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DA SWEET AS APPLE CIDER

This great song of 1903 is the newest in the Society’s series
of free music. Sometime before June first copies of the song
will be distributed to all chapter secretaries. If you don't receive
yonr copy by that date give your secretary a nudge.

Your chorus and quartets will have a great time learning
this fine arrangement done by Dearborn, Michigan Barbershopper
Roger Craig.
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1963 BANNER CHAPTER HAD UPS AND DOWNS

Examine it... Break it Down... Embellish it. ..

Bend it to Your Will..

. But DO SOMETHING!

By W. D. (Der) Markham
Public Relations Officer and Bulletin Editor
68 Altadore Crescent, Woodstock, Ontario

There is an old adage that "things happen in threes” and jt
has applied of late to the Woodstock, Ontario Chapter—two
Public Relations awards followed closely by recogninon as top
chapter in SP.EB.S.QS.A. for membership increase and reten-
ton in 1963. The latter automatically labels Woodstock as
“Banner Chapter 1963” in Ontacio Districe.

This is basicaly a membership story, embracing the usual
membership problems in a chapter, but at the outset we caution
that we are not dispensing a magic formula to maintain or in-
crease membership. We will, however, give you two pertinent
words—organization and planning! Should remedial member-
ship action be imminent in your Chapter (and we hope not) our
plan of attack as laid our herewith may or may not be your an-
swer. Bue ir could be rhe nucleus of a plan for you. Examine it
——break it down—embellish it—bend it to your will, buc DO
SOMETHING! Plan and organize, and we're certain chac the
results will surprise and delight you.

From a once-proud membership of 57, we had dwindled ro
about half that number, just enough to retain our charcer. The
reasons? The usual membership problems which beser a chapter
now and again. They all seemed to descend on Woodstock en
maire—illness, employmenc transfers, too many activities, in-
sufficient time. moves o other areas. phis rhe occasional “don'e
like the way this ourfir is run.” Reasons valid or otherwise, our
members sermed to be gerting knocked off like ducks in =
shooting gallery.

WOODSTOCK FACED UP TO PROBLEMS

The situation was serious, so a group of directors, past presi-
dents and chapter stalwarts held a meeting prior 1o the opening
of the active fall schedule, and decided upon the following
modns operandi. A frank letrer to be sent to current members,
outlining the situation, no punches pulled—a “do you or do you
not wanc a chapter in Woodstock, and if you do, are you will-
ing to do somerhing about it?” sorc of directive. Naturally, guests
must fit into the picture somewhere, so instead of a prolonged
two to four week membership drive which we had used in past
ycars, we decided upon a bang-up ene-nighter, engineered to
impress the guests with both our harmony in song and in fel-
lowship.

Ir seemed logical to go “home” for some assistance—rto Lon-
don Chapter which had sponsored Woodstock ten years previ-
ously. President Carl Church, lmmediate Past President Bob
Parker and Membership Chairman Dick Killinger took their
ideas to Jim Turner of London, outlined the existing situation
in Woodstock, and took renewed hope in his approval of the
plans to date, plus the stimulus of his additional ideas. A dace
was set and London agreed to help with whatever we felt
necessary.

Nothing was slipshod. Plans were finalized well in advance
of the membership night, and Chaprer members wete brought

2

completely into the picwure, with the accent on "bring a guest
—cvery one of you” Most membership drives will fail for
lack of two things—organization and cocperation of members!
This one dida't fail—it worked wonders!! Guests came, London
Chorus and quartets impressed all presenc, and a little craft was
taught—Tlots of singing, nor too much talk. :

After the smoke had cleared, we found the guests coming
back to the next meering, and the following ones too. To shorten
the story, our Woodstock Chapter bounced righr back wirh a
previously nnheard-of membership increase, and we were as
surprised as anyone.

FIRST YOU HAVE TO ATTRACT GUESTS

However impressive the program to be staged on “member-
ship night,” it would have been valueless sufess guests and
prospective members were on hand to be impressed. Thac al-
ways seems to be the most clusive part of any membecship
drive—herding in the prospects. This is important enough te
dwell upon briefly, so step by step, we followed this procedure.

(1) each Chapter member supplied a list of suitable guests
and prospects.

(2) a personal letter was mailed to each prospect, inviting
him to the membership night.

(3) immediately after receiving cthe letcer, the prospece ré-
ceived a phone call from his “spansot” who suggested
that he would call for the guest on the night of the
“big show” and of coutse drive him home afrerwards,

(4) on succeeding nights, the prospect was called for and
taken home again, if he so wished, and made to feel
wanted and welcome.

One orher impormant point—the entire gachering on the
membership night was taught a new piece of music, one that
none of us had seen befote, so of course the reaction of the
guests was "I learned that number and sang it just like the ex-
petienced Bacbershoppers—I'm more capable than I chought”

Some comments from new members, after joining—"you
worked and yet it was fun!"—"you made me feel that I would
fir in"—"unusual fellowship"—and many other like temarks.

Woodstock Chapter, chartered in 1952 under the sponsorship
of the London, Onuwario Chapter (home of the now-famous
Nighthawks quartet and the Men of Accord chorus), has always
been a “communicy-service-minded” chapter, and over the
yeats has been active in hospital appearances, church work, dis-
aster relief programs, and the many other facets of community
service work, Scholarships to secondary school students contribu-
ting to the musical life of the school and to students attending
United Narions seminars and music festivals have also been a
part of cthe chaptet’s recognition program. However, along |
1962 there came to life an efforr to be known as “"Opetatic.
Bus,” whereby 4 new bus was o be purchased by the Wood-
stock Chapter and donated to the Woodstock and District
“Blossom Park™ School for Rewatded Children.
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OPERATION BUS STEAMROLLED CHAPTER

This plan, set up under the co-chairmanship of Jerry Carne
and Ken Livingstone, far exceeded in magnitude anything here-
to-for attempced by Woodsiock Chaprer Funds were raised
rhrough concerts given in various nearby communirties, and
Woodstock was very generously supported by other Onrario
Juartets and choruses in staging these shows. Finally a gigantic
Auction Sale under the guidance of Alan Gilmour and Bill
Hawkins climaxed the drive for funds and the Harmony Bus
was paid for. Over a period of two years Woodstock Chaprer
enjoyed some excellent publicity and public relations for Opera-
tion Bus, ultimately resulting in an unexpected International
SPLBSQSA. award for Public Relations, announced at the
1963 Toronto Silver Anniversary Convenrion.

Still another award came to roosr in Woodstock when rhis
scribe was surprised with ao individual P.R. recognition by then
Ontario Presidenr Ed MacKay at our 1962 annual Hi-Lires in
Harmony parade. Operation Bus was also written up, complete
with photographs, in the Harmonizer, March-April 1962.

Woodstock Chapter is proud of having served Districe and
Society with rhe work of several outstanding Barbershoppers
over the years. Ken Livingstone, Chapter chorus director for
over eight years, contributed in many ways. As Districe Crafe
Chairman, a Craft School was set up, wuavelling from chaprer
to chapter instructing and educating in every possible way. The
“faculty” consisted of Ken, Lew Tebbutr, Stan Sreware and Der
Markham. Ken retired in 1961 as Chorus Director, succeeded
by assistant director Lew Tebutt, presendy serving in that ca-
pacity. Stan Stewart, since departed to other Onario areas by
reason of employmene, was an Oncario Districe Area Counsellor,
Chief Area Counsellor and lately Districe Vice-President. How-
ard Munro, well-known in Ontario quartet activities, activared
our Chapter bulletin "Harmo-News™ and was an cxcellent On-
tario District Bullerin Editor as well. Qur Jerry Carne is well-
known in the Voice Expression category throughout the Society,
and has becn chairman of the C & J Committee in Onrario.

Since 1952 Wooadstock has reared many fine quartets, strong
comperitors in District and International preliminary contests,
including the Wagon City Four, The Enchords, The Mello-Men,
The Populaires, The Woodstock Staffmasters, Canadian Chord-
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busters, and Canadian Chord Counts. Woodstock's "Harmony
Hi.Liters” Chorus, directed by Ken Livingstone, was Onrario
Districe champion in 1957. The Districe Convention and Con-
rests were hosted by our Chapter in 1938, with co-chairmnan
Ken Livingstone and Dr. William Xlein.

In March of this year, Woodstock sponsors a new Chapter in
Listowel, Ontario, and will of course be on stage to get the new
gang off to a flying starr. Much of che spade work has been
done by Past-Presidents Larl Church, Dick Killinger and Lew
Tebbutt,and currenr Chaprer Prez Alan Gilmour.

That's the story fellows, briefly and possibly disjoinredly, and
a story the outline of which possibly typifies many other
S.PLEBS.QS.A. chaprers. It seems to underline, as possibly with
your own chapter, a scrong inherent urge to sing and harmonize
with your feilows, to serve your community through seng. and
1o leave a good impression with the public ar all times. That's
as ir should be. Reverting back 1o membership, if your chapter
needs a lifr. get a plan. Use our plan, an original of your own,
any plan—but do something! Have you ever heard this one—
“starc the job and it's half done!”

Woocdstock first attracted Society attentlon in 1962 when the bus
shown below was prasented to the Blossom Park School for Retarded
Children as a result of thelr service endeavors. (See page 20,
March-April, 1962 HARMONIZER)
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VARIED ACTIVITIES FILL CONVENTION WEEK

SAN ANTONIO ---

"WHERE PEOPLE LIKE PEOPLE”

‘Venice of the New World’ . . . ‘Mother-in-Law of the Army’ . . .
‘Scene Antonio’ . . . whatever [abel you might stick on San Antonio

one thing is sure ,

. . you're bound for a hall at the 1964 Inter-

national Convention and Contests in June.

"City of Conuasts’ is, possibly, the most overworked phrase
ever used to describe a rown. EVERY city is a 'city of contrasts’
in one way or another.

Every city has its parks and stawes and histotic points of
incerest. San Antonio is no exception. However, there is one
thing thar sets San Anronio apact from every other city in the
world. In a word, it's PERSONALITY.

When it comes to personality there just isn’t any town that
can march the Alamo City.” Of course, the personality of San
Antonio is really nothing more than a refleceion of the person-
ality of San Antonians. To paraphrase a popular advectising
jingle . . . 'people who like people like San Antonio’.

And San Antonians like people—especially visitors, because
it gives them a chance to show off their town and all the inter-
esting places nearby. To prove i, here are some of the special
events they've planned for your visit in June.

PICNIC AND PARTY

To begin wirh, there ate two major events designed for the
whole family, which no self-respecting Barbershopper will
want to miss, Tuesday, June 23, chere’s an all-day family outing
and picnic tiip to San Marcos which, in addition 1o being the
home of LBJ's alma mater, boasts the world’s ONLY underwater
theater. If you prefer to be above water, you can cruise around
the lake in a glass botrom boat. And . . . if you REALLY want
to ger above water, ke a breathraking ride on the Sky Ride.

Wednesday night, June 24, after an exciting Mexican fiesta,
two thousand Barbershoppers will have the oppertunity to see
and hear three of the country’s top quartets—the Buffalo Bills,
Gay Notes and Sun Tones—all on the same bill with some
of the finest talent around these parts. All in all, this special
presentation of San Antonio’s popular ‘Tun-tier Night should
prove to be one every Barbershopper will remember.

{More details on these two events are on the back cover of
this issue.)

El Troplcano Hotel, one of the many San Antonlo hotels at which
Barbershoppers wlll be staying, and headquarters for Barher-Teens
during the 1964 Convention and Contests,

TOUR DAY

Wednesday, June 24, could be called “Tour Day’. Two great
tours have been lined up. One, via air conditioned bus, will go
out to Brackentidge Park where we guarantee you'll not run
out of things to do.

In the 320 acres that make up the park are the San Antonio
Zoo, one of the narion’s top five and, perhaps, the world’s most
vnusual; an old limestone quarry that has been converted into
a lovely combination of goldfish pools, islands, quaint bridges
and hanging gardens, known as the Chinese Sunken Garden;
and, in addirion to a championship 18-hole golf course, polo
grounds, bridle paths, boats, driving ranges and acres of picnic
area, there’s the three-and-one-half mile long Brackenridge
Eagle, the world’s longesr miniature railroad.

Bring your appetite and golf bag and plan to spend an event-
ful, active day.

Misslon San Jose Is one of four in the vicinity of San Antenie—In
additlon to the famous Afamo, which was orlginally a misslon.

If you're a sightseer, San Antonio has the sights to see. The
alrernate Wednesday tour will take you, in air conditioned buses,
along the misston trail co che old Franciscan missions established
by the pioneering padres who first broughe Christianity to the
New World more than 230 years ago.

Best known of the five is Mission San Antonio de Valeto
which served not only the spiritual needs of the narives but
also those of the Mexican troops garrisoned along the San
Antonio River during the 18th Century.

Mission de Valero was slightly more than 100 years old,
young as far as rnissions go, when history put its brand on her
for all time. In 1836 one hundred and chirty five valiant Texians
sacrificed themselves on the aliar of Texas' independence and
forever enshtined Mission de Valero in the hearts of fr¢
men everywhere as . . . The Alamo.

No less impressive but, to some, more beaudiful, are Missions
San Jose, San Juan Capistrano, Concepcion,, and Espada.
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FOR LADIES ONLY

Thursday and Friday, June 25 and 26, are 'Ladies Days. No
men allowed, please. Thursday all the ladies are invited to at-
“tend a style show in Mall North Star. Ladies . . . this you've got
to sec 1o believe. The mall contains more than 100 fne stores,
ranging from exclusive smarr shoppes to gianc department stores
and 1 Gay Nineties-styled sandwich shop . . . all under one
big roof.

Bar ladies, save your strength for Friday. Early in the morning
a fleer of air conditioned buses will be waiting to rake you on
the mosr unusual shopping spree ever. Juse a couple of hours
drive south through the fabled Texas brush counrry is Nuevo
Laredo, Mexico, where you'll find artifacts, Mexican costumes,
jewelry, curios and gifes . .. all ar unbelievably low prices, What
wirh the rate of exchange ac $12.50 pesos to every U.S. dollar

. well, did you ever see a woman who could pass up a real
bargain?

hiternaticnal Bridge between Laredo, Texas and Nuvevo Laredo, Mexi-
co, largest point of entry into Mexico, Visitors to Nuevo Laredo need
no passports, visas or other government documents, Except for de.
claring U. &, Cltizenshlp at checkpoint you may come and go freely.

BARBER-TEENS

Barber-Teens and Tween-Teens needn't feel lefr our. In addi-
tion to ger-acquainted parties, dances and all of the other ‘fun’
things geared ro the teenage metabolism (Playland Amuse-
mene Park, tennis in San Pedro Park, etc.} there’s a special
Barber-Teen Day planned ar rhe Mayan Dude Ranch in Ban-
dera, Thursday, June 25. There'll be horseback riding, donkey
carts, a real Texas barbecue, weiner roasts, swimming, hayrides,
a western stage show and dancing to a real wesrern band, The
‘old folks' needn’r worry. The Mayan carers ro young people and
all activiries will be well chaperoned by both the Mayan staff

Breakfast ‘on the trall” in the rugged Texas hill country around
Bandera, Texas. Barber-Teens and Tween-Teens will enjoy this and
other ‘dude ranch’ fun on Barber-Teen Day.
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ON YOUR OWN

Of course there will be plenty of time for adventuresome
Barbershoppers to do the town on their own. Besides the
'special’ days planned, there's plenty in San Antonio o keep the
whole family busy.

There are historic atcractions such as San Fernando Cathedral
where the bones of the Alamo heroes are entombed; the old
Spanish Governor's Palace; the O. Henry House where William
Sidney Porter once lived and worked; Navarro House, once
occupied by a signer of the Texas Declaration of Independence;
and, of course, La Villita, the Litcle Town that gave birth o
today’s sprawling San Antonio.

Juse for fun there's Paseo del Rio, a mile-long bend in rhe
San Antonio River where you can srroll through semi-tropical
gardens along the river bank and, if youre hungry, dine on
Mexican or Chinese food at outdoor riverside restauranrs. Or,
if the mood srrikes, there are gondolas you can ride along the
river.

And ... it’s all in the heart of the downtown shopping dis-
trict, just a few steps away from convenrion hotels and the
hustle and bustle of 20th Century San Antonio.

Afrer sundowa along Paseo del Rio you'll enjoy seeing Fiesta
Noche del Rio, a gay evening of Mexican song and dance at
Arncson River Theater, the world’s most unusual ourdoor
thearer. {Remember the March-April Harmonizer cover?)

If it's food you're after, look no further. No matcer what the

SAN ANTONIO RIVER—One of San Antonlo’s greatest charms, flowing
through the very heart of the husiness district. Tropical plants, shrub.
hery and palms are found along the fertile rlver banks, and colored
lights make the river an even more pleturesque scene by night.

national origin of your favorite cuisine you'll find ir here. For
example, there are fine restavrants serving delicious Mexican,
Spanish (there IS a difference), French, Greek, Chinese, Ger-
man, ltalian, Scandinavian, Turkish and Hungarian dishes as
well as American favorites and, of course, authentic Texas
barbecue and sceaks.

The 1964 Convenrion Committee has spenr many long hours
planning . . . AND DOING . . . ro guarantee you the besr
International in 26 years.

Make them make good on thar guarantec. Turn off the gas.
Lock the doors, Pur the fanmily in the car and tell the postman
and newshoy you'll be in San Antonio from June 23 through
June 27 for the Annual Convention and Conrests.

More details on all rhese extra actividies, along wirh reser-
vation blanks, will be inchided with convention rtickets, due to
be mailed the middle of May. Warch for then and get your
reservations in promfo for the greatesr week of fun yer. If you
haven't registered for the convention, do /t wow! Adults are
§15.00 each, Juniors (18 and under) are $3.00. Send your
check to SPEBSQSA, Inc., Box 670, Kenosha, Wisconsin 53141,
i Andale! 1El Convencion cs el mes proximo!



SCHEDULE OF EVENTS — SAN ANTONIOQ, TEXAS

26TH INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION AND CONTESTS

GENERAL INFORMATION*

Convention Office—Mon. morning, June 22 thru Sun. afterncon,
June 28—Alamo Room, Third Floor.

Registration Headguarters—Tues. noon, Junc 23 thru Sac. noon,
June 27—Assembly Room, Mezzanine.

Ladies Hospitality—Tues. noon, June 23 thre Sat. noon, June 27
—Souch Terrace, Mezzanine.

Barber-Teens Headquarters—Wed., June 24 thru Sat. midnighe,
June 27—River Room, El Tropicana.

Newsroom—Tues. noon, June 23 theu Saturday, June 27—Dlue-
bonnet Room, Third Floar.

Quariet and Chorus Aides—Wed., June 24 thru Sat, June 27—
Room C, Mezzanine.

Chorditerium—Wed. evening, June 24 thru Sat. evening, June
27—DBalltoom, Mezzanine.

Weodshed and “Tegquila Flaws™—Wed. evening, June 24 thru Sat.
evening, June 27—North Terrace, Mezzanine.

FUNCTION SCHEDULE*

Executive Commitiee Mceting—Tues, June 23, 9 AM-—Presi-
dent’s Suite.

Family Outing—Tues., june 23, 10 AM. o 4 P.M.—Aquarena,
San Marcos.

International Board AMleeting—Wed., June 24, 9 A.M.—Ballcoom,
tMezzanine.

District Presidents” Conference—Wed., June 24, 9 A.M.—Texas
Room, Third Floor.

Mission Tour—Wed., June 24, 12 noon 1o 2:30 P.Af.

"Fun-ticr Night" VFicsta—Wed., June 24, 6:30 PAM.—La Villita.

“Fun-tier Night” Parade of Quartes—Wed., June 24, § P.M.—
Assembly Hall, La Villita.

Barber-Tecns Dude Ranch Trip—Thurs, June 25, 8 AM. All
Day—Mayan Dude Ranch, Bandera.

International C & ] Committee dMeeting—Thurs., June 23, 9 AXL
-—Texas Room, Third Floor.

PROBE Conference—Thurs., June 25, 9 A.M.—Cactes Room,
Third Floor.

Judges Briefing Luncheon—Thurs., June 235, 11:30 A.M.—Coro-
nade Room, El Trepicano,

Quarter Quarter-Finals #1—Thurs., June 25, 1:30 P.M.—Munici-
pal Auditorium.

Quartet Quarter-Finals #2—Thurs.,, June 25, § P.dM.—MMunicipal
Auditorium.

Ladies Tour to Mexico—TFri., June 26, 7 A.M.

Decie-Pets Meeting—-Fri., June 26, 10 A.M.—Texas Room, Third
Fleor.

Decre-Pets Luncheon—Fri., June 26, 12 noon—Texas Room,
Third Floor.

Decrepits Meeting—Tri., June 26, 10 A.M.—Cactus Room, Third
Floor.

Decrepits Luncheon—Fri., June 26, 12 noon—Cactus Reom, Thicd
Floor.

Quartet Jamborce—Fri.,, June 26, 1:30 P.A~—Muncipal Audi-
torium.

APIC Dinner and Meeting—Fri., June 26, 5 P.M.—Texas Room,
Third Floor.

Quarter Semi-Finals—Fri., June 26, 8 P.M.—Municipal Audi-
toriurm.

Ladies Brunch—S8ar., June 27, 10:30 A.M.—DBallroom, El Tropi-
cano.

Fiesta Luncheon—3Sat,, June 27, 11 A M —DBallrocom, Mezzanine.

ChDH'lS Contest—3ar,, June 27, 1:30 P.M.—NMunicipal Audi-
torium.

Quartet Finals—Sat,, June 27, § P.M.—Municipal Auditorium,

Coflee and Rolls—Sun., June 28, § A.M. thru 12 noon—Assembly
Room, Mezzanine.

"All events in the Gunrer Hotel unless otherwise indicared.

FACTS ABOUT TRAVEL
TO SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS
To San Antenie VIA AIRLINES VIA RAILRCAD
Froin: Highway Time Time Fisst
Mileage  Hours Tourist Hours Class
Atlanta, Ga. ... 1,000 { S119.20 27 s B140
Birmingham, Ala. ..... 518 5 105.50 23 70.70
Boston, Mass. ........ 2,034 7 188.70 30 200.55
Buffalo, New Yok .... 1,615 7 174,90 37 171.05
Calgary, Albesta 2,049 11 241.20 91 327.30
Chicago, lllinois .20 i 134.70 26 86.95
Cleveland, Ohbio 1,426 4 12 155.30 13 136.10
Dailas, Texas 273 45 min, 37.40 10 22.15
Denver, Colerado 938 5 119.90 i 80,20
Detroir, Michsgan . Leog 62 155.20 30 106.80
Inchm.]pulﬂ Indiana ... [L.131 5% 159.50 27 103.50
Kansas Ciry, Missonri , . 772 W 95.90 21 61.20
Los Angeles, Califl. ..., 1.362 3 156,90 33 110.63
Louisville, l\EntuLL) L. 1,077 64 135.60 14 102.00
Miami, Florida . ...... 1,416 G 156.30 5 90.6%
Minneipolis, Mian. .... [,729 7 1-47.70 33 92,15
New Yok, New York .. 1,830 3 194.60 6 160.60
Oklahoma Ciy, Okia. .. A6y 2 53.72{) 17 37.80
naha, Nebraska .. ... 0929 4 12230 29 76.30
Philadelphia, Pa. ...... 1,732 7% 183,00 44 118.45
Pheenix, Arizonz . F 969 2% 114,570 23 74.55
Filhb itgh, Pa. . 1,466 I 183.00 12 153.65
Paortland, Ocegon i 2116 [ 264,60 (%) 254.90
San Francisco, Cslifo. ... 1.766 6 204,30 43 146.1%
Scarle, Washingion . ... 2,185 7 25040 67 267,60
Si. Lowis, Missongi ... 918 L) 106.80 20 649,80
RAILROAD:
Fares quoted ace roond wip.
Pullman or special accemmodations exera.
AIRLINE:
Eares quoted ace round ip and do not include 577 wax,
All fares are jer when possible and anply w scheduled Nights. Lower rates
may he available for pon-scheduled Mights.
RATES SUBJECT TO CHANGE ANO WE SUGGEST CONSULTING YCUR LOCAL
TRAVEL AGENCY FOR LATEST RATE INFORMATION,
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INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION
REGISTRATION ORDER BLANK

Date

4 International Headquarcers

SPEBS.QSA, Inc

Box G670, Kenosha, Wiscensin 33141

Gentlemen:

Enclosed is check for S lor which please issue
[

Adult Convention Registrations at S15.00 each and

Junior Convention Registrations (age |8 and under)
at $5.00 each, for myself and my parcy for the Twenty-Sixch
Annual Convention and Internaconal Contesis at San Antonio,
Texas on June 23-27, 1964, 1 undersiand thac the registration fee
includes a reserved seac at official events, including Quarter-Finals
No. | and 2, the Jamboree, the Semi-Finals, the Chorus Conest,
and cthe Finals Contest; a registration badge and a souvenir pro-
gram. I clearly understand that registrations are transferable but
not redecmable.

PLEASE
NAME_____ S e e . S
PRINT

ADDRESS —— DISTINCTLY

[(City) " (Stale or Province) _ {Zip Code)

Make clieck payable to “SPEBSQSA™
For convention housing, use the Application form from the Janvary |
Harmanizer, ohtain ene from your chapler secretary, or check here !
[1 and we will mall you a copy. No requests will be honered unless
they are submitted on the “Applicatien for Housing” form.

S000r mooooooononomooooonmunoooooon

0000000000000000000020000000000000088000000
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1964, A Year of Great Decision

By Dan Waselchuk, International President
1414 Biemeret Street, Green Bay, Wisconsin

My years of Barbershopping have provided more fun, more
thrills, more satisfaction, and have given me an opportunity to
meer more fing people than could have come from any other
activity. The quarter and chorus singing provided the chrills,
adminiscrative tasks che lasting satisfacrions. Even partial re-
payment is hardly possible. The progress our Scciety has made
in those years toward getting more people singing and toward
preserving an important form of native folk music has been
most gratifying. And yer throughout those years there have re-
curred vague and sometimes troublesome questions which have
seemed to defy being fully answered.

How could a man who has rung a solid seventh chord in a
quartet ever lose his interest in Barbershopping? How could
the lights in so many new members’ eyes gradually wane and
die? Membership drives have been heaped upon membership
drives, and they have been tremendously successful when you
consider that we've attracted an average of some 5,000 new
members in each of the past ten years. In view of this, how
could it be possible thar, with all the fun to be had, berween
four and six thousand men each year no longer care to be part
of our Society? Over those years ir seems that every conceivable
theory has been advanced, every sure-fire solution tried. Could ir
be thar some clusive something has been missing? Could ir be
we have overlooked or refused to recognize a basic ingredienr
required in the mix of a musical and fraternal organization
such as ours?

Reflection by each of us will cermainly bring agreement chat
the greatest thrills, the truest feeling of accomplishmene, the
warnmest sense of fellowship berween us came when your chapter
and mine sang and made an orphan's eyes dance with laughter,
when “Down By the Old Mill Streain” made the couple in the
Old Folks Home exchange a shy glance; or when we received
rhe painfully lectered note from the crippled child thanking us
for our help,

Purther reflection can reveal a mosc remarkable face. While
neacly all of our chapters conuribuce a greac deal of time and
money to local community service projects, almost invariably
the largesr and most successful chaprers are those with well
cstablished, long standing chacitable activities that have made
them an imporrane pact of their communities. These chaprers
have atracted members who have given the musical and ad-
ministrative leadership needed, and more important, have held
hem by providing a sense of concrete achievement in addition
0 the fun and fellowship thac comes only to men singing to-
gerher.

Dr. Cryil O. Houle, a noted authority on voluntary associa-
tions, stated in his address to the International Board in Janu-
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ary that our Society’s growth pactern is identical to that of most
organizations similar to ours. He pointed our thar in just seven
years, 1943 to 1950, we grew from a group of 1,800 men t an
organization of nearly 27,000 because of che unique appeal that
barbershop harmony has for men who like o sing. During the
next four years membership dropped to 23,000, and it wasn’t
untill 1960 thac we reached 27,000 again. Since then we've
inched slowly upward until last year the 30,000 mark was finally
broken,

Houle stated that most associacions experience rapid growth
in their early years and then level off. Unfortunately, levelling
off is in fact a decline because it becomes more and more
difficule just to maintain a status quo. The organizations char
successfully pass over this critical period are those thar find
a new goal or a freshly defined cause for their members to rally
‘round. Dr. Houle concluded that the root of our retention
problems lies in a lack of a single, all-inclusive bond between
our memnbers except for singing together once or twice each
week; that we need a deeper tie to hold the hearts and minds
of our members over a period of years. He strongly recom-
mended rhat we adopt some form of united goal as has been
done by emminently successful organizations such as Rotary
Inrernational, Elks, Lions and the Shriners.

For many years the Shriners were a small group of men de-
voted to staging impromptu parades to celebrate and announce
the initiation of another member into their “steictly for fun”
fraternal group. It was definitely on the wane, however, when
a member suggested that instead of jusr getting rogether for a
good time. they adopt a united cause. The rest is history,

Shriners still have fun—more fun in fact—bur today chey
are a vast organization known in every household for their
Children's Hospitals. To quote from one of Shriners” brochures
describing their work, "—An organization of fun-loving men
who have an abiding belief thar pleasure is someching thar you
put into this life, or it may be somerthing thac you take our of
life, but that happiness is something you share.”

Thus, it would seem that our Sociery has reached a crossroad,
a year of decision during which we must choose berween two
paths. Will we choose to continue to struggle 1o maintain our
rightful place as an important musical organization or will we
choose to make membership in our Society sought after by sing-
ing men who want to be a parr of a vital force for good? Will
we choose to continue 10 ke the boundless pleasure we get
from singing barbershop harmony and give to orhers only the
excess, or will we choose to find the lasting sarisfaction and
happiness that can come only by sharing the fruits of our talenss
through service?



August 21, 1963 found Bobby Bragan (far left), Milwaukee Braves
Manager, singing along with 50 members of the Marin, Californla Chap-
ter at Candlestick Park In San Francisco. Bragan was presanted with a
gift pitch pipe and a 6-1 win over the Giants.

BRAGAN SAYS:

Land O'Lakes Barbersheppers from the Milwavkee area turned ouwt 200-
strong as guests of the Braves on Sept. 25, 1963. A special half hour pre-
game show featured a massed chorus directed by Kefth Merrifield, the
Racine "“Woodsinen” {shown above with Bragan) and Milwaukee’s North
Shore Serenaders”. Soclely PR Director Hugh Ingraham handled the MC
department. “Woodsmen” frem left to right are: Dick Warner, Gary Jen-
sen, Chuck Pluhar and Jim Garrlity,

“Singing Takes Curse Off One Run Losses”

"He sets . . . there’s the windup ., . and che pitch.”

Now to any baseball manager that could only mean one
thing—that is, all save one . . . Bobby Dragan, manager of the
Milwaukee Braves.

Say "the pitch” to Bobby and he'll look for either a curve-
ball, a fast ball, or a B fla. You see Bobby’s a Barbershopper
as well as a baseballer.

For over five years now, Bobby has been a member of Cow-
town Chapter, Fort Worth, Texas, and he's been hooked on
barbershopping since ateending his firse meeting in Fort Worrh.

It was only natural thac Bobby and barbershopping should
hic it off for he'd been singing almosr since the day he was
born in Birmingham, Alabama back in 1917. One of nine
children, the Bragans were always singing around the piano.

And later, as he became famous in baseball as a player and

manager, Bobby always found sportswriters and ballplayers who
loved to sing, While with the Dodgers it was Carl Erskine and
Irv Noren, and with the Pirates he found Dale Long and Bob
Friend willing harmonizers. His present Braves quarter in-
cludes Coach Dixie Walker and players Lee Maye and Gene
Oliver.

Although he’s on the road most of the time Bragan always
drops in on Barbershop meetings when he has a chance. Mil-
waukee chaprer members have on many occasions had the
opportunity to “bust one” wirh Bobby, and down Forr Worth
way he's acted as fill in tenor wich both the "Pitch Pirates” and
"The Guys of Texas”. He's also lenr his services as MC many
times and does a fine job of selling the Sociery.

"Ready . . . set . . . here's the pirch . . . "Take me Cuc to
the Ball Game' . . "

1963
INTERNATIONAL
QUARTET
CONTEST
THIS FINE FILM OF THE
!- SILISERY I 1963 QUARTET FINALS CAN BE
| TORONTO, ONTARIO SHOWN AT YOUR CHAPTER MEETING.
L ]

| featuring the
| top 10 cquartets

52 MINUTES OF

HARMONY
= AND
FUN

For further details, and name
and address of the film booking agent
in your district, write to:

Bob Meyer
SPEBSQSA

P.O, Box 670
Kenosha, Wisconsin 53141
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Questions and Answers on Society Insurance Program

On April 1 rthe charter applicarion period opened for the
Society’s new, low-cost group life insurance program.
Since this is a new venture for the Society, many questions

are bound

o arise. We hope that the answers to most of them

are contained below,
Any further questions should be addressed ro: Joseph K.
Dennis Co., Suite 1027, 175 West Jackson Blvd., Chicago 4,

Hlinois.
Question:
Answer:
Question:
Answer:

Question:
Answer:

Question:

Answer:

Question:

Answer:
Question:

Answer:
Question:
Answer:
Question:
Answer:

Question:
Answer:

Question:
Answer:

luestion:
Answer:

Whar type of insurance is this?
Group Level Term Life Insurance.
Whar is Term Insurance?

Term Insurance is pure insurance designed ro pro-
rect rthe family against large debts and does not
build up cash values. Level Term pays the full face
amounr of the policy in rhe event you die anytime
within the term.

Who is eligible ro participate in this program?
During the Charcer Enrellmene Period (April 1st-
May 31sc), all Sociery members under age 70 may
apply. Afrer the Charter Enrollment Period only
rhose members to age 59 ace eligible to participate
in cthe Program; however, coverage will be con-
tinued to 70. At 70, racher than automarically cerm-
inate coverage, policyholder may convert to whole
life, or other type of permanent insurance, ar the
ateained age rates, if desired.

Is there any coverage available for spouse and de-
pendent children?

Yes, spouse may be included in your prorection for
a benefir of $1000. Each and every child is also
eligible to parricipare wirh a benchc up to $500;
only a slight increase in premium for eicher or both.
Whar amount of insurance the
member?

$4,000.

Is rhis the maximum amounr of protection { can
apply for?

Yes.

Is this the only amounr I may apply for?

Yes.

Is there a Conversion Privilege under this program?
Yes, upon auainment of age 70, the member may
converr to permanenr insurance withour the benefir
of a medical examination regardless of his history ar
the time of conversion. Also, should your member-
ship in the Socicty rerminarte, the conversion privi-
lege is available.

Is there a Waiver of Premium Clause in this policy?
Yes, if the member is permanently and torally dis-
abled for a period of ar least six months prior to
age 60, the premiums due will be waived during rhe
period of disability, providing his Society member-
ship is mainwined i good standing

Can the member name his own beneficiary?

Yes, rhe member may name and change the bene-
ficiary anytime he desires.

How will premiums be paid?

Premiums will be paid either annually or semi-
annually, Each member chooses his own mode of
premium payment.

is available o
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Question:

Answer:

Question:

Answer:

Question:

Answer:

Question;

Answer:

Question:

Answer:

Quaestion:

Answer:

Is there wruly a savings in premium?

By participating in the Society's plan, you <an recog-
nize up to 50% savings in premium compared to
similar individual plans.

Is there a medical examination required when mak-
ing applicarion for this insurance?

No medical examination is required. The applica-
tion contains medical questions and based on the
information conrained in this application, the Under-
wriring Company makes irs decision.

Will local chapters be responsible for collection
of premiums or handling of insurance matrers?

No, all matrers relating to this program will be
bandled by our Group Insurance Administrator,
Joseph K. Dennis Company, Inc.

1f for any reason I discontinwe my membership in
the Society, what happens to my insurance?

In che evenr membership in the Society is termi-
nared, the insurance will terminate on the premium
due dare following your rermination of membership
{unless Conversion Privilege exercised ).

When will a medically uninsurable member be
granred coverage under this group policy?

As soon as 509 enrollment in rhe program is at-
tained during rhe Charter Enrollment Period.

If 509 participation is not attained during the
Charter Enrollment Period will all acceprable appli-
cants be issued coverage?

Yes.

[t

=2 WElCOME DELECRTES

Send Your Registration NOW!

.. [ See page 6)




-a hobby within a hobby-

By Dee Paris, 13110 Holdrldge Rd., Silver Spring, Md.

PROBE, like many facets of our Society, has grown from
humble beginnings.

It all started from an idea thar chapter cditors should organ-
ize to exchange bulletins and share ideas. From this simple
start has grown an organization of 600 members dedicated to
promoting our Society and our music.

Originally PROBE was the Association of Bulletin Editors
(ABE). Its growth in the early years was slow since few chaprer
bulletins wete being published. However, in 1959 it caughr fire;
its membership tripled from less than 100 o nearly 300. Thar
same year, during the annual meeting ac the Chicago convention,
the group expanded o include public relations officers and the
name PROBE was adopted.

Membership in PROBE is not limited to practicing edicors
and public relations officers. Any Society member who is inter-
ested in these activities may join. A high percentage of PROBE
members are chaprer, districe and Society officers who are in-
terested in learning about tnternal and exrernal public relations.
Another group are members who are desirous of expanding
their knowledge of Sociery acriviries. Still orhers ate past editors
and public relations officers who maineain PROBE membership
in order to keep informed via PROBEMOTER, the official bulle-
tin of the association, and other PROBE mailings.

An avractive aspect of PROBE membership is chat dues are
only one dollar a year. Upon joining, new members pay an ad-
ditional fee of $1.50 {rotal $2.50) for which they receive rheir
choice of the Saciety public relations manual or the editor's
manual, “Better Bulleting For Bewter Chaprecs”.

PROBE provides a number of scrvices for its members. In
addition to the Sociery PR or editor’s manuals, each member re-
ceives the PROBE DBy-Laws and membership lisr. The lacter is
invaluable for bulletin exchange. The official bulletin, PROBE-
MOTER, is published six rimes yearly to provide news ideas,
inspiration and suggestions for both editors and PR officers.

PROBE members receive a special reporr of the Internacional
contesr and convention including the contese scores and official
legislative actions. This repore is mailed from the convention
cicy immediacely after the close of the convention. Conseauently,
chapter and district editors who are members of PROBE can
give their readers a timely and acenrate convention report.

PROBE members also receive special “flash” notices alerting
them to the appearance of Society quartets on rtelevision and
radio. In turn, they can alerc their members.

It is interesting to note that during 1962-63, PROBE mem-
bers received 24 releases containing 91 pages of informational
macerial to aid chem in serving their chaprers and discrices. Te is
for this reason—the internal communications—thac PROBE be-
lieves every chaprec should have ac least ewo PROBE members,
rheir editor and public reladons officer. And that the chapeer
should pay the dues for these men since the chaprer will benefir
from the PROBE memberships. And further, that other men
truly interested in being informed of ediung and publiciry ac-
rivities and methods should also belong to PROBE. The records
reveal several chapters with six to cight PROBE members. These
chaprers all have an excellenr internal and external PR program.

ln addirion to the informacional mailings already mentioned,
PROBE and PROBE memberts also render other valuable serv-
ices for our Society. A number of districts now conduct PROBE

]

seminars during theic Spring and Fall conventions. Several dis-
ceices have recognized its value by induding PROBE workshops
and seminars during their chapter officer twaining seminars
(COTS). A 12-hour PROBE course will be part of the 1964
HEP schools to be conducted ar Reading, Pa. (July 31-August
2), Moraga, Calif. (Auvgust 14-16) and South Bend, Indiana
(August 21-23).

A PROBE conrest for an official heading for the PROBE-
MOTER bullerin not vnly uncovered a nimber of Society artists
but drew actencion to the importance of an appealing, colorful,
eye-carching maschead. The influence of PROBE and the Saciery
editor’s manual has nor only increased the number bue has also
upgraded the quality of chapeer bulletins. A number of districes
now conduct anaval contests judged by PROBE members to se-
lect their outstanding bulletin. The keen competition for the
bulletin of the year awards has resulted in improved writing and
reporeing, broader coverage of Sociery news and improved
appearance.

The PROBE influence has been evidenr in other ways. Qur
districts now have public relations directors o pguide their
PROBE activities. One chapter now has a five member PROBE
committee and another has scp-
arate officers for internal and ex-
ternal PR in addition co rheir bul-
letin editor. One section and
several areas of the Mid-Adantic
Districe now have a full-time PR

- . . - P il .
courdinaror. The same district pre- ek U o
. -

sents a 12-hour specialized course 1
in show promotion and publicity
during their show production
workshop, which also has courses
in business managemenc and stage
production, will be held ar the
University of Delaware on Au-
gust 8-9, 1964, Members of other
districts are welcome to attend
this function which is designed to  PROBE President Wilbur Sparks
improve the chapter’s annual “money” show.

.
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What are the future plans of PROBE? The ofticers are cur-
rently developing a code of ethics for adoption ac their annual
meeting to be held in San Antonio during the Internartional con-
vention. There will also be a huge PROBIE display rivaling the
magnificenr exbibir at the Toronto convention in 1963. PROBE
also plans to conducr an Incernational bulletin contest and is
currently developing the judging rules. Also being considered is
a photography contest among PROBE members o uncover
additional creative ralenc which would improve the visual pres-
entation of our quartets and choruses given o the news media
and used in show promotion pieces.

That is the story of PROBE. Ir has cone of age and is now
recognized for the Important concribution ic is making to our
Society. Currently led by Wilbur D. Sparks, President; Dexter
Care, Vice President; Charlie Wilcox, Vice President and Senig
Editor; and Joseph Grifhich, Advisor; PROBE will concinue o
serve—our chapters, our districes, ouc quartets and choruses, our
musical and adminiscrative leaders—our Sociery.
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for QUARTETS and CHORUSES

NEW songs
inthe OLD style

writien and arranged for

BARBERSHOP
HARMONY

Words and Musicby VERNE ENGBLOM
Arranged by CHUCK OLIVA
Members of the Skokie Valley Chapier

Added !

Lead sheets
with
chord

symbols

$1.50 per copy

PLUS 25¢ POSTAGE & HANDLING

*Printed on durable stock
+ Plastic binding

Send check or money order fo:
CHORDCRAFT PUB. CO.
5111 Suffield Ct. Skokie, H1.
or LYON-HEALY
243 S, Wabash Ave. Chicago, Il

WHAT'S GREY, SINGS,
AND CARRIES A
BLUE BOOK?

no, not a pay-as-you-go elephantl|
but, let's take that ribbon from the
elephant’s trunk and wrap all your
dues worry in one neat package,
namely . . . pay-as-you-go Joe,
there should be a pay-as-you-go Joe
‘not an elephant) in g/our chapter—
ne'll accept your $ 8 $and ¢ ¢ ¢ on
the installment plan.

PAY JOE, AS YOU GO

All
new

from
Sony

*Now
available,
madel AD-§
a convenienl
£ustom
designed
flexible
microphone
Rolder.

An invaluable aid to the learning process, this 4-track
slereophonie tape recorder now makes it possible to have
professional assistance at the touch of a knob, Such desirable
features as the student/teacher comparison switch permit
the language student to match his pronunciation with the
instructor’s voice; sound-on-sound allows the music stndent
1o sit in or sing Lo pre-recorded professional accompaniment,
Other deluxe features such as the pause conlrol and digital
lape counter, the selkcontained power amplifier and
speaker, provides unlimlited versatllily at school orin the
bome. Complete with portable carrying case and the

new F-96 dynamic microphone. Less than §219.50

m Al Souy Sterecorders are multiplex Ready! w In New York visit
the Sony Safon, 585 Fifth Avenue. m For literature or name of
nearest dealer write $uperscope, Inc., Depl. R, Sun alley, Calif.

sony RN



In 1948, during his first of two years as President of the So-
ciety, King Cole proposed thar SPEBSQSA had achieved enough
maturity to start thinking of a home of its own. It seemed like
a dream art that time, but King's chaprer, Sheboygan, Wisconsin,
backed his thinking by making the initial donation of $100 to-
ward the project. It was dccepted by the Directors, and King had
a new job thrust upon him as Chairman of the Internarional
Building Commitee. The response from other chapters was
very encouraging, and within the space of a few years approxi-
mately $25,000 in cash and slightly more in pledges were re-
ceived to stare the wheels in motion. Past Presidenc Jerry Beeler
then brought into focus bis Socicty Expansion Plan which was
so well received that nine years later, in 1957, the dream becaine
a reality with the purchase of "Harmony Hall” ar Kenosha,
Wisconsin,

Societies are really not very diffetent from families; home
owning brings certain added responsibilities. How would the
purchase of this real estate affect the Society’s “non-profit”
status?

On Eebruary 11, 1937, International President Rowland
Davis wrote to the Society’s legal advisor, Mark Roberrs, of the
Grosse Point, Michigan Chapeer, as follows: “The thought oc-
curs to me thar our Sociery might be well advised to form a
‘SPEBSOSA. Realty Corporation, Inc’ which would be the
owners of the Kenosha property.

“You would know far berter than T whether a fraternal, not-

-~
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Shortly after the Chicago Convention, Harmony Foundation
was incorporated, Hacinony Hall was transferred co it, in trust,
and, just recently, the Foundation arained Tederal Tax Exempr |
status as a charitable and educacional organization. Thus, dona-
tions made to the Foundation may be deducted by donors on
their Income Tax Returns.

The Board of Trustees of the Harmeny Foundation consists
of nine men, all of whom are pictured in chis aricle. At least
five of the Trustees inust be Past International Presidents of
the Sociery, and only Pasc International Board Meinbers are
eligible to serve as Trustees. The manager of the Foundation
is the Exccutive Director of the Society. He does not have a
vore in Foundation affairs,

The rtrust agreement berween the Sociery and Harinony
Foundation may be terminated by majority vore of the Society
Board of Directors upon written notice to the Foundation
Board of Trustces.

Since its inception back in 1959, the Harmony Foundation
has broadened its scope till it has become the educational and
charitable arm of the Society. The stories of the worthwhile
community projects of our individual chapeers are legend, but
prior to the Harmony Foundation there was never any way to
adequately evaluate and correlate the contributions our chap-
ters were making in both time and money.

Harmony Foundation makes it possible for us to know and
publicize the fact thac in 1963 our chaprers donated over §27,

HARMONY
FOUNDATION:
The Society’s

Harmeony Foundatlen Presldent O, H. King Cole is shown above left with fellow officers

and trustees. Top row left to right are: Rupert I. Hall, Vice President; Clarence 1.
Jalvlng, Secretary-Treasurer; Jerry Beeler, John B. Cullen. Bottom row left to right:

Charitable Trust

Rowland F, Davls, John Dawson, Henry F. Lewis, and Joseph E. Lewls, Soclety Executive

Director Barrie Best (not shown) saerves as H. F. Manager.

for-profit educational organization such as ours would be bet-
ter off not to own properry bur to rent property from a ‘realty
corporation.” Certainly in case of a suit against either the mem-
hership corporation or against the realty corporation the artach-
able assets would be divided. What think you of this proposal?”

Mark replied on February 16, 1937, and parc of his lecer
reads: “Tc §s my recommendation, therefore, that we explore
this matter further. Such corporation could well be named a
"toundation’ and maybe ‘Harmony Foundation™".

The involved legal processes of creating the foundacion were
undertaken by Mark Roberts, and at the Incernational Conven-
ton in Chicago in 1959, and ar the Board sessions held in Ke-
nosha prior thereto, he presented the Trusr Agreemenr and
Foundarion By-Laws which were approved by the Board of Di-
rectors. Here also rhe ficsr Board of Trusrees of the Foundation
were elecred, they held their first meeting and elecred cheir firse
officers.

le was appropriare that King Cole, the man whose vision en-
abled Harmony Hall to became a reality, was named firsc Presi-
dent of the Foundarion, thar Rupere Hall, first SP.EBS.QS.A.
President. was elected Vice President, and thar Mark Roberrs,
creator of the Foundarion, should be its first Secretary-Treasurer.

12

000 to charitable cauascs, entertained 350,000 people on a gratis
basis, and contribured over 40,000 man hours free to educa-
tional and charitable projects at a personal expense of some
323,000, These figures represent the activiries of approximarely
35% of rhe Society chapters. It is reasonable o assume that
full disclosures by all chapters would wiple these figures.

This information comes to Harmeny Hall on the Harmony
Foundation Reporr Form, a brain-wave of Past Interparional
President Wayne Foor. He suggesred thar chaprers who made
charitable contriburions should, instead of presenting a check
to rheir recipient, send the check to Harmony Foundation who
in rurn would make the donation and thus receive credic for ir.

Here again Mark Roberts gave a helping hand and suggested
that rhe same effect could be atrained by having the chapter
make its contriburion in rhe name of both the chaprer and che
Harmony Foundation.

Thus, in 1962, the Harmony Foundation Reporr Form came
into being, and is rapidly gaining acceptance among the chap;
ters as a means of fully appreciating rhe consolidated charirable
activiries of our Soclery.

Next issue: Some of the things the Foundation has done
and aims to do in the future.
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THE
HISTORIAN'S
CHAIR

In cthe midst of a yeacr duting which the HARMONIZER is
publishing author Will Cook's readable and exciting series,
"Melodies for Millions,” the Seciery is sufficiently alive to the
events and personalities of che past 25 years.

We honor history in this way. It’s good that we do. We have
reason to take pride in a quarter century of fun and fellowship,
songs and service.

Previous Socicty Historians have used this page to dig up
nuggers of information from a particular poine in time—10
years ago, or 20 years ago, for example. We'll do chis again—
buc perhaps nor rhis year.

Instend, rhe present occupant of the historian’s chair has
someching clse in mind. He wants to look ac how the Society
“preserves” the raw materials of its history and o presenc to
the International President and Board recoinmendations for che
"encouragement” of hiscorical collections and of historical pees-
encations to chaprer and diserice gatherings, and to the Society-
at-large.

There are men now in the Socicty

—who were with O. C. Cash in Tulsa on April 11, 1938

-—who were ar the first contesr-convention in 1939

—who sang wirh Norm Rarhert in the first organized chapeer

chors

—who joined wich Frank Throne in che old Chicago No. 1

Chapter, ct cetera . . .

but not many.

Our members today are a new breed and we are decidedly in
the “third generarion of leadership.” To them history is, in
tcuth, a cthing of the past

Why hother with history?

Why borher? Because many men are curious to know. Be-
cause the past is prologue—rthe “Intro” o the songs we sing,
Because it's fun w dig, to dircover, to derive fresh meanings
from the past, and thereby to dignify whar we presendy do. Also
because the preservacion of historical material and cthe oral and
written presenracion of it can be another in the many “hobbies
within a hobby” for which SPEBSQSA affords a creative outler.

Chaprers and districrs and, of course, the International Head-
quarters must be or become historically minded. Many already
are. Some fne chaprer and districe histories do exist. For the
Society as a whole Deac Mactin’s Ten Year History (1948)
and Will Cook's episodes recording 25 years are in print.

Now look ahead. Ac every level of organization there is a
vealth of raw marcrial and more is being created rapidly—cor-
-espondence, programs, photographs, manuals, directories,
agendas, reports, bulletins, news clips, perhaps verbatim tape
recordings or recollection. Some of rhis has no permanent value
and will disappear. How mch should be preserved in the his-
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Dean Snyder

International Historian
7 Hunting Cove Place

Alexandria, Virginia

torical file is mote than a casual admministrative decision. His-
torical guidelines are needed and should be forthcoming during
the current years.

Who should bother with history?

The answer is: any member who is interested. Let those who
are curious dig for the historical facts and pass them around
through conversation and ralks, letter writing, or in arcicles
suitable for Society circulation in our publications. This search
is broader than to assemble the record of Seciety administration
and of special evenrs, and the anecdotes of our personalities
and men of note. The historical facts abour old songs, famous
quartets { pre-Society }, early occasions for “barbershop” such
as the old-time minstcel and vaudeville shows—all these, and
more, are proper fields for explorarion by the historically curi-
ous member.

Official sanction and recognition

Every chaprer and every disccict should have an historical file
and an officially appointed historian. Reasonable expenses should
be budgeted in suppore of such activity. Ir would be desirable
for ar least one chapter program cach year to have an historical
flavor—perhaps during Hatmony Weck or on the occasion of
an “old-timers night” honoring rhose who helped to create and
sustain the chapeer. Districr leadership training sessions should
give some sense of historical petspective to incoming offcers.
The rationale for all this is that, when properly presented, his-
tory can create pride in the Society and deepen the loyalty of
all members.

At the International [evel the importance of history has long
been recognized. In an eatly year (1941} Deac Martin was
appointed to rhe historian’s chair and there has been an un-
broken line of successors—Dick Sturges, Hal Staab, Bill Oreo,
Stirling Wilson, and Cal Browy. The late “Professor” Wilson
served the Society in rhis capacity for nine years, compiling and
writing berween 75,000 and 100,000 words of narcative. The
Kenosha office is the narural repository for historical macerial
having Society-wide significance, as ic is for the priceless collec-
rion of old songs which we possess. A fresh lock at the im-
poraance of history will resule in re-evaluating what we now
have, separating the whear from the chaff, inviring additional
material (such as the selected correspondence of men who have
served in leadership posidions ), and beginning the collection of
raw material for the benefic of the future author of the Sociery's
35-year story.

(Editor’s Note: Dean Snyder will welcome correspond-
ence and inquiries from any and all of our historically
minded brethren. He has served in many responsible posi-
tions in the Society and is a Past international First Vice
President.)

13



Those
Incomparable
Nighthawks

By George Shields, Past International
Board Member, Toronto, Ontario

Gerting 1o know Ontario's beloved "Hawks” is a stimulating
and rewarding experience—a fact readily confirmed by so many
Barbershoppers throughout our Society. Being asked to con-
tribute this feature arcicle means 4 grear deal to me, but picrure
youtself being closely associaced with Jim Turnee and Bert
Ellis for over 13 yeats and Greg Backwell and John Sucton for
nigh on nine years and then endeavor to write a one page sum-
mary of their concribudions w all phases of barbershopping!

Perhaps we use the word "dedicated” too ofren in connecrion
with this crazy hobby of ours, but this review is proudly dedi-
cated to four guys who are continually proving their love for
our Society by untiring service to its aims and purposes. All of
us know they can “auccion off” songs thar in quick succession
ring us ouc of our seats, move us to unashamed tears and "roll
us out of bed in the morning wich ouc sunny side up”, buc chat
is only patc of che story! Let's take a closer look at each of the
four “parts” that combine ro produce those chords abour which
Barbershoppers have been ralking ever since the 1960 Datlas
International,

Tenor—GREG BACKWELL—31 years of age, married to
Betry and father of Bech and Duke (3 and 1, respectively). A
former YMCA instructor turned commercial artist, he recencly
founded the OLYMPIC ART STUDIO—a venture in which we
wish him every success. Within a year of joining the Londen
Chapeer (1956), Greg won lasting fame as originator of “Joe
Barbershopper”—that familiar licde guy who keeps popping
out from bchind the pages of pracrically every Society publica-
tion, Many of the "new" chord structures that ser the Nighe-
hawks apart were first sorted out and sounded out in the mind
of this talenred performer, and it's an experience just to be
with him when one of those chords hits.

Lead—JIM TURNER—36 years of age—half of which have
been spenr as a member SPEBSQSA—father of Allan, Bruce
and Craig (12, 8, and 4, respectively). A former Safery In-
spector, he recencdy went inco partnership with fellow Bar-
bershopper “Stan (The Man) Vronsky”, in the LONDON
DRAINAGE COMPANY. Jim has led the London Chorus to
numerous District triumphs—not o mention 4th place Incer-
national Medalist ranking in 1958. Jim is also a certified Har-
mony Accuracy Judge, served a three year term as Contest and
Judging Chairman of rhe Ontario Districe, and still takes part
in numerous craft sessions and quarter coaching assignments.
As current London Chapter President, Jim has the added re-
sponsibility of seeing thac his MEN OF ACCORD get to San
Antonio (and back), besides making certain that the HAWKS
are in top shape for the International Preliminaries.

Baritone—JOHN SUTTON—34 years of age, married to
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The Nighthawks, current Second Place Medalists, have besn holding
down top spots In the competltion circles for years, They are shown
above after winning their first medal at Philadelphla in 1961, Left
te right they are: Greg Backwell, tenor; JIm Turner, lead; John
Sutton, baritone; and Bert Ellls, bass,

Della and father of Sherry and Brian (10 and 7, tespectively).
In parenership with his uacle, he runs a 70-acre fruit farm just
outside London. John has been a Society member for 13 years,
first joining the Leamington Chapter, where he served as Secre-
tary. He is also a past vice-president of the London Chaprer.
His secretarial and business experience made him the obvious
choice as Business Manager and Contact Man—a chore that he
handles wich skill and prompiness.

Bass—BERT ELLIS—45 years of age, married to Maxine and
father of Doung, Mary and Billy (11, 10 and 5, respectively),
Bert is a carpenuy shop foreman. A London member for 13
years, he is a Past Chapter President and Joe Barbershopper
Award Winner, a past Districc Area Counselor, and a valued

Getting 1o

member of the Districe Nominating Commiciee. How Berr first
starced 1o sing makes a fascinating account. While convalescing
in North Africa from war wounds, he was informed rhac his
lungs were in serious condition. The doctor asked a question
thac starcled Bert. “Can you sing?”, he said, whereupon Berc gave
him the equivalent of: “Whar are you, some kind of a nut?”
The doc told Bert to climb to the top of a nearby high ridge,
take long, deep breaths and try to sustain a note for as long as
possible. Feeling rarher foolish at firse, Bert began to appreciate
some of the sounds thac poured forch, After the war, a friend
asked him o join the London Chaprer and the memory of those
pleasing notes, coupled with his first-hand knowledge of che
therapeutic value of singing, prompred him to give it a oy,
Thus was “"born” one of the greac Society basses and a heckava
nice guy!

I could easily go on and on, detailing chrilling events such
as their trip to London, England, where they sang for Prince
Phillip, their conquesr of Dallas, subsequenc Medalisr ranking
in Philadelphia and Kaosas City, the first time they sang
"Auctioneer” at a bacbershop gathering, their appearance ac
the Seartle World's Fair and their second-place honers won in
Toronto ac our 25th Anniversary Celebration. However, space
doesn't permic chis and che stories will have o keep. One par-
vicular chrill awaits the members of chis foursome and we'
fervencly hope chat ic will be provided in San Antonio. Win,
lose. or draw. though, to me they'll always be “Those Incom-
patable Nighthawks!".
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5TH PLACE MEDALISTS: MASTERS OF MISCHIEF

Police Named Them

The place was Lynn, Massachusetrs and the year was 1950.
Frank Spitito, a member of the Matblehead Chapter was busy
getting calent lined up for the annual police department ralent
show.,

Frank was tickled to death when a young boy, just entering
his teens, walked in and told him he and three of his friends
wanted to enter the contest and sing. Frank rook an immediate
interesr in the group and scon the police station was the site
of many reheatsals as Frank molded their “street corner” hat-
monies into really line barbershop harmony.

On the nighe of the talent contest, Frank was MC'ing, and as
he looked intc the wings to introduce the four youngsters,
inspiration sprang a4 name to his mind. “Ladies and gentlemen
. . . The Fout Rascals.”

And thus a name was born which was to cheill barbershop
audiences throughout North America, appear on
the jacket of records which are sold in music stores
everywhere, and propel four young men into the
Medalist rank of the Sociery.

The boy who walked into rhe Lynn police sta-
tion was Jim Vienneau, now an “ancient” 24, and
the only original member of the Four Rascals.
Dick joined brother Jim in 1958, tead Tom Spirito
in 1959, and the latesr edition is tenor Emerson
Carley, a Rascal for only a few months.

The original Rascals soon became favorires among
Massachusetts Barbershoppers and were adopted as

Know Chemr

mascors by the Salem Chapter. Tom began to coach
the quarret in the early 50's, when they became
chapter members, and eventually stepped into the
lead spor.

Their present coach is Lou Perry of the Needham
Chapter, a parc time jazz musician wich a real feel

“The Four Rascals”

tric Company. He and his wife, Lois, have a six month old
daughrer, Lisa Marie. Besides singing, he is very interested in
sports. He has been a member of the Society for nine years.

DICK VIENNEAU, bass, 30, joined the quartet in 1958.
Dick, a food distribuzor, and his wife, Barbata, have six chil-
dten ranging in age from thirreen years to six months. He
served two years in the U S, Atmy and is an avid bowler
and golfer. He has been a member of the Society for nine yeats.

EMERSON CARLEY, tenor, 32, is the newesr memnber of
the quartet. For the past eleven years he has been a communi-
cation consultant for the New England Telephone and Tele-
graph Company. He and his wife, Patricia, have four children
ranging in age from ten years to one month. He served in the
U. S. Marines for two years and his hobbies are golf and hockey.
He has been a member of the Society for hve years.

The FOUR RASCALS have grown up, or at least one would think so comparing
the above picture to others posed In thefr typlcal “rascal” attire. From left to
right they are: Jim Vlenneav, bari; Yom Splirlto, lead; Dick Vienneau, bass aud
newest Rascal, Enmerson Carley, tenor. The orlginal Rascals are shown lower right
In their youthful days. Jim Vienneav (left) 1s the only remaining member of
the orliginal group.

for Barbershop. Not only does he coach the Rascals
but he writes many of rheir arrangements and acts
as an “iaspirational force” for the quarrer. At least
those are the words of Tom Spirito.

As with mosr Society quartets, The Four Rascals
have worked their way ro the top, their rise has been steady,
not meteoric. In their first Internaricnal, at Chicago, they placed
34th. The next year they became Northeastern Discrice Champs
and, with Lou Perry in the coaching slot, came home 21st from
Dallas, In 1961, in Philadelphia, they jumped to l4th, and then
in Kansas City rose ro 7th as the audience bathed itself in rears
over "Lictle Pal.”

Already favorites throughout the country, The Rascals moved
into Toronto for the Sociery's Silver Anniversary as one of the
quartets 10 waich. And as Barbershoppers and judges alike
watched and listened, The Four Rascals again sove rheir magic
-pell through ballad and toe-tapper alike to wind up in the
.oveted Afth spot—Medalist ac last!

Just who are the Four Rascals? Well, let's take a look: JIM
VIENNEAU, baritone, 24, is the youngest and the only original
member of the quarter. Jim is a machinise for the Cannon Elec-
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TOM SPIRITO, lead, 33, joined the Rascals in 1959. He also
serves as contact man for the group. He and his wife, Patricia,
have a daughrer, Lisa Marie, six monrhs old. Tom, a social work
supervisor, has been with the Lynn Public Welfare Department
for ten years. He served four years in the UL 8. Navy. He has
been a member of the Society for fifteen years.

There they are—four men who enjoy singing . . . who re-
ceive an intense satisfaction from entereaining people. Dress
them in snappy, gay-nineties costumes ehat reflect the origin of
barbershop singing and act as humorous counrerpoint. Add o
these ingredients that richness of harmony and those good old
songs that seem to make the world we live in a linle bir
brighter. Mix well wich a desire ro win, nawral ability, and rhat
indefinable quality of being able to enterrain wirh effordless
ease.

These are the Four Rascals.
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142 MEN THRIVE ON SOCIABILITY, SINGING AND SERVICE

Minneapolis Chapter Exemplifies

By Bob Dykstra, Vice-President, with special assistance by

Olaf Lee, Immediate Past President, Minneapolis, Minn. Chapter

In Gainsville, Florida, recently, the Chairman of the Depart-
ment of Pediatrics of the University of Florida was granted the
1963 E. Mead Johnson Award for outstanding research in pedi-
atrics. At abour the same time in Minneapolis, Minnesora, an
auractive young mother contaceed the show chairman of the
annual barbershop parade of quartets and asked o become pare
of the traditionally all-male production. On the Universicy of
Minnesota campus in famous Northrop Auditorium, a group
of wide-eyed freshinen were being exposed to the cultural as-
pects of their upcoming college life by arrending a concerc en-
titled "An Exposirion of the Lively Arts” produced by the
Departinent of Concerts and Lectures for Freshmen Welcome
Week. These culture-seeking reenagers were treated o che
works of Haydn, Handel, Liszr, Verdi, Tchaikovsky, and —
Sigtnund Spaeth. They thrilled te performances by a string
quartet, a concert pianist, an operatic soprano, a baller dancer,
and—a barbershop quarrer. Three seemingly unrelated events
—an award to 4 doctor in Gainesville, an offer to help by
a young lady in Minneapolis, and a concert for college freshmen
on the University of Minnesora campus. Three events, how-
ever, which exemplify the “grand alliance” of threc oursranding
Minneapolis institutions: The Variety Club Hearr Hospical,
rhe University of Minnesota, and the Minnecapolis Chapter of
the Society for the Preservation and Encoutagement of Barber
Shop Quarter Singing in America. All three incidencts are part
of the same story—the story of a dedicared group of men who
share a love for barbershop harmony and a love for cheir fel-
low man. It is a story of rhree agencies which have cooperated
throughout the Jast fourceen years ro provide over seventy thou-
sand dollars for research into the causes and rreatment of rheu-
matic fever, congenital heatr disease, and various cardio-vas-
cular disorders.

THREE-WAY MERGER REAPS MUTUAL BENEFITS

To begin the story it mighe be well ro expand somewhat on
the incidents depicted in the firse paragraph. The winner of
the award for outstanding research in pediatrics was Dr. Richard
Smith, who began his award-winning research while a member
of the staff of the Variety Club Heare Hospital. Moreover, he
was able to conducr his research in the hospital only because
funds conteributed by the Minneapolis Chapter of $.P.EB.S.Q.S.A,
were available o consrruce certain essential Jaboratory equip-
ment. Thus it can be said that the chapeer played a very definice
role in launching what should be a long and fruicful career in
medical research.

The young mother who wished o be a part of the annual
barbershop harmony show was a former heart patient who was
deeply appreciative of the work of the Minneapolis Barber-
shoppers and who wished to take this means of demenscrating
her appreciation. Newly developed heare surgery techniques
had enabled her to lead a normal life and she wanted very much
to express her thanks te an organization which helped to pro-
vide funds for heart research.
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Dr. R, W, Browne, Min-

neapolis Barbershopper

primarily respensible for |
bringing together the TS
Minneapolis Chapter, the o
Unlversity of Minnesota ’;
and the Variety Club |
Heart Hospital, is shown .
right. =

The university’s role io this story is illusirared by the incident
involving freshmen during Welcome Week. The University of
Minnesota aids rhe Heart Hospital and the Minneapolis Chap-
ter of Barbershoppers by making available rhe facilides of
Northrop Audirorium for rhe annual Parade of Quartets, the
benefir show from which proceeds are donated to a special re-
search fund of the Variery Club Heart Hospiwal. The quartet
show is presented by the University Artists Course as a special
concerz and as such a barbershop quarret is asked to appear on
the University of Artists Course Preview, which is presented
for enrering university freshmen as parr of rheir orienration!
program. So ir is that four-pare barbershop harmony rakes its
place as an arr form alongside the opera, the ballet, and rhe
string quatter.

ADOPTED SOCIETY “AIMS” YEARS AGO

Community service, of course, as an integral parc of any chap-
rer’s operarion, is explicitly called for in the Sociery’s Code of
Erhics, one of which reads: “We shall render all possible al-
truistic service rhrough rhe mediuin of barbershop harmeny.”
The Minncapolis Chaprer chroughour its history has been com-
mirred to this end. Following its organizational ineeting early
in 1944, the chaprer very quickly adopted the policy, srill fol-
lowed rtoday, of making regular singing visits 1o hospitals,
settlemenr houses, nursing hemes, and other groups of less
fortunare individuals. In addition, the chaprer, practically from
its inception, made numerous and vatied monetary conrribucions
to worthwhile projects. Nevertheless, the leaders of rie fledgling
chapter conrinued to scarch for some permanent chairty which
would provide the motivation for future alirnstic fund-raising
accivitics,

The year 1951 provided an event of monumental imporeance
to the ciry of Minnecapolis, 1o the people of the world, and to
rthe service-minded Minneapolis Bacbershoppers. Early in rhac
year the Variery Club Hearr Hospiral opened its deors. This
new hospital dedicaced iwself o rhe dual role of specialized
treatment of cardiac patients and research into the causes of
and problems arising from heare disease. Naturally, money for
rescarch in rhese early days was limited and the research pro-
gram was desperarely in need of funds which could be used o
purchase research equipment, provide research laboratories, and
artract research-oriented young doctors. This need for funds
came to the attention of many incerested citizens and groups,
including the noew-thriving Minneapolis Chaprer of
SP.EBSQS.A. which was experiencing a need of its own.
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Three annual quartet shows had been held in the years 1948,
1949, and 1950 in che somewhatr cozy confines of Wesc High
School, and it was becoming increasingly evident that a lacger
audirorium was nceded o accommodate the ever-growing
theong of barbershop harmony enchusjasts. As a result, covetous
eyes were turned toward spacious, beautiful Northrop Audito-
riwm in the heare of the Universicy of Minnesora campus.
Chapter leaders, including Dr. R. W. Browne, made sure that
these two independent needs—the need of the Variety Club
Hearc Hospital for research funds and the need of the Barber-
shoppers for a larger auditorium—came to the accention of

the University of Minnesota Director of Concerts and Lectures,

The Mel C'Dons, one of Minneapolls’ most actlve foursomes, are
shown above as they sang for children at the Variety Club Heart
Hospltal., “Dons” from | to r are: Bob C’Gorman, Don Grote, Mel
Johnson and Don McRae.

James Lombard. Mr. Lombard, sensing rhe opportunity to en-
courage a service-minded group of singing enchusiasts, to help
solicic funds for a very worthwhile charity, and ro provide a
distinct form of musical enrerrainmenr for regular pawens of
Norrhrop Audirorium, rook it upon himself to ger permission
from rhe university administration to granr the Darbershoppers
use of these excellenr facilicies. Thus ir was char on February
10, 1951, Northrop Audirorium opened irs doors for the frse
rinte ro lovers of barbershop quarter harmony. Quarters who
appeared char memorable evening included rhe Ewald Golden
Guernsey Quarrer, Minneapolis-Moline Kaucho Quarrer, Card-
inals, Aquatennials, Norchern Pikers, Gay Nineties, Hi Lo's,
anel Four Chorders. This 1951 show, tbe Fourth Annual Parade
of Quarters, bur che first ro be offered as a special concerr pre-
senred by che University Artists Course, ateracted four thousand
persons, enabling the Minneapolis Chaprer to contribute §2,700
to the Variety Club Heart Hospial. These funds, as well as all
subsequent funds donated by rhe chaprer, were earmarked for
research equipment to be selected by the hospical staff. This fiest
gift was wsed o purchase a 330 liter Tissor Respirometer, a
Flune Phorometer, and a Beckman Model DV Quarre Spectro-

K__ .photomerer.

Thar was only a beginning. Fourteen annual parades have
since graced the Northrop stage and nearly all have played to
sell-out crowds of 4,700 patrons. Listing rhe quarcets who
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1964 Emphasis on Community Service

have appeated on these shows is like calling the roll of “Who's
Who” in batbetshop quatter singing. For example, among
past International Quartet Champions who have harmoenized
at Northtop arec numbered rhe Mid-States Foue, Buffalo Bills,
Schmitr Brothers, Four Teens, Vikings, Four Hearsemen, Con-
federates, Gay Notes, Evans Quarter, Town and Country Four,
and Sun Tones, Add to chis tremendous array of talent, an
outstanding annual chorus production which is written, direcred,
produced, and staged by local Bacbershoppers, and it's obvious
why Minncapolis has come to be associated with the best in
batbershop harmony.
$70,000 HAVE BEEN POURED INTO FUND

As a resule of these shows, contributions to the SP.EB.S.Q.S.A.
Special Research Fund of the Variety Club Hearr Hospital cotal
$70,000. These funds have been wsed for buying incricate
inscruments such as those boughe by rhe proceeds of rhe frst
show, for furnishing laboratory space for brilliant young doc-
tors, for air-conditioning laboratories ro permir summer animal
research, and for various other purposes consistent wich the gen-
cral objective of learning more about heare disease. Indirectly,
at least Society contributions have played a role in a number of
major medical breakrhroughs, .

One significanr achievement of medical research is medicine's
greatly increased knowledge concerning trearment of rheumatic
fever. Prognosis for the rheumatic fever pacienc has been im-
proved considerably in recent years. For one thing, docrors have
been able to reduce greatly the probability of recurrence of rhe
disease. Then roo, unbelievable strides have been made in heart
surgery techniques enabling doctors to correct hearr defects
which may arise as a resule of the disease. Comparable effort is
being expended in other areas of hearr rescarch. In the words of
Dr. Raobert Good, American Legion Heart Research Professor ar
the Variety Club Heare Hospital, "Funds contributed by the
Barbershoppers are used as ‘seed money' to ger worchwhile re-
scatch underway. Once promising research is started, conrribu-
tions to keep ir going are somewhat easier ro obtain. In rhis
respect the SPEBSQSA. Research Fund s absolutely in-
valuable.”

The Society’s Internarional President, Dan Waselchuk, has
outlined a program for the coming vear which emphasizes serv-
ice—service by barbershop chapters to their communities and
by the Society to worthwhile educational and charitable pro-
jecrs. The Minneapolis Chaprer, along wirh its co-workers, the
University of Minnesora and the Variery Club Hearr Hospital,
concurs wholeheartedly wirh this emphasis. To this group of
Barbershoppers the "S's” in SPEB.S.Q.S.A. have long symbol-
ized Singing, Sociability, and SERVICE.

Dr. H. Mead Cavert ac.
cepts check for Special
Research Fund of Varle.
ty Club Heart Hospital
from 1983 Minneapolis
chapter President Olaf
Lee, right.
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Dale Peak (left), Chalrman of S5alt Utah's Governor George D. Left to right: Hank Groen, Larry Kaufiman, The artificlal kldney machlne, is
Lake City, Utah Citizen's Committee, Clyde made a short address Beb Roherts, Al Fletchar and (kneellng) shown above as It appeared in opera
accepts $200.00 check from Chapter during the special benefit show., Art Shelton, all Salt Lake Clty Chapter tlen in the Highland High School lohby

President Al Fletcher. Board Members, inspect artlficlal kldney the night of the show,

sent to Ankara, Turkey.

Salt Lake City Service Project
Attracts International Attention

By Bob Roberts, Editor Salt Lake City, Utah “Spotlight”

Salt Lake Cicry, Uah—It all starved with an air disaster in
Ankaca, Turkey, which resulted in 196 casualties—most of them
butn victims. An artificial kidney was urgently needed, and Sale
Lake City, Utah decided 1o adopr Ankara as a “"brother-city” and
provide rhe hospital equipment needed. A ¢itizens committee
was formed under the chairmanship of United Aitlines execu-
tive Dale Peak; schools, churches, and 96 civic groups combined
rheir efforrs and money was raised to provide the needed kidney
machine along wirh sixteen disposable filters.

But as Salt Lake became betrer acquainted with irs “brorher
city” in che Middle Fasc it became obvious that much more
had to be done: more disposable filters at $60.00 each (cthey
can only be used one time) and a desperarely needed new wing
for the children’s hospital.

Yer all immediate sources for obtaining money in Salr Lake
City had been exhausted. Tt was ac chis stage thar the Sale Lake
Bechive Sratesmen provided the answer: a gigantic barbershop
harmony benefic show.

The response was immediate. Young Democrats and Young
Republicans banded togerher to promote ticket campaigns; in
spite of the crisis on Cyprus the Salt Lake Greek Orthodox

Shown below as they slgned the Secroll
whlch was given to the Turklsh govern-
ment are from left to right: Frank Walker,
Howard Kelly, Keith Kelly, Carlos Perkins,
Don Mlller and Jerry Allen {slgning), all
Salt Lake City Barbershoppers,

"“The funnlest quartet west of the Atlanttc Ocean,” the Sslt
Flats, are shown below as they did their part of the benefit.

Jim Wheeler and J. Carl Hancuff, who also MC’d the aFfair.

Church endorsed che show for the Turkish city; Utah Governor
Geotge D. Clyde became pace of the show; and telegrams of
encouragement poured in, including wires from Sacgent Sheiver,
Director of rhe Peace Corps, Urah Senaror Frank E. Moos, and
Urah Congressmen Burton and Lloyd.

What a show it was! To a packed auditorium the Beehive
Statesmen sang as never before, augmented by The Salt Flars,
the incomparable Evans Quarter, and even a girls quarter from
the University of Utah which sang a song in Turkish. Governor{
Clyde led the audience in a sranding ovation as the currain
closed.

Best of all, the performance, which was recorded for furcher
use by the Voice of America, raised $3,000 (including a $200
check from rhe chapter) for Ankara—enough w pur a com-
plete wing on rhe children’s hospital, enough to purchase suffi-
cient spares for the kidney machine o make ir an efficient uni.

Indeed it was with justifiable pride during che inrermission
of the show chat each member of the Beehive Statesmen walked
on stage and signed a special scroll 1o be presented ro the
people of Ankara from the people of Sale Lake City.

A tale of two cities, of brotherhood and service through
Barbershopping,

Always a big part of any Salt Lake presen-
tation, The Evans Quartet, 1960 Inter-
natlonal Chanmpions, are shown below

From left to right they are: Milt Christensen, Dale Taylor, from left to right: Turk Evans, Pres
Evans, Gene Smith and Shirl Beckstead.




Award Winner Recruits Twelve

By Don Cowles, Member,
Oswego Valley, N.Y. Chapter

Our newest "Man of Note” award win-
ner, Fred Harper, is a member of the
Oswego Valley, New York Chaprer and
started singing four-part barmony when
he was a senior in High School.

He joined the Society in the summer
of 1953, while living at home in Oneonta
and farming wich his dad. Later thac year
he was inducted into the Army and it
wasn't until 2 years lacer, in Ludwigsburg,
Germany, where he was swtioned as a
Chaplains” Assistant, that Fred was able
to stand srill long enough to organize a
quarter. This

peaceful state of gt
affairs lasted uneil ’
his discharge in

WX

1956 when he
enrolled in Ver-

monr University. N
While at school ‘ =
Fred married the

former Carol Ed- Fred Harper

dy, joined the Burlington, Vermont Chap-
ter and during his membership wirh this
chapter served as Program Chairman,
Membership Chairman, and Show Chair-
man.

The Harpers moved to Herkimer, New
York after Fred became Assistane County
Agricultural Agent. While at Herkimer,
Fred joined the Utica, New York Chap-
ter, and became 1 member of the “MO-
VAL-AIRES" quarret.

Another job transfer brought him ro
Oswego, New York and here Fred was
temporarily withour a chaprer. Io didn'c
take him long, however, to find singing
confederates in Oswego, and he soon
helped organize the Oswego Valley Chap-
ter. He has held che following posts in rhe
Chapter: Show Chairman {2 years), Pro-
gram Chairman, Music Committee and
Membership Committee Member. In ad-
dition 1o these duties Fred also organized
a quartet, “The Pore City Four”, which
became a registered quarter this past
summer,

To date Fred has received credic for
bringing twelve new members into the
Oswego Valley Chapter, and auribures his
success to the following recruiting meth-
ods: (a) find prospects by contacting
organizations such as “Welcome Wagan”
and other community singing organiza-
tions; (b) invite the prospects and bring
them (o the meetings, introduce them to
fellow members, and through a good pro-
mam insure thar they enjoy themselves;
und {c) most importanr of all, follow up;
prospects may nor feel at ease afrer only
onc meeting and if this is the casc, invite
them and bring ¢hem until they do.

e
Fe="u
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Convention Bound?

enjoy Braniff
to
SAN ANTONIO

(SPEBSQSA Convention —-
June 23-27, 1964)

MEXICO CITY

(on a post-convention tour for
as little as $103.00%)

Braniff links the U.S.A. to San Antonio with Braniff Super Jets,
Electra I Prop-Jets and other fast, frequent flights. .. First
Class or Coach. By taking advantage of money-saving Family
Plan, you can bring your wife aloeng for a well-deserved vacation.

Extend your convention trip and make it a real vacation by
visiting gay, exciting Mexice, just a short jet flight away from
San Antonio. The official SPEBSQSA tour is yours for just
$103.00* per person, plus air fare, including hotels for seven
nights, sightseeing, specified meals and side trips to Taxco
and Acapulco. It all happens on your post-convention tour of
Mexico. Other tours from 3 nights/4 days to 15 days are
available. For reservations, call Braniff or your Travel Agent.

®  “Tour number IT/KTA/MEX/64
®

[ ]
........_,..................
b _

enjoy BRANIFF

to South America, Mexico and leading U.S, cities
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By Will Coo

Member, Napa Valley, California Chapter

Q,.]Q

This js the third installment of the Society’s 25 year history which will be appearing in four page segments in the HAR-
MONIZER until completed, Author Will Cook, a professional writer and an ardent barbershopper, is spending many
hours compiling the history which will be available in book form in 1965,

The 1946 International Quarter Contest was held in Cleve-
land, and 75 quarters parcticipated. The Society had come a far
piece, harking back to the days when a contest was a popularity
thing and the audience, or musically unqualified judges, picked
the winner, and mostly on showmanship and audience appeal.
The officers had hammered out a judging program, still a bit
crade, but cerrainly soundly founded, and qualified men were on
the panel, men who knew barbershop, knew how to sing it, and
knew how it oughr to be sung,

After the lasr chord had been sung and rhe judges’ total was
given to the announcer, the Garden Stare Quartelr from Jersey
City emerged as the International Champiens, and the Kansas
City Serenaders were fourth-time bridesmaids, in second place.

Dr. Sigmund Spaeth, renowned ‘Tune Detective’ of radio
days, emceed the show to a sell-out crowd of eight thousand,
and The Misfirs, 1945 International Champions, entertained the
audience while the judges tallied rhe final score.

S what was all the hollering abour?

Ask any Barbershopper what happens when four men, each
singing their note of a chord, hit it right, lock it and stand there
wicth chac stupid, my-God-this-is-real-bliss look on their faces.

He'll tell you that this is living, really living.

The man who sings in a quartet undersrands a lot, He knows
what a good chord sounds like,

And like the jazz musician, he failed to realize, for a long
rime, that his music was universally appealling only to those
performing.

Barbershoppers were baffled, and many still are, by the fact
that the people whe listen o it do not get the smash out of it
that the singers do. They may like to listen ro it, love to listen
to it, bur the real knock is to sing ir. Ger them singing four-
part harmony and you've really reached them.

Old time tenc-preachers knew this. Ger them stamping, get
them shouting Hallelujah, and you've opened the door for the
Lord to come in.

The answer was obvious: get a man to sing in a quartet and
you've just landed a new Society member.

Great idea, only it didn'c really work.

It took a fair voice and a good ear to fall into a quartet, even
when singing the simplest harmonies and there were a lot of
men around with the desire to sing, but not the ralent for
quartet work. Not right asway at least.

the chorus: happy home for “fifth wheels”

Born of necessity, the barbershop chaprer chorus was the
answer to counrless thousands who could make the weekly nmeet-
ings, learn their music under a musical director, and sing up
a storm,

Things were changing. Woodshed barbershopping was losing
ground to the written arrangement. Frank Thorne, incoming
president and bass of the 1942 Champions, The Elastic Four,
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was one of the first men to rely on the printed arrangement.
Prior to this, most of the quartets put their music together
strictly by ear, but Thorne, and a few others, betieved that a
house is better built when a plan is followed. His quacter, The
Elastic Four, was organized specifically to win the championship,
and Thorne, as organizer, auditioned them individually, arranged
rhe music, rehearsed them, and won rhe conrest,

He liked the practical, business approach to his music and
his administration.

The chorus was taking on a stronger, more decisive role in -
barbershep harmony.

A lot of influential barbershoppers didn’e like it

A lor of them scill don't although the chorus is established
beyond doubr as the finest training ground for the best quarrers,
and certainly rhe medium thar holds the bulk of our members
in rhe Soctety.

Frank Thorne, a controversial man ar best, felt the rumblings |
in 1946 when he said, “There have been complaints from a few
members that our chapter choruses are not in keeping wirh our
Society traditions for the reason that they do not proeduce quar-
tets.”

And while some complained about the chorus singing, the
written arrangements and loudly declared conditions were going
from bad to worse, the Society took on members and there was
ralk about having an Inrernational Chorus Conrest, where each
district would present its best chorus,

A very brave man, Carroll P. Adams broached that radical
idea, but it took root.

They argued, fought, disagreed, and became disagreeable, but
the idea was sound and planning began ac the grass roots level.
... Q. C. Cash never wanted us to be so organized

Q. C. Cash was a regular contributor to the Harmonizer. He
wrote a breezy column that was easy to read and easy to forget;
it seems rhat Cash's artinude was: we're having a lot of fun
here so led’s not spoil it by thinking abour it—it was an acimde
that was shared by thousands of his barbershopping friends,
for a bare handful in 1946 really took the Society seriously, or
considered it a musical coneribution to our cultural literature.

Some did though.

A lov of these men were leaders.

They realized thar progress was essenrial and inevitable,

Deac Martin, a barbershopping patriarch, has long been the
sharp needle, reminding Barbershoppers that although they are
amareurs, rheir singing must be professional, their jokes clean,
and their conduce above reproach. Through his regular column
in the Harmonizer, Deac has prodded and pushed and reminded
and scolded and edged noses out of joint with his observations,.
bur his batring average of being right is pretty astounding.

Things were looking up all over.

The August, 1946 issue of the Harmonizer listed thirty-rwo
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new chaptets chartered since April of that year. Chartering in
those days was some different chan today. A charter could be
obrained by one man by simply wtiting in and asking for it
Yeatly dues were so low thar they wouldn't buy two glasses
of cheer at your local pub today.

In some ateas, the organization was still a lictle loose.

And gitls were getting into the act by busting the same kind
of chords as the men, only pitched up a little, and this caused
some snarling among the boys. The men were getting necvous,
not only because the gitls could sing well, but because the men
were in danger of losing whar rthey assumed was a private
hobby.

They were right

. . . there’ll be some changes made

Milwaukee was the 1947 Convention site and a few rthings
were going to be different.

First, thete were going to be five quartets in the finals; that
was whictling ehe numbec down some, and the explanation
seemed logical enough: cthey didn't want to bote the audience.
In the Cleveland convention, the main cricicism seemed to be

i thac the audience
came to “see some
fun and the quar-
tets were secious.”

Shows you how
the barbershop
audience of ro-
day has changed.
We're looking for
champions, not
have the tenor hic
the bass in che

: e pan with a Bos-
e e P r bk b, TON CIEMIE pie.

Frank Thorne was stepping down as International President
and he Jeft his matk. Thotne made some steides in the contest
judging progeam and, sutprisingly enough, they had a rule chat
kept a membet from singing in more than one quattet.

Some members thought it very unreasonable because a fifth
man was not allowed on stage to direct the quarter.

Judges were now working in fout categories: Musical and
Voice Atrangement, Hatmony Accutacy, Voice Expression, and
Costume and Stage Presence,

The Society now had a code of ethics with teeth in ir.

And the members were shaping up, accepting a tesponsibiliry
along with che privileges.

Frank Thorne believed thac the best way to have fun was to
cue out a lot of the nonsense. He believed that organization on
all levels, and competent musical leadership, would build a
strong Society.

He was right.

The women were still coming on strong. And there was a
new name going around: Sweet Adelines. Not the song, An
organizarion of women devoted (o-—you guessed it—bacbershop
harmony.

... some of the problems are still with us

Back at the ranch International was stll wrestling with a
method of getring chapter secreraries o answer theit mail and
treasurers to come up with theic yeacly dues,

Some chaptets gor themselves suspended and went right on
singing, right on putting on shows.

The articude of a lot of members was: International, who
needs it?

Back on the farm, the president and his boatd were drawing
together, cightening up loose ends, and opening new lines of
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communication berween the International office and the chap-
ters,

You could buy manuals now that told chapter officers how to
do things. Music could be putchased so that members sang
assured thac cheic hacmony was really batbershop,.

They trained judges so that the contests in the disteicts were
more uniform.

And the hatmony went marching on. The kick was the same.

It was just taking on a lictle polish.

And this year’s champion had the musical edge on lasc yeat's,

The Doctors of Harmony did it in Milwaukee; they walked
off with the Intetnacional Chainpionship, and to the judges
sucptise, the quactet sang numbers arranged and composed by
their renot, Jumbo Smith.

And che Serepaders did iv again, rook second place for the
fifth time,

Maurice Reagan, Chaitman of the Judging Commirtee, held
4 meeting before the contest 1o make sute the judges knew che
tules. Reagan, cne of the fine arrangers and technical musicians
in the Society, continually
sought to tefine cthe judging
program.

Charles Merrill stepped
into the International Presi-
denc’s spot, and brought to
Inrecnational execucive abil-
ity and sound musical back-
ground, for Merrill had al-
ready established himself as
a top chorus direccor and ar-
ranger.

Like it or not, things were
moving along and the Society was gaining in members and in
respece for its aims and performances.

Trank Thotne was still hammering away: “The success of our
Society is dependent on the success of its chaprers. The success
of the chaprer is dependent on the maintenance of interest in
chaprer ineetings.”

And all the while the songs kept pouring our, ac the PTA
meerings and the lodge clubs and on the chapter shows, and it
was prerty good music.

. . we started to recognize our public

Barbershoppers were changing their minds abour one thing:
they now cared what the public thoughe of them and quarcers
went our of theit way to sing the things the public liked.

It was a rare thing now to hear a quarter, standing on a
stage before sixteen hundred people, sing just the chings that
thrifled them the most.

Public Relations was a word you were heating a lictle moce of.

In 1947, Incecnational had in effect the following commic-
rees: Achievement Awards, Chaprer Methods, Community Serv-
ice, Contest and Judging, Districts, Echics, Execarive, Finance,
Harmonizer, Inter-Chapter Relations, Laws and Regulations,
Membership, Old Songs, Public Relations, Resolurions, Song
Artangements, and Ten-Year Hiscory.

A loc of commitrees, you say?

‘There were a Jor of members, a lot of ideas, and the Society
was growing, macuring.

The August 1947 issue of the Harmonizer conrained the
song: Keep America Singing, composed and actranged by Bill
Dieckema, an Internactional Board member and member of the
Society’s College of Arrangers.

Frank Thorne caprured the same sentiment in anothet song,
also called Keep cwmerica Singing, but the Diekema version
caught on and coday the Thorne song is rarely heacd.

Intecnadonal was geting inwo the mail order business. A
member could buy, in addition to music and folics, lapel but-

(Continued on next page)
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MELODIES FOR MILLIONS— (Continued from page 21)
tons, windshield stickets, SPEBSQSA license plate frames, cellu-
loid ID badges, and a SPEBSQSA Zippo lighter.

Imagine thar!

Deac Martin was complaining loudly about quartets losing
the melody just so they could bust a ringing chord, Deac wanted
quartets ro stick wirh rhe melody, nor change it so they could
introduce a new chord,

Quarters howled about that.

But today you'd better sing the song. The judges ate wairing
for digressions from the composer’s scote and penalize for
flagranc changes.

So there you are, everyone figuring Deac is wrong again and
then it turns out thar he was righr.

Darbershopping, once confined mostly to the easr and mid-
west, had spread out, with California blooming along, and Ore-
gon sporting chapters. New membets meanr new problems and
somehow Inrernational rose to the challenge.

. .. who's minding the store?

Barbershoppers, being human, had always demonstrated some
very irritating characteristics. International dues increases were
met with bellows of rage and suspicion. Some were so stupid
as ro believe that the headquarters staff lived in Roman splen-
dor on the accumulated fifty cent pieces.

The truth of the marter was diamerrically opposite. A glance
at the occupations of neacly every International Officet—and
they are all listed in the Harmonizer—immediately demon-
strares rhat rhese men were all successful in business, and many
wealthy in their own right.

They poured money like water into the Society and many
carried it on their pockethbook for years while ir struggled to
supporte ieself.

An International officer in 1947 not only had 1o have talent
and enthusiasin, he had to have a nice bank balance to support
not only his own hobby, but the haobby of those thoughtless
ones who contributed little other than a big noise.

Oklahoma City was the convention site for 1948 and the all
events book cost five dollars, American money.

Prices have gone up, haven't they?

Thete were a few new rules, firm, of course.

Quartets were forbidden to sing modern harmony nuwmbers.

Lach song had to end on a major or tonic chotd,

The entrance and exit of the
quarter was part of their stage
presence.

Penalties would resule from the
melody being changed so thac it
couldn’t be recognized.

A quarter did not gain points
for wriring or arranging theit own
songs.

An occasional chord, wirth rhe
tenor below the melody, was per-
missible as long as it did nor be-
come characreristic.

Period costumes would nor win
points over uniform dress.

Some changes there. Things were shaping up. You really had
to sing the songs right to win a contest.

Why not?

Membership was ar cwenty-two thousand and  there were
four hundred chapters.

Chester Gould, who created Dick Tracy, was getting it in che
neck from Batbershoppers. He had a quarcet called, The Mum-
bles Guartel, composed of criminals who sang at parties and
swank affairs and then made off with rhe swag,

000000, that made Barbershoppers mad!

One chaprer secretary even wired Gould—he was thar mad—-
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and asked Richard Tracy to be his guest at their show, so that
the cartoonist could get a real impression of clean-living Bar-
bershoppers.

And Barbershoppers were knocking the Sweer Adelines, and
all 'she’ quartets. Some scarhing letters rto the editors rhere,

A lot of them were anonymous, but the Harmonizer never
published a single one of them.

They didn’t want it to become a trash magazine,

. our image begins to improve

And while all this was going on, men across the country
were singing in rhe barbershop chaprer choruses and things were
shaping up all over. A chaptet could put on its show and nor
have it panned in the papets. Tickets were getting easier to sell,
and a Barbershopper could talk about his hobby in mixed soci-
ety without everyone putting him down right away as a nut.

Progress, it touches us all.

Some wag said, "Barbershopping is a swell hobby, and a
hobby is something we go crazy over specifically, ro keep from
going nuts over everything generally.”

Words to live by.

The pitchpipe rechnique was coming under close scrutiny in
the Pebruary, 1948 issue of the Harmonizer, which leads one to
believe.thar no one ever used one before, Quarters wete warned
not to start songs in the wrong key, and to avoid this, it is best
to use the pitchpipe.

This bronght up a technical matter, the necessity of knowing
the key in which the song was written.

A burdensome derail for any quartet, yon can bet.

There was also a little instruction in what key signatuces
were and where they were found on rhe written score.

Also rhere was a watning to quartets who try to sing every-
thing in one key ro avoid all these perey problems,

In all it was an illuminating article and certainly pointed
up just how far Barbershoppers were from being musicians. {

Singers, si! Musicians, no/

And all the while the Harmonizer was looking better and
gerting  farcter and
the Mutual Net-
work was going to
again broadcasr the
Medalists from the
stage of Oklahoma
City’s Municipal
Auditorium from
9:00 to 9:30 Satur-
day nighe.

They did, roo.

This would be
the most widely
heard broadcast of
barbershop music
in the Society’s his-
tory and the mem-
bers were a litcle excited about che whole thing.

Hal Staab, chairman of the 10-year-history commitree, was
beginning to rub his hands togecher, and Deac Martin’s labor of
love was about ready to go to the printers.

This 10 year history, now out of print, was dispensed from
Internacional Headquarters and came into the hands of many
Barbershoppers.

In the May, 1948 issue of the Harmonizer, O. H. King Cole,
International Vice President, came our just as bold as you please
and chainpioned the cause of chorus singing.

He chought they (choruses) were a good ching and said sc.

He thoughe they could be used on shows withour hurting any-
thing, particularly those splendid chaps who sang in rhe eighr
or nine quartets every show had.

IMPROVEMENT

RVARG
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. . . do you remember the four hour shows?

What wete these shows like?

Sometimes four solid hours of songs rhat sounded alike,
that's what they wete like. Even died-in-the-wool harmony buffs
blanched at the prospece of sitting chrough some of them.

The chotus was a handmaiden. Members sold the tickets,
painted and erected the scenery and ran ercands for thac quactet
in from Waxahatchie Junction.

Cole liked choruses on shows, chorus singing in the chapter,
and it all must have cost him votes at the nexe election.

Carroll Adams moaned a lictle in the same issue about what
a tough job it was ac HQ. And he wasn'c kidding, Four hundred
and fifty chapters, seventeen hundred quactets and one hundred
and seventy-five choruses.

Which proved that Carroll was indeed very busy and thac
each chapter didn't have a chorus.

Jean Boardman, long a guiding lighe in the Society and cer-
ainly a man who always became involved in controversy, de-
clared war on chapeers who did not stick steictly to the man-type
barbershop quartec on cheir shows.

Boardman, in addition to the many things he did not like,
added: she-quartets, a three-woman-and.one-man-quartet, and
a father-mother-and-little-son combination. He also disliked in-
strumental novelties, soloists, corny joke tellers, buck-and-wing
dancers,

He was, in shorg, a man who liked his music straight.

And nor oo many paid attention because the knowledge was
slowly penetrating that the public paid to be entercained first
and to hear good barbershop second.

What chey really liked was che growing professionalism, a
thing Jean Boardman heroically champicned for many years.

Deac Martin was again campaigning in his column for quar-
tets and emcees to clean our all the double-meaning jokes.

Deac always yelled abour that and he got through to the
troops; today it is almosr impossible to hear offensive material
on a show. He didn't like dialect jokes, or jokes about the infirm,
or about minority groups.

And he never once changed his mind about this.

SPEBSQSA was on solid ground and establishing itself more
fininly in the musical community; serious professional musicians
now knew who we were.

And the diehards who insisted that we keep everything wood-
shed were losing ground steadily and raking on the color of
the right-wing lunatic fringe. Hard work from singing members
and competent chorus direction were producing good music and,
instead of frighrening members away, it attracted more mem-
bers, and of a beteer quality rhan before.

There'll Be Some Changes Made was being sung by Barber-
shoppers.

And they meant ic.

In Qklahoma City, The Pittsburghers came off with the In-
ternational Championship amid the howling and foot-stamping
of thousands, while amid a quieter, more studied atmosphere,
King Cole was a shoo-in for the presidency.

A folio of fifteen songs arranged by Sociecy members was
published and wenc our in July o all chapters which had paid
all or parr of their per capita tax for the new fiscal year.

For those who hadn't paid up, the book sold for fifty cents
a copy and was one of the best buys ever offered by the Sociecy.

In addition to the thiry-five songs published in loose-leaf
form, this gave Society members a fair bir of music to sing, all
of ir top grade, and shows thar followed were builc around many
of these pieces.

Quality in barbershop harmony was the usual thing now, not
the exception.

There were other changes raking place, although no one
seemed rto notice pacticularly. Members were gerting younger.

In most of the photographs of Society men running in the
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eatly Hatmonizets, it was immediately apparent to the discern-
ing that the hobby acttacted men in their middle yeats, Thete
were always a few young men, to be sute, but the bulk of the
members were “getcing on.”

Bue this was changing. New men were joining. Young men
who did not have that background of woodshed barbershop that
dated back before the Society was formed.

They didn't need it.

There were choruses to sing in, directors to teach them, and
good Sociery-published barbershop music to sing.

In no time fat they were as good as old Clyde who had busted
chords in France in 1917,

In fact, The Four Shader of Harmony, the 1948 fifth place
Medalists, were nothing more than kids, if you listen to some
of the older members tell it.

Yet this was an exciting change and no one could really
deny it

... let’'s pitch it up a bit

The old style barbershop bass who roosted all night on the
low G and ended his songs on the low C was fading. Reason:
they were just darned hard o
find.

New things were happening,

Tenors were climbing and
now and then you could hear
one up there on the B flat and
it was a thrill. The lead singer,
no longer a baritone wich a
pretty voice, was singing up
there where the old dme renot
used to be.

The whole ching was being
pitched up and there was a
good reason for ir: the male
voice, having gobs of reso-
nance, lacked brilliance, and by
boosting the pitch a litele, no-
thing was lost in resonance and
a lot was gained in color.

The Detroit Chapeer held a meeting where teen-age sons of
members were specifically invired. They served potato chips,
pretzels, ginger ale and Pepsi, And they sang barbershop har-
InOﬂ.y.

As the twig is bent, they say.

George Campbell, in voicing his comments abouc rhe Okla-
homa City convention and barbershopping, said, "I think Cash
would admic that it started in fun, and it is still great fun, bur
it ain't funny NOW. A- few years back, mentioning to a friend
thar you were a member of SPEBSQSA got a laugh. Now the
guy wants te join.”

Elmer Peterson, edirorial writer for the Daily Oklaboman,
said, “Even deeper than the secret desire of men to sing in
harmony is the significant crend toward reviving the arc of
self expression.”

How abour thar?

Barbershoppers were hearing a lor about the Reagan Clock
Sysrem and the Bach circle of fifths and in the Harmonizer there
appeared a bit of explanarion by Frank Thorne whe spoke of
the dominanc chord, and the super-tonic,

Like ir or nor, Barbershoppers were going ro get a musical
education, for as any old twumpec player will rell you, you can
ger away wich “ear music” just so long.

Meanwhile, the city of Buffalo, New York was selected as
the next convention site, and Internatibnal Headquarcers
changed addresses. moving ro a larger building thar would
house rhe ten full-time employees.

And the ren yeat history, Keep America Singing, was on the
verge of being published.
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WIVES PROVE WORTH THEIR WEIGHT IN MINK

Arlingtonettes Show Men How fo Raise $700

By Nelle Watts, wife of Arlington Heights, 1llineis member

Who has more fun than Barbershoppers? Barbershoppers’
wives, that's who! And they're versatile, imaginarive, ingenious,
plus knowing how to turn an honest buck . . . when ic's needed.

Living proof, for example, are the recent activities of the
Arlingronettes . . . yes, you guessed . . . they're the wives of rhe
Arlington Heighits Chapter, the ILLINOIS DISTRICT Chorus
Champions. When their boys won the coveted crown lasr Fall,
it was apparent to these barbershop-minded women chac a lictle
extra cash in the harmony sock would help get their boys to
San Antonio a wee bir faster.

Ir all began when Miriam Schuler, Anneliese Auge, Janie
Wellman and Shirley Robb got rogether over coftee cups and
decided it was high rime to do something constructive, money-
wise, for “their boys in brown”. Ideas like caffling off Cadillacs,
selling Boston Creme pies, highjacking trucks were all thrown
our for lack of a second. Until one harmless-looking gal, Lucy
McCarcly, who all of her life has wanted a MINK and talks
about it constanrly, waxed enrhusiastic abour her favorite sub-
ject. MINK-—those in attendance screamed, that's ict And so
it was,

The projecr fast began raking shape. Chairman Anneliese
Auge scheduled in a Mink Show, Janie Wellman arranged for
jewelry, rickets were morhered over by Evie Roberrs, Rurhie
Workun handled the door prizes and Maxine Kipley did all
the publicity, which figures because she talks almost as much as
I do! Goodies were donated by Pure Qil, arrangements com-
pleted and tickets pur our for sale. Pessimist Fred Jasper, the
chapter San-Antonio-or-bust chaitman, kepr relling the girls not
to bank too much on rhe success of their project. Millie Myets

showed him by selling 40 rickets herself, Wasn'r it poetic justice
then when she won the mink collar thar was raffled off?

What did they make you ask? SEVEN HUNDRED DOL-
LARS . . . .enough to send rhree and one half men to San
Anrtonio. How abour rhar?

Then . . . o the ridiculous from the sublime . . . when rthey
nurned over the check to President Stan Myers at the pot luck
... bur wait, that’s the second half
of chis story.

To celebrare their success and to
have a pot-luck pacty was next on the
girls' agenda. So amid chicken casset-
ole and choklit cake, they presented
their check to the chapter. We must
admit, in all fairness, thar pessimist
Fred Tasper was the first one to ac-
knowledge their fine feac and offered Myers receives a check
1o eat any well-done crow that might from Mrs. Earle Auge.
be available, Luckily for him, no crow was to be had and the
girls forgave him as he filed the check away in the “San An-
ronio trip” money file.

But these Arlingronetres had seill more to offer. They pre-
sented a play entirled "Barbershopper, This Is Your Wife"—
which depicred certain phases of a barbershopper's wife and the
varied, devious roles she portrays in a single roudine day, But
since picrures speak louder than words, let them finish the stoty,
(Modest Jean Stevens who directed and produced the play
would not have ber picture taken.) {(See numbered pictures
below.)

Arlington President Stan

1. Glamorous Mrs. Dan Krehshach, showing off her mink boa. 2. Mink hat and collar by Mrs, Milt Decker. 3. Mrs. Bob Cecrle shows low to wear a mink
stole. 4. Mrs, Jack Schuler looks comfortable in her mink jacket. The "1 told you so” dinner featured a play which found the feminlne charmers in some
unusvual attire: 5. Mrs. Richard Reed, the Please.I’drather-do-it.myselfer. 6. Family chauffeur, Mrs. Robert Isaacson, hright.eyed, steel-nerved with perfect

avtomotor synchronization. 7. Mrs. John Workun , . .

our angel of merey who is kind, gentle, loving, 8. Mrs, Verna Dohe starring in “How to outwit and

defend yourself from your chlldren and husband”. 9. Mrs. Vernon Bertrand en route to barbershop conventions, year in and year out, same outfit, same
enthusiasm, different city. 10. The type wife a Barbershopper “thinks” he’'d Ilke to have, Mrs. Fred Tullar. 11. Narrator of the play, blacked-out teeth
and all, Mrs. Robert Kipley. 12. Mrs. Leonerd Klaproth . . . the Elizabath Taylor of the culinary arts,
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g)U ergreen SAOLI’Q&

By William Tobiassen,

/O roé/em, So/ufion

Immediate Past President,

Mount Hood, Washington Chapter

“Population Explosion” is a popular topic among eggheads
and peddlers of “the pill” these days.

If the men who steer the destinies of three chapters in the
Evergreen District can help ir, chey'll be wking advantage of
the “explosion” rather than bemoaning the fact. These growth-
conscious leaders have faced up 1o theit problem and ace doing
something about it.

They're arguing:

"A healthy society is a growing society. No chapter group
remaining static during such periods of population growth can
mainrain its strengeh for long,”

These destiny-guiders had a problem, and they've found at
least one tool with which to whip it. If it works in one place, it
could work in another. Hence this efforc to share the know[edge

The ptoblem:

Three chaprers—Portland (downtown), Mount Hood
{Sourheast Portland) and Fort Vancouver—actually had lost
members berween 1962 and 1963. As of the August, 1963, re-
pore, Portland was down from 54 to 37, Mount Hood barely
had held even, 51 and 51; and Vancouver had shrunk from 43
to 39.

How to stimulate and encourage membership growth o en-
able the choruses to be at full strength for competition? One of
them even was in danger of not being able to pur the nccessary
20 men on the stage in the Discrict Conrest.

The solution:

Area Counselor William (Toby) Tobiassen, oucgoing presi-
dent of the Mount Hood Chapter, suggested to membership
vice-presidents of the three chaprers thae they get involved in
a membership conrest.

Resules of the contest:

—Total of 21 new members gained in a six-week period.
The winning chapter (Fort Vancouver) picked up 11 new men,

—All three chaprer choruses competed in Districr Conrest
and all three wirh enough men ro be eligible

—New spirit awakened in the chaprers. Added volume meanr
sharper chorus wotk, Chaprer programs brightened by carching
the competitive spirit of the concesr. Visitors and other guests
sensed the quickened pulse of chings.

The prize:

A 25-inch Olympic trophy, appropriately inscribed wich the
year and name of winning chapter.

Juse in case your district should enteccain a similar notion,
here are the rules set down by Counseloc Tobiassen and his
vice-presidents:

1—Sract of conrest was date of nocificarion to rhe chaprer
memberships {Seprember 9 in this case).

2—Terminarion of conrest was QOctober 31,
Disrrict Contest,

3—Base from which poinrs would be earned was membership
rotals as reported by Incernacional on Augusr 31.

4—Points earned per each new member as follows: Mounr
Hood, | per member; Forr Vancouver, 1.25 per member; Port-
land, 1.28 per member. These percentages were reached by tak-
ing size of membership into consideration, giving a “handicap”
to largest chapter.

5—Winning chapter would receive a perperual rrophy to be
awarded ac the District Convenrion. Cost was split three ways.

It worked for us! It might work for you, too!

the eve of rhe

GAY 90'S JACKETS

Authentically designed,
handsomely tailored to
individual size. Colors

to gladden $26.90

your heart,

MATCHING CR CONTRAST.
ING TROUSERS .....
O Bold Checks
O Stripes
O Plaids
O Solids

ORDER NOW .., OR

SHAWL COLLAR

Beautiful spotlight col-
ors: Red, Royal, Grey,
Powder Blue, Gold, Pea-
cock Blue, White, Green,
Charcoal, Maroon,
Top quality fabrics,

Fully $1 8.90

lined.
ALSC AVAILABLE
WITH MATCHING SHAWL

FULL STOCK
IMMEOIATE DELIVERY

. SIRIPED BLAZERS

Styled for your group.
2, 3, or 4 button, Patch
or flap pockets. Finest
Dacron, Rayen or Orfon
. blends, Also avallable In

plaids or 523.90

solids,

BY

TUX PANTS .,

TARTAN PLAID

Handsomely styled,
authentic and mod-
ern tartans with au-
dience appeal. Basic
colors: Red, Grey,
Blue, Maroon, Yel-
low, Rust, Green,
Charcoal. New,
slim-lIne lapels.

Fully ORDER MOYVY
inet. $19.90 ¥ OR SEND FOR

FULL STOCK SWATCHES
IMMEDIATE DELIVERY

. 59.50 CUMMERBUND & TIE SET ... $3.50

SAXONY ClOTHES 230 CANAL ST., NEW YORK 13, N.Y. + WOrth 2-62‘?0




By Elmer Vorisek
Send Your Ideas To:

Cleveland 5, Ohio

LOW COST “CHEER UP" CARD WORKS WONDERS! The
boys in Illinois Discrice aren't satisfied with Championship
Choruses and Medalist Quartets—alone. They develop other
ideas too—rtheir scoring system for Bulletin-of-the-Year Con-
tests, for example, plus the Photwo-of-the-Year Contest, just to
name two, Now, four of rhe Discrice workhorses——Don Beasley,
President; Charlie Wilcox, Editor; Oscar Mathisen, Historian;
and Bob Hockenbrough, actist and former editor of this column,
have conspired o produce an original "Cheer Up" card for
sick and afflicced members, With design and verse by Hock, it's
printed in a four color combination, and you can't help but
feel betcer when you look at it. Charlie has been testing the
card by sending it to officers and editors of orher districts; w0
men who are on the shelf ar home or in the hospital; to Public
Relations contacess such as newspaper men, radio and TV siaff
members; to program advertisers and anyone known to be a
Barbershop Booster. Replies from the recipients are pure gold
and make ir worth the small efforr of sending out the card.
We're not permitted ro prine a piceure of the card as chis would
rob it of some of its surprise gimmicks. Ic's strictly Barbershop
all the way. For additional derails—write Charlic Wilcox, P. O.
Box 312, Freeporr, 11l
FORMULA FOR CHAPTER GROWTH: "Never underesrimate
the power of a woman,” especially if she’s married to a prospec-
tive member. Our Kau-Chute, Wisconsin Chapter recendly de-
parted from the usual bit of inviting prospects to a doctored-up
chaprer meeting. Instead, they invired the wives and gal friends,
with the understanding that the “prospecis” could tag along too.
They reazed a handsome club room, set up a shell, barber poles,
stage lighting and all the trappings for a litcle show. Around the
walls were displays of Society lirerature, quarter and chorus
photos, trophies won by the chorus, member awards and ocher
batbershop paraphernalia. A few days before the program,
the guest wives and gal friends received personal, written re-
minder-invirations from the chapter president. On program
night, the club room was jammed with over one hundred and
twenty-five barbershap-minded folks primed for fun. And fun
they got! Included in the variety program were a demonstration
of how barbershop chords are built, a shot of gang singing—
pitched for women's voices—and a finale thar included every
man in the house #p frons learning the first four bars of Sig
Spaeth’s "1 Want To Harmonize.” Food, favors for the women,
woodshedding and good fellowship closed the evening. Results?
Several men joined during the weeks immediatcly following.
while several others continue to atrend as guests while “making
up their minds.” You can be sure the chapter won't let them
per away.
THE “WE FOUR"” QUARTET IDEA—as developed by our
Michigan City, Indiana Chapter (the entire membership is
divided into groups of four) is used to serve their chapter
in several ways, namely:

* Communications: Each chaprer officer is responsible for

two “We Four" quartets. He contacts the lead only of each
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group, who in turn conracts the other members of his
toursome,

* Work Assigninents: Each quarter is assigned a meeting
nighr in which they are completely responsible for the
housework: Le. seuing up chairs, preparing food and re-
freshioents, cleaning up afrer the meeting, and taking
chaprer attendance.

* Membership: Each group is assigned, from time to ume,
a certain number of prospective applicants wo conract and
bring to the meeting, inciding the follow-up calls which
ultimately resuir in these applicants becoming new mem-
bers.

LOOT QUARTET BAGS CASH! All meetings of the Scerling-
Rock Falls, 1. Chapter start pronto at 8 p.mn. Lare acrivals are
fined a dime, which is placed in & Loor Box and held for the
last meeting of each month—this (last) mecting being desig-
nated as Fun Night. As members arrive on Fun Nighr, they
sign a slip of paper and place it in a box marked for their re-
spective singing section {ie. lead, tenor, bari or bass). late
arrivals are ineligible for this. Later in the evening, during the
programming and entertainment, a drawing is made from these
four boxes—choosing just one name from each. This forms the
LOOT QUARTET which is then required to sing one regular
barbershop number withont rehearsal. Upon completion of chis,
they receive the monthly accumulation of loot. The idea goes
over exrremely well with the chapter members.

BRING ‘EM UP TO DATE: We're certain that many chapters
could take a cue from our Minneapolis, Minn. Chapter in brief-
ing their new or almost new members relative to past chapter
history. Each meonith, Minneapolis publishes a brief historical
sheet, with references ro members, quartets, events and awards,
et from four-eight-twelve-and sixteen years ago. Seems like an
excellent way to acquaint your newer members wirh the key
men and rhe important happenings of yesteryear.

ATTENTION ALL CHAPTER OFFICERS: You are missing the
boat if you have not yet read and applied the marerial furnished
you in the wew 1964 Chapter Program Workbook. This manual
is one of che finest to come out of our Internarional Head-
quarters and is designed o help yon—if only you will accepr
this help. With full use of the macerial contained in chis “Tile
of Program Ideas” by every chapter in cur Society, we would
have over G50 chapters of which o be proud. The rools wre
available. Will you use them? And—on almost the same subjecr
—we urge all Chapter Secretaries to latch on to the "Weakly Re-
minders” Manual—a real weird publication, designed to get
the attention of your chapter members when mailing our meet-
ing notices. bulletins, etc. This manual is “"way ouc” and will
throw you in stitches, as well as stir up your members. It too
may be had by writing Bob Meyer ar our Internacional Office.
TWO SOCIETIES JOIN HANDS: Qur St. Croix Valley ( Hud!
son, Wisc.} Chapter may have scored a first recendy with the
purchase of their Organizarional Lifetime Membership in the
Sr. Croix Valley Historical Society. Fitting indeed for the one
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group, dedicarted to the preservarion of the songs of the past,
to become associated with the organization acrively secking to
preserve the history and culture of years ago. Congrats o the
boys at St. Croix for aiding the Historical Society in its effore
to prevent the grandeur of rhe pasr from becoming lost and for-
gortten 1n this fast moving {atomic) world of today.

WHAT IS “Swrictly NOT a Barbershop Nighe?” Well, sir—
ir is, licerally speaking, the mecting one week following your
annual show—when your chapter (and gals) get together for
a session of laughing through rears. NO barbershop is per-
formed; nor a quarret is heard; the direcror is nor allowed to
raise his hand or his voice; no business is conducted. BUT-—
every member who has longed to show off his own personal
talent, be ic boogie woogie, banjo or rhyming baloney, is given
his chance. The hidden entertainmenct potential uncovered on
such programs is astounding.

POINT SYSTEM PROVES SUCCESSFUL—in membership
growth. Our Scarborough, Onrario Chaprer doesn't believe in
sitting back and waiting for new members to drop in. Having
completed a most fruicful {963 membership drive, during
which they added 22 dyed-in-the-wool new members—chrough
the use of the poinr system-—they have decided to continue the
same policy for 1964. A large charr is kept up-to-date in rheir
meering room, indicating each member’s running total of points
(4 points for bringing a guest to a meeting; 10 poines for each
guest who becomes a member). High man each monch becomes
“Barbershopper of the Month”—receiving bis coffce and dough-
nuts free for the following month. Top man of the Medalist
class (the twelve monthly winners) is declared the “Barber-
shopper of the Yeur"—svith his dues paid in full for the fol-
lowing year. The next four Medalists receive a Barbershop
Record Album of rheir choice. It's interesting to note thar rhe
chapter was unable ro hold an official “guest nighr” lasr year
because EVERY meeting night throughour the year was a Guesr
Night—wirh chapter atrendance averaging a phenomenal 80%
of the inembership. This system, modified to each chaprer’s own
ground rules, bears considerable merit and is recommended for
your consideration,

IF YOU HAVEN'T YET BEEN ABLE w get the idea across to
your local telephone office that your chapter should be listed in
the yellow pages—for a fee, of course—why not do as our
Sterling-Rock Falls, Illinois Chapter did and obtain a suitable
listing on the area map of sireets usually found in all telephone
directories. You'll note the listing on this map of civic and
other type organizations Why not your Chaprer?

DID YOU KNOW? . . . The nicest thing you can put into a
guest’s hand is another hand. . . Our Sacramenro, Calif. Chapte:
recenrly donated a collection of barbershop record albums to
cheir city's library AND co the local chaprer of the Society for
the Blind. .. Many chaprers gain good public acceptance through
the use of chapter courtesy cards or business cards. . . In our
Utica, N.Y. Chapter—anyone failing to bring ac least one guest
on Guest Nighe is sentenced to direcr a regular chorus rehearsal
{we can't think of any punishment worse than rhatt), . . Cres-
cenea Valley, Calif. Chapter has gencrated more interesc in
quarter activity by the use of a tape recorder. They record ran-
dom and volunceer foursomes for later playback for study and
enjoyment. They boast 80% atrendance ar meerings, an enviable
figure. . . The use of different color name badges (blue) for all
past presidents of the San Gabriel, Calif. Chapter helps 1o iden-
tify these hard working men who guided he chaprer in previous
years. How many of the newer members in your chapter can
readily recognize your veterans? . . . Finally, the mose successful
chaprers in our Society are those with the besr records in
Community Service. Did you know?
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I Midnite Blue

414,50 value $9.50 ;%

Formal jackets as dis-
tinctive as your group’s
theme song. All uxury fab-
rics: shantungs, silk blends,
and metallics. Grey, Red,
Gold, Powder Blue, Royal,
White.

Hoﬂdﬁq . styled with

self-matching lapels, no cuffs.
245 VALUE FOR $24.50

Twi - Nighien
. . . Same style as

“Dayniter” without
black trim. Allcolors.

$45 VALUE For $24.50,

TUX TROUSERS

or Black - %

Formal effect with
tux trousers, casual
with slacks.

Qrder now
or send for swalches

COmorR!S

“IT SAYS HERE ON HIS APPLICATION FORM HE SINGS
BOTH TENOR AND BASSI”



19 ENTRIES VIE FOR $1,000 AT DAYTON SUBURBAN

Scholarships To High School Quartet Winners

By Bert Wheeler, Dayton Suburban, Ohio Chapter

I've just experienced my greatest bathetshop theill.

My chaptet has just completed its first annual High School
Barbershop Quartet Contest and it was my great honor to have
been Chairman. To say thae it was 10095 successful would seem
like bragging, but I'm so doggone proud of our effor, I'm
going to risk it. Not only did we succeed in encoutaging bat-
bershop in thar a surprisingly large number of entries appeared,
bur they mirrored their enrhusiasm in cheir perforinance.

We had talked about high school nights and high school
contests for several years, but the minure our new President, Carl
Monnin, ook office, he went to work on a progeam designed
to project the name of Dayton Suburban and the Society as it
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Bert Wheeler, Contest Chairman, Is shown above as he briefed the
contestants in Dayton Suburban's High School Quartet Contest,

frow 8

had never been done in this arca. Carl is, to say the least, an
oversized young man, with ideas to match. Past chapter jobs
have proven him to be a stickler for details to the extenr it was
often impossible to find a man with enough enthusiasm to co-
operate fully with him,

This may have been one reason why on the evening he called
me with his carefully prepared sales pitch, I adinittedly was not
his firsr choice for the job. However, I listened carefully to his
proposition, menrally discarding rhis ides and enlarging on
another, unril some rhirty minures lacer 1 was as enthusiastic as
he, and we were off and running,

In our chaprer, we also have another man wich a repuration
for getting things done, A two-rime Past President, Marjon
Chalecki is an execurive with a large independent grocery dis-
tributor here. Marion had been most cooperative in the past by
providing chorus jobs and program ads, etc. I dropped in on
him cne afrernoon and asked what he thought his firm, The
White Villa Company, would say to providing $1,000 in
scholarship money as first prize for the winning quarter. He in-
formed me that saine nighr they would nor only provide cthe
money, but would assist with publicity and printing services.
I promprly rewarded Marion by appointing him my Co-Chair-
man,

Our next step was to prepare a letter to the music teachers of
the schools in our immediate area, inviting them and their boys
te a High School Night, two weeks hence. A gala evening was
planned, but serendipity rook over and what very nearly could
have been a first-rate parade, wrned our to be the greatest
chapter meeting we'd ever had. Over 100 students and teachers
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showed up and enthusiastically endorsed the contest and bar-
bershopping in general. Seventeen quartets requested copies of
the contest rules, entry blanks, coaching and arrangemeats.

The next three months flew by, Members responded to the
request for coaches. Some brought their quartets down to sing
at our meeting to gain experience. Others kepe their boys care-
fully “under wraps”. Ed Smith coached three quartets at oné
school, one composed of four freshmen who vowed to win in
1966, The night positions were drawn the chapter was stuaned
ro discover we had eighreen entries.

The big day finally arrived and even though we had double-
checked every entry, I siill couldn’c believe they'd all appear
Appear they did (plus one late encry who arrived after rhe
briefing). One even artived twice, having shown up one day
early, through some misunderstanding,

Hugh Ingrabam, our distinguished Lield Represenzative, came
down from Columbus to emcee, Lou Mau, our Districe Presi-
dent, came from Elyria to be a judge, as well as Roger and
Harry Van Gunten, Jim Rothe and Dave Youngs.

Every single quarret displayed an amazing talent for barber-
shopping. Qur of the nineteen quarcets, only a few did nor do
as well as many quartets | have heard in districr contests. The
scores were surprisingly close.

The winning quarcer was rhe “"Coug-Aires”, composed of
three seniors and a sophomore and coached by Ed Smich. Second{
place (two points behind ) and fifty dollar savings bonds, pro-
vided by our chapter, went to the “Four Seniors” from Troy.
Third place and twenty-hve dollar savings bonds were taken by
the “Fairmontones” of Ketrering.

Just what did we accomplish, other rhan initiating 76 young
men to barbershop competition? We made friends of many
music rteachers, who heretofore had less than a scanr inter-
esr for our music. Likewise, the parents and friends of rhe con-
testants who attended ¢he contesr commented fully on rhe
merits of such a wonderful organization that would go to all
this trouble for a bunch of kids. The resulting radio and TV
appearances of the Champs did the chapter no harm eirher. And
finally, the chapter received the wonderful glow of satisfaction
that comes from a job well done by all.

For a sentimental "nut” like me, who warches “Lassic” and
cries at basketball games, it's been too much. I'm a nervous
wreck, but I thank our “Prez” Card Monnin for ralking me into
it. (Ediror's Note: We apologize to Bert Wheeler and the
Dayton Suburban Chapter for not using this story sooner. We
understand they just produced their second successful contesr

on April 5th.)

From left to rlght the
winning COUG.AIRES
are: Gary Hofferbertl,
tenor; Tom Lorton, lead;
Bill Layman, bari and
Buck Hammond, bass.
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BOWLING GREEN, KENTUCKY . . . Cardinal
Distcict . . . Chartered March 24, 1964 . . .
Sponsored by Louisville, Kentucky . . . 28
members . . . C. Carroll Hildteth, 316 Belle-
vue, Bowling Green, Kentucky, Secretary . . .
Douglas B. Robertson, 835 Wakefield, Bowling
Green, Kentucky, President.

THIEF RIVER FALLS, MINNESOTA . . . Land
O'Lakes Districe . . . Chartered March 26,
1964 . . . Sponsored by Bemidji, Minne-
sota ... 32 members . . . Cuctis Gruhl, Good-
ridge, Minnesota, Secrctary . . . H. E Jan-
neck, Goodridge, Minnesota, President.

GEORGETOWN, ONTARIO, CANADA . . . Ontario

District . . . Charteced March 25, 1964 . . .
Sponscred by Erobiccke, Onraric . . . 26 mem-
bers . . . Harold Olsen, ¢ Churchill Cresc.,
Georgetown, Ontario, Secretary . . . Wheldon

Emmerson, 4 Byron Cournt, Georgetown, On-
tario, President.

CENTURY CLUB

{As of Fehruary 29, 1964}

1. Dundalk, Maryland. ... ................_148
Alid-Atlantic

2. Skckie, Ulinois wccoee 133
inois

3. Minncapolis, Minnesota _ ]33
Land O'Lakes

4. Tell City, Indiana ... __......._.._.124
Curdinal

5. PFaicfax, Virginia ... __ . 120

AMid-Atlantic

6. Deleo, Pennsylvania ... ... 107
Mid-Atlantic

7. Catonsville, Maryland ... . 100
Aid-Atlantic

O e e e e e ettt e e e e e bt Bl ol
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Take. . .
Good Acoustics
with you.,..

hﬂ-‘h—'—ﬂ_‘p

gP ontable
SHELLS

and Risers

Improve the sound
of your group 100%!
For complete information write

WENGER MUSIC EQUIPMENT CO.
33 Wenger Bldg. Owatonna, Minn,

Highest cated
in the
Uniied Siates

The Books
"SONGS FOR MEN"
as well as the loose leaf
arrangements published
by the Society, are
engraved and printed
br

Rayner

2800 Yi. 47TH ST. » CHICAGO 32, ILLINQIS

AS REPORTED TO THE INTERNATIONAL
OFFICE BY DISTRICT SECRILTARIES
THROUGH WHOM ALL DATES
MUST BE CLEARED

MAY 16-31, 1964

16—Garden Grove, Califoraia
16—New Bethlehem, Pennsylvania
l6—New Orleans, Louisiana
I6—Cincinnati {Sycamore), Chio
16—Cleveland, Ohio

16—TIselin, New Jersey

16—S8an Diego, California

16—Monroe (Green County), Wisconsin
l6—Haverhill, Massachusetts
16—Lubback, Texas

16—Atlantic City, New Jersey
[6—Deliance, Ohio

16—El Paso, Texas

16—Arlingon Heights, 1llinois
16—Appleton, Wisconsin

16—Aurora (Dearbern County), Indiana
16—Kankakee, Illinois

16—DButler, Pennsylvania

16—Keene, New Hampshire

16—Naorth Bay, Ontario

16—Louisville, Kentucky

16—Luphrata, Washington (Charter Show)
17—Lawrence, Massachuseus
18—-Barrie, QOntario

23—Grecensboro, North Carolina
23—Port Woarth, Texas

23—Amityville, New York
23—Piusburgh (South Hills), Pennsylvania
23—Yakima, Washington

23—Asbury Park, New Jerscy
23—Reading, Massachusetts

23—Belnit, Wisconsin

23—Los Angeles (West Side), California
23—LaSalle (Illinois Valley), Illinois
23—Berlin, New Hampshire
30—Pitesburgh, Pennsylvania
30—North Vancouver, B.C.

JUNE 1-30, 1964

5-7—Mojave Deserr, Califernia Calico

Camp-Qut

6—Utica, Michigan

G—Austiu, Texas

G—TRochester, New York

6—DNiden (Hayward), Calilornia
6—Burlingten, Ontario

G—Plainview, Texas

6—Hamptons, New York
13—Westmorcland (Greensburg), Pa.
13-—Winchester, Virginia

19—Cakland, Maryland

20—DBatavia (Clermont County), Ohio
June 23.27—International Conventlon, San

Antonlo, Texas
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Jim Cox from Nutley, N.J. reports the
Knights of Harmony Chorus got oft o
a finc srart by staging a "Marachon Sing-
out” during which the chapter entertained
over 1,000 pcople from three in the
afternoon til ten at night. Stops included
an old folks home, two chucch affaics,
and a hospial. Said Frank Young, the
chapter board member who attanged the
whole thing: “"Forger the applause. When
you sce smiles on the faces of bed-ridden
patients and tears in the eyes of old
men—and when wrinkled liccle old ladies
press your hand as you walk by—you
know it's worth almost anyching.” Whar
a grand way to stace President Dan Was-
elchuk’s year of “Service™!

* #* #*

Oue singing continues o draw the
respect of music critics. Said Clyde Whie-
lock of the Fore Worth Star Telegram
afrer the SWD contest: “Here is soine-
thing a world apact from the formal
musical activity of the region, and chere
is much to admire. The serious musician
who Jooks upon this with a measure of
suspicion and disdain probably never at-
tended one of these programs. It can be
said without fear of contradiction char
no singing bodies excel, or even equal
these groups in clearness of cexr. Their
ensemble eflects are accurare, and rhe
mntonation is above ceproach.”

* £ *

Les Wilkins of the San Dicgo “Wood-
shed Chips” repores proudly chae he bas
just become a U.S. citizen. Naot only that
but on the parc of the application form
headed "Socicties and Unions” he wrote
"SPEBSQSA”. His examiner expressed
interest and, after being told whar the
initials meanr, rold Les that he had heard
of the Society and expressed pleasure that
Les had joined such a typically American
group.

* £ *

Seems radio stacion WDBPZ in Ponca
City also chinks of Barbershoppers as
typical Americans for the station has
asked the chorus to record “God DBless
Ametica” for use as the scation’s sign-off.

£ * *

Another example of the emotional ap-
peal of u DBarbershop Ballad appears in
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By Hugh Ingraham, Guest Editor

You just can’t tell where Director
of Musical Activities Bob Johnson is
going to show uvp next. He appears
to he slx feel off the ground in the
picture shewn right as he taught
barbershop harmeny to a group of
West Polnt Cadatls on March 24, The
Cadets are part of the 120-voice Glee
Club ordinarily directed by Lt. Colo-
el William Schenpf. Although he's
not on this picture, Bob’s son, a
senior at the Academy, sings with
this grovp and also sings in a
quartat.

New Haven’s "Chord Spreader”. Seems
that duting a NED wockshop ac Albany
the Cross Countrymen, Disceice Champs,
wete asked to sing at a wedding recep-
tion which was wking place ar the hotel.
What could be more appropriate than
“My Wonderful One”. And how rthey
sang it! Half way through, the bride’s
mother walked hurriedly from the room,
lier eyes streaming, Tears, too, welled in
the eyes of the bride. Said Cross Country-
man Wally Cluett . . . “onc of rhe big
thrills in barbershopping is to feel you
ate 'reaching’ someone with a song as it
did this lovely bride in Albany”

* * *

The Sociery received a nice plug in the
February 10ch issue of "The Washington
World™ (circulacion 45,000). A full page
with pictures of The Town and Country
Four and The Four Renegades. Qur
thanks ¢ Districc of Columbia chapter
member Ed Place for teeing chis up.

* * +

Bulletins continue to report the fine
charuable work being done by our chap-
ters: Mid-Istand, $1,000 to a high school
scholarship fund; Sudbury, $12,000 worth
of toys in their annual toy drive; Indian-
head, Wis,, $400 o their county health
council; Chaclorie, N.C., $3,400 o the
blind, Minneapolis, 85,000 to the Uni-
versity of Minnesota Hearc  Hospical;
Providence, $2,500 for a bus for handi-
capped children; and a new gimmick by
our River City Chapter in Mason City,

I see from the bulletins...

lowa—che donation of an athletic score

board.

From Aclington Heighes, Il comes
news that a childeen's chorus is being
formed under the direction of Barber-
shop Chorus Director Eacle Auge {1964
Hlinois champs). The youngsters must
be from prades two to eight and children
of chapter inembers.

* ® i

Speaking of youngsters, TV star Jimmy
Dean recently featured a quartet on his
show. Two belonged o MAD quarcetcer
and chorus director Don Clause and a
third to brother John.

* ko E3

The "Bingham-Tone” reports a great
PR venture in the offing. At the Seneca
Land spring convention the chorus and
quarcet winners will be feawred on a
TV special following the conrest.

£ #* +

The Wichita "Woodshedder” reporis
the loss of two imembers to the night club
circuie. They're simply tdentified as "Ed
and Sandy”, hut evidently they are to
become pare of "Somechin’ Smirh and the
Red-Heads™, Smich himself recendy ac-
tencled a Wichita chapter meeding and

"had a ball”.
{

Milwaukee Chaprer recently took a
busman's holiday and competed in a

I S
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THE EYES HAVE IT!

CARDIGAN
SOLIDS 19.50

PLAIDS 19.50
STRIPES 19.50
FLANNELS 19.50

ETON
SOLIDS 19.50

SOLIDS 19.50
PLAIDS 19.50

STRIPES 19.50 *
FLANNELS 19.50

ﬁSTRIPES 19.50
FLANNELS 19.50

soLlps 19.50

SOLID COLORS: red, pink, powder lime, maroon, gray, lan, yellow, royal SHAWL PLAIDS 19.50

PLAIDS: red, green, blue, grey. COLLAR } *
CANDY STRIPLES JACKETS ) STRIPES 19.50

FLANNELS 19.50
TUXEDO TROUSERS $ 9.75

CONTRASTING TROUSERS 10.75
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED
@ Factory priced
® Addjtional discounts for groups.
® Immediate atlention given to all orders.
® Send for Brochure,

Whal meels the eye is an important factor in any form of show
business . . . and we're experts when it comes to the “right look.”
Write us now for sample malerials and additienal infermation on jackels.

BRADLEIGH CLOTHES

100 FIFTH AVENUE. N. Y. 11, N. Y. (DEPT.H) WAtkins 9-7575

Calif. chorus director Earl

choral conrest sponsored by Schlitz. Ac-
cording t rhe "Bars and Scripes” the
chaprer did very well indeed: third place
and a $100 prize.

How's this for a personalized Christmas
greeting? Joc Diwman of our Hartford
chapter docsn't send cards; instead he
calls cach of his many friends and sings

“Silenr Night" to rhem over the phone.
A wonderful gesture and one which has
gained the chaprer much publicity in the
Harcford press.

#* #* *

The Manhattan, N.Y. “Notes™ proudly
points out thac it has sponsored, dircctly
or indirectly, 15 chapters in the metro-
poelican area; thac Geoff O'Hara of "The
Old Songs” fame was its firsr president;
that “Tune Detective” Sig Spacth was its
second president; and that former Gov-
ernor Al Smich was a member. Quite a
record.

Minneapolis "Chord-inaror™ editor

Norm DeCarle lives in just about a per-
fect spot for a Barbershopper:
“"Lyric” Lane.

7341

Jim Martin, extreme left,
the man who discavered
our [nternational Head.
quarters Building, was
aptly honeored recently
when his "Q" Suburban,
IIl. Chapter presented
presented him with the
speclally created Galden
Q Award in recognition
of the glory refected on
the chapter by his wany
contribytions to the So-
claty at all levels. Shown
with Yim are Dick Neely
{(2nd from left), Bob
Hockenbrouvgh, who
ntade the presenlation,
and Len Jensen, chapter
President.

THE HARMONIZER—DMAY-JUNE, 1064

Downey,
Moon also has an ideal location: “Lulla-
bye Lane", Anaheim, Calif. is where this
songbird roosts.

How many chapters have 2Q-year Bar-
bershoppers in their membership? Dis-
tricr of Columbia chaprer has six. As a
marter of facr they honored them recent-
ly: Pasc International President John
Cullen; Past IBM Jean Boardman; Jim
Ewin; Howard Cranford; Charlie Vaile;
and Dr. Bob Harmon.

Here's an item reprinted in the Toron-
to, Chio "Gem City Jewel” from “This
Week” magazine. "The technique of bar-
bershopping can't really be raught—it's
just something you hir on after a goud
deal of woodshedding. You fool around
with chords until you finally get rhe
‘ring’. The 'ring' ¢an only be described in
the words of an old barbershop contest
judge who used to say, I don’r claim to
know music, bur when a quarter can raise
rhe hair on the back of my neck, 1 know
they gor the ring.”
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MAIL-

This depariment of the HARMONIZER wiil be
reserved for you, our readers, It will contain
your writlen expressions regarding your maga-
zlne or any other segment of your Society.

As nearly as possible, letters should be lmited
to 250 words. The HARMOMNIZER reserves the
right to adlt all letters and will not publish un-
signed lettars or letters which may be in poor
taste.

IN APPRECIAYION

Feb. 15, 1964

I want to express my appreciation for all
the kindoess and thoughtful condolences re-
ceived upon the recent death of my husband,
Stirling.

The sympathetic response from members of
the SSP.EDS.Q.S.A. was so great, it would
be impossible for me to convey my thanks
individually,

Bewy Wilson
COMPLAINT FROM “‘NAME DROPPER™
18 Pine Drive
Ellicow City, Maryland
March 3, 1964

I have been giving considerable thought to
the name of our organization, and the more |
think about it, the more I am convinced that
we would all benefit by having a shorter,
more modern-sounding name for our Sociery.
1 feel that there are several things wrong with
the present name:

1. Iris too long. The original name {perhaps
a spoof of the lengthy “Society for rhe Pre-
vention of Cruelty to Animals” at the time)
showed the good humor of the Society's mem-
bers. This was fine at the time and for several
years maybe. But I maintain that pow the
prescnt name, as a laugh or an atention-getter,
is shopworn .and ineffective. The mamc is so
long and confusing to non-members. T have
even heard 2 radio announcer say “Prevention”,
seriously. It was not corrected until several
minutes later. It is not necessary to lengthen
the name of the Society by putting the pur-
poses right in the title. The By-Laws and Code
of Ethics take carc of them. The Rotatians and
Kiwanians, larger Societies than ours, have
short names.

1. The present name is inaccurate in at least
lwo respects.

A. The barbershop chorus, long recognized
as an excellent and important medium by
which to preserve and encourage barbershop
singing, is not reflected in the name of our
Society. Now, I do not propose to lengthen
the Society’s name even further by adding the
word “chorus” someplace. 1 propose a much
shorier name, to be mentioned below,

B. The “"American” part s somewhat in-
accurate, too. When U. 8. Citizens say
32
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“America” they usually mean the United
States”. So we are slighting our Canadian
members if we don’t say "In North America™.
Besides, we cncourage barbershop singing on
other continents, too, don't we? Again, [ do
not propose to lengthen our Socicty name
{urther.

Let's ger a title that reflects a truly inter-
natignal character. Ler's call the Society “Bar-
bershopping  Interpational, JIn¢.”, and be
modern. ("DB.LL", catchy, very easy to remem-
ber.)

1 think this would be a fine and bold pro-
gressive move—not at all a radical one.

Fraternally,
Jack Lawrence, Member
Catonsville, Maryland Chapter
SEEKS ORIGINALITY
February 27, 1964
148 Saladia Road
Mentor-On-The-Lake, Ohio

The remarks of rhat veteran barbershopper
quoted by Melville B. Johnson, {The Way 1
See It—Jan.-Feb. '64) regarding the “New
Look™ in our stylc of singiog should be re-
quired reading for all quartets in our Society.

Nobody -will take issue with the improve-
ments in the mechanics of our singing over
the past two decades—Dbut, as the man said—
we've certainly paid the price in inventiveness
and originality.

It is parricularly distressing to hear so many
of our newer quartets straining to conform 1o
this newly approved style of good barbershop
singing. They would certainly have more fun
it they invented their own—and so would
those who listen to them,

1 sometimes wonder if w¢ are not rending
o ovec-intellectualize in our current attitude
toward what constitutes good barbershop har-
mony. Qur Society’s name commits us o
breserve a siyle of singing. No one wants 1o
stand in the way of progress and improvement,
but I think many of rhe Scciety’s older mem-
bers who have witnessed cthis “standardization”
of our singing techniques are becoming dis-
contented—svith good reason. Along with these
valuable fundamentals, a bit of the old glee
club has infiltrated as a technique standard.
Could this be what the gentleman referred 10
when he doubted that some of the original
members would recognize what we call bae-
bershop rtoday?

Some believe that the "old chestnuts” are no
longer suitable for contests these days—they
don’t have enough possibilities in them for the
quartets 10 demonstrate their dexterity in the
various categories. Could rhis be an arca where
these new standards are even detcimental to
the original purposes of this Society?

Before standardization set in, it was a great
thrill to hear quartets like the Clef-Dwellers,
The Buffalo Bills, the Mid-States, and the Four
Chorders sing in the same contest. You never
knew what to expec—Dbur ic was all diferens
and the peaple loved it!

If you listen to some of those quartets’ old
recordings, most would agree that their me-
chanics were not quite as polished as our
current {ront-runners; in fact, not as paolished
as many of our current quartets farcher down
the competitive standings—but, brother, any-
onc who heard them—remembered them!!

With what we now know about fundamen-
1als, wouldn't we¢ have somcthing if we all
aspired 10 create our own unigue quartet per-
sonalities. Lat's awoid the stereotyped.

I think this is the ceux of the condition that
has made so many of our members long for a
rewarn o carlier days when everything secemed
not only new—but different, We could re-
experience a kind of excitement which has
been sadly lacking for too many years.

Tom Neal
Village Idiots Quartct
P AS IN PANIC
March 22, 1964
60 West Street
Artleboro, Massachusetts

As financial secrctary of Aturleboro, Mass.
Chapter I make this urgent request. Please
send 75 "Oflicial Reporting Cards” fasiest
bossible tway., A crisis exists. Your “Daen't
Just Stand There, Do-Sometlving” letter to late-
payers created a mild sensatiou. It brought in
3125 in over-due dues plus 13 resignations.
Afrer 414 hours phone conversation, 3 twisted
arms and 26 martinis all [3 have re-considered
and our chapter is still intact. Now however, |
have a problem. I find myself out of reporting
forms and D-Day (D for cxtra dollars) draws
pigh. Unless you ger them to me yesterday aud
I return them even faster rhere will be one
less member in this chapter—Me—. My piwch
pipe will be broken over someonc’s knee; I'll
be stripped of my buttons, badges and sour
nores, then drummed into the screets.

If you can put some kind of a MMag, ticket,
or some device which will uor cause the com-
putor to becomie a nervous wreck you might
note that sevesal members of this chapter have
paid but because of my problem have not
been recorded.

I was only 4 cards short, the others have
been sent under separate cover.

In advance my thanks for your help.

Sing-cerely

Harry Borden
P.S. I tiked your letwer—keep up the pool
work.
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ATTENTION
Y& chorus directors and Y assistants
Yk arrangers Y& registered quartets
Y judges and vk judge candidates
Y public relation officers
Y bulletin editors

Reserve Your HEP SchI-Dafe
NOW!

READING, PA.—July 31- August 2

MORAGA, CALIF.—August 14-16
SOUTH BEND, IND.—Augus! 21-23

® Advanced Arranging (Same faculty—same curricula at all schools)
® (horus Directing
® Quartet Training
® Judging
® Pyblic Relations
and Bulletin Editing

For complete information and Registration Blank see page 3,
March - April, 1964 HARMONIZER.



vamos a SAN ANTONIO in June

HERE ARE TWO BIG EXTRAS DESIGNED TCO
ADD TO YOUR CONVENTION FUN...

W OUTING & PICNIC
in SAN MARCOS June 23

7y see world's only submarine
theater

v see world’s largest variety of
fresh water fish through glass
bottom boats

Y% enjoy real TEXAS STYLE
barbecue

¢ ride the exciting SKY RIDE

% round trip in air c¢onditioned
buses

FOOD AND TRANSPORTATION
Rid d
$3 50 pec:-i{:-n ides an Lhealer extra

at special discount prices. _f mﬁﬂn”ﬂm%_ I . __'I."'I

Order blanks will be mailed with convention tickels about May 15, OR, send your reservation and
check 10 Chuck Reminng, 4927 Hershey Dr. San Antonio, Texas,
Take advanlage of the airlines’ Family Plan and come earlyl

~—fabulous FUN-TIER NIGHT

* REAL MEXICAN FIESTA % MARIACHIS % BEER
% SOFT DRINKS % FIESTA FOODS

featuring . . . THE BUFFALO BILLS — THE GAY NOTES
and THE SUN TONES

plus . .. THE CHORDSMEN CHORUS with other popular attractions

MC'd by the hilarious team of
Lloyd Steinkamp and Dick Crocketr

Enjoy a real Mexican fiesta under the stars
in La Villita, plus the exciting two-hour Past
Champions Show,

Space limitedl Reserved seats $3.00 per per- Send reservalions and c'heck to:
son, Food and drink reasonably priced. FUNTIER NIGHT, ¢/o Jimmy Gause
Make your reservations NOW for this great 6215 Moccasin

evening of FUN! San Antonio, Texas



