GMP 417—I Don't Wannae Wake Up When I'm Dreaming. . ... (Ingram)
GMP 41B—Linger Llonger, Lucy....... .. ... .o o i, (Ingram)
GMP 419—Chick, Chick, Chick, Chick, Chicken............. {ingram)
GMP 420—Georgia Minsirel Band.........cc0iviinnnns (Svanoe)
GMP 421—Down the Road lo Sunshine tend . .. ... ... ..., .. (Svanoe)
GMP 422—1 love fo Love You in My Dreams................ (Svanoe)
GMP 420—By the Rolling Sea, In Brilfony. ................. (Svonoe)
GMP 424—Jtust a Smile, Just o Kiss From You. ........... ({W. Hoeger)
GMP 425—IV's the Some Old Pottern of Love............(W. Haeger)
GMP 426—My Heort's Achin’, Nearly Breokin', Just to be in
Maconr, Ga.. .. i e (W. Haeger)
GMP 427—-Dixielond Jamboree. ... ... i (W, Haeger)
GMP 428—Fargive Me. ... ... ... . e (Mendre)
GMP 429—Alabam’ ... .. v e {Ingrom)
GMP 430—Dixie Sandmon. . ..o i {Svonce)
GMP 431—Ev'ry Mow And Then. ... 0 i n {Ingrom)
GMP 432—I'm Jusf Dippy About Mississippi.. ... ..oovvut, (Ingram)
WR 101—Don’t You Remember The Time.................. (Ingram)
WR 102—Geel Bul There's Class To A Girl Like Yau. .. ....... (Ingram)
WR 103—I'm Wailing In Dreamland For You.............. {Ingram)
WR 104—In The Land Where They Don't Soy Goodbye.... .. (Ingrem)
WR 105—When The Moon Plays Peek-ABoo.............. (Svanoe)}
WR 106—You Haven't Changed (A new sang by the
writer af I'd Love To Live In Loveland).......... {Hoeger)
AMC 201—Trail To Sonsef Valley. .. ... i (Spaeth)
AMC 202—Wailing For The Rober! E. tee............... ... (Spaeth)
AMC 203—Ragtime Cowboy Jae. ... ....... ... . ... ... .. {Spaeth)
AMC 204—Here Comes My Daddy Now.................... (Spaeth)

ORDER ALL ARRANGEMENTS BY SYMBOL NUMBER




Roturn undeliverod coples under Form 1579
to Box 3T, Dotrolk 23, Michigan.
HETURMN POSRTAGE GUARANTEED

LOUISWIILLLE
WELOOM IS

THIE 1955 INTERNATIONAL MID-WINTER
CONVENTION—JTANUARY 21. 22 AND 23, 1955
AND PROUDLY PRESIENTS
THE WORLD'S BEST BARBERSHOP SHOW
"THE PARADE OF CHAMPIONS”

STARRING

THE ORPHANS, OF WICHITA., KANSAS
PRESENT INTERNATIONAL BARBERSHOP QUARTET CHAMPIONS

THE MID-STATES FOUR, oF cHICAGO, ILLINOIS
1949 INTERNATIONAL BARBERSHOP QUARTET CHAMPIONS

THE BUFFALDO BILLS, oF BUFFALO. NEW YORK
1950 INTERNATIONAL BARBERSHOP QUARTET CHAMPIONS

THE BARBER-Q FOUR, oF LA GRANGE, ILLINOIS
1954 INTERNATIONAL BARBERSHOP QUARTET FINALISTS

DIXIE LINERS, oF EVANSVILLE, INDIANA
PRESENT BARBERSHOP QUARTET CHAMPIONS OF THE INDIANA-
KENTUCKY DISTRICT

THE CLEF CHEFS, oF ELKHART. INDIANA
1953-54 BARBERSHOP QUARTET CHAMPIONS OF THE INDIANA-KENTUCKY
DISTRICT AND 1954 INTERNATIONAL SEMI-FINALISTS

THE LOUISVILLE CHORUS, OF THE LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY CHAPTER
KEN SCHNEIDER, DIRECTOR.

HOTEL RESERVATIONS REGISTRATION

LOUISVILLE'S HOTEL SEELBACH WILL
BE HEADQUARTERS FOR THE MID-
WINTER CONVENTION,

FOR HOTEL RESERVATIONS WRITE TO:

HOTEL RESERVATIONS
SPEBSQSA, INC.

20619 FENKELL AVE.
DETROIT 23, MICHIGAN

INCLUDED IN THE SCHEDULE OF
EVENTS ARE TRAINING SESSIONS AND
PROMISES OF UNLIMITED WOODSHED-
DING.

ADVANCE RESERVATIONS FOR ALL
EVENTS WILL BE LIMITED TO 900 PER-
SONS. PLEASE ACT PROMPTLY. RESER-
VATION FEE 15 $8.00 PER PERSON ANO
INCLUDES THE PRESHOW DINNER, THE
PARADE OF CHAMPIONS AND THE
AFTER GLO. SEND CHECK OR MONEY
ORDER TO:

FRANK MARX, SECRETARY

LOUISVILLE, KY. CHAPTER
SPEBSQSA

APARTMENT 19

{910 S. THIRD STREET

LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY

DON'T MISS THIS GREATEST SHOW OF THE WINTER SEASON.
START YOUR BARBERSHOPPING YEAR OFF WITH A BANG!
MAKE PLANS TODAY FOR A WONDERFUL TIME IN JANUARY.

Mevry Christmag And A Happy Netw Pear!



