
®



SOON TO BE RELEASED .
A rollicking rivalry of song .

••

BARBERSHOP BATTLE
THE BUFFALO BILLS and THE CONFEDERATES

I Want A Girt (Just like ttle girl that married dear old Dad) •. A Drum. Hard Hearted
Hannah (The Vamp or Sayannah) • The Birth Of The Blues. When Uncle Joe Plays A Rag
On His Old Banjo • Alellander's RagUrne Band • Dardanella • Save Your Conlederale
Money, Boys (The South will rise again) • Summertime. Mobile. Now I Can Cry Since
You've Gone' Mandy lee • South Rampart Street Parade ,OL 8485

. - .
I HIGH FIOIl:LITY I

. DL 8280 • EO 2348 • ED 2349

1956 International BARBERSHOP CHORUS WINNERS
Champions: AMBASSADORS OF HARMONY (Michigan City, Indiana)

Other Choruses Include: CASCADE CHORUS. EAST YORK BARBER.SHOPPERS • PEKIN, ILUNOIS CHORUS' DORDER
CHDRDER$ • I'm Sitting On Top Of The World. Tiger Rag. Me And My Gal. and others DL 8373

Also available on 3 EKtended Play albums: ED 2438 • ED 2439 • ED 2440

BARBERSHOP WINNERS: 1956 MEDALISTS
Official S. P. E. B. S. Q. $. A. Recordings

Champions: CONFEDERATES. Other Choruns Include: PLAY·TONICS • LADS OF ENCHANTMENT. FOUR·
PITCHIKERS • EASTERNAIRES • Ramona. Rock·A·Bye Your Baby With A DiKie Melody. Danny Boy' and others DL 8372

Also available on 3 EKtended Play albums: ED 2435 • ED 2436 • ED 2437

BARBERSHOP "CHAMPS" • THE BUFFALO BILlS-lntNnational Champions of S. P. E. B. S. Q. S. A.-When Irish Eyes
Ate Smlllng • I'm AlwlIlys Chasing RlIllnbows • The Trail Of lonnome Pine' and others... .DL 8340

BARBERSHOP BALL. THE SCHMITT BROTHERS
1951 International Champions S. P. E. B. S. Q. S. A .

SWEET ADELINES • GIRLS' BARBERSHOP QUARTETS
Official Recordings. 1955 Medalist Winners...

BARBERSHOP QUARTET WINNERS
1955 Medllliists • Official S. P. E. B. S. Q. S. A. Recordings

1955 Int.rnatfonal BARBERSHOP CHORUS WINNERS

. DL 8234 • ED 2325 • ED 2326 • EO 2327

...............OL 8177 • ED 2294 • ED 2295 • ED 2296

DL 8175 • ED 2288 • EO 2289 • EO 2290

HEAR THE "CHAMPS" ON RECORDS

lOS ANGELllg
MELODY L\IJE
~-

As in the past, the winners and runners up of the 1957 International Contests in los Angeles will be

heard-in all their wonderful harmony-on more outstanding Decca Barbershop albums-available

this Fall at your local record dealers.

Printed in U. S. A.
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THE "PITCH" ON KENOSHA

II would be hard to find a Sociely member who has not
heard something or other about lhe Kenosha headquarters.
Naturally, most of lhe grapevine news is hearsay. Eight years
of search came to a head unexpectedly, demanding quick
acliou by a relatively few individuals.

These individuals are dedicated to what is best for all in
lhe Society. They are widespread geographically, and they
have come up through the'Society's various stages.

In years to come, we will increasingly realize the special
debt to these persons who worked tirelessly to bring the
Kenosha property inlo the Society's possession.

In this issue is the what, where, who and how-the factual
Kenosha story.

TilE HARMONIZER is Ihr offici" publilJlion 01 Ihe Socirly for Iht P,urrution Jnd Encour·
Jlrmrnl of BJrbrr Shop QUlltt Sinlinl in Amrriu. Inl. It if publishrd quutrrly in hhr<h,
Junr, Srptrmbrr ~nd Otcrmbu Jt InlrrnJtionJI HudquHltrs. 20619 Ftnkrll An.. Duroil 23.
Mi<hig,n. Jnd rnurrd JS srrond·cbu mJllrr JI thr POll offiu JI Ortroil. Mi<hil'n, undu lhe
Act of t.b,ch 3. 1879. Editori" Jnd Advtrlilinl offiCe! Hr Jt Inurut;onJI Hudquuun.
Notin of <h,nllr of "dd,us should bt lubmilttd to Ihr rditorid offi<f1 of THE HARMONIZER
Jl lUll thirly d~YI brfOIC lhr nut publiulion dJlc. SublCriplion pritr is $2.00 yurly ~nd

$.50 "n ;lIur.



UhiJ iJ it
and here'J how it happened

ByJ. D. "JERRY" BEELER, Pastlll!'l. Pres. alld Cllairmall Headquarters Project Commillee

A Dream DevelolJS

When then Int'1. Pres. King Cole instigated the "Home"
idea eight years ago, he was almost alone in his belief that
we had progressed to the point where we could seriously
consider such a project. However) he created an "itch," and
then he kept plugging away until it was felt that he was,
perhaps, hilling too hard, and should be slowed down for
crystallization of thinking. His work was allowed to sink in
-he had raised a considerable amount of money, (over
$20,000) on a "dream," and he had sown a seed that was
beyond the sprouting stage.

Carrying on in his quiet yet forceful way, he had put out
questionnaires, talked with hundreds of us) and with the
help of his commillee members, called for a show down at
Denver) in January '56.

At Deliver

Ever will in' President Art Merrill thought, also, that it
was time for action. So the Agenda called for invitations
from all localities interested in having our permanent home.
Invitations from nine locations were received and their
representatives made their pitch.

The Board voted, 9 to 4, that,the home should be in the
Chicago area (which was not defined). There was involved,
an old school house in LaGrange, III., which we abandoned
after costs and other controlling factors were explored. We
wcre back, again, with Honly a dream." Everybody likes to
think about dreams (so long as they are good) but nobody
will buy dreams.

At Minneapolis

The good King felt that he had served his time; that
someone else should take over. At the Minneapolis Con
vention, in June of '56, he resigned frol11 the Chairmanship
of the Headquarters Project Committee, but agreed to con
tinue his full support to anyone who would take over.

Our beloved Founder, Owen C. Cash, always called him
self "The World's Greatest Baritone." Someone had to be
come "The Society's Greatest Opportunist." By talking too
much, (mostly about the possibilities offered by Jean
Boardman's Harmony Haven idea), I
found myself appointed to put my action
where my mouth was. The alert Presi
dent Davis, made me put up or shut up
-1 was appointed to succeed King
Cole!

At Minneapolis, I got together a
group of old timers to discuss the mat
ter-Art Merrill, King Cole, Johnny
Means, t\1aurice Reagan, Deac Martin
and Frank Thorne. Confronted with
the fact that we had a problem to meet
in Detroit-the requirement for more
space than was available on Fenkell
Avenue, (where the lease expired De
ccmber 31, '56) and the ramifications
involved in finding other space we
could afford, the Board authorized Bob
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Hafer to execute a "temporary" lease on new space-the
word "temporary" not being defined. Some property on
Wyoming Avenue in Detroit seemed to be the best available,
but complications arose on that and finally the Board author
ized Bob to consider a fivc year lease. The Headquarters
Project Committee could have five years to come up with
an answcr.

President Davis appointed all of the men [ recommended
on a new Headquarters Project Committee, which I broke
down into sub-committees. We started on the theory that we
should start all over, to [eel the membership's pulse, revise,
if necessary the Home's location, etc., and we were well
under way wllell tile Kenoslla deal came 10 ligllt.

Is This The Place?

The Chicago group, composed of Jim Martin, R. George
Adams, Bob Hockenbrough, Chuck Snyder, Charley Ward,
and others, who had originally suggested the LaGrange deal,
had continued their efforts to come up with a plan for the
Home. (Location finally defined as "within 50-60 miles of
Chicago's loop). It was Past Int'l Board Member, Jim
Martin, chief proponent, and object o[ much opposition in
the LaGrange proposition, who discovered the Alford
Estate in Kenosha, Wis.-so enticing as to call for an im
mediate look-see.

Int'l Sec. Bob Hafer sent Associate Sec. Ken Booth, over
for his appraisal. Ken was so smitten that Bob called me
and suggested that we take a look, which we did on Janaury
5th, in company with the above named Chicago men, plus
King Cole and Int'I Board Member, Cal Browy.

I went to Kenosha with my tongue in my cheek, as I was
partial to Boardman's Harmony Haven idea. But when I
saw what we could get for the money involved, I com
pletely reversed my thinking and felt certain that this was it.
The group making this inspection was unanimous in its
approval of our plan to submit it to the Board at the Mid
Winter Convention at Pittsburgh-then less than two weeks
away. There was the possibility that we could save a move
at Detroit, and instead of paying out for rent over five years

-which would be gone forever-we
might be able to reach our goal almost
at once. There[ore, plans to obtain a
lease in Detroit wcrc dropped and ar
rangements were made to stay in the
Fenkell location on a month to month
basis.

We frantically started preparations
[or presenting the Kenosha matter at
Pittsburgh. Many things had to be done,
the principal one being the re-zoning
of the property, located in a Class A
residential area. OUf everlasting thanks
must go to the Kenosha Chapter's
President Gilmore (Red) White, who
started the wheels and kept them roil
ing. He was given [ull support by the
other members of his chapter, particu-
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lady by Judge Edward J. Ruetz, President of the Kenosha
National Bank, who will hold our mortgage. Special zoning
meetings were held, all civic organizations, the Mayor of
Kenosha and the Governor of Wisconsin, sent letters inviting
liS to come. Kenosha's enthusiastic desire to have us was
established beyond peradventure. Other chapters in the Laud
O'Lakes District announced their enthusiastic support of
Kenosha's interest.

Action at Pillsburgh

King Cole came up at Pittsburgh with a set of pictures
for display to the Board and House of Delegates-and did
he do a job! The pictures will always remain an eloquent
reminder of his further contribution. He also prevailed upon
the owner to lend us the $50,000.00 set of plans of the
property, which also were on display. He also wrotc a "sales
piece" which was revised to become a supplemental report
of my committee. King made it possible for your Chairman
to seal the deal at Pittsburgh.

All of this had arisen and been done so quickly that there
was no opportunity for publicity prior to Pittsburgh. More
over, the whole thing could have fallen with a dull thud-and
would not even have been mentionable at Pittsburgh-if the
zoning authorities in Kenosha had not acted. Word was
received on Thursday-January 24th, while our meeting
was in session, that the zoning board had passed a special
resolution to take care of us.

A special luncheon meeting was held at noon on Thursday
with President Davis, Vice President (and chairman of the
Finance Committee) John Salin, Immediate Past President,
Art Merrill, Bob Hafer and me. I sought approval to present
the proposition in a manner that could get a yes or no
answer. The matter oE Society finances was the nut that had
to be cracked. John Salin and "Scotty" Davis had to be con
vinced, very rightfully so. It was here that the "Expansion

Fund" idea was born. It was agreed that we should not
jeopardize our financial situation or touch our "reserves."

Art Merrill went along with me. We agreed to raise a
minimum of $130,000 over and above the $22,629 already
in the Building Fund, such new money to be raised with the
understanding that it can be used for any purpose beneficial
to the Society, but mllst guarantee to the members, the
acquisition oE the Kenosha property, properly furnished and
in full operation. We were authorized to proceed on that
basis.

That night, at a meeting of all members of my committee
who were in Pittsburgh, plus all of the Officers and Directors
that we could corral, we worked from 7:30 to II: 15 P.M.
to final agreement on what we should present to the Board
the following afternoon.

When the matter was presented Friday afternoon, King
Cole displayed his pictures and Art Merrill outlined his em
bryonic plans for fund raising. The discussion was, as it
should be, pro and con, but a resolution (see March HAR
MONIZER) was unanimously adopted.

That was it! We had the authority to proceed provided
suitable financial, legal, and all other necessary arrangements
could be made. To go into the ramifications of what it took to
meet the requirements imposed by the resolution would be
like trying to collect water that has gone over the dam-they
are too involved and voluminous to toss into this report which
already has gone into much detail, so all will know the facts.

I pay tribute, again, to all of the magnificent support forth
coming from our members; refer you to the other articles
in this issue which give you the complete details which you
should have, and tell you that perhaps the greatest triumph
of my barbershop activities will occur when I assume the
right to burn the Headquarters mortgage on the Chicago
Opera House stage during our Annual Convention in 1959.

KENOSHA HONIE WILL BE A
TREASURE HOUSE OF NIUSICAL AMERICANA

By C. T. "DEAC" MARTIN
FOt/llder, Cleveland, Ohio ChI/filer

The development of our House of Harmony at Kenosha
into an international museum displaying all sorts of treasures
related to barbershop harmony and popular music will take
time. After we catch our breath we can proceed on a plan to
be arrived at thoughtfully.

But in the meantime, here are a few ideas that have been
tossed into the hopper from many sources. They and more
that are bound to accrue will receive careful consideration at
the right time, after the move and shakedown period.

Various suggestions have been made about honoring the
founders of the Society. It is almost certain that an O. C. Cash
memorial room will be part of future plans. A HRupert Hall"
has been suggested for the co-founder and first president, in
which many historical objects and items of early Society lore
can be displayed. We can't really know where we are today
unless we know where we've been.

Betty Ann (Cash) Oathout has offered a tape recording
taken by her husband from old recordings made by Founder
Cash and his Okic Foul'. It is possible that eventually we may
have a push-button tape set-up by which visitors can hear
the Founder while getting a taste of barbershop as sung by
four natural harmonizers in the early days. It is also p,ossible
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that Betty Ann's mother will donate some of the early Society
material which Gwen collected.

Many have expressed the desire for an old time barber
shop in which foursomes may do their stuff in the atmos
phere that gave the Society its name. I would willingly take
over the supervision of such a roOl11, to conform in general
with the barber shops in which I was bari-ing around 1906
1910.

Of course the Old Songs Library must have space of its
own. 1t is now the second largest collection of popular l11usic
of pre-World-War-One vintage in existence. We should have
a music room with a piano for running through old numbers
(and settling arguments among old timers as to which note
belongs here-or there).

Somewhere there must be space where quartets with the
urge can give out without disturbing the busy officers-or
our fine neighbors. Incidentally, that last is going to be some
thing to guard against on that lakeshore spot.

A photo gallery is a must of course. And a room in which
the largest collection of barbershop recordings in the world
will be available when Junior wants to know what the Barnics
or the Flatfoot Four sang when the Society was new.
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SUNNY CALIFORNIA INVITES YOU TO
By REEDIE lVlUGHT

General Chairman. 1957 International Convention

BOHIFS
•

Snow capped mountains and sun ripened orange groves make a startling contrast
in the beautiful San Gabriel Volley.

Surlboarding 01 Waikiki-fun in tho sun-Barbershopping Hawaiian style. by
moonlight.

will also come true. Not only will it be
a dream come true [or those of us in the
Far Western District, it will be a dream
corne true for all of our brothers in har
mony throughout the United States and
Canada who pack their knapsack, saddle
old paint and head west for the greatest
most stupendous and spectacular con
vention and contest their lullaby lovin'
hearts ever beat a tune to.

The whole Far Western District
yes, the whole western part of the coun
try is a beehive of activity, preparing to
spread before you the many, many
wonderful sights of this fabulous land
of Oh's and Ah's. I tell you there are so
many unforgettable events in store for
you, that it is next to impossible to list
them. M-I1lJl1~Jllm-ml11 you have heard

.that our streets are paved with gold, you
read and hear stories about glamourous
Hollywood-how you can stand at the
top of the Sierra Madre Mountains and
gently blow a kiss that will come to rest

in the romantic waters of the blue Pacific-where the sun
whispers its last goodby over beautiful Santa Monica bay
while the zephyrs tenderly caress the dancing beams of the
June moon.

W ELL pardoer, it's all true, but mere words cannot
describe this truly enchanted land-you'll just have to see it.
Surely you have a mother, father, sister, brother, aunt, uncle,

. cousin, niece or nephew that you are just dying to visit out
here. Soooo, have that oil checked in the old buggy, grab the
wife's make-up kit, stick your pitch pipe in your pocket, and
follow the setting sun for the biggest thrill of your lifetime
with us at Hohifs.

(See page 9 for "Facts About Travel to Los Angeles")

While scanning the pages of the March issue of The Hal'
/IIonizel' to see how many plugs Hohifs was gelling [ noticed
the title on page 18 0111' Dl'ea/ll CO/lle True. Immediately I
thonght, "Well, the boys in Detroit are doing alright by us."
My eyes dropped to the picture on that page and I mumbled
to myself, "A side view of the Shrine Auditorium, no doubt."
However, having been over, under, around and on top of
the Los Angeles Shrine Auditorium, I failed to see anything
in the picture that looked familiar, sooo dropping my blood
shot eyes to the fine print, I began to learn something about
our new dream home in Kenosha, Wisconsin.

You know-for just about a minute
I forgot all about Hohifs and went
dreaming off into time, thinking of what
this home means to our Society, of all
the work and effort that has been put
toward the day when such an announce-
ment could be madc-Mmmmmmm
by golly I got carried away. Then I got
to thinking that-gee whiz, 1957 is truly
a dream year for all of us-our new
"HOME" and Bohi!s, too-all in the
same year and believe me, my buddies,
these are the greatest things that's hap
pened since night baseball. I'm for it
just like blondes, brunelles, red heads
and pickled pigs feet. (And butch hair
cuts. )

Now back to the other dream, and
Boy Oh Boy! how time flies-seems like
only yesterday that we were doing every
thing in our power to persuade the In
ternational Board to bring the June
convention to the City of Angels. We
still have to pinch ourselves to realize
that in just a few short weeks this dream

4 Tlln HARMONIZER-JUNE, 1957
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Stop off in Reno on your way to the Con
vention (or on the way home) and enjoy
this amazing" all·expense" tour for most
of 3 days. All meals, rooms, cocktails,
etc., for 2· people at $32.50 (per couple,
not price per each l. Well recommended.
Absolutely deluxe!

Ask your ticket agent, travel agent, or phone
Reno Elgin 5-8316 or write P. O. Box 2449 for literalure,
details, reservations.

HAROLDS

•
\......$3.250.....\
· .· .
1 pER COUPL.E 1· .
: Yes! Only 32.50 pays for :
: two people for ~he best :
: artofthree glOriOUS days :
: P fabUlous Reno! Other t
: ;rices for singles .or fi~~ :
: three in party. Price :
: ludes all deluxe meals, :
: C ms and many extras. :
• roo, . Ts even .
: No catch to It. .. I d I :
: better than it soun s. :. .
~ ~ .

LODGE, INC,
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Backed by the Best of References-Even Better Than it Seems!
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uke
Way

OVER the center spread cut of
the beautiful and spacious

Alford mansion shown in the
March Harmonizer is the ques
tiOll, "Our Dream Come True?"
I feel compelled to answer by
saying, "Yes, and we're home
free," since our new home, worth
nearly a half million, is ours for a
paltry seventy-five grand! After
nineteen years of growing, and
O.H. 'King' Cole's eight years of "
plugging for this headquarters for
our staff, our goal has been reached!

A great deal of hard work and planning have bronght
about this happy ending to the pipe dreams of so many of
our beloved Society's leaders and statesmen. You, your quar
tet, your chorus, your chapter, and your District can help.
Full details may be found elsewhere in this issue, but please
start now. The benefits to you are limitless, as I see it.

As a member of the Confederates, I have traveled to all
parts of our great country, and have met barbershoppers
everywhere. They are all bound together by a love of good,
four-part harmony, and will sacrifice a great deal to preserve
'their art.' The shows they produce, the sets, the array of
talent, and above all, the hard-working and gifted local
chapter members who give their all, would cost a small for
tune if produced purely for profit, 'on the outside.' Our new
home at Kenosha) Wisconsin, is very surely to become a part
of this labor of love. Barbershoppers can see their constant
striving for permanence fulfilled. The recordings of all of our
former great quartets will be there, and plenty of pictures,
too! Our picture will be there, because the Confederates are
all sentimental (we even cry at basketball games) enough
to want it there, and to act promptly. In addition to the
knowledge that our headquarters staff will be comfortably
and adequately housed, it means a great deal to me to know
that a memorial to O. C. Cash is slated for the spacious living
room on the first Ooor.

The new llExpansion FundI} is slanted toward paying for
the new home, and equally important, to provide field men,
well trained in our lore, to assist with chartering new chapters,
coaching quartets and choruses, and in general help with
chapter and district problems where the help has always been
sorely needed, in the field. In short, fellows, we have 'come
of age,' and can and will provide the very home, the training,
the help, all of us have cried for, for so long. The road from
here on is still up, but instead of a stone-covered rut-filled
dirt road, we now have black-top to travel on. With your
help, we can get out of the old Maxwell and ascend the hills
of the future in one of the fine automobiles we all are driving
today. Get on the bandwagon, men, 'cause we're getting set
to leave right away, and we're gonna' sing the Old Songs all
the way to the topl!

By WALLY SINGLETON
(Bass of lilt'!. Champs, The COl/federate.1
al/d /mm. Past Dixie District President)
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We rSee J-t
I ALWAYS thought that ringing

barbershop chords was the
only thing that could send those
tingles running up 'and down my
spine. Then came Pittsburgh! If
only every barbershopper in the
Socicty could have been in that
room when Jerry Beeler presented
his wonderful brief on the Ke
nosha Project, immediately fol
lowed by Art Merrill's dramatic
"charge" that started the ball roil
ing with on-the-spot pledges, the
objective would have been oversubscribed many times,
believe me.

The discussions couldn't help but take me back to 1946,
when I was personally involved in a remarkably similar
situation. The market research firm for which I work (or
should I say "barbershop"?) had expanded to such an
extent that office space down town was hopelessly in
adequate. Something had to be done. The decision has never
been regretted. A twenty-eight ropm home was purchased.
There was a great deal of work involved but it was possible
to commence operations immediately.

Over a period of years, many renovations and changes
have taken place, but great care has been exerted to pre
serve the beautiful woodwork and other items of craftman
ship evident throughout the building. When members of our
coast-to-coast field staff visit Toronto, it's a real pleasure
to show off our "home." Comments are invariably the same:
"Wouldn't it be wonderful to work under these conditions?"
... "You must certainly be proud of the set-up here!"

Advantages of converting a large home to office space are
too numerous to list. Limitless storage space throughout the
building, numerous washroom facilities, shady lawns and
noise-free atmosphere mean a great deal to us. A poll of our
staff would probably turn up many more advantages, but
perhaps the biggest benefit is the long terlll financial saving.
Office space in Toronto is at a premium, but such large homes
can often be purchased for a fraction of the original building
cost or replacement value. Renovations can be made all at
once or spread over a period of years, depending on the
buyer's financial position or business requirements.

No wonder I'm convinced that the move to Kenosha is
certain to prove successful. Now that we have something of
our vcry own, let's take pride in our new Headquarters and
get behind the drive. When I think of the sacrifices of time,
effort and money that a few men have made in order to see
0111' dream come true, isn't our financial assistance the least
we can offer?

By GEORGE SHIELDS

President, Ontario District
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I MAGINE spcnding two glori
ous weeks at Harmony Haven,

our Society's new Headquarters
at Kenosha, Wisconsin, partici
pating in a Summer School for
Chorus Directors! At this school.
the students would all be active or
prospective Chorus Directors.
Classes would cover such sub
jects as directing techniques, mu
sic fundamentals, the judging
categories and many others-all
the skills needed by a successful
chorus director.

Classes would be intensely practical. Such problems as
teaching a chorus a new song would be covered. The quartet
promotion function of the good chorus director would be
shown. A complete program of the best barbershop songs
would be studied, rehearsed, perfected and finally performed
in a public concert at the end of the school session at which
the top quartets developed from within a "workshop" chorus
and selected by a contest, would also appear.

Call it a dream, if you like, but certainly it is one which
has every possibility of being realized sooner than you think.
This summer school for chorus directors can, and will mate
rialize, provided you, the membership at large, want it. It's
just that simple.

It is my privilege to act as Co-ordinator of Task Force
'IE" consisting of three of our Society's outstanding Chorus
directors: Rudy Hart, Bud Leabo and Lew Sims. We have
been studying how to provide our Society with a continuing
supply of capable chorus directors. We have come to the
conclusion that it is essential that an overall Society-wide
training program for chorus directors be established. The
Summer School is but one part. Many other proposals under
study al..4 have one thing in common-a need for increased
services from our fnternational Headquarters staff.

By contributing to the Society's Expansion Fund you will
be doing two very important things. First, you will help assure
the permanent possession by the Society of our beautiful
l\Harmony Haven." Second, you will help provide for the
full utilization of all the wonderful facilities now available to
us, by making it possible for the Headqnarlers Staff to expand
to the utmost, its services to you.

You owe it to yourself to do all you can to give everyone
an opportunity to participate with us in our most enjoyable
hobby. YOtll' dollars may thus well open up a new era for
our beloved Society.

p"/

·W1TH the knowledge that suc-
cessful operatiou of a Society

Chapter rests, to a large degree,
on the efficiency of its officers, it
becomes increasingly evident that
the assignment given to Task
Force "C" by President Rowlaud
is truly an important and respon
sible one. That assignment, brief
ly, was to outliue a program of
leadership training, establish a
curriculum and organize a specific
prograni of operation.

Those members of the Task Force who were able to
attend the Mid-Winter Convention spent cousiderable time
there reaching a meeting of minds (and experience) as to
what form this program should take; what text material
would be required; how the material would be presented,
where and by whom.

There (at Pittsburgh) and subsequeutly we have devel
oped an outline-work presently is being done on prepara
tion of text material-an organization plan is being
developed.

We hope to be sufficiently advanced in our work to select
one or more men from each District to enroll in a Ilpilot"
course to be conducted at Los Angeles during our Aunual
Convention.

The backbone of our proposed training outline is the
audio-visual teaching method aud qualified persouuel to
conduct "classes." This was a somewhat knotty problem,
particularly over the long range view, until the very happy
development of the Society's new horne arose.

Now, we visualize tremendous possibilities for conducting
our program in OUf home itself! Here, the necessary equip
ment can be easily and readily maintained! Here, appropri
ate, comfortable, properly designed space is available! Here,
members of our Headquarters Stafl are available to handle
many instructional aspects of the course!

The effectiveness of any training program depends upon
the effectiveness of its presentation and such presentation is
most effective in surroundings designed for it. We look for
ward enthusiastically to the time (in the very near future, we
hope) when classes of prospective Society leaders may meet
in our own home to learn, uninterrupted by outside distrac
tions, the techniques of leadership which will insure the
future of our Society.

The increased facilities in ou'r headquarters will open wide
the door of opportunity for every member and every chapter.
Let us take prompt and effective action to fully utilize those
facilities.

By AYLETT FITZHUGH

Coordinator, Task Force "e"
By GEORGE O. PRANSPILL

Coordinator, Task Force liE"
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Ever since we got the news that the International Board
had approved the purchase of our new home we've been
literally walking on a cloud with one foot in Harmony
(Heaven) Haven trying to visualize what it's going to be like
at long last to have our dream come true.

In our day dreaming we've made numerous trips to
Kenosha to gaze in awe at the wonders of this Palace of
Harmony. Each time we're more and more impressed. Why
not come with tiS on one of these mental excursions, they're
inexpensive and they are loads of fun. This time we're going
to visit the Music Room.

It's not difficult to find, for as you enter the front door you
can hear the sweel strains of a quartet working out on one
of the old numbers and you just follow the sound.

With mixed feelings of awe and reverence, you stand in
the presence of great quartets, both past and present, whose
life-sized photo-mural portraits pretty well cover the paneled
walls. At one end of tltis spacions high-ceilinged room a
huge bay window looks out across a lovely landscaped lawn
toward Lake Michigan, and in this alcove is a grand piano
aronnd which the foursome we heard when we first came in
are jnst finishing their workout.

UDall't stop now" we urge, but like four honey bees in a
flower garden they've already left the piano and are over at
the old song files digging for another musical "dubloon" in
that Treasure Island of barbershop ballads which we call
our Library.

The Library, which has been streamlined through trading
dnplicates with other collectors, now contains the most com
plete collection of songs between 1880 and 1920 in existence.
They are honsed in steel files, alphabetically, and the impos
ing array of cabinets extending 'all along one wall gives one
the impression that there are thousands and thousands of
harmony gems here awaiting reincarnation . .. and indeed
there are.

In 3 x 5 card fIles at one end of the line, the songs are
indexed alphabetically, and in similar files at the other end
they are arranged by subjects or categories such as automo
bile songs, railroad songs, Irish songs, kid songs, girls' names
and such. This makes it simple for those who know what
they want, and for those who just come in to "browse
around"-all they have to do is open a drawer and start
anywhere.
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By J. GEORGE O'BRIEN
117 West Genesee Ave.

Saginaw, Michigan

There's something else that you should see, or rather hear,
while you are in the Music Room, the records of some of
your favorite quartets on the high fidelity phonograph which
will make them sound like they are right there with you.
You'll find it at the opposite end from the big bay window
and the speaker is built right into tbe wall. There's a complete
file of all the champion's recordings going back to the
Bartlesville BarAies. In addition, there are records of every
Society quartet that has ever made commercial recordings,
and for a change of pace, if you'd like to listen to harmony
of the distaff side, there are the Chordettes' albums as well
as those from the cream of the Sweet Adelines.

Thrill again to the fantastic harmony of those fabulous
Four Harmonizers who couldn't sing by note but who won
the Championship in 1943 singing chords that couldn't be
written on paper. Listeu in reverence to Frank Thorne and
the Elastic Four, the Misfits and Pete Buckley's superb bass,
the Hannony Halls singing You DOI/'t Seem Like the Girl
I Used to KI/ow, and on and on back and forth through the
years from the oldest to the newest, for here, as in the Old
Song Library, you'll find the most complete collection in
existence.

What a place, this Music Room in Harmony Haven, to
spend a day, a week or even a month. You have no idea
what "fond recollections" you'll find as you dig through the
old song fIles, until you've tried it. You'll find songs that
will remind you of a little gal in gingham and the days you
carried her books to school and piatilled a future together.
Songs that vividly recall the old swimmin' hole and your
fishin' buddies. Songs that literally tug at your heart strings
or make you laugh out loud as you recall your first venture
as an end man in the local 11'instrel show ... and stage
fright.

Here, from the front dOOr to the rear, from the basement
to the roof is a perpetua~ monument to the one thing Ive
love most barbershop harmony) and it's all ours.

Come dream with Olde Ed ... but who's dreamin'?
YOUR GRANDPAPPY YODELED Cradle's Empty,

Baby's GOl/e, which WaS written in 1880 by Harry Kennedy,
who also wrote A Flower From Mother's Grave and evi
dently wasn't the chap who was responsible for Ted Lewis'
famous line, "Is everybody happy?"

The chorus of Harry's cheerer-upper goes: Baby's left
her cradle, (Olde Ed wonders, "Have you looked lately,
maybe she grew up"), For the golden shore, (Still hopeful,
O.E. muses "Could be eitber Florida or California, they
both have 'em), O'er the silv'ry waters she has Oown, (O.E.
UThat's better than having the waters flowing over her") I

She's gone to join the angels, (Oops, that does it, now we
know the worst, where's the hankie), Peaceful evermore,
Empty is the cradle, Baby's gone. Do you remember?
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Downtown Los Angeles showing Freeways and
Hotel Statler (Arrow)

FACTS ABOUT TRAVEL
TO LOS ANGELES

VIA PLANE
Time let Co3eb
·(lIn) Class

·Appr01imate

Fares shown are round trip but do not include Federal Tax which
is 10%.

Air Coach service is available from most major cities. Check
with your local airlines ticket office or travel bureau for coach rates
and Family Plan fares.

Rail lines also have Family and Group rates. Call local agents.
The travel times indicated above represent number of elapsed

hours for travel (approximate) in one direction vin direct routes
based on schedules which will afford convenient departure and
arrival time at origin and destinations. Check times and rates with
local oniees,

VIA nAILHOAD
To LOS ANGELES ,CALIF. Time h~ Coo h
FRO~I '(IIrs) Class e

Atlantfi, Ga .. .. " . " . 55 8153,30 8114.00 10 8255.'10 8190,20
Birmingham, Ala .. ... 51 141.20 105.30 8 2'19,80 155.00

.Boston, IHass .. ... .... 57 222.90 158,35 7 335,10 212.00
Chicago, Ill.. .. 39 132,80 90J.70 5 229,50 152,00
Cleveland, Ohio. ..... ,15 154.'15 117.45 9 257.50 180,00
Dallas, Texas . .. .. . " 40 97,10 72.20 5 154.60 104,00
Denver, Colo.. .. " , 30 84.70 63.55 3 121.40 86.00
Detroit, Mich..... 44 159,50 114,25 8 260·,00 192.00
Ft, Worth, Texas .... 40 95.15 72.20 5 154,60 104.00
Indianapolis, Ind.. , , . '12 149.10 107,55 7 236.20 --
Kansas City, Mo.. " . 32 108,55 79.'15 5 184.80 --
Louisville, Ky.. .... 47 146,60 105.30 9 240.70 --
i\'Iiami, Fla .. ...... " . 70 192,65 142.10 10 -- 229.40
New York, N, Y ...... 54 210.'10 145.95 10 317.70 198.00
Oklahoma City, Okla.. ·12 98.90 73,55 5 156.00 --
Omaha, Ncb.. .. .... 30 108.55 79.'15 6 182.30 132,00
Phoenix, Ariz .. ...... 8 28.70 22,20 1 47.50 36,00
Pittsburgh, Pa, . ...... ,17 175.30 123,55 9 278.'10 192,00
Portland, Ore. ....... 26 76,05 58.70 3 112.40 79,30
Seattle, Wash.. ..... 30 87,35 67.45 3 129,10 --
St. Louis, 1'\'10 .. ..... 37 125,65 89.85 6 207.90 --
Tacoma, Wash .. , " 29 801.95 65.65 3 129.10 91.00
Toronto, Ont.... ... " 52 176.75 126,65 8 475.60 --
Washington, D. C..... 54 195.05 HO.95 9 298.70 195,00
Winnipeg, l\'lnn.. ..... 57 156.60 116.15 8 324.90 124.50
Calgary, Alb.. .... " . 54 145.75 117,95 8 225.90 84.50

nOHIFS TBA VEL IDEAS
By MARTY MENDRO

Co-ordinator Transportation Committee

Maybe these few tips will help you in planning your trip
to BOHfFS:

First-regardless of what method of travel you choose, we
urge you to make firm reservations immediately-or you
may end up with off hour travel time-all daytime space
long gone!

Second-Take advantage of the services of your local
travel agent-remember-there is NO CHARGE for his
services-his fee is represented by a percentage of the fare
asked and is paid by the carrier. He will assist you in plan
ning a combination Convention and Vacation trip that will
encompass any amount of time (and money) you can afford
to spend.

Third-Don't overlook the possibility of making arrange
ments to drive a new car out to the West Coast-see your
local Car Rental Agent, or check with the automobile manu
facturer. They pay for the gas, oil, and emergency repairs
-you deliver the car to them, attend the Convention, and
take a train, bus or plane back home.

Fourth-Don't forget the wonderful Sunday excursion to
Disneyland and Knott's Berry Farm. Remember that you
will not get back to Los Angeles until Sunday evening, so
clear your return trip with the carrier to handle the extra
time involved.

Your Chapter Secretary will be receiving a suggested check
list of airline routing-this may assist you in making your
plans for travel.

The Memphis Chapter has tentatively set up a Charter
flight to carry 80 passengers to and from BOHlFS. If you
are interested in tltis particular flight contact Harry Galster,
Chairman, at 4448 Macon Road, Mempltis, Tennessee.

This committee has tentatively reserved all seats on a
flight leaving Chicago on Wednesday, June 19th, at 8 :00
a.m. and returning either late Sunday evening, June 23rd, or
at 8 :40 a.m. Monday, June 24th. This flight is a Continental
Club Coach, in a DC-7b, with a $1.25 or a $2.50 lunch
served. (Your choice of menu and price.) For further
information, contact your local travel agent, or Mr. Alan
Pollock, Continental Airlines, 116 S. Michigan Ave" Chicago
3, Illinois. Be sure to mention the code "SPEll" when
referring to these particular flights.

Good Luck-and we'll see you-all in Los Angeles.
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J • • SOCIETY'S NEW HOME
WILL ADD PRESTIGE

STAFF TAYLOR
Bllckeye (Coillmblls, Ohio) Chapter

By ROWLAND DAVIS
International President

Our Society is "growing-up!"
I don't mean that it is merely getting older nor that it is

just getting bigger numerically. I mean that slowly but surely
we are beginning to realize that not only do we belong to an
organization in which the members have a lot of fun singing
or hearing others vocalize but also that each of us individu
ally has come to recognize the privileges and responsibilities
which Society membership entails.

Just what are these privileges and responsibilities? The
greatest privilege, I believe, is the opportunity that member
ship affords to associate harmoniously with many other
similar humans and to make new friendships and acquaint
anceships. There are many other privileges among which, I
think, can be mentioned the opportunities to make vocal
and other contributions to the sick, aged, indigent or to
various welfare activities.

The responsibilities require more discussion. First, I be
lieve, we owe to ourselves the duty of convincing OUf

neighbors and fellow citizens that our Society is earnestly
devoted to the objective of encouraging the innate desire of
each human-and, in OUf case, the male human-to sing.
Our style of vocalizing} a product of America, is just as
well-founded and technically valid as any other form of
singing and, through our efforts with the music educators
and elsewhere} is rapidly becoming so recognized.

There is another facet of our responsibilities which is also
becoming better realized by our public. People arc beginning
to learn that we are a group of mature-minded adults with
wide-spread roots reaching into over 600 communities and
that our ideals of conduct may be most favorably compared
with any other organization of red-blooded males.

This growth in our Society is the direct result of the
"sweat, blood and tears" of many leaders in the organization
and of the day-by-day untiring efforts of the people at Head
quarters. We have always been proud of our International
Headquarters Staff and we are constantly reminded how
essential they are. For years it has been our hope and aim
that this group of workers could be suitably compensated
and adequately housed, to carryon most effectively its great
work. Slowly these objectives are being attained.

The purchase of the Alford Mansion at Kenosha climaxes,
in my opinion, the work started years ago to assure that the
nerve center of our activities is housed in an edifice not only
suitable for efficient operations, to provide facilities for
properly honoring our founder, our great leaders, quartets,
choruses} arrangers, et aI., but also to present a physical
appearance in keeping with the growing stature and high
ideals of our Society. This beautiful building with its proposed
facilities for craft schools, etc., can not help but make each
barbershopper point with pardonable pride to "our 'Singing
Home'!" Each of us can become truly a part of this Harmony
Haven through our pledges and contributions and thus share
more fully in the blessings which it potentially offers to us.
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The Society's foot is poised to take another giant step, soon
to be plunked down square into Kenosha, Wisconsin. And
with the acquisition of our new home comes a new phase in
the Society's development, one which will become' more
apparent as the years pass.

One of the most striking rcsults will be in the Society's
"relations with the public/' where the new headquarters will
serve as tangible evidence of our "growing up." From a
strictly public relations viewpoint this means: Prestige, The
Intangible to the Tangible, Establishment of Permanence
and Acceptance of Serious Purpose.

There is no question that our beautiful new home will be
a symbol of our maturity and stature among other similar
fraternal organizations. There is no question, either, that
our news and publication copy will contain such phrases as,
llwe point with pride ...", "on the shores of beautiful Lake
Michigan ...", "in the heart of America's vacation-land ..."
Tn fact, our copy writers will have to be restrained in their
enthusiastic descriptions.

In addition to the evident benefits in our public relations,
there are other factors that will enhance the Society's name.
Prospective advertisers in the Harmonizer will be impressed;
the anticipated thousands of uon-barbershopper visitors will
have a new concept of the Soc.iety; "brass" of the United
States and Canada can be entertained royally. And, of course,
the physical plant itself will contain elbow-room for all the
necessary public relation services which must be increased
in the future.

Someday not too far in the future, we hope, you'll hear
this broadcast:. "Good evening, ladies and gentlemen. This
is Station SPEB in Kenosha, Wisconsin, on the banks of
beautiful Lake Michigau, bringing you an hour's program of
thrilling barbershop harmony from the studios in the Inter
national Headquarters of the Society for the Preservation
and Encouragement of Barber Shop Quartet Singing in
America. Now listen to the beautiful singing of ..."

It sure is exciting to be a barbershopper!

The President Says:

An old proverb states "A nl3n's gift makes
1'00111 for him." How appropriate £01' each
of us who helps to finauce the Kenosha
project! No true bal'bel'shopper call afford
to be an outsider in this great coustructive
effort. RCluembcr that "Liberality cousists
less in giving a great deal than in gifts well
tinled !"
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By Past Illtemational Vice President JEAN BOARDMAN, Chairmall, Harmony Heritage Songs Committee

Recently the Society received the highest recognition and
honor that ever can come to it when the Singing Capital
Chorns sang in the White House at a state function to which
the singers were invited, not merely as entertainers but, with
their wives, as the social guests of the President and the
First Lady. This recognition came to the Society because
through its chapter in the Nation's Capital, it has striven for
quality in membership, quality in musicianship, quality in
conduct, and quality in appearances. Many chapters have
established standards equally high and most are striving
to do so.

lt is most fitting that at this time the Society is in the course
of acquiring a permanent headquarters that is representative
of the quality and prestige to which it has aspired. In the
stately mansion at Kenosha, the Sodey with pride could be
the host to the President of the United States. Just as the
Capitol in Washington has become the symbol of the strength
and «uality of America, so will the headquarters at Kenosha
become the symbol of the strength and quality of our singing
fellowship.

Quest for Qualify

Harmony Heritage is pleased that at last the Society will
be administered from a building that measures up to its
worth. Harmony Heritage is concerned not merely with
making available the best obtainable arrangements of the
most singable songs the world has ever known, but it is
dedicated to the proposition that our members and prospec
tive members are men of quality who are entitled to be
respected and to be provided with music in a form that
reflects the stability, quality, and prestige of the Society. We
feel that in providing the convenient octavo form with en
graving and printing of the highest quality and with attractive
title pages we are giving to members music that is pleasing
to the eye, that is impressive when seen by friends and musi
cians, and which we are proud to leave on thc piano when
guests are expected. We are the only amateur musical organi
zation in America that has undertaken to publish its own
distinctive music in a permanently continuing series.

Home of Harmony Heritage Songs

We eagerly are awaiting the opportunity to publish on the
title page of one of our songs a picture of the handsome and
sedate headquarters building identified as the Home of Har
mOI/Y Heritage SOl/gs. It is expected that from time to time
our songs will be embellished with various views of the
building, including pictures of some of the interesting interior
features as they are developed. We can think of nothing more
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effective in the way of aiding the promotion of quality mem
bership than to display and distribute Harmony Heritage
Songs picturing the headquarters and shrine. There can't be
a single member who will not be proud to prove to his friends
that the Society with the funny name is really the classiest
musical organization in America and one that sings the best
possible songs ill the best' possible way, one that publishes
its own music just like it wants it and does it in style, and
onc that operates from a headquarters that is unsurpassed
in beauty and dignity. Yes, indeed, this is a Society in which
membership is not something to be huckstered but is an
honor to be conferred upon the worthy.

Being a quality fellowship more than twenty-six thousand
strong, why should we piddle around with a little mortgage
for two years or even one? Let's turn on just a fraction of
our tremendous collective strength and buy ourselves a clear
title to the Home of Harmony Heritage SOl/gs for Christmas
of 1957. The way to do that is for everyone of us to make a
donation and to make it now.

My Old New Hampshire Home
While we are elated with the prospects of our new home,

let's sing one of the most beautiful ballads of all time which
finds its inspiration in the love which all men have for home.
Among the songs next to be released by Harmony Heritage
will be My Old Nell' Hampshire Home which was originally
published in 1898 and which immediately became the first
smash hit of Harry Von Tilzer who thereafter became one
of the best and most prolific song writers with at least a
thousand published songs to his credit. It is an interesting
legend that Andrew B. SterlingJ who also became famous as
an author of song lyrics, and Harry vOIl Tilzer, while
struggling for recognitioll, shared a furnished room in New
York City from which they were about to be ejected because
of an arrearage of three-weeks' rent, and that on the back
of the rent bill they wrote the words and music of My Old
Nell' Hampshire Home and sold it for $15.00 in the nick
of time.

The song is ideal for close harmony, and Phil Embury
has given to the Society his beautiful arrangement. Phil has
had the good taste to recognize that this is a melody song
and to provide a simple harmony accompanimcnt which does
not distract from the hauntingly beautiful melody. It is sug
gested that quartets blessed with a beautiful lead voice experi
ment with the technique of permitting the melody to stand
out distinctly against a subdued vocal accompaniment. Nor
mal human beings find pleasure in the functioning of all
their emotions, so occasionally give audiences the opportunity
to enjoy their tears.
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One of the Society's by-words is "If you're too busy to
sing, you're too busy!" Your Headquarters staff is fast reach
ing that stage-what with our part in handling the 14
Regional Preliminary Contests, getting ready for BOHIFS
(A Bit of Heaven in Fifty-Scven), the International Conven
tion in Los Angeles the week of June I7-alld getting ready
to transfer Headquarters operations to Kenosha, Wisconsin.

A lot of preparations are being made under mixed emo
tions. There is sadness concerning those of our loyal staff
members whose homes will remain in Detroit, and concerning
the friendships we have established in Michigan, in and out
of Barbershopping circles. Then there is gladness as we
share in pride of Society accomplishment and in anticipation
of future progress. We have a big job ahead of us but we
feel the Society's potential is tremendous and we look for
ward to working together with present and future Barber
shoppers to building a bigger and better Society, sharing
good harmony throughout the free world.•

Natlll'aHy we are going to be thrilled to work in such beau
tiful surroundings as our new permanent home provides.
However, I believe our biggest hopes and satisfactions lie in
the training possibilities of OUf new home and increased
facilities which the Expansion Fund established by om Inter
national Board of Directors at the recent Mid-Winter
Convention is expected to provide.

Through establishment of a new training program and the
development of already established activities, we expect to
see accelerated progress in teaching more of Om members
about the crafts of Barbershopping and the spreading of
"know-how" to guide officers at aHlevels of Society organiza
tion in carrying out their administrative responsibilities.

After we get properly settled in our new location, we look
forward to entertaining visiting Barbershoppers and their
families. I know you'll enjoy seeing "our" home and catching
more of a vision of what we will eventually have by way of
mementoes of and memorials to the unique form of native
American. folk music) which our Society was created to
"preserve and encourage."

Only one Regional Preliminary Contest has been held as
this column is being written. That was Mid-Atlantic on
March 23. Mid-Atlantic was the only District to be awarded
five qualifying quartets, based on District membership as at
December 31, '56. Here they are in alphabetical order:

The Chordblenders, of Allentown-Bethlehem, Pa. Chapter
The Easternaircs, of Jersey City, New Jersey
The Hometown Qnartet, of Lodi, New Jersey
The Pla)'tonics, of Teaneck, New Jersey
The York.h·es, of York, Pennsylvania

Entry lists seem to be healthy this )'ear and a lot of new
names appear on them. So those of us who are lucky enough
to get to L. A. in June for the International Convention may
see some new faces and hear some new voices. Mid-Atlantic
reported the largest registration of Barbershoppers at any
District event) so we are hoping that all the Districts will
have the same experience. If it's possible for you (and your
wife and kiddies) to get to your Regional Contests and Con-
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vention, I am sure you will feel it was well worth the effort.
You not only may get to hear the next International Cham
pion Quartet, but you'll have a barrel of fun, fellowship
and harmony.

Plans for the Los Angeles Convention are shaping up very
well, as you will read elsewhere in this issue. By the time
you read this, our Advance Registration will probably be at
the 3,000 mark. That means that the Main Floor is just
about filled to the capacity, but there's still room for at least
3,500 more, so if you can get the time off to spend at least
June 20th through the 24th in Los Angeles and can fit the
trip into this year's budget (01' "go now and pay later"-see
back page ad on March HARMONIZER), come on along.
Registration order blanks and hotel reservation forms ap
peared in the special brochure contained in the September
and December 1956 issues of the HARMONIZER. If you can't
find the necessary forms, jnst send your check for $10.00 per
person made payable to SPEBSQSA, INC., to Intel'l1ational
Headquarters, 20619 Fenkell Avenue, Detroit 23, Michigan.
(If you are an Evergreen 01' Far Western District Barber
shopper, your order will receive quicker processing if it is sent
to Olto Nass, Advance Registration Chairman, at 2491
Galbreth Road, Pasadena 7, California. If you live in one
of om other 12 Districts, don't send your order to Otto
it would just delay it a few days because he would have to
send it to Detroit.)

Your Chapter's Constitution requires that your Nominat
ing Committee present a slate of nominees in March and for
your election to be held in April and the new oRlcers to take
oRlce on May 1st. Also new District ORlcers will be elected
at each District Convention this Spring. Therefore, at this
time, on behalf of all of their "constituents" and the Inter
national ORlcers and Headquarters Staff, I extend a hearty
thank-you to all the retiring oRlcers for their contributions
to our endeavors to "Keep America Singing" and extend an
equally hearty "welcome" to their successors as they join
the "official family." Barbershopping enthusiasm appears to
be at a record high level throughout the Society and we are
looking forward to a Spring and Summer filled with many
pleasant Barbershopping experiences. Newly-elected chapter
officers and Area Counselors are urged to continue meetings
right on through the summer months. The warm weather
offers many opportunities for unusual activities and especi
ally family-type get-togcthers which should not be over
looked. Many present and fOl'lIIel' chapters will testify to the
fact that it is usually damaging and frequently fatal to take a
recess for three or four months in the summer. It's just too
hard to get going again in the fall.

All good wishes to Barbershoppers everywhere for good
vacationing and good Barbershopping, and we hope to see
several thousand of you at Los Angeles (and Disneyland.
And-Aloha I in four parts to those of you who will be
going to Hawaii.)

THB HARMONIZER-JuNE, 1957



A DREAM COME TRUE! OUR OWN
PERMANENT HEADQUARTERS AT LAST

Well, we've gone and done it. All 26,000
of us. We've gone and bought ourselves a
new international headquarters as beauti
ful and practical as any in the country.

At last we've got enough room, Room
to move around in, room for expansion,
room to house the world's biggest and
best library of old songs. room for offices
and printing facilities and files and
people. room to work in and sing in 
and sing about.

We all know at least part of the story.
How O. C. Cash and Rupe Hall of Tulsa,
Oklahoma started the whole thing and
saw it mushroom into a big nationwide

TUE HARMONIZER-JUNE, 1957

organization demanding a central head
quarters office. How then-Secretary
Carroll Adams set up the original head
quarters in his home. How they expanded
into rented space in Detroit. but never
quite caught up with the Society's require
ments. How demands on the international
office have grown clear out of bounds.
How limited space and facilities for years
have frustrated the Society's desire to pro
vide bigger. better service to its chapters
and members.

So now we're adding a bright new
chapter to that story. We're moving to
beautiful Kenosha, Wis. .. with confi
dence in our hearts and a song on our lips.
Let's turn the page and take a look ...

tltiJ UJ frYuyouI..
-r.:~
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Here it is! ... on the shores of Lake Michi·
gan in Kenosha, Wisconsin your new
International headquarters barbershop
harmony center of the world!

What a wonderful feeling. At last our
roots are down ... at last we have a place
of our own. And what a wonderful place
to call our own.

Rising with majestic dignity it reflects
the character and prestige of our great
society ... a symbol of our stature and our
place in the world of music.

In a quiet woodland setting on a rise
above the shore its splendid appearance
dominates this fine neighborhood.

Enduring! Magnificent!

THE FOUNDER'S ROOM 28 x 4S feet will be
a memorial to O. C. Cash and Rupe Hall
our founders. Here will be housed the
historic and ·nostalgic lore of the Society.
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THE MUSIC ROOM immediately above will
house our Old Songs Library. Barber-Shop
Albums. our library of published Society
arrangements and our HI·FI player.

THE HARMONIZER-JUNE, 1957

KENOSHA
Kenosha. - home 01 the Kenosha Chap
ler - SPEBSQSA - like many other
Wisconsin communities. has an Indian
name. It means "pike" or "pickerel" and
the Pike River flows through this city
of 65.000. The Indian name is Ken-oz·he.



TilE HARMONIZER-JUNE, 1957

, , ,

What an impressive sight. Down there at the end of the hall
is the solarium - the door to the right leads to the great living
room ... to the left are the doors to the dining room (farthest
from us) next the long hall to the kitchen and garage ... then
the stairs with the beautiful stained glass window on the land
ing .. but enough talk .. let's go through this fabulous building.

STEP RIGHT INTO

NOW WE'RE IN FABULOUS



I'

I

THE BASEMENT with its multi
tude 01 rooms lor storage will pro·
vide space for supplies. for print
ing and bulk mailing operations.

FOR DETAILS
AND HOW

THE FIRST FLOOR with its great
living room. impressive hallway.
large dining room, game room
and solarium artfully combines
beauty. prestige. and nostalgia.

SEE BACK PAGE
ON FINANCING
YOU CAN HELP

CMON
LET'S G T ON THf BANDWAGON

THE SECOND FLOOR wilh ils
four large bed-rooms. large dress
ing room, quesl rooms and serv
ants' quarters will serve admJr
ably for staff operations.

~ONY



INTERNATIONAL HOUSE OF HARN

Built for the Ages on the shores of Beautiful Lake Michigan

Only a few minutes from downtown ...
close to hotels, motels and fine restaurants
. . . 55 minutes from Chicago's loop and 43
minutes from downtown· Milwaukee. It's
right smack in the middle of a hot-bed of
barbershopping activity.

It's big and roomy. Over 18,000 square
feet of floor space including a full base
ment, first and second floors and attic. The
classic beauty of the baronial style archi
tecture is in lasting good taste. The sturdy
construction inside and out reflects the very

. finest craftsmanship and materials.
Imported Belgian stone, inch-thick slate

roof. terrazzo, stone and oak flooring,

copper ducts and window framing, stained
glass windows all contribute to its lasting
beauty and charm.

Five years in the building, this mansion
was completed in 1933 at a cost of over a
half-million dollars. It was occupied con
tinuously and beautifully maintained ever
since as a private residence.

The Building Fund Contributions already
made by chapters, quartets and indivi
duals made it possible to slap down a big
down payment on this terrific bargain.

Now it's up to all of us to get on the band
wagon and assure the success of our great
Headquarters - Expansion Program.

~~n4:
~ .~

THE LAKESIDE ROOM bright and cheery
(during daylight) with its many windows
overlooking the lake is ideal for seminars and
classes . . . and a swell place to ring a few.
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THE DIRECTORS ROOM with its richly
carved oak paneled walls will provide a -------
setting of dignity for meetings of the Exe
cutive Committee and Board of Direclors
and a swell place to ring a few chords.



We're on the threshold of a
Golden Age of Barbershopping

and Here's the Plan to Finance the Program
Everyone who has seen our new headquarters
in Kenosha has caught the spirit. For it stirs the
imagination and fires the enthusiasm as never
before. But there's more than just headquarters
to our plan.

OUf program is two-fold. First to acquire for
ourselves this wonderful Harmony Haven ...
and second to assure <;I strong future by a vigor
ous expansion of services to all chapters and
members.
o To do this .. and do it right we need
$130,OOO! Thai's a lot of money, but with
26,000 guys on the bandwagon "it will be
done." The new headquarters building cost
$75,000. We've paid $25,000 down which
leaves a balance of $50,000 to be mortgaged.

Now let's look at the figures!

$35,OOO-Principal on mortgage
9,625-fnterest on mortgage (5 It, % for 5 yrs.!

lS,675-Principal and interest on unsecured
Bank loan of $15,000 (9 mos. at 4 Ih%)

475-Cost of acquiring building
IO,525-Furniture, equipment, painting, mov

ing, etc.
22,500-Increased Operaiing Expense (lst 5

yrs.)
36,200-*Minimum Amount anticipated for

Expansion of services.
""$"13"'0"',0"'0"0-;;T.-'-o7'"ta'l

·Let's talk about this vital expansion program
lor a moment. If we are to assure ourselves a
sound Iuture. a place oI permanence in the
scheme of things . these are the things that
must be done..

We will use the Expansion Fund 10 retain
present chapters and members. We will organ
ize new chapters. We will extend services,
literature, training materials and schools of in
struction. We will issue the Harmonizer month
ly .. enlarge our public relations effort ..
step up our programming .. hire Held men
and necessary personnel to implement these
benefits. Naturally the success of this program
depends on all of us. The sooner we reach our
goal .. the sooner we sign our pledge and send
our contribution the sooner we start rolling.

"IT WILL BE DONE , , ,"
It's up 10 us. . all 26,000 of us. And we can
do it. We will do it. If we each contribute $10
- spread over 5 years - (that's only $2 a
year) we will "burn the mortgage in '59" ...
and set the stage for our Expansion Program.
If your personal pledge totals $100 ($20 a
year for 5 years) a space will be reserved in
the trophy room for Your Shaving Mug - in
scribed with your name!
If your quartet pledges $100 space will be
reserved for a photograph of your quartet ..
recognized forever as a true society quartet.
If your Chapter pledges an average of $10 per
man, your chapter name will be inscribed on
a bronze plaque and displayed permanently
at Harmony Haven. (Note: quartet contribu
tions mentioned above will also be credited
to your chapter.)

Sound "charge!" on the pitch pipe and let's
go. Clip the pledge form on the opposite page,
fill it out and mail it today ... do it right now
while it's before you.

SIGN YOUR PLEDGE - SEND YOUR DOUGH

CARRY YOUR PART - AND WATCH US GO!

4/U'-~~
ARTHUR A. MERRILL

PAST INTERNATIONAL PRESIDENT

HEADQUARTERS fiNANCE CHAIRMAN

BANDWAGON.

TI1" HARMONIZER-JUNE, 1/

NOW'S THE TIME TO
GET 0 T I
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DIRECT FROM MANUFACTURER

• Authentic tartans - basic colors:
Blue, Rod, Grey, Green.

• Handsomely slyled for tho "New
Elegant Look"

• New, slim·llne
lopeII. $1790

• Fully lined.

GAY '90
JACKETS

$24.90
eAUlhenticaUy designed,

handsomely tailored,
beautifully lined.

• Colors to gladden your
heart. enrich your voice,
overcome your audi.
once•

• Indivldually tailored to
your sile specificolions.

MArCHING OR CON· . .!
TRASf/NG TROUsrRS

$12.S0 TARTAN PLAID JACKETS SHAWL COLLAR JACKETS

ORDER NOW ••• OR
SEND FOR SWATCHES

o Bold Checks
o Stripes
o Plaids
o Solids

~OR ~EAI-a C L O'J:1.l::r.E::S 1?t.b-RJMr
0.zv.?-J

/> . SAXONY~ACKETS

_____sAXONY CLOTHES, 198 CANAL ST., NEW YORK 13, N. Y•• Worth 4-6039
...-- _----_ .

fiET ON THE BANDWAfiON
Make Your Contribution Now

DON'T TURN
THIS PAGE

8E SURE TO Milil COUPON TODIIY
FILL OUT, CHECK AND SIGN OTHER SIDE

MAIL COUPON AND CONTRIBUTION

UNTIL YOU

FILL OUT AND

MAIL THIS
COUPON

LET'S ALL GET

ON THE BANDWAGON

DO Ir rODAY!
THB HARMONIZER-JUNB, 1957 21



In Perfect Harmony - Make Your Next APPEARANCE
even MORE OUTSTANDING

..... . .. with your choice of SHANE'S popular
Tuxedo Whites or Eton Jacket~ in colonI

One fAvorite selection of SPBDSQSA quar·
leis and choruses is shown-representative of
the many appropriate styles SHANE carries
in stock at all times. Prom tWs fine range of
jackets and trousers, SHANE can ship your
choice-fast I Even when coats are embroid
ered with chapter name and imignll, there's
no undu~ delay.

H",'s What ONE Salisli.d SPEBSQSA Group \Says:
We quote in part a recent letter from James

C. Webb, Secretary of the Dtlltimore Chapter
of SPEBSQSA,

"First off, I wish to express on behalf of
Baltimore's Harmony ChamsJ the Iiatl&faction
and pleasure we have derivea from the coals
you so handsomely tailored for us last
October.

"We found the coats, which we wear with
tux PMts, audience appealing and member~

ship wise also.
"Our chorus is rapidly expaoding and as a

result, now find it nece~~ury to order addi
tional coals."

Tho letter continues with the new order,
and with tills important notation coneerntng
that first order: "In CMe you have often
wonderc<!t the clIa's arrived ill IIl1lfl for our
show." (lhe italics are ours.)
For Complete hi/ormation, Write NOW 10

NORMAN SHANE, Sr.

Shane Uniform Company, Inc.
West Maryland at Buchanan • Evansville 7, Ind.

typographic harmony
for all your needs

Creative typography by skilled craftsmen.

Type styling on your ads, manuals,

catalogs, charts, slides, direct mail

pieces and other printed matter.

Monotype, linotype and hand composition

from a large selection of hundreds of

type faces in sizes from 4to 144 point.

Reproduction proofs for etching; acetate

proofs for TV and slides; Flexitype

for unusual effects and modifications.

DETROIT TYPESETTING CO.
1959 E. Jefferson • Detroit 7, Michigan

LOrain 7-5970
P.,. Fisher, Gross. Poin'. Ch.p,.r

1-----------------------------------------------------------
HERE'S WHERE YOU

GET ON THE
BANDWAGON

Use this handy coup6n to make
your contribution - fill it out and
mail it at once - today!

IT'S EIISY
TO DO YOUR SHARE

JUST USE THIS COUPON ,.,;I

TO MAKE A PLEDGE fill out coupon
giving amount of pledge and mail
today.

TO MAKE A CONTRIBUTION fill
out coupon and return today with
your check.

DO 11 TODIIYI
22

YOU BET I WANT TO GET ON THE BANDWAGON
HERE'S MY CONTRIBUTION!

SPEBSQSA, INC.
BUILDING·EXPANSION FUND

Dear Bob: I want to do my share in this Building-Expansion Program. I have
checked below how I plan to make my contribution.

AMOUNT OF CONTRIBUTION $. _

o Check or money order for full amount enclosed
o Personal PLEDGE-to be paid as follows:

$ first payment enclosed. Balance to be paid in' _
(number)

payments (Monthly, Quarterly, Semi-Annually, Annually).
Please indkole one

Name' _

Address' _

Townl State' District, _

Chapter' _

THE HARMONIZER-JUNB, 1957
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By ROBERT HOCKENBROUGH

Past International Board Member Wealtk
For the first time since I've been

editing this column I'm taking "Share
the Wealth" literally. In this issue I'm
talking money! Cold, hard, cash! How
to raise it. Quickly. Easily. And enough
of it to assure the swift, certain success
of our Headquarters-Expausion Project.

This is your business!
We're off to a great start. The impor

tant step has been taken. Our Head
quarters Building has been purchased.
We'll be in our new home by June I.
Now let's wind it up. .'

THE GOAL IS SET. As explained
elsewhere in this issue, we need $130,
000 to payoff the mortgage and inci
dental expenses, to assure operating
funds and provide for the expansion of
services that will put our Society on a
bed-rock footing for sound future
growth.

WITH YOUR HELP IT WILL BE
DONEI We'll reach our goal and at the
'59 Convention in Chicago we'll have a
mortgage burning ceremony on the
stage of the Chicago Civic Opera
House.

BUT IT TAKES MONEY ... and
that's what we're concerned with right
now. There are many schemes for rais
ing funds but the simplest, most direct,
and easiest way to reach OUf goal is
with ...

THE FIVE MINUTE CAMPAIGNI
In just five minutes we can actually
raise the $130,000. It's a matter of
simple arithmetic. We have more than
26,000 members. If each member con
tributes $5 we're in! So let's go. Sign
your pledge now ... take up to five
years to pay ... that's less Ihan a penny
a day ... OR send your check for five
bucks ($5.00) right now. Do this uow
-a check or a pledge-and we'll wind
up this campaign in the next five
minutes.

* * *
Here's a terrific idea that if used by

every Chapter should net us a cool
$30,000 a year for the Headquarters
Expansion Fund. We call it

THE HARMONlZBR-JUNB, 1957

THE TARDY TEASER. Our own
Q-Suburban Chapter uses it with great
success at all our meetings. It's easy to
operate. Requires practically no work.
It's fUll. It gets members out on time.
Gives you a weekly check on absent
members and guests. And iI'S a painless
way 10 raise mOlley. Here's how it
worksl

Every member and guest signs our
attendance book and drops a dime in
the pot as he enters the meeting room.
(Guests love itl Makes 'em feel in on
things.) At 8:30 P.M. (our starting
time) a line is drawn under the last
name on the list. Members signing be
low this line are tardy.

The gimmick that gets 'em out on
time is that only those who are on time
are eligible for the prize. And you must
be present to win.

At intermission time we have the
drawing. The hat holds the names of
every member and guest who has ever
attended, not only those who sign in
fnr the lught.

This means there may be as many as
a dozen names pulled before we get a
winner. As the names of absent mem
bers and guests are called, the room
buzzes with comments, "Wait 'til Carl
finds out he almost won" "Wonder
where Joe is tonight" "Say, Pete
hasn't been around for two weeks" ...
"Wonder why that last guest didn't
come back" . .. etc., etc,) etc.

TIllS, of course, is an important plus.
An awareness by all present of those
who are missing . . . and then a follow

. up to find out why.
The drawing is fun. Usually attended

by eat calls, wise cracks, ad libs, etc.
Everyone joins in the spirit of the thing.
Finally we get a winner. Cries of "brib_
ery" and "fix" fill the air. All with no
effect on the lucky one. The winner
takes half the pot and the olher half
goes into the Headquarters Fund.

So let's figure it out. We have 26,000
members. Let's say that our attendance
is only 50%-and not include guests.
That means at ten cents a head we have
$1300 going in our total pots every

week. Half of this goes to prize winners.
The other to the Headquarters-Expan
sion Fund or $650 a week. Now multi
ply this by only 48 weeks and you come
up with a nice $31,200 a year.

How about it? Start your Chapter
Tardy Teaser today!

* * *
This Yea,' Let Charily Begin At Home

Each year our chapters contribute
hundreds of thousands of dollars to
various local and national charitable
causes. }low about if this year we re
pealed last year's performance and
matched last year's eontribution ...
but this year it goes to our Headquar
ters-Expansion Fund?

* * *
SO MANY WAYS TO RAISE

MONEY. There isn't space enough
here to cover them in detail. You know
them as well as I do. All tried and tOle.
They'll work if you will.

The Benefit Prngram is always good.
Sell a series of Package Shows. Have a
Bake Sale ... or a Pancake Breakfast.
Raffle off a house, or a TV or a trip to
Paris. Have a Cake Walk . .. a Rum
mage Sale ... or a Gay Ninety's Dance.
Let your imagination run free. The ideas
will start to spark. Go through your old
Share the Wealth files. You'll find plenty
of suggestions there.

THE IMPORTANT THING is to
get moving now. Make your individual
eontributions. Urge your fellow mem
bers to chip in ton. Get your quartet to
contribute. Help your chapter ... your
area ... your district raise the money
for this great adventure. Get on the
band wagon I Let's Keep America Sing
ing as never before.

r"·C"l.iFORNiA·····~
: HERE :
i WE COME! ;, ,
l~~",,"""""~~~,~""'~
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The grapevine has it that a couple of
the 1955 International Champion Four
Hearsemen of Amarillo, Texas are try
ing to revive the quartet. The only miss
ing member we know anything definite
abont is bass Dick Gifford, who is now
doing radio and TV work in Fort Worth.

•
Roy Short's SPEBulletin, of the

Society'S No.1 Chapter in Tulsa, Okla
homa, reports that the Flying L quartet
is active again, with Bob Greer) bari
tone of the 1941 Internalional Cham
pion Chordbnsters, singing lead in place
of Doc McCullough.

•
Another Southwestern District quar

tet item concerns the disbanding, tem
porarily at least, of the 1955 and 1956
International Finalists Desertaires, of
the EI Paso, Texas Chapter. Lead Bill
Spooner and baritone (and Interna
tional Board Member) Lou Laurel
have had to cut down on the singing
and traveling in order to devote more
time to their business careers.

•
Here's another candidate for oldest

quartet honors-The Commodores, of
the Decatur, Illinois Chapter. They've
been singing with the same personnel
(singing the same parts) for 12 years.
The quartet has another distinction in
lead Glenn Howard who is, as far as we
know, the only man in the Society who
has attended every national and Inter
national Convention (Number 19 com
ing up!).

•
Bob Lindley, baritone of the 1953

International Champion Vikings, of
Rock Island, Illinois, has replaced Panl
Sudberry as baritone of the Interna
tional Semi-Finalists and Past Illinois
District Champion Kord Kulters, of
Pekin. Lindley is Secretary of the Pekin
Chamber of Commerce.

•
The several times International Final

ist Note Crackers, of the Genesee
Rochester, New York Chapter, just re
cently celebrated their tenth anniversary

24

singing for the same group before which
they made their first appearance, the
Mr. and Mrs. Class of Asbury First
Methodist Church. Singing for the
Class' annual Valentine Party has been
almost an annual event for the quartet.
The Note Crackers are "noted" not only
for their fine singing and flashy cos
tumes, but they are walking and singing
proof that top-notch quartet men can
still devote a lot of time to adminislra
tive work. Clayt DeLong, tenor, has
served the Genesee Chapter as Secre
tary, Vice President, and President, and
has handled ticket sales regularly for
chapter parades. Wayne Fool', lead, has
served as Chapter Secretary and is now
completing his second term as President
of Seneca Land District. Bob Gale, bari-

tone, has been Vice President of the
Chapter, and Earl Parr, bass, is a past
President of the Chapter and has served
as assistant chorus director,

•
Sarasota, Florida Chapter's very at-

tractive printed program for their sev
enth annual show of "Barbershop
Champions on Parade" states that tenor
Gene Cokecroft and Danny Whipple,
bass of the 1955 and 1956 International
Finalists Memory Four, of Miami, Flor
ida) are singing those parts in a new
quartet, The Sun Tones, of Miami.

•
In the "sad news about quartets"

department is notice of the disbanding
of the 1955 and 1956 International
SemiFinalists Verdngo Dons, of the
Crescenta Valley, California, Chapter.

•
The 1955 Third Place Medalist

Four-Tissimos, of the Skokie, Illinois
Chapter, are together again, However)
there's a hitch to it. They are accepting
weekend dates in the Chicago area only.

•
Here's an interesting item from the

"Toastmaster," official publication of
Toastmasters International) an organi
zation for "better thinking, speaking,
listening," "Toastmaster Ed Harrington
of the "Sunrise" (Phoenix, Arizona
Club), made a Basic Training speech
about the SPEBSQSA (Society for the
Preservation and Encouragement of
Barber Shop Quartet Singing in America
in case yOIl didn't know). The speech
was criticized for lack of impact, and
the suggestion made that he repeat it.
He did-bringing along his quartet, the
'Round Towners' who demonstrated
Iheir ability to handle a minor chord.
Impact was terrific! Past Dist. Gov.
James Trees) himself a lbarbershopper,'
joined in the close harmony at the
Ladies' Night Party of the Club."

•
Probably several more million people

have heard Championship Barbershop
singing since the last issue of the HAR
MONIZ~R. The Buffalo Bills, the So-
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Although he's lost a lot 01 weight. old timers in the Society will no doubt recognize
the guy seated at the upri.ght. He is Joe "Moose" Murrin. tenor of Ihe 1945 Inter
national Champion MISFITS, 01 Chicago. Illinois. Joe had 10 leave his piano in
Chicago when he moved to Phoenix, Arizona for his health several years ago and
Gordon "Happy" Woodruff, Chicago restaurateur. and Ellis V. "Cy" Pickle-Puss"
Perkins. (left to right above) baritone 01 the MISFITS. presented Moose with the
piano when they visited him recently in Phoenix. The three of them plan another

reunion at the Convention at Los Angeles in June.

The Potomac Clippers, an institution
in Mid-Atlantic - International- and
District of Columbia Activities, have
retired as an active quartet effective·
March I, 1957. Organized in December
of 1945, this group was active for more
than eleven consecutive years. The
original members were-Roy Buirgy,
tenor - Charles Vaile, lead - Busey
Howard, baritone and Gene Watson,
bass. Almost immediately Lou Metcalf
replaced the tenor. This foursome has
appeared frequently on shows and
parades in the Eastern U.S., were Dis
trict Champions in 1948, competed in
all but two International Conteirts dur
ing their tenure, have been members of
the 1954 International Champion "Sing
ing Capital Chorus" and recently toured
Germany with the Precisionists of the
D of C Chapter. Personnel through the
years inclnded: Norman MacLean,
Bernie Slebos, Milliard Beall, Lew Sims
(Singing Capital Chorus Director) and
Fred Peters as leads.

Gene Watson, last of the original
Clippers, recently transferred to Phila
delphia. Lou Metcalf drew Ray Hart,
formerly of the Gem Tones, into the
group. So now Lou Metcalf, Fred
Peters, Lew Sims and Ray Hart, under
the name of The Federal City Fonr,
have entered the Regional Preliminaries
and will be an active group again in
Society affairs. Contact man is Lou
Metcalf, 303 Ladson Rr., Silver Springs,
Maryland.

ciety's 1950 International Champions,
and the Schmitt Brothers, Champions
in 1951, were largely responsible.

The Bills sang on the Godfrey Show
in February and walked off with the
honors, appearing on the Godfrey
Morning Show the balance of that week.
They were really "in like a burglar"
when they sang one of Godfrey's all
time favorites on one of the morning
shows, III The Bille Ridge MOlllllaills
of Virgillia. The Schmiffs appeared on
the Lawrence Welk Top Tunes and
New Talent Show on Monday, March
18, and while the program director
didn't give them a chance to talk about
the Society, they had three singing spots.

•
"The Notecrackers of Rochester, dis

trict champions in women's barbershop
harmony, will sing this evening during
the annual barbershop quartet parade
sponsored by Buffalo Chapter of Sweet
Adelines Inc. The Buffalo Belles and
the Skeptics also will be featured ... A
top male quartet also will be heard."
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Shown above are the CONFEDERATES. of Memphis, Tennessee, current Inter
national Champions. as they offer Barbershopper L. Bert Stephens. owner-manager
of the Logo Mar Hotel in Fort Lauderdale. Florida. Confederate money for their room
accommodations when they checked out following their appearance in Ft. Lauder-

dale on this year's "Grapefruit Circuit" operated by the Florida Chapters.
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* * *
Burlington, Yermont Barbershop

pers, who for three years sponsored the
local Studeut Exchange operatiou, are
again in the midst of promoting har
mony, friendship and understanding at
home aud abroad.

A model 200-acre Youth Camp,
called Buck Lake Camp, is beiug
developed by the Vermont Church
Council (Protestant). It will be oper
ated to provide, for youth, experience
in community life under mature and
dedicated leadership and most of all,
interdenominational good fellowship.
In Burlington, St. Michael's College
(Catholic) and Ohavi Zedek Synagogue
are collaboratiug with Burlington Bar
bershoppers in promoting an [nterna
tional Harmony Parade scheduled [or
May 11.

International President Rowland
Davis has been invited to emcee the
program which will feature the Mon
treal Chapter's District Champion
Chorus, St. Michael's College Glee
Club, the Bay Statesmen of New Bed
ford, an octet from the Montpelier
chorus. Burlington Barbershoppers will
be hosts and l of course, also participate
in the program.

* * *
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Wilkes-Barre, Pa. Chapter is justly
proud of its very active community
service program in which its chorus, a
double quartet, the Clef Men and
Barrel-Housers contribute frequently
and materially to the entertainment life
of the community.

A recent three-month calendar in
cluded 16 appearances before such
varied groups as Hospitals, PTA, Ki
wanis, Lions, Irem Temple, Republican
Women, Salvation Army, Association
for the Blind and Wilkes-Barre's first
color TY show.

* * *
A really "cool" performance was re

cently produced by Winnipeg, Mani
toba Barbershoppers when some 60
members boarded buses and cars in 25
below weather to make the 50-mile
jaunt to put on their annual show for
the patients at Selkirk Mental Hospital.

Just two nights prior to that trip, they
took part in an impressive ceremony at
Children's Hospital, when a four-bed
ward, furnished by the Chapter, was
officially opened and dedicated to the
memory o[ Jack Galbraith, founder of
the Winnipeg Chapter.

* * *
(Ed: It does the heart good to print

the following letter, addressed to Fred
Seegert, Milwaukee Chapter Secretary,
by E. J. Hasley, Past President of that
ChapteL)

"Since you are the Secretary of our
SPEBSQSA Milwaukee Chapter I
thought you'd like to know of an expe
rience I had this past New Year's Eve
which made me feel proud of being a
member of our Society and the altruistic
service we render through the medium
of Barbershop harmony. The following
was my experience. About eight P.M.
that evening we crossed the intersection
by auto directly opposite the Badger
Home for the Blind. Apparently wait
ing for a street car were three people
in what I thought was a rather hazard
out place in the road. I alighted from
my auto and upon approaching them,
saw that they were blind residents o[
the home where our chapter frequently
sings. At my suggestion to assist them

i" crossing the road, I mentioned that
it was likely that we might have met
before since I was a member of the
SPEBSQSA chorus which entertained
at their home. The response was a great
big smile along with the question was I
Henry Kresnicka. That tickled me be
cause Hank knows most everybody at
the home since he makes the arrange
ments each year for the chorus appear
ance. Being told I was not, they then
told me they had heard of Hank's
recent confinement at the hospital and
sent him a get well greeting. To them
our Society brought happiness and
kindness which no money could buy.
This experience should be ample ac
knowledgment o[ the gratefulness of
these people who are so handicapped.
Our next appearance at the home will
be April 25th."

* * *
Ross Robe, Oklahoma City, reports

that his chapter has two nominees for
top International Honors.

First, there is R. L. Peebly who is 92
years young, and has been a continuous
member of the chapter for 12 years.

Second, there is R. R. Jackson, also
a 12-year chapter member, who Jives
at Anadarko, Oklahoma - 65 miles
southwest of Oklahoma City - and
has "about the best attendance record
of any member of our chapter." Besides
driving 130 miles every week to attend
chapter meetings, he has brought four
other AnadarkO men with him to be
come members.

IN TUNE WITH

CATALOGS • BOOKLETS
ANNUAL REPORTS

SALES REPRESENTATIONS
COMPANY HOUSE ORGANS

THE GRIT PRINTING CO.
745 So. Em porio, WI,hlto, Kon.
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The house that song buill. Warren, Pa. Chapler's "Harmony House" goes on sale
in April-proceeds to chorus ROHlf'S travel fund. (See March Harmonizer.)

Even muppots barbershop in Fairfax. Va. Chuck Hudson. Fairfax Chaptor, presents
"The Four Spoctacles" (not registered) popular TV artists, an award of apprecia
tion from tho Chapter. The quartet is made up of (L to R) Mushmellon. lead; Sam.

bari; Yorick. bass; Kermit. tenor.

* * *Alamo Heights (San Antonio) Tex-
as, whose ChordslIlcn will represent
Southwestern District in the 1957
chorus contest are relying heavily on a
successful show to finance their jaunt
to L.A. They are conducting an auto
mobile raffle, too, which should also
contribute materially to the travel fund.

* * *Decatur, Illinois Chapter recently
chartered a \Vabash Railroad Coach in
which 30 chapter members with wives)
friends and relatives-total party of 67
-journeyed to SI. Louis to attend SI.
Louis Chapter No, l's Festival of Bar
bershop Harmony.

All concerned had a great time sing
ing en route to and from St. Louis-saw
a great show featuring The Conieder
ates, PiUsbm'ghers, PitchHikers .and
lots of other barbershopping headliners.

Fnn and fellowship-that's Barber
shopping!

Connersville, Indiana recently took
part in a "Command Performance" over
radio station WCNB and in the process,
raised $200 for a Polio Benefit Fund.

It seems this regularly scheduled
show is called HCommand Perform
ance" and works something like tllis ...
a listener calls in to the station saying
that he will donate so much to the cause
being plugged if some particular "per
former" (local) will appear. The per
former either appears or is expected to
match the donation that the requesting
party pledged.

A local car dealer furnishes cars and
drivers who pick up performers and
donations.

Order No: DG-I {rom

S.P.E.8.S.Q.S,A.• INC.
20619 FENKEll AVE.
DETROIT 23. MICH.

25¢ per copy

NOW AVAILABLE

As Recordod on Decco Records
(1956 Chompion Chorus Album)

by

Ambassadors of Harmony
Rudy Hot/, Diree/or

Horold (Sud) Aroerg's greol orrongemenl 0'
IIGeel But I'm Lonesome"
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COLOR.

Harmonizers
of

Berkeley, California, home of the
1956 Far Western District Champion
Chorus, recently rated a great two-page
spread in "Parade" section of the "Oak
land Tribune"-a fine write-up for the
Society and for Berkeley Barber
shoppers.

Till! HARMONIZI!R-JuNI!, 1957 27



BARBERSHOP vs. NON.BARBERSHOP

By PAUL DePAOLIS, Chairmal/, Barbershop Craft Committee

Congratulations to the Executive Committee and the In
ternatioual Board of Directors on their decision to buy the
Kenosha) Wisconsin site for OUf permanent headquarters. It
will be a veritable inspiration to future Barbershop Craft
Committees. We can visualize a special acoustically-treated
room set aside for Barbershop Craft. This room should have
files teeming with music, treatises on all the many phases of
barbershop harmony, apparatus and gimmicks for demon
strating pitch, chord harmony, or what-have-you. There
should also be in this dream room, movie and sound-visual
projectors, a good tape recorder, a hi-fi phonograph rig with
good speakers. Here, the visiting barbershoppers can browse
and soak up barbershop craft by the hour.

Barbershol' versus Nou-Barbershop Harmouy
At last there is a move to crack down on the use of uon

barbershop harmony by Society quartets. Dick Svanoe,
Arrangement Category Specialist of the C&J Committee, has
issued an ultimatum to all registered quartets, and to ar
rangers, coaches, certified judges and candidates, that pretty
well spells out what is or is not BARBERSHOP.

In effect this memorandum charges competing quartets
and contest judges with the responsibility of preservil/g
barbershop harmony. To clear up al'Y misunderstandings,
Dick starts out by defining barbershop harmony according
to music text books:

"The use of a succession of dominant 7th chords borrowed
from related keys and resolving through the circle of fifths
or chromatically, is often called 'Barbershop Harmol/Y'."

Although this is not the whole story the predominating use
of dominant 7ths is the single most identifying characteristic
of barbershop harmony that we are attempting to preserve.

Dick goes on to explain the definition as follows:
A. DOMINANT 7th is the same as that which we call

Barbershop 7th. There are only 12 of them in exist
ence, although each may have several dozen different
voicings (as explained in his previous article in this
column, page 29, March 1957 HARMONIZER). Each of
the 12 keys represented by the clock (see your Supple
ment to the Judging Rules) has one and only one of
these dominant 7th chords. It is the chord built on the
5th step of the diatonic scale ...
To Sllln np the barbershop 7th chord, it cau always
be identified when placed in the root position (see page
28, 2nd column, March 1957 HARMONIZER) by the
characteristic major triad topped by a minor 3rd, It
can be identified in singing by the familiar locked-in
ring (when properly tuned), a sensation no other
chord can give you. I'm sure most of you have dis-
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covered it. If you have a good quartet and have not
found it, chances are great that you are not singing

'barbershop harmony.
B. CIRCLE OF FIFTHS is another way of saying clock

system. Refer to all of Molly Reagan's very fine articles
on that subject.

C. CHROMATICALLY means by half-step. The rules
for chord progression can frequently be broken with
out penalty if the voices move chromatically. The ear
must be the final judge of this technique.

If barbershop singing were limited to only barbershop 7th
chords, it would eventually become sterile and trite. It is only
natural that what was good enough for the Bartlesville
Bar-flies and the Flat Foot Four is not what they'd be singing
today if they were intact. Our arrangers are always looking
for new sounds. There are also times when the melody will
not permit us to use a barbershop 7th chord without destroy
ing the underlying harmonic stmcture of the song. For that
reaSOH, we use an occasional 6th, 9th, augmented, dimin
ished, or very rarely a major 7th. We also can hold off the
resolution to a barbershop 7th by the use of passing tones,
suspensions, anticipations, and neighboring tones. All of
these have their place as a complement to the barbershop 7th
chord. As a matter of fact the barbershop 7th chord sounds
much better to us if, by the use of these techniques, we, as
listeners, have been forced to wait for it for a few seconds,
But all of these other chords and techniques must not be
used as ends in themselves. They must not be left hanging.
As barbershop listeners and judges, our ears demand a reso
lution or cadence to that old familiar, soul-satisfying ring. As
singers you should also demand it. If yOIl do 1I0t, yOIl are not
sillging barbershop, and have not the moral right to call
yOllrselves a barbershop qllartet, even though you have regis
tered and paid your dues." These are true words, and Dick
says the Society means it, and he as Chairman of the Arrange~

ment Category, means it.
The easiest way to stay out of trouble is to pick songs

which lend themselves easily to barbershop harmony. With
all the wonderful songs available, why pick such songs as
September Song, Cocktails for Two, Charmail/e and others.
They do not lend themselves well to barbershop harmony,
even though they can be sung beautifully and artistically. As
a matter of fact, we like them very much, but they are I/ot
barbershop.

After having selected the right song, make sure that the
prevailing harmony is barbershop 7th harmony as described
above. If it gives you that hloozy, razz-rna-tazz, up-in-the-air
feeling, you should discard the song or have it checked by an
expert who can resolve the cadences into the old familiar
barbershop ring.
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BARBERSHOP CHAIT, Continned

In his instructions to the arrangement judges (with copies
to all registered quartets), Svanoe says: "You are charged
with the responsibility of preservillg barbershop harmony.
It's a really rough responsibility because some of these quar
tets can sing so beautifully that they will sweep you off your
feet. In your listening, don't get trapped in your search for a
given chord, which if you hear it once, makes up your mind
for you that the song is or is not barbershop. No single chord
can make a song all right or all wrong. Sit back and listen
to the whole song. If the prevailing harmony is barbershop
7th, there should be no penalty for appropriate and artistic
lise of minor 7ths, 6ths, minor triads, 9ths, augmenteds, and
diminished chords as means to an end. But if the good solid
resolution at the end of the phrase, or the completion of the
swipe, or anywhere else that your ear tells you to expect it
I say, if that never arrives, I want you to clobber that quartet,
BUT GOOD. To quote the rules, Article 20-4(c) says,
'Songs that are harmonized in a manner that is contrary to
the traditional paHern and style of barbershop harmony,
shall be penalized the full number of points at the disposal
of the (arrangement) judge.' The rules go on to say that
'upon a majority vote of the judges of HA, YE, B&B and

. ARR, the quartet shall be summarily disqualified.' At the
PiHsburgh Meeting of the C&J CommiHee this was thought
to be impractical and a change in the rules will be suggested
for action by the International Board in Los Angeles. If the
Arrangement judge uses his full power, i.e.-'full power of
points,' we feci, as a committee, that the creeping disease of
modern harmony can be halted ...

1\ ••• I hope that quartets and arrangers do 110t feel that
these admonitions limit their efforts to too great an extent. I
certainly lVallt them to be limited to barbershop harmony
and style. Within those limitations there are a host of won
derful sounds, rhythmic patterns, and dynamic treatments
with which you can thrill judges as well as audiences. Why
go all around the world when you have an Acre of Diamonds
in your back yard? Best of luck to all of you, and may the
best 'Barbershop' quartet win!"-Dick Svanoe.

'Nuff said. You quartets had beHer do a lillie soul search
ing, and help Dick and the Society preserve barbershop
harmony.

Charlotte (Mrs. Charlie) Hecking asks us to
pass on the following message, it being com
pletely impossible for her to personally acknowl
edge all of the expressions of goodwill sent on to
Charlie after his illness reported in the March
HARMONIZER.

"First of all I want to thank all of the
wonderful Barbershoppers throughout the
country for their goodness and kindness to
both of us. There aren't any words to ex
press our gratitude ... we brought Cbarles
back to Chicago to Ravenswood Hospital
... Just how long he will be in the hospital,
I don't know."

Ed: It never rains but . .. since we received this
letter from Charlotte, she is in a neck cast
becallse 0/ a slipped disc.
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O. H. "KING" COLE
Past International President

A DREAlVl COME TRUE
By O. H. KING COLE

It was Christmas, 1949, during my second term as Inter
national President, when I sent out a card to my barber
shopper friends, telling them of my dream of an International
Headqnarters Shrine for our Society.

I pictured an imposing structure, from which the Society
could conduct its business and also be a veritable Treasure
House, rich in barbershop lore. On the walls I could see
pictures of the International Champion Quartets and promi
nent barbershoppel's who had brought the Society to its
present position. I saw the library filled with historical docu
ments and data of our Society-a supply of publications
covering every phase of Society activity-Old Songs, Song
Arrangements and Recordings available for quartet and
chorus use. There were sound-proof studios suitable for
recording and televising-Classrooms where courses were
given in choral direction, community singing, emceeing,
judging, quartet training, production of parades, stage effects,
in fact in all phases of barbershopping presided over by
barbershoppers who excel in the various categories.

All of this I expected to materialize from generous con
tributions from our members. The Christmas card Hdream"
evoked considerable interest. Something of this kind was what
the Society needed to insure its permanence and stability as
well as to stimulate further growth.

The revival of barbershop quartet singing fiJled a niche in
the hearts of many. Here was something the world had been
waiting for. Anything that could give so much pleasure to
so many people in all walks of life, deserved preservation
and encouragement.

And now we have a home for it ali.
There isn't a barbershopper who won't thrill with the

pride of Society ownership of the choice Kenosha property.
It is worth everyone of us digging down in our jeans to
contribute generously to the fund so we can move into the
new quarters and start an expansion movement that won't
stop until we have sought out Harmony-lovers everywhere
and established flourishing chapters in every nook and corner
of America.

Our Heritage is to llKeep America Singing." Owning our
own International Home will give Ollr Society permanence
and will hasten the fulfillment of our lofty purposes.
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OVER THE

· .. ufn the center section of your
March HARMONIZER was a picture and
some descriptive material of a HOME
in Kenosha, Wisconsin. WOW! We
really have something to SING ABOUT
. . . This act climaxes eight years of
dreaming, planning and investigating.
The June issue of the HARMONIZER ...
a review of the project's history and
will also contain outlines of the many
plans being laid to provide greatly ex
panded services for OUf District, OUf

Chapters and OUR MEMBERS."
"Barbershop News"
Ft. Lallderdale, Fla. Chapter

* * *
· .. The following telegram speaks

for itself:

"BE IT EVER SO PALATIAL
THERES NO PLACE LIKE
HOME HIP HIP HOORAY
WOW CONGRATULATIONS
CONGRATULATIONS CON
GRATULAnONS"

From: Sail Diego Chapter

* * *
· .. "It gives me great pleasure to

send the enclosed check $100, as my
payment of my pledge to the Expansion
Fund. I am very happy that at last our
great Society will have a suitable home."

George O. Prallspill-/llt'I. Board
Member-Milford, COIIII.

* * *
· .. "I am attaching the $100 I

pledged in Pittsburgh toward the com
pletion of the Fund. I trust that all who
pledged will promptly send their mouey
since I'm sure you need it for a backlog
for immediate expenses."

Herb Wall-Presidellt C.S.A.
Sprillgfield, Mo.

30

... "I am in full accord with action
being taken and will forever be grateful
for the thoughtful and carefully planned
program being followed in purchasing
our Society headquarters. OUf new
Kenosha home represents stability."

fos. E. Lewis-First 1111'1 Vice
Presidellt-DaJlas l Texas

* * *
... "Naturally I am vitally interested

in OUf new Headquarters project. Nat
urally, too, 1 am gratified that its loca
tion will be 'in the Chicago Area.' I am
full of visions of the many new and
important services which are being
planned."

Robert Hackel/brough-Past 1111'1
Board Member-Brookfield, Ill.

* * *
. "Having just had the opportun

ity to actually visit our new home, I am
even 1U0re impressed with the meaning
and importance of this historic step in
Society affairs. It is a home truly worthy
o[ our ever increasing stature and
prestige. II

O. B. F"lls, II/r'l. Vice Pres.
Los Altos, Calif.

* * *
. "It is a fine opportunity to give

greater dignity to the Society. I have
every confidence that the project will

BARBERSHOPPERS
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fl'OlIt $450 U]1
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one 01 Kelloslw's better jewelers

be enthusiastically supported by every
member of our Society."

R. George A dams
Pal"til/e, 11/.

* * *
WORDS OF PRAISE

"Dear Bob:
At the severe risk of becoming

branded a radical, I am writing with
regard to some of the Barbershop shows
[ have seen of late, and in particular,
on many an article I have seen in differ
ent Barbershop publications, all of
which scream that our shows are much
too long, and, therefore, we are losing
our andiences right and left.

· .. Certainly, we all know that some
shows are obviously too long, and the
majority are branded as such, rather
than too short.

· .. Let us not try to load our shows
more and more with top talent, only to
call them short because of a rigid show
schedule. It is much smarter to use
local talent as much as is feasible, and
then hire comparatively few guest quar
tets and let them sing as much as the
audience desires to hear them.

W"rrel/ f. (Bllzz) Haeger"

* * *
· .. "I was looking through the March

HARMONIZER and came across the
article by Luther Sletten, Chairman of
the Ethics Committee. He covers a sub
ject which has been my greatest pet
peeve with our Society for all time. I
would not stop at trying to "clean up"
the stories which members of our quar
tets impose on the audiences, I would
go further and try to eliminate them
entirely or reduce them to a bare mini
mum.

· .. I realize there is a happy medium
and the interjection of a short, snappy
remark or story occasionally does add
to the program. However, in my
opinion, it is being far overdone and is
hurting our shows. These are my senti
menls, take them for what they are
worth.

Nelsoll T. White"
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The Books
"SONGS FOR MEN"

as well as Ihe loose leaf
arrangemenfS published

by the Socief>', arl'

cnglavl'lJ and primed
by

2801 W. 41TH ST.• CHICAGO 32, ILLINOIS

The following is quoted from an
article by S. Richard Uday published
in THE SKYLINER magazine:
(Detroit, Mich.) "Probably the long
est-titled organization in existence in the
United States, if not in the ,vorld, is the
S,P.E.B.S.Q.S.A., which stands for the
Society for the Preservation and En
couragement of Barber Shop Singing in
America-Incorporated, that is.

uFor sixteen years we have gone
along blissfully unaware of the annual
Concert and Parade of Barber Shop
Quartets by the Detroit chapter of the
many-worded society. On this: the
seventeenth year, we learned with some
surprise and considerable pleasure what
it was all about.

"To those who think they wonld be
bored to death by the endless monotony
of one quartet after another harmoniz
ing the way dad or grandpa did, bc
assured by one who knows that the
Barbershoppers provide much more
than that.

"True, we had come to the magnifi
cent edifice known as the Henry and
Edsel Ford Auditorium prepared to be
lulled into a state of semi-consciousness
on the heels of Sweet Adeline, DOlIIll
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By The Old Mill Strealll and similar
other over-worked nostalgics.

"But we were brought sharply to our
senses by genuine showmanship on the
part of what we presume are at best
semi-amateurs. Not alone was there
excellent harmonizing, but there was
considerable comedy and remarkable
costuming.

"These fellows possess a fine sense of
timing, dubbing in huge chunks of
humor throughout their singing, And,
the funny stuff, .while not always new,
was in many ways better than a lot of
tired-out material delivered by many
night club comics.. "

* * *
"GENTLEmen:

Who reads proof on the HARMON
IZER?

On page two (2) of the current
March issue, you print that 'Dick
Svanoe is Director of the Rock Island,
Illinois Chapter Chorus.'

For the first time in the history of
our chapter, we top the nation by hav
ing the tops of all Directors in charge
of our Chapter Chorus-and who gets
the credit? Rock ISLAND-Yipes!

... Get out your map and you will
notice ROCKFORD is the 'top of Illi
nois!" (and incidentally, Kenosha is
just about like in our back yard). So
get up on your geography, boys
'cause you'll be neighbors with us real
soon!

CHORDially yours,
"Hob" Evans
Rockford Chapter President
plus 81 other Members!"

(Ed. As 0111' proofreader disappeal'ed
ol'el' the hill, he Ihl'ell' his SP jlldging
certificate away.)

* * *
"WHAT, NO CLOSE HARMONY?

Dear Sirs:
A Barbershop (The Face of Amer

ica, Feb. 2 Saturday Evening Post) is
indeed, c••• far, far, more than a place
to get your hair cut ... (a place)
where hot towels Hnd balming lotions
smooth away man's tensions.' It is the
birthplace of that great and traditional
American institution, the barbershop
quartet.

\Vith that many men -6- (re[erring
to picture) present when photographer
Ivan Dmitri took his picture, it is hard

to understand why some close harmon
izing wasn't in process.

lallles E. Roeber (bass)
Sec'y-Treas., Society for the Preserva
tion alld Encouragemellt of Barbershop
Quartet Singing ill America, IlIc., Cill
ciwzati, Ohio Chapter."
(Above lctter publishcd March 16 Saturday
Evening Post.)

* * *
CQ-CQ-CQ-has more than the

usual meaning to the Mid-Atlantic Dis
trict. There, it calls everyone to the
Chorus-Quartet Fundi With 5 qualify
ing quartets as well as a big chorus to
transport to Los Angeles, it'll be a lot
of fund, too. [Ed. O.K., I apologize.]

* * *
.. . Ulan Wasson, mentioned above,

was a guest with a purpose. Just re
cently discharged from service, he tried
in every way possible to find the meet
ing night and place of our local barber
shopping. Failing, he appealed to a
radio station. Spook Beckman, a well
known jock, didn't know either, so he
put it on the air ... a listener called in
the information."

"BUCKEYE BARBERSHOP"
Bllckeye (ColulIlbus, Ohio) Chapler

]]
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BURLINGTON, ONTARIO. . Chartered
February II, 1957 ... Sponsored by Ham
ilton, Ontario .. 25 Members ... Ed.
Tribe, 5 Johnson Drive, Roseland Heights,
Burlington, Ontario, Secretary ... Melville
Johnson, 1225 No.2 Highway, Wes!., Bur
lington, Ontario, President.

IRVINGTON, NEW JERSEY ... Chartered
February 12, 1957 Sponsored by New-
ark, New Jersey 24 Members ...
De,rnard F. Heel', 147 Lexington Avenue,
Maplewood, New Jersey. Secretary ...
Maurice M. Treihart, 92 Lincoln Place,
Irvington, New Jersey, President.

QUEEN CITY, MERIDIAN, MISSISSIPPI
... Chartered February 13, 1957 Spon-
sored by Magnolia, Jackson, ~ Iississippi
... 60 Members ... Arthur Grider, 2102
24th Avenue. Meridian, Mississippi, Sec
retary ... Dr. W. Z. Ray. 3453 Grandview
Avenue, Meridian, Mississippi, President.

HOOKER, OKLAHOMA . Chartered
February 18, 1957 ... Sponsored by Top
O' Texas, Pampa, Texas ... 23 "Members

Dalc L. Roberts, Hooker, Oklahoma,
Secretary . '.' Fields Hathorn, Hooker,
Oklahoma, President.

RED DEER, ALBERTA ... Chartered Feb
ruary 19, 1957 ... Sponsored by Calgary,
Alberta. . 41 Members .. Darrell
Sheridan. 4928 51st Street, Red Deer.
Alberta, Secretary, , . Herman Schaetzle,
c/o Carlings Drcwcf}', Red Deer, Alberta,
President.

MT. HOOD, PORTLAND, OREGON ...
Chartered February 22, 1957 Spon-
sored by Portland, Oregon 23 Mem-
bers ... John H. Peters. 52 N.W. 2nd
Street, Gresham, Oregon, Secretary , ..
Wendell 1. Wolgamott, 905 S.E. 70th
Street, Portland, Oregon, President.

FLINT, MICHIGAN ... Chartered Febru
ary 27, 1957 ... Sponsored by Cherry
County, Traverse City, ~'lichigi\Jl ... 20
Mcmbers ... Fred Hienitz, 11610 Schram
Strcet, Grand Blanc, Michigan. Secretar~'

... Willis D. Butler, 1429 Belle Avenue,
Flint, 6, Ivlichigan, President and Principal
Organizer.

PASCAGOULA, MOSS POINT, MISSIS
SIPPI ... Chartered February 28, 1957 ..
Sponsored by Mobile, Alabama ... 21
Members ... Principal Organizers, Nolley
Byrd and W. Douglas Harwell, Jr.. .
George W. Noe, Jr., Route I, Box 556B,
Pascagoula, Mississippi, Secretary

32

Nolley Byrd, 1602 13th ~treet, Pascagoula.
Mississippi, President ... \Y. Douglas
Harwell. Jr.. 801 Crescent Drive, Pasca
goula, Mississippi, Chorus Director.

TULLAHOMA, TENNESSEE ... Chartered
March 7. 1957 ... Sponsored by Capitol
City, Nashville, Tennessee, .. 21 Mem
bers ... Wm. Wilkinson, 207 Peachtree,
Tullahoma, Tenne,ssee, Secretary ... F. A.
Smith, 502 Hardison, Tullahoma, Tennes
see, President ... PaulO. Koetitz. 308
Steagall, Tullahoma, Tennessee, Chorus
Director.

NEW BETHLEHEM, PENNSYLVANIA
Chartered March 12, 1957 Sponsored
by Brookville, Pennsylvania 22 Mem-
bers ... Kenneth Woodall, 221 Washington
Street, New Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, Sec
retary. . W. A. Seelbach, 519 Ked
Avenue, New Bethlehem, Pennsylvania,
President and Principal Organizer ...
William Andrews, Wood Street, New Beth
lehem, Pennsylvania, Chorus Director.

LYRATONE BARBERSHOPPERS, LAW
RENCE, MASSACHUSETTS ... Char
tered March 18, 1957 .. Sponsored by
Haverhill, Massachusetts ... 31 Members
... John Stllndza, 64 Avon Street, Law
rence, Massachusetts, Secretary ... John
Stockelin, 153 Merrimack Street, Methuen,
Massachusetts, President.

PORT HOPE, COBURG, ONTARIO ...
Chartered March 25, 1957 ... Sponsored
by Toronto, Ontario ... 21 l\'tembers .. ,
Don Skitch, 223 Walton Street. Port Hope,
Ontario, Secretary ... John H. Lyons, 161
Ontario Street, Port Hope, Ontario. Presi
dent.

TOMS RIVER, NEW IERSEY ... Chartered
March 27, 1957 Sponsored by Asbury
Park, New Jersey 24 Members .
Williston Teller, 674 Hill Road. Toms
River, New Jersey, Secretary ... Ford U.
Ross, 311 Pine Street, Lakehurst, New
Jersey. President.

MERRIMAC, PORTSMOUTH, VIRGINIA
... Chartered March 28, 1957 ... Spon
sored by Hampton Roads, Virginia ... 20
J\'lembcrs ... C. E. Montzingo, 20 Elliott
Street, Portsmouth, Virginia, Secretary ...
James E. Reel, 13 Lee Crescent Street.
Portsmouth, Virginia, President.

SUFFOLK COUNTY, NO. I, BAY SHORE,
NEW YORK .. Chartered March 28,
1957 ... Sponsored by Westchester and
Nassau, New York ... 22 Members, ..
Robert Welch, 61 Linden Street, Massa
pequa, New York, Secretary ... Martin
Christiansen, 352 East Forks Road, Bay
Shore, New York, President.

SANTA BARBARA, CALIFORNIA ...
Chartered April I, 1957 ... Sponsored by
Ventura County, California .. , 45 Mem
bers ... Robert Walkins. 142 La Vista
Grande Drive, Santa Barbara, California,
Secretary ... Robert P. Wilke, 2016 Emer
son Avenue, Santa Barbara, California,
President.

FONTANA, CALIFORNIA ... Chartered
April 2, 1957. . Sponsored by Pomona
VaHey, California ... 21 Members, ..
Frank Gilmore, 9311 Palm Lane, Fontana,
California. Secretary ... John E. Brown,
757 W. Park, Ontario, California, Presi
dent.

CDMIHG
VERTS

AS REPORTED TO THE
lNTERNATIONAL OFFICE BY

DISTRICT SECRETARIES
THROUGH WHOM ALL

DATES MUST BE CLEARED

(AIJ el'ents are parades unless otherwise
specified. Perso/ls planning to attend these
e\'l'/If.~ should reconfirm dates witli the

spollsoring chapter or district.)

May 3-Nassall County. N. Y.; Elgin, 111.
3-4..:....-Milwaukee. Wis. Land 0' Lakes Re

gional Preliminary.
3-4-5-Sa!em, Ore. Evergreen Regional Pre

liminary.
4-Topeka, Kan. Central States Regional

Preliminary; Berkeley, Calif. Far West
ern Regional Preliminary.; Olean N. Y.
Seneca Land Regional Preliminary;
Hamilton. Ont.; New Bedford Mass.;
Brooklyn N. Y.; Union City N. J.; New
London Conn.; Lawrenceburg (Dear
born Cty.) Ind.; Starke County (Canton)
Ohio; Aurora m.

ID-Muskegon 1\'lich.; Portland, Me.
10-1 I-East Aurora, N. Y.
1I-Enid. Okla. Southwestern Regional Pre

liminary; Manistee, Mich.; Richland
Center Wis.; Providence, R. 1.; Laconia,
N. H.; Stevens Point Wis.; Peninsula,
Calif.; Benton Harbor. Mich.; Ridge
wood. N. L; Fargo. N. D.; St. Paul.
Minn,; Haverhill, l\hss.; Pekin, Ill.;
Louisville, Ky.; Burlington, Vt.; Ottawa,
Ont.; Alton, Ill.; Edmonton, Alta.;
Avocado Empire (Fallbrook) Calif.

11-12-Dayton·Suburban, Ohio Johnny Ap-
pleseed Regional Preliminary.

15-Doylestown, Ohio,
17-Holland Mich.
18-Montreal, Que. District Chorus Contest.;

Bradford Pa.; Asbury Park, N. J.;
Superior, Wis.; South Haven, Mich..

19-Columbus, Ohio District Chorus Con-
test.; Marinette, Wis.

24-Albion (Maple City) Mich.
25-Cleveland, Ohio; Yakima, Wash.; Marl

boro Mass.; Appleton Wis.; Indian
Wells Valley Calif.; Oneonta, N. Y.;
Moore County (Dumas) Tex.; New
Bethlehem, Pa.

June I-Hudson, N, Y.; Warsaw, N. Y.;
Nashua. N. H.

8-Kingswood, W. Va.; Salem, Ore.; Lake
Washington (Seattle, Wash.)

13-Bcrkeley, Calif.
19-23-Los Angeles. Calif. International

Convention.

July 3-San Gabriel, Calif.

Angusl 17-Mio (Oscoda Cty.) Mich.
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((Uhere'J fiolJ
in lhem lhar hillJ"

By DECK SVANOE
Chail'/l1(/fl, Prospecth'e Services 10 Alelllbers Sub-Co111miltee

1 want to report for "Prospectors" Floyd Connett, Rudy
Hart, lvlarty l'vlendro, and selL \Ve have gOlle over our new
home, square foot by square foot and have come to the con
clusion that Kenosha offers a rare opportunity to provide
mallY of the services to members which we have not here
tofore been able to give. Yes Sir, "There's gold in them thar
hills. "

Let's get really serious for a few minutes and ask ourselves
this question. "Where lies the bright future for our beloved
Society?"

Does it lie in a super staff in idyllic surroundings all Lake
Michigan dedicated to the perpetuation of records? You say
110, we say I/O, everybody says I/O. \Ve love our beautiful
home in Kenosha, no mistake about that, but if our ambition
ends there, we've lost the battle, haven't we?

Does it lie in a district staff, weU-organized and emdent,
and getting out a couple of reports a year? With all respect
to our fine district staffs and all the help they give us, we all
know that's not the answer either.

Does it Iie--you guessed it, and you're so right! It lies in
healthy chapters with good solid musical and administrative
leadership. It lies in interesting meetings where good songs
well sung can both be heard and participated in by the full
membership. After a good evening of satisfying song, there's
the fellowship, the "coffee and," then more singing. Some
evenings there's the trip to the TB San, The Veterans Hos
pital or the Old Peoples Home to sing for the most apprecia
tive audiences in the world. There's the interchapter visit,
the summer steak fry and concert in the park, the glow of
pride in the accomplishment of your local quartets. All these
things make a lively, healthy chapter, the kind you want to
belong to.

lf the above description doesn't fit your chapter, if your
chapter looks like it might fold in 1957 or 1958, let me ask
you this question. Do you think things would be looking up
if Marty Melldro, or Luke Sletten, or Ozzic Westley, or Rudy
Hartl or Bud Leabo, or Floyd Connett moved to town and
joined your chapter? You bet they would! Things would
really look up, because these men could give your chapter
the kind of musical leadership we wish everyone of our 600
chapters could have.

\Vell, let's quit wishing and get the job done. Kenosha
facilities and the "Expansion Fund n will provide the oppor
tunity if every chapter comes through with their quota con
tribution.

It goes like this. Ninny chapters or prospective chapters
have inadequate musical leadership. "tvlaybe your very fine
director moved away. \\'hat are you going to do? ff you can't
get an adequate replaccment your interest will wanel your
funds will soon be depleted, and you'll be in serious trouble.
Isn't this the history of many of our defunct chapters? Wc
belicve it is.

If you as a chapter find yourself in that kind of a predica
ment, would you be willing to send one oC your brightest,
most enthusiastic members to a full week course in "How to
Become a Barbershop Chorus Director"? \Vould you be
willing to pay his expenses if he agreed to take a week of his
vacation on the shores of Lake tvtichigan at Kenosha? Would
the District be willing to share some of these expenses i.E
need be? I think the answer would be yes if the Society could
provide competent instruction.

'We all know that "one swallow doesn't make a summer,"
neither does one week make a chorus director. But I think
the results would astound us all, if 20 men with some musical
ability and background and with plenty of barbershop ambi
tion were to spend a week together in a Choral 'Norkshop
under the direction of some of our best leaders in that field.

Our new home in Kenosha offers us the facilities for the
Choral Workshop, Judges' Clinics, Arrangers' Workshop,
Lcadership Training, and many others. But we need the man
power, and that's up to you! This committee fondly hopes
that you will oversubscribe the "Expansion Fund" so that
we can hire at least two (maybe only one to start) full-time
field men to carryon this "Prospective Service to Members."
They would not only conduct workshops at Kenosha, but
would also visit your locale or area or district and give you
the kind of pick-up you need, when the occasion calls for it.

So we say, it's UP 1'0 YOU. The suggested contribution
from your chapter is discussed elsewhere in this special issue
of the HARl\'lON1ZER. This committee feels that, with our
move to permanent headquarters, we are on the threshold of
a new era in laying n solid foundation for our hobby. To
recapitulate, the emphasis is going to be on service to chap
ters and chapter members. \Ve think that a chapter that has
(I) capable chorus leadership, (2) 3 or 4 fine quartets, ancl
(3) good administrative leadership, will not only attract
members, but will participate with much credit to SPEB
SQSA in the life of the community. It's a three-legged stool
-all are equally important. It is in these three fields that we
want to develop a "service to members" program. If you
have ideas on how this can be done, we would appreciate
your suggestions along with your contributions.

\\'e wish we would have been in a position to approach all
of you on this subject many years ago. \Ve think charity is
wonderful. ft has meant much to all of us that we have
donated several hundred thousand dollars to charities in our
various communities over the last t 9 years. We hope we can
continue to do that. But isn't NOW the time for us to pause
and remember that "CHARITY BEGINS AT HOME"?
Look around you at other fraternal orgnnizations-they do it
that way-why don't we?

We think you wiJl come through-that's why we are
nlrcady laying plans.
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GOING?
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INTERNA T10NAL

CONTEST

LOS ANGELES

JUNE 19-23

on United. Dest way to tr<tvel-fast illld comfortable. Best way to
arrive-relaxed and ready. Dest way to return-leave later, ha\'c morc

time (and fun) at thc convention. United links 80 cities coast to coast
... oITers schedules around the clock ilnd fares that go cas)' on the budgct

including an economical half· fare family plan (United believes
husbands like to take their wives along 10 conventions). For information

amI rescl'\'aliollS, call United or nil authorized travel agent. When yOll go,

FLY UNITED
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