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BNV TUXEDO WHOLESALER

m“”m ml 7750 E. REDFIELD ROAD

SCOTTSDALE, ARIZONA 85260
(602) 951-1606

Ruffle Dickies Tails
Arm Garlers Tuxedos
Suspenders Wing Collar Shirts
Cummerbund & Ties {Pleat Front)
{Lame and Laydovn Collar
Poly/Satin) {Pleat Front)
Pocket Squares | Ruffle Shirts
Straw Boaters Formal Trousers
Derbys Shoes

Full Back Vests
{Lame, Paisley,
Stripes and Solids)

Vest Fronts

Spats
| Canes
Gloves
Blazers

Complete outfits, new or off rental, from $84.00 to $140.00.
Competitive prices, prompt service and satisfaction guaranteed.

CALL 800-828-2802 FOR FREE COLOR BROCHURE
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by Joe Liles

| CAN HARDLY WAIT for the convention
in Kansas Cily. The Convention Commit-
tee, led by Gil and Donna Leiholz and Bob
and Harrielt Gall, has the stage sel for one
heck of a good-time barbershop party and
riproarin’ contest, along with some beautiful
convention facilities. ’

The "Come-As-A-Song,” all-convention
party on Tuesday night has me looking
through song titles Irying to ligure out what
"suits” me...{prelly bad pun). How about
“BATTLE HIM"? No? On well, I'll think of
something. Anyway, il's a refreshing idea
for the presidential party by President Jim
Richards and wife Ebie. Lots of good food,
music and socializing.

The Wednesday night show of paslinter-
nalionalquarletchampions gets betierevery
year: full of goose-bumps, thrills and tears.
Show Chairman Gene Cokeroft of the Sun-
tones, one of the creators of the halitime
shows at the Orange Bowl every year, has
a spectacular program which includes the
relurn of a favorite quartet, Boston Com-
mon, along with nine other AIC quarlels.
I's called “A Salute lo Harmony™ and there
will be no emcee; inlroductions will be sung.
In other words... music, music, music! [t is
atongue-in-cheek chronolegy of the history
of harmony.

And I love the after-hours woodshedding
with old friends and new [riends. As you
may know, | attend a number of music
cenventions—slale, regional and national—
of the Music Educators National Confer-
ence and The American Choral Directors
Assaociation. | certainly enjoy hearing the

In “Seventh”
Heaven

Executive Director

greal choirs and vocal ensembles and talk-
ing to music educators aboul the Young
Manin Harmony program, but the one great
void is lhe lack of spontaneous singing.

Tags and songs walfling through the air,
down the hotel halls, day and night... whata
great heritage we have! We have a com-
mon treasury of singable songs and/or ar-
rangements thatlend themselves to harmo-
nizing. There have been many riendships
bonded and sealed with this kind of musical
entwining.

I'm looking forward to the Harmony Col-
lege student reunion on Wednesday after-
noon. That's another thing... I'll have to
selecl ane of my favorite Harmany College
lee shirls lo wear. | have a whole drawer
dedicated 1o Harmony College tee shirts,
and | break one outonce in awhile to don for
leisure and remembrance.

I enjoy the mass sing and the opporlunity
to express our narmony for the whole world
to hear. Sometimes | wish there was a way
to have more group singing by the audience
at the auditorium. When il comes ta harmo-
nizing, [ love quartets, choruses and group
singing. | getl a kick oul of all of it!

[ want to hear the top 51 (including those
from England and Sweden) quarletsand 16
choruses. What a celebration of barber-
shop harmeny! And a 30-minute show by
the Vocal Majority, preceding the Saturday
night finals, will be ane of the greal high-
lights of the week.

As | say... | CAN HARDLY WAIT! See
you there?

F
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by Jim Richards

Tonight on public television | watched
and listened to a reunion concert of the
great Glenn Miller band. Many of ihe origi-
nal musicians were there to play and sing
the old .standards that many of us older
timers grew up on. Younger generalions
have learned lo appreciate and love that big
band sound, too. For me it was an evening
of nostalgia and a reinforcement of the idea
that good music well performed lasts for
people of all ages.

The same can be said about barbershop.
The experience of enjoying the memorable
sounds of fine quartets and choruses can
be likened to the experience of enjoying the
unique sounds of the big bands of yester-
year. The AIC show and the international
show at San Antonio last summer recalled
for us many of our past champienship quar-
tet and chorus performances— and il just
keeps on getting betler.

As practitioners and preservers of the
barbershop idiom we have the opportunity
and obligation to make sure that future
generations might continue 1o enjoy this
unique form of music. We might ask our-
selves what we are doing to accomplish this
goal. (This might be agood time to take out
your membership card to read canen #1 of
our code of ethics.) Are we singing in a
guartet? AVLQ? Achorus? Are we striving
to make each performance more musically
sound and entertaining? Have we intro-
duced someone new to the fun of barber-
shop lalely? Have we sentinforour Kansas

Our Future is
NOW

International President

City Conventionregistration yet? (Don't miss
this one. It promises to be one of the most
affordable and accessible celebrations of
barbershop in many years.)

Speaking of membership, a barbershop-
per friend recenlly confessed that he had
not quite been able to keep up with his own
personal goal of iniroducing one new
member for each year of his own member-
ship. But what a remarkable goal! If each
one of us did only half that well we weuld be
signing 18,000 new members each year! If
you love barbershop you will share it with
someone, forloveisonly loveif you can give
itaway. Look forafuture Harmonizer article
by International Membership Development
Coordinator Dave Malony for help on how to
conduct a successful membership drive.

Some of the Future Il recommendations
adopted by the Internalional Board are
somewhat contradictory. On the ene hand
chapters and quartets are encouraged to
"place primary emphasis on providing for
and giving gualily performances on annual
shows, benefits and other public appear-
ances. Contests are 10 receive lesser em-
phasis.”

Onthe other hand, the Contest and Judg-
ing Committee has been charged with
making a number of refinements which
include placing increased emphasis on
singing in tune and singablilly, placing lesser
emphasis on slaging and non-singing ef-
fects and devices, while making sure thal

somehow the “..besl quartels and cho-
ruses are provided an opportunity to sing in
the international contest.” These matters
are all currently under study in various
commiitees.

The BABS convenlion in April will be
hosting a meeting of representatives of all
our affiliate organizations. Ed Waesche,
Chairman of the World Harmony Council;
Joe Lites and | will be attending this historic
meeting. Look forward to a fulure report.

One of the major strengths of our Society
is that it offers fulfillment through a wide
diversily of barbershop activity. We should
acknowledge that not all things appeal
egually to allpeople. We should appreciate
the desire and need of those who abhor
contesis and who really prefer only to make
joyous sounds for their own enjoyment.
Likewise, those who choose the socializing
or only woodshedding should be sensitive
10 those who are turned on by competition.

Every barbershop citizen aliows others to
choose what is best for them without being
critical of them. Specialization {e.g. prepa-
ration for only chorus competition) may pay
shorl-termdividends atthe expense ollong-
term erosion of chapter health. We all need
one another, and the umbrella of barber-
shopping should be large enough ‘o cover
us all.

Enjoy! And help others to do likewise.

&
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Cash’s lead recalls happy times

! 1”]“'

by Grady Kerr

Soullnvestern District Historian

Recently T had the pleasure of visiting
with a true legend of our Sociely: J. Frank
Rice. In dddlhon to being the lead of
Founder 0. C. Cash’s Okie Fourquartet,
he was probably O.Cs closest [riend.
Cash’s daughter, Betty Amnne, still calls
him “Uncle Frank.” Now age 90, he lives
in lis native Bartlesville, Okla., north of
Tulza. His memories of Cash and of the
heginnings of the Sociely remain vivid
today and bring a smile to his eves.

“Ole Cash, you couldn’t throw
fhim,” he says. “One time some-
bodq sent him a singing telegram
for hiis birthday. The auy started
singing ‘Happy Buihdng and
Cash joined right in, singing the
tenor. The kid {h(in rknow u,har
o do.

“But Cash tipped the boy and
told him if there were any more
songs lodelicer, he'dbe acailable
the rest of the day.”

Born and reared in Bartlesville, Frank
cunme from a large musical family. Ie re-
calls the entive family often sitling wround
their big, round dining room table, sing-
ing.

Early on (about 1912}, [owr of the six
boys lormed a harbershop quartet, the
Rice Brothers.

“Llael two brothers who could

lave sung lead, but that pari was
ﬂhm(fr/mf\cn My fivesistersalso
sang. I had one sister who could
sing lead, fenor or a high bari-
fonie— it dieln’t make any differ-
ence. My dad was the real mnsi-
clan and played in a good bane.
My mother played the piane very
well, Eacl morning hegan with
herbanging on the piano uniil afl
11 ofus gol up.”

How did Frank and his singing brothers
learn about the new harbershop group in
Tulsa?

“A gy who lived across the
alley from e went down 1o the
Jirst mecting and asked e 1o
come ufrmg._l couldn’t make i,
but we both went to the seconed
meeting. His name was Ceorge
MeCaslin,” (Tenor of the
Bartlesville Barflies, wlo be-
ceame .‘."zz’_ﬁmf international cham-
plons.)

CANTOR SIGNS UP—The Okie Four was on hand to sing with Eddie Cantorwhen
he joined the Tulsa Chapter in 1940. (Behind them is Happy Fenton, a "character”
charter member who entertained in bandanna, earrings and lipstick.) (Photo: SWD

Archives)

‘The Rice Brothers, after several years of
separation, decided to enter the 1941
contest in St. Louis. Two flew in from
Argenting, and alter two days of practice
the Rices placed sixth. '1']1{*) were the first
guartet of brothers to join the Society.
Later, ol course, came the Harmony
I[nlls the Sehmitl Brothers ad othors.

Frank also entered his quartet in the
1944 contest in Detroit,

“I did it just for publicity; we
withelrew al the last minute. Bul
it got our picture in the paper!”

Family chapter chartered

The Rice boys and their lather were
members of the Bartlesville Chapter. but
in 1944 Carroll Adams, the Society’s first
executive, received the [ollowing letter:

“Dear Carroll,

“Youcan torgetabout the old Bartlesville
Chapter. Lam tired of paying hall the dues
lor what Tew we have left in order to keep
achapter. 1 have organized a new chapter
and am quite sure (it) is unique. Tt shall be
known as The Rice Brothers Lazy ‘R’
Ranch.”

The oflicers were listed as “J. M. (Jim)
Rice, President (he's onr father and is 87
vears old); Harry B. Rice, Vice. Pres.
{tenor): Joe I, Rice, Chairman of the Board

(bass); D. E. (De} Rice, Treasurer (bari-
tonc); |. Frank Rice, Scerelany (lead—
and very sweet); Robert (Bob) Rice, Busi-
ness Mgr. (another lead); J. D. (Bill) Rice,
Sgt. at Arms (lead #3): . Frank Rice Jr.,
Musical Director (a crow)....

Everyone wanted to be president. but

Dadl just slapped our cars down and saic
he would be president.... Enclosed is o
check for dues and a chaster. Nake it
prety, as we wanl to hang it in the ranch
house.”

(signed) J. Frank Rice

Less than a month later the Rice family
was a bonu fide chapter, with member-
ships cards and a framed charter hanging
on the wall.

Frank was active in the Society, sevving
on the Inlernational Board in 1942 and
1943 andl as international vice presidentin
1944, (“They wanted me to be president,”
he quipped, “but 1 didn’t have enough
money.”) e was a certified stage pres-
ence judge for many years and judged the
1948, "49 und "50 international contests,
\\'hen the Pittsburghers, Mid-States
Four aud Bulfalo Bills were selected as
champions. More important. he served on
the Contest & Judging Conunittee when it
was making decisions which shaped the
judging system of today.

Since O.C. had atitle, lie iigured Frank

TARMONIZER
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also should enjoy a special distinction.
Pavaphrasing hindleader Guy Lombardo's
slogan, Cash dubbed Frank “The Sweet-
est T.ead This Side of Heaven.”

Was the title accurate?

Cashwas always right,” said Frankwith

agrin.

And of the Ckic Fonr:

I don’t remember when we
ﬁnr got lurrc*!h(*fk must hace
‘been at one nf the Tulsa Chapter
meetings. The other members
were Bill Downing (tenor) and
Fred Graves (bass). At first Cush
wented (o call us the ‘Four Goat
Boys.” but we scttled on the Ok-
ies.

We always had fun singing.
Sometimes we'd start off singing
Seated one day at the organ...,
singing very ser icms!y then we'd
break into ‘Afier dark.. We en-
Joyed singing songs fike "By the
Sea,” ‘I \Vmu! a Gm’ and \Vait
Till !hr? Sun Shines, Nellie,!

“Wewere part of something all
the time. 1 don’t think we were
ecer headliners— e were never
that good—buit we had more fun
than anyone else. One night we
went down to Bristow to sing for
a new chapter. After the Okies
finished singing, this kid kept
going up o the emeee and re-
questing the Okies {o sing an-
othersong, He must have gone up
fiee orsix times. Finally the em-
cee said, Well, the Okies are in
demane’ and introdueed us again.

“Going home, Bill wondered
why the Af(l' kept asking forus. 1
hadtotell them that Irmw the kicl
a quarter cach rime. \V’ always
had a great time.”

In 1942 the Okies appewredin the inter-
national quirtet contest.

“Cash wasn't allowed to offi-
cially compete, hut we did any-
way, just for fun. When u,(’fm-
ished they (the crowd) Hirew
pennies, nickels und dimes onto
the stage. Tt was covered with
vmi. I stopped 1o pick “em up; T
must have collected sic dollars.”

The Okie Fouwr had specially designed
stationery which devoted more space to
Cash’s brand of humor than it left for
writing. In four pages it desoribed each
member of the quartet. Of Frankit said, in
part:

“Brother Rice is an exceulive in the gas
division of the Cities Service Company....
Ile attracted unnsual attention dm'ing il

THE RICE BROTHERS—In the St. Louis contest in 1941 The Rice Brothers
placedsixih. From left, they were Joe, bass; De, bari; Frank lead, and Harry, tenor,
(Photo: SWD Archives)

recent convention {in) New York by going
into a dvug store and trying to purchase a
plow for his ranch....

“Brother Rice is noted far his ability to
rememberwords and stay on pitely, which
some say s w valuahle asset for a lead
singer.”

What docs he recall as his favorite song
from his quartet days?

Without hesitation, Frank broke into
song: “Don’t crv, little givl, don’t ary.
conhnunu‘ for several phrases in a pule
sweet lead. Although it must have been 30
years since be sang in a quartet. the spark
was stillin s eyes he remembered all the
words and obviously still loved to sing.

The Okies gol together for a Founder's

Day reunionin T ulsain 1652, abouta vear
hefore O. C's death.

“He was o real down-to-earth
man. We were cery close, and 1
foced him fike a brother,”

The other major influence in Frank’s
life was his wife, Alice. Married when he
was 19 and sho was 18, they were together
for 68 vears before Alice died in 1986.

I's obvious he still misses her greatly.
Their gravestone reads “Sweethearts
Forever,” and, at 90, Frank looks forward
to the day he can rejoin her.

Meanwhile he enjoys recalling the
people and events of his time, and the

barbershop music he sang for and with the
people he loved. Although a member of
the Frank Thorne Chapter, he has largely
lost touchiwith barbershopping: in asense,
he is the Society's “lorgotten man.”

But he plans to attend the 51st conven-
tion in Kansas City, his fist in 30 years.
Executive Director Joe Liles hopes to
introduce him al the Saturday night finals.

The scene in Kansas City is bound to
amaze him. He will discover we're still
singing the same songs that gave him such

jov. He probably is unaware ofthe quality

ol today’s quartets and choruses, and he
won't expect the enthusiasm and response
of the 10,000 or so die-hard fans in the
audience. helieve he haslittle idea of the
significance of the part he played in the
early growth of the Society.

Filty vears ago he sang strictly for the
funofit. It ((‘lt"lll'll\ never occurred to him
that he also was singing for all of us today.

SWD Historian Grady Kerr was re-
sponsible for the historical exhibit at the
50th Anniversary Convention in San
Antonioand has taped more than 70 howrs
of interviews with Frank Rice, Betty Anne
Cash and others who recall the carly days
of the Society. &
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What’s bad
about KC?
NOTHING!

by Jim Baghy

Convenlion St('cring Committee

A couple of Harmonizer issues ago, we
told vou all the good things about the 1989
Kansas City convention. Now we'll Lell
vou Lhe bad,

There aren’t anv.

But, okav, there are a couple ol things

Vol should know. For one, there we ()11]\'

and no takeout

a couple of restaurants

load places — within walking distance of

Kempvr Arena, site of all contest sessions.

However, the Convention Committee,
headed by past international presidents
Gil Leflolz and Bob Gall. has come up
with a dandy solution on Thirsday cve-
ning, between the second and thir d ¢[ar-
ter-final sessions.

How about a heaping plateful of famous
Kansas Citv harbecue for just 552 The
hickory- smoked spread will be set up in
the Governor's Building, adjacent to the
arena, for \elnn«l)eh\feen Sand 730 p.m.
The first 1,500 Folks to make reservations
will gelto chow down- -and heeralsowill
be wailable. So look for the signup form
clsewhere in this issue, or with vour regis-
tration conlirmation. I the response wal-

rants. we miight even whomp up some
more of that tangy, tantalizing taste treat!

We alse mentioned tours to such places
as the McCormick Distillery, TWA, Tru-
man Library and the Instilute of Lo-
gopedies. But we have added some frec-
bies you should enjoy: to Tallinark, the
Nelson-Atkins Art C.l”(‘l) and Liberly
Memaorial World War 1 Museum.

On Tuesday night, President [im
Richards hosts a UdLl ‘Come-As-A-Song”
party, and everyone's invited.

Another updlate: the goll” tournament
scheduled \Wednesday ( ]uly 5) will be
plaved at beautiful and dm]]enmntr Pura-
clise Point, which [)01([( rsseenic Smllh\flllt
Lake just nor th of Kansas City.

An addition to the labulous aray of

talent Jisted carlier for the Wedne .'\(Ll}
night Assaciation of Tnternational Cham-
pions show will be the original Boston
Connnon. 1980 chamyps.

And plan to complete your week with a
nondenominational clhueh service Sun-
day morning that will feature the Rural
Route 4 and Good News quartels, &

T ‘_. :':-'-.J '1 . s : '-'-'7 "'-
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KANSAS CITY IN JULY - One of hundreds of fountains in the international

convention city of Kansas City is the J. C. Nichols Fountain at Country Club Plaza,
which barbershoppers will visit during the week of July 2-9.

Harmony C ollege
reunion scheduled

Alunmi of Tarmony College since its
tirst class (1970} are invited to a 20th-an-
NIVeTSary retion (luringth(*int(fr]‘lz\tit)lml
convention this ssunmer in Kansas Cit}’.

The reception will be in the Pershing
Room Sonth of Lhe Westin Crown Conter
Hotel on Wednesday, July 5, from 4 to 6
p-m. The host wil] he Missouri Western
State College of St Joseph. Mo, where
the weel- l(m& 7 school has been held every
vear since its sixth session in 1973,

Harmonv College graduates are wrged
to wear T1C t- slmts f] om one of the years
they attended. Relveshmoents will consist
mainly of— what else?— ice cream.

The tivst ITarmony College in 1970 was
in Racine, Wise,, a few miles [rom Har-
mony 1Tall. It moved to Reading. Pa., in
1971, back to Racine in "72. to Birming-
ham, Ala., in 73 and Oklahoma Citv in
1974. Since 1975 all sessions have heen at
the college in St. Joe. The schoot can ac-
commodate about 700 barbershoppers.
For vears registration has been lilled
maonths in advance of August classes. &

1990 midwinter
fun expanding

The 1990 midwinter
Tueson will be the biggest and best vet,
General Chairman Fred Koch promises.

convention in

Three shows already are scheduled and
athers are possible, he added.

Approval alveacdy has been obtained, he
said, to begin the festivities Monday, Janu-
ary 22, instead of the usual Tuesday start.
1Te mged international convenlion FOCTS
in Kansas City this summer to stop by the
Tucson hooth in the registration area for
hurther details.

In addition to the anmnual international
Seniors Quartet Conteston Saturdav, Fred
said, a show by the Tneson Sunshive
Chorus and guest quartels is scheduled
Thurselay; a Pavade of Quartets and the
seconclappearance of the World's Largest
Barbershop Chorus are planned Friday,
and the Society’s live medalist guartets
from the 1989 conlest will appear Satur-
day. &

SIGN UP, PLEASE!
Don’t forget to stop by the Tucson and San Francisco
booths at the Hyatt- Bcgcncy in Kansas Clt) anc register for
botl: the midwinter and suinmer conventions in 1990,

ITARMONIZER
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Harmony
Train to take

families to
NED contest

Members from at least the eastern part
of the Northeastern District will ride to
the fall convention in style— aboard their
own “Harmony Train.”

The Dartmouth, Nova Scolia, Gity of
Lakes Chapter, working with VIA RALL,
the Canadian railways’ passenger service,
arranged for a train leavi ing Halifax, N.S.,
dbuut noon Thursday, October 26, dnd
arriving in Montreal, the convention city,
about 8a.m. Friday. Ttwill start the return
trip at 6 p.m. Sunday, arriving in Halifax at
4:30 p.m. Monday.

Accommodations variced

More than 100 persons, including some
from the New England area, alrcady have
signed for the trip, Chapter President Vie
MacNab reported, and anyone else inter-
ested is invited. “The railroad is planning
to bl'ing in some extra cars from Mon-
treal,” Treasurer Ralph Urquhart said.

Sleeping accommodations aboard the
Iarmony Express range from Day-Niter
reclining seats to npper and lower berths,
bedrooms, compartments and  deluxe
drawing rooms. Train fares are reason-
able. Vie said.

“My wife and I are sharing a drawing
room and hotel accommodations witl
anothercouple,”headded, "and ourround
trip is costing us about $450 per mupl'e,
instead of the usual $750 to $800.

Chapter does booking
“This does not incluce meals, butwhere
can you get a 3-day weekend trip, includ-
ing rail fare and hotel, for that price these
(Iau to sav nothing ol the fun and com-
pdnmnslnp and a conventon thrown in?”

The chapter is acting as booking agent
for the trip, Vic said, in order to encourage
members, wives, families, friends and
menbersof Sweet Adelines and Harmony,
Ine., toattend. A down payment ol $50 per
pewson is required, and the balance may
be paid in two installments. Full refumnds
are wailable until the end of Angust.

Television coverage of both the train
trip and convention by the CBC TV and
CTV national networks is “fairly certain,”
Vie saidl.

Further details may be obtained by
writing Ralph Urqubat. 91 Ashgrove Ave.,
Dartmouth, Nova Scotin, B2V 1G2, o
phoning (902) 434-3126. &
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RESTROOM REGULARS—Some of the guys whe ring chords in the Jazz Bar
men’s room are (from left) Don Frost, Bob Bradley, Tucker Gooedwin, George
Meehan and Robbie Roberts. (Province photo by Greg Osadchuk)

‘Canned music’ still popular here

The article was headlined “Canned
Music,” and it began:

“They wet theirwhistles with a rownd of
heer, march en masse to the men's room
and serenacde a captive audience with
barbershop harmony.”

It was more than avearago that the hu-
morous story appeared in The Procinee
newspaper ol New Westminster, B. C., as
well as in other papers and on radio and
TV, both in the Evergreen District and
across the nation.

But the regular Friday noon activity of
some ol New Westminster’s Gentlemen
of Fortune chorus is cven more popular
today, the chapter bulletin, Fortune Teller,
reports.

It was about live years ago, in fact, when
ITank Bertsch, Ross Hood, Tucker Good-
win and other "regulars” began lo meet
weekly for unch at the bhe raton Land-
mmkjam Bar. Then thevwould (and still
do) adjourn to the large men's room to
hounee chords off the tiled walls,

"Different guys will come and go,”
Tucker said with straight face, “but the
regulars are Ross, Bob (Bradley), George
(Meehan), Robbie (Roberts) and mysel!.
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“We're just abunclofuverage guys whao
have graduated [rom the solitude of the
shower stall to the larger venue that makes
us sound great.”

Tucker, Bob, George and Mike Gibbs
got together as a temporary guartet a
couple of years ago. Thev called them-
selves the “Suni Flush 4.7

Bar patrons who answer nature’s call to
the strains of “Sweet Adeline” seem to
enjoy it and "we get a lot of standing
ovations.” Tucker quipped. Butwhat about
the hotel?

Bar Manager Lorne Fisher said he had
never received a Compluint.

“It gives the bar character,” he added.
“Who else in town can boast a barbershop
uartet in their washroom®

The hotel management also has encour-
aged the activity, Ross reported, and re-
cently presented the chapter a plague with
the numes of the regulars (that term keeps
cropping up) inseribed.

About the only time the situation gets
awkward, Bradley saicl, “is when all the
waitresses stand at the washroom door
and start elapping.” &
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Chapters in Acti

SPOTLIGHTED—The Westchester County Golden Chordsmen wereinagolden
spotlight when they presented a joint Christmas concert, under the direction of Alan
Pennell, with the Empire State Pops Qrchestra. The performance was sold out.

Larry Wilson, lead of the Classic Col-
lection, 1983 international quartet cham-
pions, is the new musical director of the
Denver Tech Chapter. He replaces Scot
Cinnamon, who had resigned because of
job commitments.

Larry previously had directed the
Denver Mile Hi Chorus, leading them to
international compelition seven times,

e o

Another new director, of the Salem,
Orve.. Senate-Airves, is Jim McKee, He
replaces Jack Cutsforth, whoresignedswith
the recommendation that Jin be his suc-
cessor. A 40-year barbershopper, McKee
is an arranger, certified sound judge,
quartet and chorus coach. served on the
Harmony College laculty and has directed
choruses of the Guarden Grove, Long
Beach, Downey, Riverside and HE‘(”A]](].S,
Calit., chapters.

e o e

The Cereal City Chorus of Battle
Creek, Mich., and the Battle Creek Sweet
Adelines joined forces to back up singer
Andly Williams on his annual Christmas
show in the choruses” home city.

The gronps were invited to participate
only three weeks before the concert and
found themselves facing a full packet of
non-harbershop arrangements for chorus,
orchestraand soloist. Joint rehearsals were
held as elten as three limes a week under
the direction of Chorus Directors Dorn
Burill and Julie Zehnder and Coach Joan

Blankenship. That they proved equal to
the taskwas evideneed by thereview in the
Battle Creel Enquirer.

“The 46-member chorus added a great
deal of depthand texture to the sound and,
wostimportantly, did Battle Creek proud,”
the paper reported. “Especially impres-
sive was the chorng work on *Village of St.
Bernadette” and “The Bells of St. Mary's,’
which leatured a chorus solo.”

-3 -3 [

Gary Steinkamp, a long-time member
ol the Phoenix Chapter, lmx heen selected
as new direetor of the Phoenicians, re-
placing the retiving and near-legendary
Loun Lanrel.

Louwas to direct the chorus for the final
time on April 23 during a special “Tribute
to Lon Laurel” programat Symphony ITall
in Phoenix. A former international presi-
dent ol the Sociely, he isthe only man ever
to direct two chornses (the Phoenicians
and I5! Puso Border Chovders) to inter-
national championships.

Gary is the son of Lloyd Steinkamp, a
noted coach, arranger and former mem-
her ol the international music staff.

e o &

Alexandria, Va., obviously is a chapter
that “has it all t()\xjethe] In 1988, for the
([ilth time, it won the Internalional Chap-
ter Achievement Award with a total of
1303 points. That made it also, of course,
the top winner in Platean 6, chapters of
100 or more members. (Alexandria had

176 as of the end of the year).

But can they sing? Well, two bronze,
two silver and a gold medal v interna-
tional comypetition between 1978 and 1986
isn’t too shabby. What's more, the Har-
monizers won the Mid-Atlantic District
titleTast fallwith the highest score ofall the
distriet winners.  Theyll be among the
favorites in the battle for another gold in
Kansas City in July.

o -3 &

Winners of the achievement awards in
the other plaleaus were: .

Platean O (chapters less than a year old):
Los Angeles, Calit:

Platean 1 (1 to 29 members): Foothill
Cities, Calil, (which now has 108 mem-
bers);

Platcan 2 (30 to 39 members): Warren,
Pa.;

Platean 3 (40 to 49 members): Fairvfax,
Va.:

Plateau 4 (50 to 74 membeas):
Beach, Calif ;

Platean 3 (75 to 99 miembers) Denver
Mile-1Ti, Colo.

° ° o

Long

One of the toughest conditions under
which achorus or quartetis called upon to
sing is from an open truck or float moving
along a crowded, noisyparade route. Even
an amplifving system is of little hel).

A number of choruses have found a
solution that works slicker than a trom-
bone slide: record the songs and play the
tape over the mobile amplifier while the
chorus mouths the words. The Clinton
Vallev, Mich., Hearl of the Hills Chorus
and the Bryn Mawr. Pa, Mainliner
Chorus adopted this method in recent
paracles. The Heart of the 1ills also used
the P.A. system to tell the crowd about
barbershopping and the chapter hetween
songs.

The Pennsylvania chorus, riding in
molor-driven trollevs in Philadelphia’s
Thanksgiving Day Parade, “lip-synched”
the words to four songs. But {or the TV
cameras they dismounted and sang a
contest song “live.”

-3 -] o

Stepaside (butnot too far), Minncapolis
Commodoresand Northibrook The New
Tradition choruses.

The Janesville, Wisc., Chapter now
claims to be the first, in 1955, to send three
(uantets to the same international compe-
tition. {Minncapolis did it in 1960.)
Howard Deyer points out the Janesville
Chorus not only won the chorus crown in
1955, but had three quartets— the

HARMONIZER
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SINGING SOLDIERS—Northwest Louisiana Chorus members as the Soldiers’
Chorus of The Chocolate Soldier. In rehearsal are Bobby Gibson {left) and John
Hall. Others visible are Tom Bruson, Al Landry, Jack McGaunn (partly hidden), Bill
Martin and Jim Stone. {(Photo by Lee Shively)

Pops Choir and the American Legion
Gordon Bissell Post #4 Bane.

Rolund Lindahl, Northeastern Distiict
logopedics chairman and proclucer of the
show, urged other chapters to do chaii-
table work locally, as well as to continue
support of the Institute of Logopedics. -

Andyetanotherarm-waverchange: Bill
Myers, who until Feb. 1 was on the inter-
national stafTas amusicspecialistin charge
ol quartet developinent, is the new direc-
tor of the Rancho Bernardo Trouba-
dors in San Diego, Calil. He replaces
Wayne Coulon, whowill remain as associ-
ate director.

Apartofthe Lousville, Ky., Thorough-
breds musical leadership for many years,
Bill also sang with Louisville’s Citations
quartet.

Under the Ontario Distriet’s “Harmo-
nize for Speech” program, the Monu-
menial Chord Company Chorus of the
Stoney Creck Chapter recently donated
$4,500 to the speech pathology depart-

Agriculturists, Whipchords and Black-
hawks, in the quartet contest.

And Paul Gilman, now bari of the
champion Interstate Rivals, says that in

1983 the Southern Gateway Chorus of

Cincinnati could hoast of bwo to four
mewmbers each in no less than four quar-
tets that competed— and all placed in the
TopTen.

Theywere the Roarving 20s (5th place),
Rapscallions (Gth), Cineinnati Kids{9th)
and Interstate Rivals (10th). The chorus
won th-place medals.

Northbrook had members in three
medalist quartets {Chiefs of Staff, Chi-
cago Chord of Trade and Chordiac Ar-
rest) in 19885 and itself placed fourth that
yeur,

You think barbershoppers aren’t hams?

Meubersof the Northwest Louisiana
(Shrev‘eport) (Jlmpter fot hetter reviews
thanthe production itselfwhen they played
the Soldiers’ Chorus in a recent presenta-
tion of The Chocolate Soldier.

“Opcm Sln‘(*\'epm't," wrote reviewer
John Prime of The Times, “took a size-10
operetta...and tried to envelope it with the
rich talent, opulent scenery and bright
costuming of a size-16 praduction. The
results were mixed....”

But, he added, “the one ‘ilfy” compo-
nent, the use of members of the Society
for the Preservation and E]lcc)l.lrugcmcnt
ol Barber Shop Quartet Singing in Amer-
ica as the Soldiers’ Chorus, worked splen-
didly. These citizen-soldierswere as funny

ments of Lwo area hospitals.

Part of the contributions came from bi-
weekly bingo events sponsorcd hy the
chapler. The Chedoke- MeMaster Hospi-
tal in ILamilton received $2,500 and Burl-
ington’s Joseph Brant Hospital $2,000.
Another $2,133 was later presented to
George Shielkds, chairman of the Harmony
for Speeah Fund, This and other dona-
tions brought the chapter’s total contribu-
Hons to ST7,400— or $139.85 per inember,

and clumsy as the Keystone Kops, and
should have come out front for a bow at
the end of the operetta.”
eSe
The Chesivemen Chorus ol Keene,
N.H., joinedwithtwo other musical groups
in [anuary to raise $4,000 for Cedarerest,
a home for severely handicapped chil-
dren. The barhershopperscombined their
talents with those of the Greater Keenc
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CASH FOR KIDS—Members of the Monumental Chord Company present
$2,000 to help children such as Ryan Twiss (lefl) and Michael Felkner at Joseph
Brant Memorial Hospilal. Chapter officers (1. to r.) are George Wallace, secretary;
George Fleming, president; Ed Heatly, Harmonize for Speech chairman, and Nick
Zdroluk, PR officer.
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CHORDS TO NEWCASTLE—The Tri-City Chorus, under the direction of George Shields, is flanked by the Roker Peers of

Harmony al the concert in Newcastle.

After more than a year ol preparation,
probably the bugest gronp of harbershop-
pers yet [rom the North American conti-
nent— 116 singers plus wives and [viends,
more than 200 in all— lelt Ontario last Fall
for a 10-clay tour of England.

Three chapters—East York, Markham
and Oshawa-——were mninstnys ofthe tn'p,
bul by the time all the places were filled,
twelve chapters were represented. They
comprised what was named the Tri-City
Chordsmen Chorus.

Tk was ;mgmented by two former On-
tario  Vistrict (.'luunpinnship (uartets,
Deja-Vu and the Tri-City Slickers. Tt
witsthe “Slickers.” in lact— Morgan Lewis,
Matt Short, Elmer Down and Duncan
MacGregor—who started the whole proj-
ectin 1987,

With the help of learning tapes, music,
twice-a-month  rehearsals and lots of
homework, the massed chorus came up
with a polished. 18-song repertoire. Ar-
rangements already had been made for
four performancesin Britai “rawley,
Bournemouth. Sheftield and Neweastle—
with lots of sightseeing, receptions. infor-
mal coneerts und hospitality by the Brilish
Association of Barbershop Singers (BABS)
in hebween.

Musical leadership included David Lit-
willerof the Mellow-Menand Jim Turner
ol the Nighthawks quartets, plus John
Anderson and George Shields, directors
of Murkham and East York choruses, re-
spe ctivelv.

Meanwhile, what reporter fackson
Tovell called a “para-militoy operation”
was developed to deal with communica-
lions, wnilorms, transport, accommoda-

‘WHEN I'M CALLING...
ous Nelson Eddy-Jeanette McDonald
routine by Bill McBride and Roly Ariss
was a highlight of the Tri-City Chorus
presentation during its tour.

'—The hilari-

13

tions und other details.

Traveling on its own chartered Lrain, the
“Harmony Fxpress.” the group was joined
late in the towr by Ron Rockwell, Society
membership/COTS manager, who was in
England working with BABS clubs on
officer training schools.

“They were 1&1]])' dragging by the time
1joined them,” Ron langhed, “but they'd
ohwuusl\'lmcl awonderful Hme. I’ dswtho
whole lhnu7 was probably the largest and
one ol the hestwworanged and most sue-
cessful barbershop tours ever of Great
Britain.”

e o E

Bob Jones of the Liverpool Harmony
Club writes awitty report for each issue of
the Harimony Express, monthly publica-
tion of BABS. Some excerpts from his
thest

“It'sall happening in the club. “Who can
sing the loudest?" is ont: shabby uniforms
are out: singing quictlvisin: unilorms dem
judges like are in; wholemeal bread is in.
Perrier is in....

“We l‘ecenlly sang in a museun, ancl in
onc ol our songs the whole chorus leans
and points left to an imaginary steamboat
pufling ‘to the old homeland.” Shock, hor-
ror— we were pointing to a wartime
‘Careless talk costs lives’ poster showinga
ship sinking and menacing 17-hoat in the
loreground! (We con'ﬂ(lcred singing
A,s]eep inthe Deep,’ butnot enough haris
as usual.)”

e o e

The Asheville (N.C.} Chapter last vear

decided to sponsor” abarber shupqum tet,

The Tarmony Acuduny, in Cologne,

West Germany. Sponsorship consisted of

HARMONXNIZER
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sencling the foursome music, tapes and
instructional materials, including a Bar-
berpole Cat package with part-predomi-
nant learning tapes.

The chapter had learned of the quartet
alter former Chapter President George
Treusch and his wife, Gail, had discovered
The Hal'mony r\cadem)f singing in a p]aza
in Cologne eatlier in the year.

Late in 1988 George and Gail returned
to Cologne, arranged a get-together with
the quartet and six of its [viends andt were
amazed at the quality of its sound and
extent of the quartet repertoire.

The four range in age trom 26 to 30,
George said; all but one sing in a Baptist
Church choir of which Klaus Stein, the
bari, is director. Rudy Czycholl, tenor, is
studying English and theology, Detlel
Czycholl, bass, works for a Baptist organi-
zation, and Martin Fenske, lead, is a fore-
man in a beer-keg factory.

Theyrehearseatleastonce aweek, have
ordered more material from Kenosha and
hope to attend the 1989 convention in
Kansas City, George added.

o a -]

Van Rusling, a former (and newly re-en-
rolled) member of the Jackson (Miss.)
Chapter, has settled in Brussels, Bel-
gium. There, to his surprise and delight,
he found a barbershop chorus meeting

P T P e e T € P T P e P P 8 P 8 e

regularly less than a mile from his home.
“What is it about people who love bar-
bershop?” he wrote to members of his old
guartet, the Chord Coloncls, in Jackson.
“This gang was just like every other group
ot barbershoppers I ever saw. I thought I
was on the mezzanine of the Robert E.
Lee (Hotel). And they aren’t Americans.”
Van immediately arranged for more
music, including a tag book, to be sent to
him to sharc with the Belgian group.
Alewwecksaltertheabove report came
in, another U.S. barbershopper, Terry
Porter of Washington, D.C., hooked up

Remember the gang that
sang . .. with a photo.

with what apparently is the same club,
which he identified as the Capital
Chordsmen. [Tewas wrmed with the name
of a member, Alex Richendollar, who
pickedhim up fora visitwith the chorus on
Friclay, Feb. 17.

His report was much like Van Rusling's:
“Avery [riendly, very enthusiastic gronp—
hut that's par for barbershoppers, isw't it}”

ITe found the main rcason the chapter
meets on Fridays secms to be that “the
meeting ends at 10, but reconvenes a [ew
minutes later in a pul) across the street,
where chorus und quartet singing contin-
ues into the wee howrs.”

¢ Official convention photographer
for S.P.EB.S.Q.S.A, Inc.

e Groups of 4 or 400 - Our specialty

Kathy Hawkins
and
Jim Miller

Jim Miller Photographv, Inc.

The Loop Mall

2216 Dundee Road
Lousiville, Kentucky 40205
(502) 454-5688
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ENGAGE THE ROADRUNNERS

* THE VICTOR BORGE OF barbershopping

* 8 times International Quarter-Finalists

* As predictable as a walk through a MINE FIELD
* MINNESOTA STATE AMATEUR CHAMPS

* HILARIOUS to kids from 8 to 80

* LOL DISTRICT CHAMPS 3 albums released

* an “EXPERIENCE” you’ Il abways remember

CONTACT: NORM ERICKSCN

(612) 447-4700 (W), (612) 447-4156 (H)
14198 COMMERCE AVE. N.E., SUITE 100
PRIOR LAKE,MN 55372 '
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ORDER FORM

Barberteen Acfivities

(61, Wednesday, July 5,6pm $
262, Thursday, July 6, 10am §
263, Friday, July 7, 10am §
164, Friday, July 7.6:30pm $
J65. Saturday, July 8, 10pm §

Ladies' Events
71, Friday, July 7, 9am  $

KC Barbecue
272, Thursday, July 6, 5pm $

Golf Tournament
=173, Wednesday, July 5, 6:30am
b

Logapedics Breakfast
A 74, Satwrday, July 8, 9am §

Come-as-a-Song Party
75, Tuesday. July 4.6:30pm $

AIC Show
76. Wednesday, July 5, 8pm
($10 lickets only)

Mail this form with credit card informationor |
check (in the amount of $ ).
made out 1o SPEBSQSA, to:

SPEBSQSA SPECIAL EVENTS

6315 Third Avenue

Kenosha, W] 53140-5199

1 Checle — Money Order
0 VISA J MasterCard
Card#

Exp date

Name

Kansas City Special Events

BARBERTEEN ACTIVITIES
Register with the Barberteens and make the Barbenieen Room at the Westin Crown Center your headquarters,
Relax with the other kids, have a soft drink, play the video games and find out “what's happening.” Some of the
planned evenss are:

Wednesday, July 53— Stir up fun at the BENJAMIN RANCI I on the old Samia Fe Trail. Gumes, KC barbecue
with all the trimmings. a hayride and bonfire. Price inclndes transportation: buses lcave Westin Crown Center
at 6 pm, return by 10 pm. Event61,513.00

Thursday, July 6-— A full day of fun w WORLDS OF FUN, premiere tiieme park. Six “worlds,” maore than |35
rides, shows and attractians.  Price includes picnic and rnsporiation. Buses leave Wesrin at 10 am. retum by
10 pm. Event62,520.50

Friday, July 7— Sail away 10 OCEANS OF FUN. 35 wet *n wild adventures including the 800-oot Caribbeun
Cooler: Typhoon. the dual racing slide, and surfing at the wave pool. Price includes transportation: buses leave
Westin at 10 am, returm by 4:30 pm. Event63,512.00

Friday evening, July 7— Waich the KANSAS CITY ROYALS. 1985 world champions. play the CHICAGO
WHITESOX at spectacular Royals Stwlium. Price includes ticket and transportation. Buses leave Westin at6:30
pm. return at ahow 11 pin. Event 64.512.00

Saturday evening, July 8~ End a fun-lilled week dancing to music played by pepular D.J. Tim Nixon, from
10 pm to 1 am at the Westin Crown Center Holel. Price includes refreshniens. Eveni 65, 34.00

Many allemative ne-cost or low-cost events will be available on a daily basis. Check the Burberteen Room,

LADIES' EVENTS
Friclay, July 7— Don’1 miss the Ladics’ Breakastar 9 a.m. inthe Westin Century Ballreom, featuring the Rural
Route 4, Kausas Clry's own international champions, and Vickic Oleson, hilarious star ol stage. screen and TV,
Event 71, 815.00

Wednesday, Thursday and Friday mornings {early)—Aerobics classes in 1he Westin Health Club. Bring
along your jogging suit ur eld swes and start cach day revitlized and ready for sighi-seeing, shopping or
browsing. Free

‘Throughout 1he week— Relax in1he Roanoke Room, the Ladies™ Hospitality Suite, or sign up [ur shopping tours
1e the beautiful Country Club Plaza or mini-tours of places selected specially Tor the ladies by the HEART-
BEATS. auxiliary of the Kansus City Hean of America Chapter. Free

KANSAS CITY BARBECUE
Thurstay, July 6-—-Bon’t rush around toeking for a place 1o cit between contest sessions! -Step into the air-
conditioned Geverner’s Building next to the Kemper Arera for best-in-the-world Kissas City barbecue and beer
(it"s extra). Served from 5 until 7:30 pm. Event 72, unly $5.00 ner persen

GOLF TOURNAMENT
Wednesday, July S— Tev of T ¢urly in o siotgun siart ar Paradise Paint Golf Club, 4 6.600-yard layoul voted No.
I inthe Kansas City area for beauty and challenge. Cost includes greens fee, cant, prizes and transponation.
Limited to first 92 players. Buses leave Westin Crown Center at 6:30 am. Event73,532.00

LOGOPEDICS BREAKFAST
Saturday, July 8— The Chicfls of StafT, current intemational chanpions, will help you stant your day at the Yam
Losopaedics Breakfast in the Westin Crown Center. Look for the district fishbowls and win big prizes in the
Logoepedics raffle. Event 74,512,00

'COME-AS-A-SONG' PARTY
Tuesday, July 4—Dress in costume 1o represent your favorite song for the "Come-as-a-Song” dine-around
bultet dinner and dance hosted by President Jim Richards and Ebie. Singing by the Chicfs of StafT. dancing 10
one of Kansas City's finest orchestras. Best costunie wins two free registrtions ta the San Fruncisco convention,
Westin Ballroom doors open at 6:30 pm, Lvent 75, $27.50 per person

ASSOQCIATION OF INTERNATIONAL CHAMPIONS SHOW
Wednesday, July 5— Hear internatienal championship quartets in their anpual, speciacular presentation. Only
$10 tickets are sold by mail. Call International Headquarters for other tickets. LEvent 76,510

For information on tours and hotel reservations, see the JanuaryFebruary Harmonizer. All orders
for tours or special events should be received in Kenosha by June 15, 1989,

Street or Box
City
State Zip
Telephone { )
[ O
(MasterCard. 1N T/ AY:
§ S|
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KANSAS CITY TOURS ORDER FORM

Please indicate the number of tickets desired for each tour. TOUR A—HISTORIC KANSAS CITY (21/2 hours)
Tour historic, notable areas including the financial district, the point
Tour A: Kansas City $10.00 {rom which Lewis and Clark surveyed the Missouri River Valley, Unien
_ 1. Monday July 3rd 9:30am $ Station, the stockyards, Crown Center, the First World War Liberty
_ 2 Monday July 3rd 12:30pm $_ Memorial and Museum, historic Westport, the elite shopping area of
_ 3. Tuesday July 4th 9:30am i S Country Club Plaza, and Mission Hills, Kan., where a million dollars will
__4. Tuesday July 4th 12:30pm P not buy the average priced home.
5. Wednesday July 5th 9:30am $_
6. Wednesday July 5th 12:30pm 3 TOUR B—TRUMAN COUNTRY & SPORTS COMPLEX (3 hrs.}
____7. Friday July 7th 9:30am $ Drive by Harry Truman's home, the church where he was married and
____8. Friday July 7th 12:30pm . lhe courthouse where he was a judge. Visit the Truman Library and
TOTAL $ Museun, a lreasury of mementoes from the Truman White House
years {fee and guide included). En route we'll drive around the Harry S.
Tour B: Truman Couniry $15.00 Truman Sports Complex, home of the Royals and Chiefs in twe

__ 11, Menday July 3rd 9:30am
__12. Monday July 3rd 1:30pm
_13. Tuesday July 4th 9:30am
14 Tuesday July 4th 1:30pm
_15. Wednesday July 5th 9:30am
___16. Wednesday July 5th 1:30pm
_17. Friday July 7th 9:30am
__18. Friday July 7th 1:30pm
TOTAL

separate stadiums.

TOUR A/B COMBO {61,/2 hours)

Combines Tours A and B in a superb, comprehensive tour of Kansas
City, Truman Country and the Sports Complex. Local guide and entry
fees included.

|

TOUR C—INSTITUTE OF LOGOPEDICS (8am - 6pm)

Every barbershopper should visit the Sociely’s Unified Service Project in
Wichita, Kan., the finest example of speech therapy methodology in
Tour A & B: Combo $23.00 the world. The song, "We Sing that They Shall Speak,” will really hit

LY & G ©F & 5% ©9 9 &

___21. Monday July 3rd 9:30am 3 home. Space is limited to 225 persons per tour. This tour will be
__ 22, Tuesday July 4th 9:30am 3$ offered on two days only. These arriving on Sunday are asked to
_23. Wednesday July S5th 9:30am fi— = sign up for the Monday tour because Wednesday's will be a sell-out!
____24. Friday July 7th 9:30am 3 Price includes lunch.
TOTAL $

TOUR D—TWA OVERHAUL FACILITY, McCORMICK DIS-

Tour C: Logopedics $25.00 TILLERY (9am - 3pm)

___ 31. Monday July 3rd 8:00am Visit one of the world's finest aircraflt service facilities, adjacent to the

_32. Wednesday July 5th 8:00am Kansas City Airport, where TWA strips down and re-assembles its

TOTAL planes: tour the oldest continuously operating distillery in the U.S.. then

drive through one of the werld's largest underground sterage facilities in

Tour D: TWA & Distillery $20.00 man-made limestone caves.

($15.00 under 12 years of age)

41, Wednesday July 5th 9:00am

_ 42 Wednesday July 5th 9:00am {child)

___ 43, Friday July 7th 9:00am

___ A4, Friday July 7th 9:00am (child)
TOTAL

o &

1l

TOUR E—AGRICULTURAL CENTER, MUSEUM OF FARMING
(12:30 - 5:30pm)

If you'd like to return to life on the farm, or experience it for the first
lime, this trip is for you. In Bonner Springs, Kan.. see the Agricultural
Hall of Fame, take a “Trip to Grandmother's House,” visit a one-room
school, an “Old Country Town,™ a nature trail and other atiractions,
Tour E: Agricultural Museum $17.00 Includes entry fees.

{$12.00 under 12 years of age)

___51. Friday July 7th 12:30pm $ : Waesti ;
52. Fridoy July 7th 12:30pm (child 3 All tours depart from the front entrance of the Westin Crown Cen

$— ter on Pershing Road. Orders should be received in Kenosha by

U 7 O S G
I ‘

TOTAL June 15, 1989. ONLY Monday lour tickets will be mailed; others
may be picked up with your registration packet in Kansas City.
LI VISA [ MasterCard 1 Check [ Money Order Card# Exp date

Mail complete form with credit card information or check {in the amount of $ ), made out to SPEBSQSA, to:
SPEBSQSA KANSAS CITY TOURS, 6315 Third Avenue, Kenosha, Wl 53140-5199

Name Huslur(:urd
Streel or Box -

City State __ _Zip
Telephone ( )

e
VISA
]
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THE MELODIOUS FOUR—From left are Peter Henninger, tenor; Klaus Ulrich
Gschwind, tead; Claus Hoepner, bass, and Ulrich Neubronner, bari.

German barbershopping spreads

Barbershop harmony in West Germany
is far more widespread than most Ameri-
can barbershoppers realize, according to
the lead of a popular German uartet.

In a report to The Harmonizer, Klaus
Uliich Gschwind of the Melodious Four
said he knows of the existence of more
than 25 qguartets and {owr choruses (in-
¢luding bwo women’s groups) located in at
least five cities.

And many of the membess, he added,
woulkd like to form a German association ko
affiliate with “Mother SPEBSQSA.”

After reading in the January/Tehruary
Harmonizer an article which mentioned
only bwo German quartets, Klaus unlim-
bered his typewriter to report that “con-
cerning West Germany you gave wrony
information, as harbershop music has a
much better spread than you know.”

He then proceeded to list the result of
researchdonchyhimand Manfred Adams,
hass of the Ruhrpott Company quartet
in Dortmund.

The first German chapter was formeclin
the fall of 1987 in Cologne, Klaus said, and
presently has “about 25 enthusiastic
members singing under the direction of
Kurt Gerhard.” His own cliapter in Bre-
men was organized last September, chose
alemporary name of BBC Bremen forits
chorns and. under Klaus's direction, will
present ity first concert dlay 19.

It has about 16 members and in May
1988 hosted the Racing City Chorusand
Latham Circle Swect Adelines Chorus
from the Northeastern District.

Barbershopping in Dortmund consists

14

primarily of the Ruhrpott Company and
its followenrs, while three quartets in Kicl
were to stage their fivst public perlorm-
ance in March of this year.

“As they (the Kiel quartets) don’t scem
Lo have too much contact (with) other bar-
bershoppers, I'm going to the concert and
try to integrate them in our German har-
bershop family,” Klaus said.

Although German barbershop choruses
are refalively new, the Melodious Four
will celebrate its 10th anniversary in Sep-
tember. “For several years we thought to
he pioncers in an exotic style of music and
had no idea of typical harhershop inter-
pretation,” Klaus wrote. “We had only
music sheets and suspected to practice a
kind of precious music. Not before we met
other barbershoppers (did) we get more
information about the Society and all the
important things about the real barber-
shop style.”

I 1986 the quartet produced the first
German barbershop record, "Say Hello,”

Inaddition to the male groups, Klaus re-
ported, bwo women’s choruses, Barber-
shop Blend and Barbershop Bubbles,
are active in Sonsbeek. The latter is di-
rected by Manfred Adams.

“Do you still think of Germany as a
Third World country of barbershop mu-
sic? We hope not,” Klaus chided in con-
clusion. "But perhaps you should give us
some hints about founding an association
whicli I thinkis necessary to collect all the
interested singers under one roof. to he a
partner and advisor, and to keep in touch

Did barbershoppers’
views or music affect
outcome of election?

The elections are over, and a new Presi-
dent occupics the White ITouse. How
muchagroup of barbershoppers from the
Davenport, lowa, area influenced the
outcome will never be known —but they
certainly had their chanee.

Andwhile they werve at it, they and CBS
News gave TV viewers across the nation a
healthy dose of barbershop harmony,
Central States siyle.

Tt was in October that CBS crews ar-
rived in Davenport to sample the political
climate there, a month hefore the elec-
tion. They found most of the hotel rooms
booked by barbershoppers attending the
Central States District convention.

Six speak out

Recognizinga good story when they saw
one, the CBS personnel filmed the
Davenport Chordbusters’ rehearsal Sat-
urday morning and got permission from
the chairman of judges to record selected
quartet and chorus performances.

Next, they invited sis barbershoppers or
barbershop wives— two Democerats, bwo
Republicans and two Independents— to
expound on their political views for Char-
les Knralt's Sunday Morning show. George
Eisheid, Gordon Holimes, Linda Kamp,
Jim Kling, Patti Neilssen and 1Dick Rode
were interviewed during a Saturday boat
ride on the Mississippi River and again on
Thursday, followinga presidential debate,
al Tom Kamp’s home.

A third interview, featuring the same six
persons, wus held on election day, and
some of the subjects were shown casling
their hallots.

More barbershop sound

Kuralt's first show, called “Autumn of
Discontent,” aired on October 16 and was
followed on November 13 by the second
segment. The first program was inter-
spersed with scenes and sounds of the
Chordbusters and other choruses and
quartets perﬁn'mingon stage. Barbershop
on the Novemher 13 show was Jimited to
anot-too-impressive quintet ol three basses
and bwo leads woodshedding “Down Our
Way.” But behind the eredits at the end of
the program was heard again the full, rich
sound of the Chordbusters.

The outcome of the election probably
was not unduly swayed by the comments
of a hall-dozen Iowa barbershoppers. But
thonsands of viewers had to have been
impressed by the sights and sounds ol
Central States quartets and choruses in

with Mother SPEBSQSA.” #r competition, e
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In Memory
INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION BIDDERS!
L
Blll Butler Chapters interested in bidding for the 1994 international
Willis “Bill” Butler, a 40-year Society convention must submit their bids to the International
member, arranger, coach and dircclor of Office by June 1,1989.
several choruses, died in February at his For information. contact:
home in Westland, Mich., at the age ol 73. ’ ' . .
A 26-year member of the Detroit/ Ken Buckner * Mgr., Conventions & Meetings
Oakland Chapter, he was alse divector of SPEBSQSA, Inec.
the Detroit Motor City Chorus for nine 6315 Third Avenue * Kenosha. WI 53140-5199
years. e had coached the Detroit/ ’
Oukland Gentleman Songsters Chorns

since the merger of the two chapters in
1986, and was a member of the Pioneer
District Hallof Fame. From 1976 through
1982 he was district music educator.

The chapter’s 50th Anmiversary show
was dedicated to him, and Bill was able to
attend and be honored at the Saturday
night performance just nine days before
his death. =

Committee seeking
barbershop families

A blue-ribbon committee helping plan
the futuwre ol the Sociely wants to know
how many two-or-more-generation bar-
bershoppers are members.

Dr. Max Kaplan, who heads the com-
mittee of other sociologists and musicolo-
gists, believesitwould help theirstudies to
have an ides ol how many second- or
third-generation harbershoppersareinthe
Society.

Sa if your father and/or son or grandson
was or is a member, please drop The Har-
monizer anote giving the pax ticulars. ‘ ;o reat yourself and your friends to a.collection

“Who knows?” Kaplan said. “We may =1 of songs by the incomparable Intemational
even find some fourth-generation barber- Champlons. See for yourself why this four-
shoppers! @ some and their beautiful blend of voices is
one of the Soclety's favorite show quartets.
In this, their fourth recording, you'll hear

S’lhhhhhhhhhhh! : \ . Lk - w3 barbershop harmony at ils fim?st,

e . | . THE CLASSIC COLLECTION ALBUMS & CASSETTES $8.95

The Cherry Capilal Chorus of Trav- 21630 East Geddes Place SET OF 4 - $2995 Casselles and/or Albums
crsc City, Mich., rehearses in the sanctu- Aurora Colorado 80016 COMPACT DISG - $14.05

ary of a small church where several ather {303} 690-5247 Volume 1 (Cassette Only)

Volume 2 {Album)
Volume 2 {Cassetls)
Volume 3 (Album)
Volume 3 {Cassette)
Violume 4 (Album)
Volume 4 {Cassette)
Volume 4 (Compact Disc)

groups meet the same night. Members NAME
arce cationed Lo be quiet in Fhe lmU\\'.ays‘ ADDRESS
Atarecent rehearsal, atwhich two high-

school boys were guests, it came time lor CITY/STAYE/ZIP
abreak. Member Bob Sutton was the frst @ b_@
one to the door. e turned and held up CHARGE IV LNOPar,
hoth hands to remind the others to he Card # Exp. Date
quE't The two a)u(:‘:; ts ])L]]lll(l h] m g' ”med The distribution, sai2 or advertising of unotficial recordings (s not a representation Lhat the contents of such recordings are appropriate
and responded to his SIgnal with simul- for contes! use.

taneous “1ligh Fives.” =

Add $2.00 for Poslage and Handling
Canadian orders mark “US. Funds”
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The ,
Founder’s
Column

by O. C. Cash

Hopes dashed
for high office

(From the May 1946 Hermonizer)

Dear Brethren:

In the begiming of our Society and
shortly before April 11, 1938, 1 sent a
letter to twelve of my friends in Tulsa,
inviting them to a bullet dinner, in which
letter T announced that we would work
over approximalely 100 barber shop songs
listed therein. Mindful of the jealousy and
envy that men are sometimes subject to, 1
signcd the letter as “3rd Assistant Tempo-
rary Vice Chairman.”

I did not want to assume an exaltec
officein the Society and 1 could thinkolno
more wnassuming or humble title than the
one 1 used. By strict and faithful attention
tomy dutics L hoped in lime to be elevated
ta the position ol Temporary Chairman. I
had long wanted to reach that station in
life.

In 1896, just atter William J. Bryan was

defeated for the Presidency, my [ather
moved [rom Missouri to the Indian Terri-
tory. Dad was a Iard Shell Baptist
preacher, avery religious man, and I don’t
remember his ever having used any pro-
Fanity except on the occasion ol the defeat
of Bryan by McKinley., He brooded over
this affair for a fewweeks after it ocoured
and then one day he said thal the Yankees

and Republicans had stolen the presidency

from Tilden in 1876 and now had come
along in 1896 and robbed Bryan.

Ile said he'd be danmed il he stayed in
a country that permitted such an outrage
andl that he was determined to leave the
United States and go down to the Indian
Territory. Shartlyalter Oklaboma became
astate the Dem()udts took over and be\gdn
to hold precinet, county, congressional
and state conventions. Ddd never missed
one of them, and as a child I always went
with him to these allairs.

I was very mueh interested and im-
pressed with the proceedings. All of the
conventions lollowed the same pattern.

The convention was called to order by
some local orator, the convention call read,
and then nominations were solicited for
the office of Temporary Chairman.

Afler much arguement, accusations, in-
criminations and S]_JG(:‘L‘II muking spme
spellbinderwaselected Temporary Chair-
man. With much importance and gran-
deur he would approach the speaker’s
table, and in a loud and impressive man-
ner, address the assembly about as fol-
lows:

“Mr. Chairman and Fellow Democrats:
Lappreciate more than T can ever tell you
the signal honor you have conferred upon
me today by electing me your Tenmmporary
Chairman.”

Then he would proceed to tear into the
Republicansand justgiven them unshirted
hell for an hour and a half.

Eachofthese conventions and perforn-
ances was a great show to me as a boy, and
the frequent repetition of the procecdings
stamped upon my young, impressionable
and extremely alert mind the definite
conclusion that to be elected Temporary
Chairmanwasthe greatest honor thatcould
be achieved in one’s lifetime. 1 became
imbued with an insatiable ambition to e
a Temporary Chairman of S()met]ling or
other. Inthe formation ofthe SPIRBSQSA
I thought [ saw my chance.

Atour first midwinter board meeting in
St. Louis, nany of the old-timers in this
movement— Carroll Adams, Phil Em-
lnuy, Doce Nelson, Deac Martin, Maurice
Regan, Joe Stern and others— were pres-
enl, and T [ully expected they wonld do
right by me and advance me from the

lowly office that I had assumed to one of

dignily and responsibility in the national
organization.

Here | suffered the one greal disap-
pointmentof my life. and ran into the only
sinister plot and unholy cabal that so far
has developed in our organization. During
the meeting of the Board {and 1 had ap-

pointed all the members by autharily ol

myoffi ce as 3rd Assistant Temporary Vice
Chaiviman) I lrequently suggested that we
elect officers as the first ovder of business.

But Adams and others insisted that a
constitution anc by-laws be adopted first.
1 had no idea these men were ambitious,
power-hingry individuals seeking to side-
track me, and you can imagine iy utter
chagrinwhen the constitutionwas adopted
over my protest, lm\"ing in it a spe(-in]
section which [roze me in my old position,
muking me “Permanent3vd Assistnt Tem-
porary Vice Chairman” for life. Thus Twas
eliminated {rom any competition for the
higher and more lonorable offices in the
Souet).

But all that has now heen corrected by
the generous action of the Omaha Chap-
ter. On Sundav, March 31, at their fine
Parade of Quartets which Tattended, that
chapter unanimously elected me Tempo-
vary Chairman ol their organization. My
I)t)) Thood ambition has been realized. Tam
happy again. So happy that [have decided
to attend the Cleveland Convention in
June. Texpect toseeall of you there. And
p]ed‘i(‘ cdon’l forget to address me hereal-
ter as “Mr. Temporary Chairman.”

Hoping you are the same T am,

OWEN &

TERRY ARAMIAN

Terry tollowing
dad’s footsteps

The newest member ol the Society’s
Frecutive Comniillee is so Lar [ollowing in
his father’s footstes.

IIe is Terry S. Avamian ol San Jose,
Calif.. who was installed as international
vice presidentat the midwinter meelingin
Llawaii atter serving on the International
Board in 1988, 11is father, Sam Aramian,
also had acdvanced trom the Board Lo the
Txecutive Committee mid was installed in
1977 as the Society’s 34th president.

A 30-vear member of the Socicly, Terry
moved last year [rom Phoenix to San Jose,
where he was appointed musical divector
ol the Garden City Chorus. Ie had
been Far Western District presidenl in
1986 and ‘87 after serving in every chapter
ollice except that of secretary.

Like his father (who sang with the
Desert Knights), Tenyisa memberola
popular show quartet, Music Apprecia-
tion 101, and he remains active with the
loursome despite leaving Phoenix.

He and his wife, I\atlw have tour grown
childrenand a gr andson. A builder/devel-
oper until his move to California, Tervy is
a1 construction 1'I1i1n£1g(-‘lTl(']1l consultant.z
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Quartets to try out
for European tour

Barbershop quartets have heen invited
by Extraordinary Students of America to
audition [or two spots this summer on a
[our-week tour of seven Turopean coun-
tries.

The non-profit agency’s Creative and
Perlorming Arts Division each year lakes
American shows to such places as Amster-
dam, Brussels, London, Paris, Lucerne,
Innshruck, Munich, Berlin, Copenhagen
and Stockholm, Txecutive Dircctor Randy
Sykes explained.

Although participants usnally ave high-
school students or older, Sykes said, the
term “students” isloosely interpreted, and
last year's performers ranged in age [rom
17 to 55. Audilions are held throughout
the U.S., he added. Financing usually is
obtained by lprerFm'minggroups through
tax-deductible scholarship donations from
their communities.

Details may be obtained by contacting
Svkes al Extraordinary Students of Amer-
ica, 18032-C Lemon Drive, Suite 151,
Yorba Linda, CA 92686. b5

@72 is now on CD! -

P That's right! The Rilz has just finished a brand
new recording entitted “The Ritz”...On -
Moonlight Bay.” This new recording has
some of your favorite Ritz songs like: “You
Can't Play Sweet Adeline on No Piano,
Loulsville Lou, and Java Jive” plus some exciting new material. Of course, we
have cassettes available of both of our recordings. '

Send. the order form and your check payable to “The Rltz" (Canadian orders please
specify "U. 8. Funds”) to: Ritz Recordings
3154 Sherbrooke ¢ Toledo, QOhio 43606

ORDER FORM

NUMBER | AMOUNT

"The Ritz..On Moonlight Bay”
Compact Discs - $15.00 each -----
Cassettes -------- $9.00 each-----

"The Ritz"
Avallable on cassette only -$8.50 each -----

SHIPPING AND HANDLING {150

TOTAL

Name
Address
City/State/Zip
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Barbershop harmony: Where
and how did it all begin?

(FIRST OF TWO PARTS)
by Wilbur Sparks and David Wright

(Wilbur Sparks, Society histovian, is a
former interpretation judge and past in-
ternational president. \Wilburwas vecently
appointed chairman of the Society’s plan-
ning committee, Futfure IT. David Wright,
associate historian, isan arranger, quartel
man, chorus director and arvangement
JudgeHle teaches the Harmony Cnﬂc"r(’
course “History of the Barbershop Style. ’)

To those of us who revel in the exhilara-
tion of ringing a goad chord, there is an
inevitable curiosity about when the bar-
bershop harmony tradition began and how
the style came to be what it is today. With
the celebration of the 50th year of
SPEBSQSA camc a renewed intercst in
this intriguing heritage.

Some of the elements of that year, 1988,
will live on and on. The publication of two
new books— the commemorative history,
Heritage of Harmony, edited by Val Hicks,
and the Heritage of Harmony Song Book,
assembled by Buit Szal:o— will be used
for research and “fun singing” for decades
to come. The remarkable display in San
Antonio of historical artifacts, gathered by
SWD istorian Grady Kerrand his team—
harbershop record jackets, Harnionizer
covers, sheet music and most notably,
costumes of past quartet champions—long
will be recognized s the most striking of

its kind in owr history.

Other elements of that 50th vearwill e
remembered. The emational pilg;ximage
to Tulsa, the place of our Society’s birth in
1938, by our international officers, Joe
Liles, Betty Ann Cash (our Immdel s
duughtel) and Grady Kerr, resulted not
only in vivid recollections I))' some but in
new research on the original sites by oth-
ers. The Society’s first ever international
barbershop harmony show at the San
Antonio Convention, featuving quantets
and choruses from England, Sweden, West
Germany, New Zeualund, Canada and the
United States, brought more such thritls.
And in Kenosha the barbershop history
musenm, Heritage ITall, became a reality.

Assembling the Mosaic

Piecing together a century and a half of
historyisan elusive task. Not until the turn
of the 20th Century ean we find pictuves,
newspaper and magazine articles and
recordings which document the memo-
ries of old-timers who lived through those
days. In 1921, songwriter Geoflrey O'Tlara
pubiished a medley called “A Little Close
[Tarmony,” arranged in four parts. (It con-
tained asits introchzetion ™ The Old Songs.”)

Nationally known musician und author
Sigmund Spacth recognized the harber-
shop quartet as a uniquely American
musical art form and began writing and
lecturing on it. His 1925 book Barber
Shop Ballads was the first delinitive trea-
tise on the barbershop style, feabwring ar-
rangements with instructions on how to

EARLY-DAY WOODSHEDDERS--Harmonizing in a 1946 get-together in New
York City were (from left) Geoffrey O’'Hara, composer of "K-K-K-Katy,” “The Old
Songs” and others; Richard Grant, Music Division of the War Department; John
McCormack, NYC Park Department, and noted composer/author Sigmund Spaeth.

LAST ONE—Historian Wilbur Sparks
judges his final competition, the inter-
national senior quartet contest in Ha-
waii.

sing them.

The history of SPEBSQSA is well docu-
mented, thanks to some far-sighted indi-
viduals who recognized the importance of
recording it. The two most creative and
productive of these, by far, have been C.T.
(Deac) Martin, the author of Keep Amer-
ica Singing, our Society's ten-vear history,
and our lirst international historian (1941-
43),and Dean Snyder, who served asinter-
national historian orassociate international
historian continuously from 1964 to 1986,
and who has written 90 of his colwnns,
“Historical Notes,” und other arlicles in
The Harmonizer.

Other barbershoppers have made ma-
jor contributions in resewch. Building on
work by Dave Stevens of ourinternational
staff, Dr. Bob Johnson tanght an inspira-
tional Harmony College course, "A Sing-
ing Man’s History ol the Society.” in the
1970s. Tater Dr. Val Ilicks did extensive
stuclies into the beginning of male quartet
history in the 1890s und carly 1900s, col-
lecting recordings of vaudeville and stuclio
quantets; he a[so taught the Tarmony
College history class with distinclion.

In recent years the swine course, now
called “Mistory of the Barbershop Style,”
has been taught by David Wright, review-
ing the history of the idiom from its musi-

cal forerunners to the present day. The
years ol work by these andt other individu-
als have ln()uuht an increasing appn(‘cm-
tion of this flb(matmg_‘ legacy. A synopsis
will lead oft the next installiment.

Continued in next issue
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HAPS ARE HOT!
MEMORIES ALBUM HAS
EVERYBODY TALK]

Ever Since Salt Lake 1986
The MOST HAPPY FELLOWS
R *Swan Song’ Album Has Been

Sweepmg The Country, People Are Saying:
That's The Way Barbershop Should Be Sung/
Have YOU Heard If? You'll LOVE Tl

Sung As Only the HAPS Can..

.*Anybody Here From My Home Town’,
‘One Red Rose’, ‘London By Night'..

12 Great Songs In All... ORDER NOW?

4 Also ., ,
e Class:c
WIZARD oF 0z Alburn
Includmg‘M Cup
Runneth Qver Wllh Love

And From
b TheAC}gld Medal
ays EASE Alb
With Bob Hodge Singlﬁ!g'ﬂ

‘When I Look
In Your Eyes’

L DRgtR Y v O MO PAY ONLY 8600 EACH QUANTITY 10 SEND ALBUMS | CASSETTES [pric s
S SME : THANKS FOR THE MEMORIES
£ WERE OFF T0O SEE. ..
E ST. ADDRESS AT EASE

MAKE CHECK MHF RECCRDS POSTAGE & HANDLING 200
 [CTTVSTATEZIP S R .

r---------------------------------------1

San Francisco International Convention Registration - July 1- 8, 1990

Date INSTRUCTIONS
N ~ Complete order form and
Chapter No. Member No. __ mail with payment lo:
Name SPEBSQSA 6315-Third
—  Ave., Kenosha, Wl 53140-
Address _ 5199,
City/State/Province Zip Code __ Registration fee includes

reserved seat at all contest

| hereby order registrations as follows: ) ) .
sessions, registration

Quantity Rate Total Amount (US Funds) badge (identificalion at all
2 official events) and souve-
Aduilt @ $60.00 $ nir program.
Jr. Under (19) @ $30.00 $ For ollice use
Registrations TOTAL Payment $ B

Make checks payable to "SPEBSQSA." Registrations are transferable but not redeemable.
When you receive confirmation, please Keep it as your receipt.

MASTERCARD || visal ] exp. Date

Authorizalion No.
Account Number

. 1990
Signature CONVENTION ONLY

T UL e S S RO VT VU SR S ———
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News About Quartets

REMINDERTOQUARTETS ORSOON-
TO-BE QUARTETS: The annual fee for
registering or re-registering a guartet has
been raised from $15 to $20, effective
January 1, 1989,

Word comes from the Songhird of the
Chicagoland Association of Barbershop
Chapters that the great-sounding four-
some leatured m the television commer-
cial far La-z-Boyis called the Iliana Quar-
tet. Although not registered, it is com-
posed ol fourbarbershoppersfrom (where
clse?} Hineis and Indiana.

They are tenor Bill Fentress of the
Oalc Lawn Chapter (who lives in Indi-
anal, hari Dave Cowanand bass Bill ITogan
from the Lombard Chapter and lead
Tiuss Hook of Northbrook.

Fentress reported the 30-second spot
actuallv took 712 howrs to film.

] ° ©

Ruth Marks, Harmony Fonndation ad-

niinistrator. 50y records me not kept of

contributions by guartets to the Tnsktute
ol Logopedics. Butshe agrees the Furni-
ture City Chord Company of Grand
Rapids, Mich., maywell be the top quartet
donor [or 1988.

Forthe previous sixyears, tenor Ronald
Tomet, lead fames Westveld, bari David
Kutter and bass Ray Gratter had contrib-
uted from S300 to $300 u year to the
Institnle. They resolved that during the
1988 “Fifth Voice™ (dmpmgn they would
double their largest previous amnual total.

With the help mainly of “love offer-
ings” from the churches and other groups
torwhich they sang, they more than guad-
repled their contributions to $2.215. Can
any other guartet top that ligure?

It might not be accurate to say they
“came outolnowhere,” but Detroit's Leg-
acy. the 1988 Pioneer Listrict quartet
champion, did not perform on its frst
show until October 29, 1988-— bvo weeks
after winming the distriet evown. Itwas in
Benton Harbor, Mich.

Quartet members say they “may not be
the all time champion for rehearsal mije-
age,” hut with baritone Clay Shumard in
Grand Rapids and tenor Wendell Pryorin
Pittshurgh, t]le)‘ are “a full eight hours
apartbvear.” Other memhers are Dennis
Gore, lead, and Michael McClary, bass.

The Houston Chord Auth ority could
claimi a huge andience during the Christ-
mas season. In 13 performances of the
Houston First Baptist Chuarch Christmas

N JM e

WHO ARE THEY?—The only clue to the identity of this quartet is that the picture
was taken by National Park Concessions, Inc., at Mammoth Cave, Ky. The first
person to identify it wins a Grand Prize: full credit in The Harmonizer.

Pageant, they sang “live™ for more than
50,000. The linal performance was Lele-
wsed hy the focal NBC affiliate, and on
Christmas Live that tape was cavried on
cable nationwide, and worldhwide by the
Armed Forces Nebwork.

The quartet is composed of Chuck
Wollert, tenor; Jerry Sedatole, lead; John
Grosnick, bari, and Tommy Gartiman, bass.

s e

Somehow—andwe’ll never know how
these things happen—the name of Joe
Sullivan came outas “Joe Rohinson” inthe
50th Anniversaryedition story on the Four
Renegades.

foe Sullivan not only was the original
lead of the wreat 1965 champions, but he
made the finals with them in 1957, the
semi-finals in 38, the finals again in 60
and 61 ancwon medals with them in 1962
and G3.

He left the quartct lor pervsonal rea-
sons in 1964 and was veplaced by Ben
Williams, but hes still an active barher-
shopper. He sings with The New
Tradition chorus afl Northbrook, 11,

fourth-place medalists in 1988, Onr hum-
blest apologics, Joe.

Andywhile we're {sigh} making corrve-
tionsin the 5()thAnni\’('-rsmye(lition,we’d
better mention that the Classic Collee-
tion won its 1952 gold meduls in Pitts-
burgh, Pa. (\Who sneaked "Philadelphia™
into that stan?)

“\We lied,” said contact man and lead
Dave LaBar. "The Sideldeles aren 't break-
ing up, after all. We just saicd that in hopes
of selling more records.”

Elcfhth place medalists in 1988, the
p()pllldl qu(utet not only has decided to
stick together, Dave added, bat “has a
whole new approach— | thmi\ voull like
it.” They are secking bookings and planmcl
to enter the Sunshine District prelims in
hopes of again making the international
contest this year.

Davesaddressis PO Box 16232, Clear-
witter, FL 34629, Other members ave
tenor Harold Nantz, bari Bill Billings and
buss Randy Loos. &
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Why compete?
Classical music
teachers know

"Why compete?” was the subject of a
recent article published by Westminster
Cheir Coflege in Princeton, N.J., one of
the nation’s leading music schools.

Bill Rund of the St. Louis No. 1 Chap-
ter, 1e.1]|7tng most of the comments ap-
plied to competition “whether sponsored
by Westminster College, the Metropoli-

tan Qpera or SI’EBSQS A" sentacopyto
The Hurmonizer. The following is ex-
cerpted from “The Competition: Why?”

There are several reasons for entering a
competition according to Phyllis Alpert
Leher, head of Westminster's Piano
Department....

Find others like you

“It gives you one more chance to per-
form wnd is a great motivator, prn\fi(ling
vou with a goal,” she says.

Despite ali of the concern Ieading up to
the event, she nates, "once you get there
you find you've wilh lots of like-minded
people— people who care about music
just like you.”

Thomas Purviance, divector of concerts
and special events at Westminster, feels
the motivational benefitol competing is so
strong... he even encourages some stu-
dents to enter a competition, knowing
thercis little chance ol winning, simply for
the goal it presents.

Another benefit of entering a competi-
Hon. dum(linum Mrs. Leher, is receiving
written cr 1hque:> plovlded by thejudges....

“Is one more pair OHHUM} ty Amede(us
listening to the student,” she says, “some-
one more objective than the teacher.”

Preparation vital

Ingrid Clurfield, assistant professor of
piano, said she and her fellow judges
“ztgrccd on the importance OFstage poise:
walking on stage, bowing, pausing belween
Picces and nraintaining an appropriate
physical involvement with the music. No
one was looking for note-perfect, machine-
like accuracy.”

“Tlook foraspecial connection between
the person and the musie,” added Mrs.
Leher, Shestressedalso the importance of
preparation. “First, 1 want to be suve the
studdent will profit [vom the experience,”
she says. “Then they need to live with the
music well in advance. They should have
other chances to perform it.”

Good preparation seems a key to mak-
ing competition a positive experience, &

Mr. Uniform Chairman
We've Got You Covered From Head To Toe

TUXEDOS ¢ UNIFORMS

Special Discounts For Barbershoppers

Model: Bob McCafircy
Ladies Home Companion Quartet
Boston, MA

FREE
CATALOGS

% No Obligation %

We have assembled o wide world of manufae-
wirers and can furnish quottions on special

items. Moo interested quarnees and  choruses,
samples will be furnished Lo
R - S 5
for presentation. Call us lor & B"op
these special arrangements. ¥ |3
g

No arder too small or o = &
hig. Virtually all gouds are o, &~

B b 3 €0 19 265

Anmerician made.

Call us Toll-Free for a quote
Dial 1-800-289-2889

Mon.-Fri. 9 to 5 (Eastern)

- (3]
chilbert & co.
Haberdashers for the successful

Dep. BH-3, 408 MIll Strae

Coraapolis, PA 15108

MEMBER AIRPORT AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
CORAOPOLIS, PA

Your chorus or quartet can bave the winn-
ing cdge in a close contest when you wear
our wide variety of new uniforms, tuxedos
and accessories, Check our low discount
prices. You won't have to settle for winipy,
worn-out goods. You also have ithe
assurance that you can come back for
replacements and fill-ins when you need
them. (You can't do this with used goods.)
You can spruce up your present uniform
auvery low cost. All items offered are brand
new. Mr. Uniform Chairman, call us or
write to get the faces first hand. We'll ag-
range for your committee 1o see samples.
There is no obllgation. Nothing gives a man
more self-confidence than when he is well
dressed in a good looking, grew fitting
uniform. We can’t make you sing better, but
we can make you look better singing. CALL
TODAY!

Check These Prices On
Brand New Goods $&

* Tuxedo coat and pants set - black & colors
- $99.00

¢ Formal shirts laydown & wing collar styles
-$17.50

* Tie, cummerbund & hanky sets—14 colors
— 2 plaids — $13.50 per set
Matching culflinks & sluds available.

¢ Cummerbund & tie sel - name your color
- $10.00 per sel
Patriotic bowltie & cummerbund (red, white
& blue) available special order — prices on
request

* Banded bow lies (name your color) as low
as $3.00

* Clip on suspenders — while. black, red,
silver. navy, burgundy & brown — $3.50
per set
{Other colors available on special order)

s Button-on ruffled dickies — 14 colors -
$4.50 each

« Formal shoes - Black or white —sizes up o
13 - $18.50 pair

¢ Tuxedo pants — black - $26.00 pair

v Tuxedo pants — while — $29.50 pair

+ White formal gloves in lots of 12 or more
- $3.00 pair

« Quality Derby hats —white. silver, egashell,
black, dk. gray. brown - $16.50

* Qualily Topper hats - white, silver. egg-
shell. black. dk. gray. brown —- $17.50

* Chicago hais of the 30's — many color
combinations — $20.00

* Deluxe armbands - pick your color - We
probalily have it! - $2.60 pair

Also available

* Vesls « Blazers « Spats « Garment bags

* Lame {melallic) lies & cummerbunds

4, Prices above are for orders of 6 or mote, For less than

5 unils, prices slightly higher. Prives subject to change
wilhout notice
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by Ron Rockwell
Membership/COTS Manager

and Dave Malony
Into'l. Membership Chairman

What is happening to our membership?
Why are men leaving? What can we do to
improve our statistics and close the back
door so that so many men don’t get away?

Over the years our records show mem-
bers ave excellent recruiters. They man-
age tobring in thousands of new men each
year. Unfortunately a good percentage
leave after a year or two. One of the rea-
sons given is “I clon’t have the time.” This
could be a legitimate reason, but if the
member is having fun, learning lo sing
better and enjoying the fellowship,
wouldn't be find time to stay active?

Maybe the problems in your chapter
can be athibuted to your musical pro-
gram. Do you feel your music vice presi-
clent is doing his job? Is he working with
the director und program vice president in
designing meaningful weekly chapter
meetings?  Does your chapter have a
musical plan? Are weekly chapter meet-
ings well organized? 1l you answer no to
any ol these questions, perhaps you should
take a second look at your chapter before
you expose it to the general public and try
to reeruit new menbers.

Are you entertaining?

IFyoubelieve your chapter meetings are
well structured, you ave learning the bar-
bershop craft and having fun, the second
arca to look at is your public performance
package. Are you portraying your chapter
in the best possible way? Arc your per-
formances well planned, or do you just
showup, sing afewunrelated songs and go
home? Are g'()u singing music suitable to
your chorus? Are you entertaining?

Most of our chapters present an annual
show which is well planned and executed.
Shouldn’t we do the same with our com-
numity performances, those we used to
call sing-outs? Usually we reach many
more people through these perfermances
than through an annual show. This also is
the time we make a pitch for menwho like
to sing to come to our weekly meeting to
seewhatitis really like. Tf they enjoy what

they hear, chances are good they will want
to lry it for themselves. Becausc of this we
should perforn to the best of cur ability.

What about guest night? We invite as
many men as possible to come and sing.
We put together a program we believe
they witl enjoy. We teach a song, a tag, do
some woodsheddingandalltheothergood
things that make up a well-structured
meeting. We have fun, and the guest
appears to enjoy himsell. He may even
come brack next week. {Chances awre better
he willifhe is invited.) ITe might come two
or three Hes.

Guests come to sing

But now we are getting reacly for a big
perlormance— an annual show or a com-
petition. What happens? The chorus
spends two or three hours on the riscrs.
You ask the guest to sit there and listen. If
e wanted only to listen he could buy a
ticket to the show. He came to sing.

The whole format of the meeting is
different than the guest night a few wecks
before. 1Cs not as much fun; it might even
be looked upon as work. What has hap-
pened to the quartetting, the woodshed-
ding, the fun he expericnced that first
night? Is this really what the chapter
meetingislike? Nexttime he stays away—
“I don’t have the time.”

If your chapter works hard, strives for
perfection and has little time for the fun
things that can take place at a chapter
meeting, the least you can clo for the guest
is to make this clear on guest night.

But the best way, of course, is to build
variety into your chapter meeting, This is
what keeps the average barhershiopper
coming back week after week. Certainly
many chapters work hard and look for
perfection, but few have a problem at-
tracting singers. They know where they
are heading and have a plan to arive
there. Seldom, if ever, does that plan in-
clude nothing but hard work.

Get housc in order

Does your chapter have a plan? No
matter what kind of chapter it s, whether
it’s large or small, it must have a plan. You
should know where you want to be a year,
three years or five years from now. If you
areorganized and have a plan, prospeclive
members will be impressed. Most men
join to sing, and this is true of all of us, but
there must be an organization to hold the
whole thing together. Belore you go outto
solicit memberships, you must first get
your house in order.

Members stick if you follow a plan

A new metbership recruiting program
now in the works says a lot of what we've
said here. The program uses the slogan
“MEmbership begins with ME." We
strongly suggest that before you try to
recruit members, look at what you have,
where you've been and where you want to
go. Iturges planning and suggests that yon
lave a good product te sell before you try
tosellit. I you are singing well, ave well or-
ganized and having fun, the chances of a
guest wanting to be part of it are much
greater.

Membershipis yourresponsibilily. Each
and every member of the chapter should
be as concerned with the growth of the
chapter as he is concerned with quality.

Have a serious look at your chapter. 1f
you decide you have a chapter you can be
proudof, that entertainswell and is a good
expericnce for the members, then go out
and work to make it grow.

We necd members, und itis up toyou to
get them.

Society now has
8 subsidiaries

With approval by the International
Board of the new Association of Inter-
national Scnior Quartet Champions
(AISQC) the Society now has cight offi-
cially recognized subsidiaries. The others
are:

AH-SOW {Ancientand Harmonious So-
ciety of Woodshedders)

ALC {Association of International Cham-
pions)

Confederate Harmony Brigade
{(Honorary association limited to 50
members from the Sunshine and Dixie
districts.)

DECREPITS (Associadon of Dis-
carded and Decvepit Past Membors of
SPEBSQSA Board of Directors Without
Voice and Without Portfolio, Not Incor-
porated)

DELASUSQUEHUDNMAC (Honor-
ary chapter in Mid-Atlantic District, named
for district’s principal rivers: Delaware,
Susquehanna, Hudson and Potomac.)

NEWCANEWENG TRIBE (ITonor
club of the Northeastem District, named
for New York, Canada and New England,
which comprise the distvict.)

PROBE (Public Relations Officers and
Bulletin Editors) =
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Here’s something
that will make your

sit up and histen.

Jukebox Satrrday
Night

If your friends at the tennis club can’t understand why you scem to be
moving to a different tune lately, they just don't know how good
Barbershopping can be. Give them a taste of the best with the latest

release by the “Bluegrass™ singing “Tukebox Saturday Night™. The
Bluegrass Student Unicn has pul together the sounds of America’s
“Golden Era™ of popular nusic as nobody has before. The best of the
1930% and 40’ in that style that has put Bluegrass Student Union at the top.

Listening once will make your friends lifelong fans. But let them order
their own copy. Friendship has its limits.

handbng charge and to designate Larry F. Knoll, Business Manager PO. Box 4010

record or casselle. All orders senl UPS for prompl delivery. — )

Canadian Orders Please Specify “U.S. FUNDS” mmmm  Jeflersonville, IN 47131-4010

RUSH ORDERS CALL 14812) 283-4019 ‘

{9:00a.m. 1o 5:30 p.m. Mon, thraugh Fri) %‘

Card # Exp. Dale The distrbution, sa'e or adveilisng of unolficial recordngs 1s nel a repeesentaton thal

the contents of such record rigs are appropriate lor conlest use.

r---—------------ - - - - - - - """ -"—"-"-"“-"“-“"“=~"”=7="¥"7/¥"=—"=-"=-"=-"=-—""== |
I BLUEGRASS PRODUCTIONS (0 RECORDS [ CASSETTES 9% 1 COMPACT DISC s34 |
I' PO. BOX 4010 910 NACHAND LANE O AFTERCLASS (O DLDERBETTER O MUSIC MAN !
I JEFFERSONVILLE, IN 47131-4010 O JUKE BOX SATURDAY NIGHT |
1| Name 2dd $2.00 shipping and hand'ng :
| Address SET OF 4 for *35% add $2.00 shippng and hand'rm |
: (obeel oiess e K 7S} Bluegrass Student Union :
| Cily Slale Zip LIVE INCONCERT VIDEO I VHS  CJ BETA *29* |
2da £3 00 shppng and hand'ng
! Dontforgel o nchde tipping . T0S . FDRSHDW BOOKING CONTACT. |
| |
| I
1 |
| |
| |
| |



Letters to the Editor

BOUQUETS
(AND A FEV BRICKBATS)

Dear editors,

I have received the long-awaited Anni-
versary Issue of The Harmonizer.- 1 know
it was the resultol much eﬂmt and I can
appreciatessame.

The issue is simply outstanding, and I
believe you will receive many letters at-
testing to the publication....

Bill Watson

La Porte, Ind.

Dear Harmonizer Publishers & Jowrnal-
ists:

I have heen a bar lJeuhopper for several
years, andd I just received my November/
DLLembet issue, and I wanted to let you
know that this is probubly the best issue 1
lve everreceived. Forsome reason 1 got
it late; in fact T got my January/February
l)e}me [ got my November/December.

I just want to commend whoever pnt
this issue together for a fntastic job. Tam
looking forward Lo see ing many more Har-
monizers of this qudhly

Jim Barloon

Rochester, Minn.

Gentlemen:

Just received the NowDec issue of The
Harmonizer. sust say it is a magniticent
issie (DOth)T!.... We reguested in early
Octoberan ad to sell our Valentine manu-
als.... Since the ad appears to be inellece-
tive because of the late avrival of The ITar-
manizer, we arcrequestingoefundofour
ad cost....

Roger Weshwood

Redwood Chordsmen

Santa Rosa, Calif.

A legitimate request, Roger.
on the 1 wey with onr apologies.

Refund is

Deur edilor,

Several members ol our chapter have
Leen complaining alout receiving The
Harmonizer very lute, Todfly [ was re-
minded when 1 received the Nov/Dec 8§
issue on Feb. 1, 1959....

This is u great publication, hut it is little
use when you receive it bvo months late...
Maybe you can jack up the postal depart-
ment.

Wilbur Sage, Sceretary

Rochester (N.Y.} Chapter

Dear edilor,

I greatly enjoved the Golden Anniver-

sary issue; well done,

Bul on page 43, are vou sure that the
Four Hearsemen were 2ndin 19332 My
records show the Four Chorders 2nd in
1953 and the Four Hearsemen 2nd in
1954, ...

Dan Lyons

Alexandria (Va} Chapter

You're absolutely right, Dan; we blew it
enthat one. Itwas 54 that the Hearsemen
won the silcer.

Joe Liles & Hamonizer Editor:

WOWE Now/Dee Harmonizer “TOPS™
since [ve paid dues.... T'm swre there have
been other benefits, bt this is a class
publication.... Thanks again—a TREAS-
URE!

Jim Steiner, President

Swan Valley Soundmen

Freeland, Mich.

Fditor:

Great looking and reading Nov/Dec is-
sue! Qur article came off great, and the
Steve Ross story below it helped reinforce
our philosophy...

From pastexperience 1 know that people
don’tsay “thanks” enough, so Twant you to
know that 1 realize all the time you putinto
the issue, and I appreciate the excellent
work. ...

Bob Arnold

Bulletin Editor

The Vocal Majovity

Muany, many thanks for all the aceolades
we have received on the Golden Annicer-

sary issue. If did incolve a multitude of

problems; it came out for too late (mailed
the week after the janwary issue), and in-
coitably mistakes did creep in. Bul we are
grateful forall the ki Fdi-
tor

THANKS TO JIM WARNER

Letter to the edilor:

Jim Warner's “Reflections” in the Now/
Dce issue beautifullv artienlates the mes
sage that is on cach page from 30 thr nllgll
75— that what has been demonstrated by
onr international presicents is the ‘deter-
mination, paticnee aund constant reminder
that our primary purpose is to share the
enjoyment of singing hwrbershop har-
mony.

Since my barbershopping journey be-
gan in 1957 Thave had the good lorlune Lo

work with 24 presidents on cither commit-
tees or boards. 1 have met 10 others
socially, enabling me to have some sense
of the spirit and depth of cach one’s mis-
sion. Twish T had known the other 12 1
wissed, but then again [ do know what
they were about.

May Loffera profound thank-you to Jim
Warner and all that his new office of
immediate past international president
represents?

Brett White

\Winter Park (Fla.)

DEDICATION—
OR OBSESSION?

Dear editor:

Love what yon've donetothe magazine,
(1 haven’t been in barbershopping for a
while, so iUs all new ta me.) Great joh!

Lwant to eommenton the article “Front-
row Man Quietly Defines "Dedication’.”
(jamuu}f/]—"ebrum)' Harmonizer) I'msorry,
but what young Alan showed me was not
somueh dedication asobsession. And that’s
putting it mildly,

I'mnotsure what was going through the
winds of the gays in his chapter, but f
somcone inmy chorus was bleeding, turn-
ing white... and excusing himsell to go to
the men’s room with great regularity, |
might— just might—think that person
was more serionsly injured than he was
letting on, and force the issuc of his getting
medical attention.

The point is this: Burbershopping is
great, but it’s not worth risking the possi-
bility ol incurring more serious injurics by
ignoring a real, present disability, no mat-
ter what the canse, no maltter what the
goal. It's at times like this that you must
put the hobby in perspective and say,
“Doclor first, chorus second.”

And while we're at it, let's get the kid a
Volvo.

Andy Harris

Manhattan (N.Y.) Clapter

STAMM TAKES ISSUL WITH STORY

Dear editor

[n the Jannay/TFebruary Harmonizer
wits the lirstofa two-pactarticle written by
Frank Chilberti, Jr.: “Buying uniforms?
Ilereare uselul tips.” Therewere acouple
of points in the wrticle that T thought were
misleading or non-factual and might con-
fuse barbershoppers.
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First of all, in the second paragraph he C
implies tuxcdos are the “class act.” While FREE VOCAL MAJORITY ALBUMS!
tuxedos are one uniform possibility, they

are not necessarily classier than a period For a limited time, you can obtain a free LP or cassette by the

costume or character costume that may fit five-time International Chorus Champions

the quartetpersonalilyorsongthemc. His THE YOCAL MAJORITY
implication could mislead some of our Send today for a free catalog of all NINE albums and
members into thinking tuxedos are always FOUR videosﬂgf Al:;er ig?’s most_rhb?n_oged Ba;nghOp chorus.
P . hree album fitles naw avaifable in Compaci Disk!
the best route to go. This is categoncally Mail your requast today tor a FREE calalog descrlbing oupr FREE ALBUM offer. Send to:
untrue. ' . The Vocal Majority
In the snxtl.l pa'ragraph hestates, I\_\foulq P.O. Box 29904
avoid choosing imported tuxedos. First, it Dallas, TX 75229
is patriotic to huy American.” This is an We would love to have you visit one of our Thursday night rehaarsals should you ever travel to Dallas.
edjtorialcomment; Iecan imagine that some Just call (214) §60-0606 for direclions and times.

of our Canadian members may take um-
brage to this, and rightly so. It is up to each
individual to make decisions based on

quality, price, style, availability and per- C LA S S O F TH E J 805
sonal preference. ' s

Even though you clearly state at the be- SOUTHWESTERN DISTRICT CHAMPIONS
ginning of the article that Mr. Chilberti is

in the business of clothiug distribution, I
think it is possible to interpret this article
as coming from a biased standpoint.

Coincidentally, on page nine of the same
issue Mr. Chilberti runs an advertisement
for tuxcdos. The first line states: “Your
chorus or quartet can have the winning
edge in a close contest when you wear our
wide variety of new uniforms, tuxedos and
accessories.” While this statement does
appear in an advertisement, it is blatantly
untrue and misleading.

Mr. Chilberti did a fine jobin the article
of discussing uniform options and variety
within the tuxedo line. I appreciate his
expertise in this field and thank him for his
contribution. Let us remember that there
are many uniform and costume possibili-
ties for barbershop quartets and choruses.

Perfoermers should seleet attire that en- ol . . .
1 i . o 1 I M E PI ECE S featuring selections with the
rances the personality of their group and
makesl apositive entertainmeut statement DALLAS JAZZ ORCHESTRA ncLubing:
to their audience. Above all,la perf(?rmer % 5 GREAT "FOUR FRESHMEN® BIG BAND FAVORITES
should feel good in what he is wearing. * THE MANHATTAN TRANSFER'S “UNCHAINED MELODY.”
Show "nuff, * LEE GREENWOOD'S PATRIQTIC ANTHEM “GOD BLESS THE U.S.A."
Gary Stamm ; ARRANGED BY BRIAN BECK.
Manager, Media & Performance & * JIM CLANGY'S ARRANGEMENT OF “MY FUNNY VALENTINE."
ORDER BLANK
THE EIGHT-TIME r """"""""""""" P ';;}l;;e_""““__}
INTERNATIONAL MEDALIST The CLASS OF THE '80's | Unlt No. of and Sub i
HOUSTON TIDELANDER a featured quartel of the{ Thie Price Unils Handiing Total :
CHAPTER IS SEEKING A NEW internationally-acclaimed | 1ioniocess  §0.00 x + 51.00 = 1
CHORLUS DIRECTOR. VOCAL MAJORITY is) - '|
This active century member chapter is ﬂg:%"%%éh: g[rl;?lﬁ"lﬁél First Class”  $6.00 x * $1.00 = !
agcepting applications from experignc- worlldwilh1r:islruly3nique { * Avallable on Cassette Only GRAND TOTAL § |
ed, qualified music directors. The chapter ; | di | * Allow 4 Weeks for Dellvery, |
- . jazz vocal recording. I . ., |
has a strong and active music team to | [MAKE CHEGKS PAYADLE TO "BOYS NEXT DOOR) I
support our new director. We will assist 1 7635 Bryn Mawr Drive, Dallas, TX 75225 « (214) 701-3440 l
in securing employment in the Houston ‘ thg I Name 1
area if requested. All replies will be | . 1
treated confidentially. Please send gfm ‘ Addrass Ciry !
resume and references to: ’5:0 | Slate e Phone { I
John T. Schneider, Jr. (% IL. CANADIAN ORDER SPEGIFY “U.S. FUNDS™ ]
3 ip Van Winkle _Hauston TX 77024 BTN S QR AT O NP AR O™ eSO,
713-468-2746 (home) or THE CONTENTS OF SUGH RECORDINGS ARE APPROPRIATE FOR CONTEST USE.
713-699-0717 {office}
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by Burt Szabo
Editor, Music Publishing

How many times have you sullered
through an wninspired quartet or chorus
performance, groancd at the tired jokes
and eringed at the lack of professionalism
on display between songs?

Quartets and chapter choruses and
masters ol ceremony may be overlooking
an opportunit}* to make their presenta-
tians more entertaining and even infor-
mative for their audiences.

Woald you enjoy hearing that the writer
ol "They Were Al Out Of Step Bat Jim” is
Irving Berlin, who celebrated his 100th
birthdayin 1988 and gave us sueh master-
pieces as “Easter Parade” and “God Bless
Ameriea”™

Or that "Swanee” was composed by
George Gershwin, who gave us “Rhap-
sody 1n Blue” and “Porgy and Bess™? Or
that "You Gotta Be A Foathall Hero” was
composed by an Austrian, a Russian and
an American? That When Youand I'Were
Young, Maggie” was wrillen by a Cana-
dian for his bride-to-be who tragicallv died
within a year afler their \\’E‘dthl]“p That

“Cuddle Up A Little Closer. Lovev Mineg”
was written by 2 man who plave ‘L oboe in
an Austrian army band and a Colambia
University Pr ofessor of [inglish?

Would vou believe that the Canadian
national anthem was composed by a Cana-
dianwho served inthe Union Avmy during
the Civil War? That he was artistic dirce-
tor and conductor at u famoas New York
minstrel show theatre from 1870 to 18727
That he plaved piano on an American
steamboat in the 1880°s and divided his
life between Canadaand the United States
helore he died in Boston? Other musical
pufmm( s demonstrate interest in the
history and background of their music.
Volumes have l)t en written about
Beethoven ancl ‘)ll“l\'lllbk) Folk singers
sprinkle their performances with com-
mentary on the history of their music. Jazz
p(—?i‘fbrmers give credit to wyiters and per-
[ormers of the music they play.

Why don’t barbershop performers help
theiraudiences enjoy theirmusic more by
prefacing songs with interesting historical

information? Do harbershoppers care?
Do andiences care? We think they do.
“Well,” you may say. it tukes too mneh
time.” In fact, it would probably take less
time than some of the stories thal quartets
tell. “But our show is pre- 1)(1(,1\(1&9(1 and
we don’t introduce songs.” Great. 1T a
printed program is used, here is a perlect
opportunity to write something about the
songs vour chorus will perlorm. “Okay. So
where do we go to find this information?”
Each of the 65 songs in the Heritage of
Harmony Songbuok is preceded by a hnef
paragr dph or iwo containing information
about the comiposers of the song. Further
informalion mav be obtained from yvour
local library, w lnchpmlnbl\ has several of
the following books which will tell vou as
much as you care to know about songrit-
ers, Broadway shows, history of the times,
dn(l oncr\momll), the circumstances sur-
mundin;: a r;ong’s composition or first
performance. Ask vour libravian for:
A.S.CAP.— The ASCAP Biographical
Dictionary of( SOMPOSCTS, Authors
and Publishers
BONI, MARGARET BRADFORD, Edi-
tor—The Fireside Book of Favorite
American Songs
EWEN, DAVID—AM The Years of
American Pnpu(m' Music
EWEN, DAVID-— Pancrama of Ameri-
can Popular Music
EWEN, DAVID, Editor— Popular
American Composers
FULD, JAMES J.— The Book of World
Famous Music
KINKLE, ROGER D.— the Complete
Encyclopedia of Popular Music and
Jazz 1800-1950
MeNAMARA, DANIEL L, Editor— The
ASCAP Bmgmphacai Dictionas i of
Composers, Authors And Publishers
MARTIN, DEAC (C.T.)— Deac Mar-
tii’s Book Of Musical Americana
MATTFELD, JULIUS, Editor— Vari-
ety Music Camh ade
RAPH. THEODOQRE— The Songs \We
S'mw A Treasury ofAnu ricanPopu-
lar .\Iusrt )
SPALETH, SIGMUND— A History 0_[
Pupu[m' Music in America
Don't expect to find a lot of romantic
fuli about the songwriter who wrote his
song because he had just been jilted, or
because hisbrother happenedtosay, “Gee,
[ wish T could find a gir] like Mom, who
married Father!”
Most songwriters were pz'ufessionals in

Background tales pep up show

the employ ol publishing companies. and
if the publisherwanted asong about Dixie.

the writer composed a song about Dixie,
I a rival publisher scored a great saccess
wilh “That Wonderful Mother Of Mine,”
every other publisher asked his wiiters for
“mother” songs, widl so on. Most of the
writers who wrote lrish songs never set
foot om the Emerald Isle, and few of the
writers of “Dixie” songs cver travelled
south of Atlantic City. All of those great
songs about California were written by
New York songwriters.

Sogive ita fair trv. Those in vour chapter
or quartet with an interest in musical his-
tory can turn ap agreat deal of material to
use on stage or in the printed program,
and voar audience may appreciate this
meore than a rehash of Hred stories and
worn-out jokes. Tuake pride in our music
and let your auciences know that vou
really do care about our songs and the men
and women who wrote them. =)

Society, Adelines join
international festival

Leading choruses and quartets from the
Society and Sweet Adelines. Tnc., will join
vocal groups from around the world in the
1989 Internabonal Choral Festival this
stmraer in Toronto. Ont., Canada.

Headlininga June 17 show entitled “The
Best of Barbershop” will be the Inter-
state Rivals, 1987 international goartet
champions, and the Scarborough Dukes
of Harmony, eight-time medalists and
twice champions of international chorus
competition.

Other Socicty purticipants will be the
Canadian Heritage and Rumors quar-
tets, both from the Ontario District. Sweet
Adelines groups will be the North Metro
Chorus and Onyx, aleading quartet {from
the same chapter. The concert will be in
Toronto’s Roy Thnmpmu Hall.

The month-long festival, in 28 Toronto
venues, will include workshops, seminars
and concerts by such vavied groups as The
King’s Singers of Creat Britain. the Obre-
kemnov: Cheje of Bulgaria, Tibetan Temple
Singers from India, Boston's Tanglewood
I L}.[l\d] Chorus, the Poliansky Choir of
Moscow, the Bovs Choir of Montserrat
{(Spain), Finland's Tapiola Choir, the BBC
Singers and the Boys Choir of 1Tarlem 2
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Jim Bob Kirkendall* sez:

euh They're hack.

And | don't know if the viord i ready for the new Depler’s Choice. You
remember CHOICE 11? The entire ol Wor in 30 minutes? | mean give me o break.
That's whot hogpens when four steren heads spend too much time alone in o
recording studio.

You remember. Mulfiple tracks. Overdubs. Sound effects and even female
backgiound voices! Heck, Baibershag's never been the some since.

Now, it's the new DC on (D!}

1 mean, are we ready for this? Do we really need minorperfedt, stote-ofthe-ort,
awesome fidelity, digitol stereo stuff? Well, after my girtiriend, Betty Bob, tald me
about the DC's latest effort, | hod to get me ane of them CDs. Even hod to buy o (0
playerto go along viith it. Stuffed it in my "48 Merc. You know. The one with the
candy-opple red paint job, chopped top, frenched headfights and the twin Smilty’s
glosspaks? Now I'va gat twelve speakers in it ond one of them Japanesa grophic
equalizer baoster gizmos. Sort of o Jim Bob's juke hox on wiheels, Know what |
rmean?

When you slip the DC into the slat, go to MAX VOLUME! [T'S TOTAL SOUND
IMPLOSION! THE BLACK HOLE OF BARBERSHOP! | mean, shat’s what
I'mtalkin’ abaut, old san!

OK. So you're wondering: How'd they sound?

Well, the fitle song tell it ike i is:

Like The First Time... Only Better,

These fioops hoven't missed o beot. it's
like they viere never gane. I's like old wine.
Know whot | meon?

Now, if you like o litle variety with your
Barbershap, you'll freak out over the DC's:
Beach Boys Medley.

It's anather Gary Parker 9-minute production
(onslate: @ musicaf experience from outer space).
Now | prefer waterskiing to surfin’, but they da sing obout
impartant things ike 40%s ond various other custom machines.

Al you *50s survivors will dig Dave Wright's chart on the old
Ricky Nelson hit:

;\
i OF

e

THE RUMORS
ARE TRUE.

(_“.
Q
%“

@5,'.#L v

“\‘

GHOICE

PRODUCTIONS

Hello Mary Lov.

Mon, when yau hear #hat comin’ over your JVGs, if's like o tip into o time worp,
It's Ene mood of the fimes. You know. Duck tok, Biondo jorkets. Haeys. Kickers.
Yegh!

For you shictly Borershag lovers, Brian Beck wos shawin’ off ond did 0 20+
minute knock-off of that old Doo-Dad onangement;

Mister Piano Man.

20 minutes it fook him. And it's only a killer chort! The man is o legend in his
own mind {ond fime) which is OK by me.

Oh yeah—there’s the nevs version of the BC’s fomaus show opener:

Rose Colored Glusses.

Bil Thornton does his patented "tead hanger” on the tag (which prampted an
international inguiry into his rumared use of steraids). Al umors. His body dossn't
loak #haf good!

My fovarite song on this DC (0 is the old 40s numiber;

[ Don’t Know Why | Love You Like | Do.
It's like o cross betvieen the Mills Bros. and Amos'n Andy! You gatio hear

this 1o believe it. So smoooooth. And when Parker doss his “Kingfish” roufine,
ir's all over.
There’s also o few DC “rademark” ballads ta discover,
phus Gory Parker's Hibule to Gordon Lightfool:
s If You Could Read My Mind.

When you hear his one over your digitol stereo
golactic stanvars headphones, you'll finally understond
wihy Gory thinks numerically. This guy is strictly o left
biained individual.
Well, troops, fotal it up. | get one OC driverin,
Two jingles. Sound effects. Anangements by
Gory Parker, Brian Beck, Dovid Wright, Greg
Lyne, and the late Fronk Bloebatm. And, of
course, the super chops of he Dealer's Chaice
{with Greg Cloncy ridin” shoigun}.
| give it five stars. %k %Kk
fim Bab says “check it out.™

*é‘*-?

YES! Plooss send LIKE THE FIRST TIME immediately (if not sooner). Endosed is my check o1
maney order Yo Choice Productions (Canodions odd 25%4). Send to: Chaice Productions, 12954 Roonake
Road, Roanoke, Texas 76262,

Noma

Bddess

Gity, Stote/Prarinee, Iip

* Jim Bob Kirkendo!l is o nafionatysyndicated music ciic. His monthly column oppeors in The Tiucker's Times, The Duly O Jabber, and the Colfarnia Hot Rad Gozette.

Quantty  Price

LIKE THE FIRST TIME a@ss

0 (ossete @S9
SONGS LIKE DADDY USED TO PLAY O3 (ossette @ 58

Q &k @353
CHOICE! 0 Cosselto @ 58

1 §lck@$3
LAST SESSION [ (ossetta @SB
Any thiee cosseftes {drde files) 0 3 cosseltes @ 523
Any oddifianol cossetts §7
Add 52 postage/Manding (Canodo 52.50) Allw 4 vieeks for defivery.  TOTAL=

(TFT1 /59



Swipes ‘n Swaps -

Swipes ' Swaps lislings are non-commercial ads
only. published as'a service to readers. Rate: $10
per colunm inch or porlion thereof. All ads subject
to approval by the publisher.

CHORUS DIRECTORS WKNJED

The Daylona Beach, FL chapler needs a direc-
tor to replace its curren! staff of two. Both willbe
available to acl as leaching assislants. We have
a good basic chorus that competes and puls on
shows. We have a hard core of dedicated sing-
ars who want to expand. Live near “lha world's
most famous beach,” enjoying the geod lite, and
help build our Surfside Chorus. Conlacl Hal
Francis, 3606 So. Peninsula Dr., No, 205, Port
Orange, FL 32019. Phong (904) 761-0178.

Central Cily Chordsmen, former district small
chorus champs from Santa Maria, Calif., {on
California's sunny central coast), is in nsed of a
director. Qur chorus has a good balance of
voices, an aclive music leam and loads of enthu-
siasm. Both the Pacilic Ocean and Vandenberg
Air Force Base are within shorl driving distance,
angd the central coastis a greal place lo retire. if
this interasts you, please contact David Waxman,
808 N. Brian Street, Santa Maria, CA 93454,

WANTED - Dynamic direclor for A-level, 60-man
chorus in beautiful Tampa, Florida. Contact
Wayne Brozovich, {813) 785-5616.

The Utah Valley Chorus in Provo, Ltah, is seek-
ing a direclor who is enthusiastic and loves to
have fun singing barbershop harmony. The
chapter was selected as the Most Improved
Chorus at the 1988 Rocky Mountain District
contest. Allinterested, qualified directors should
contact Mark Call, Music Vice President, 5A-252
S. Wymount, Provo, UT 84604, or phone (801)
377-6218. ’

The Sea-Tac Chapter, in the heart of the great
Pacific Northwesl, needs a new, experienced
director with strong barbershop skills. We offer
an eager, enthusiastic membership of 60+, a
well-organized hoard, an involved music team
and employment placement assistance. Con-
tact Shelton Black, P. O. Box 3202, Federal Way,
WA 88063-3202. Phone (206) 825-5393 {eve.)

Norfolk, Virginia's Commedore Chorus is look-
ing for a Direclor. Qur chorus was the 1987 Mid-
Atlantic District Intermediate Chorus champion.
We have an aclive Music Commiltee and desire
an energelic and experienced Direclor. We are
a chorus of over 60 members and growing.
Come {oin us in Tidewater. This area offers a
variely of employment opportunities. Norfolk is
lhe home of the World's Largest Naval Base and
has numerous defense-related and other indus-
lries. Contact Bill Edwards, 103 Hibben Court,
Chesapeake, VA 23320. Phone: (804) 547-3503.

Wanled: Dynamic, knowledgeable, experienced
Director to assume direciorship of century chap-
ter Minneapolis Commodores Chorus. In 13 trips
to International Competition we hold four meg-
als. We have a well organized music team
including two assistant direclors. Qur chapter
goal it to sing well, entertain and compete. We
also have a very supporlive women's auxiliary.
While everyone may want 1o move south to stay
warm, why not come north where hardy folks
live. Learn to speak "Minnesotan.” You Betchal
Contact Mark Conlon, 17036 Davenporl Streel
NE, Anoka, MN 55304. Ph. (612) 434-7074

DIRECTOR WANTS CHORUS

Experienced Director Needs Chorus! Does
your 80+ chorus need an experienced musical
director to help altain ils present and fulure
goals? If your chorus is commilted to quality
Barbershop singing and is willing to pursue
musical excellence, then I'm your man. A rich
formal education in choral music, along with 11
full years of barbershop experience makes me
lhe ideal candidate. For a copy of my complete
barbershop resume, please call me at (213) 697-
4780, or wrile a leller of inlerest to John Sasine,
1232 Tracie Dr., Brea, CA 92621,

UNIFORMS WANTED

Need 75 or more lighl-weighl uniforms. Send
picture or sample to Arthur Lemisux, 6366 E.
Mockingbirg Lane, Inverness, FL 32650, or call
(904) 726-5360.

CUSTOM BARBERSHOP HARMONY LEARNING TAPES

Are nowi available...cecorded from your arrangements in VT-YP-Y0 formot... Any song your chorus wants, or
fram a prerecorded sang listing... With yaur interpretatian built rightin...Up to 10 songs per tope... With quality
singing, good vowel motch and lechnigue {one voite does four parts)...A high quality program for barbershop
choruses end quartetsvhowant tolearn quickly and make rehearsafmare efficient and fun...Allthis with quick
turnaround and a cost shatwan't break the traosury, Renae Craiy; ” Chis hus one of the most effective leorning
fopes in the borbershop world. He mukes it sound eusy!”...Ed Waesche: “ Chis, by himself, is better then most
of the quertets 've heard!” Call/vrite for a catalag & dema fape. -

HARMONY ORIGINALS K 4

502 Ramapo Valley Rel,, Oakland, NJ 07436 N\
Phone (201) 405-0759 %am to 9pm Eustern \

Our Republic of South Africa cherus is seeking
about 60 uniforms. Any chorus wanling 1o get rid
of uniforms is agked to please send a photogragh
and delails to Dr. C. J. Molyneux, PO Box 242,
7700 Rondebosch, Republic of Soulh Africa.

UNIFORMS FOR RENT OR SALE

50 Lime luxedo uniforms consisting of jacket,
trousers, vest and bow tie. In excellent condition,
$25 per sel. Includes 25 ruffleg dickeys. Picture
and sizes available on request. Contact John W.
(Billy Swonger, 1435 Eastgate Rd., Springfield,
OH 45503, phoné (513) 399-31489.

FOR RENT- World War | replica uniforms (60)
complete with helmet, belt and wrap leggings.
Will rent smaller quantilies. Super successful
show theme - WWI( song list, scripl and staging
suggeslions available. Contact: Tom Russell,
Riverbend Drive, Box 254A, Myslic, CT 06355.
Day: {203)572-9121; Evenings: (203)536-7733

75 White Tuxedo sets {coals and trousers). Ceat
has white velvet lapels. Washable, not dry ¢lean.
Coals trimmed in red sequins, trousers have red
stripe. Alltrimis removable. Exlralrim and pieces
go with purchase of entire lot. Pictures and sizes
available upen request. Price negoliable. Con-
lact Frank Porco (afier 5 pm) at (412) 751-6135,
14322 Jane Clair, North Hunlingdon, PA 15642

FOR SALE— 60 tuxedo sets (coal, pants &
vest), with exira coats, pants and director's "tails.”
Light Blue Royale with dark blue salin piping on
collar ang pockets, and a dark blue satin stripe
on panls. Excellent condition. Asking $25.00 per
set - $1,500 {or the lot - extras free. Pictures and
sizes available onrequesl. Contact Dave Corzil-
ius, 1010 N. George St., Rome, NY 13440
Phone {315} 336-5214 evenings, weekends.

Teaneck, N.J., Chapter has 68 light blue tuxedos
with vests, yellow shirts, light blue bow tlies;
excellent condilion. Contact Jim McNamara, 149
E. First St., Clifton, NJ 07011, or (201) 772-0404.

FORSALE—30tuxedo sets (jacket, vest, pants),
“Grey Baron™ model by Lord West. Grey with
black velvet collar, black piping on lapels and
pockets, biack stripe on pants. $30 per set.
Some ruffled shirts also available at low cost.
Piclures and sizes available onrequest. Contact
Tom Smeltzer, cfo Milwaukee Choristers, P. O.
Box 1964, Milwaukee, Wl 53201,

60 FREE VESTS! Actually it's really ke 120
vesls because they're reversible (white or metal-
lic green), ang we'll give them to your ¢chorus
when you buy our 85 sharp-looking unilorms
which are wrinkle-free, orange-red blazers with
1/4" wide white piging oullining the lapels, and

- white, no-belt panils with white sequin stripes.

They're in good condition with a range of sizes
from 35 reg. to 48 leng. They're yours for only
$30 each. Write Gene Bass, 12750 SW 103rd
Terr., Miami, FL 33186.

continued on page 30
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The Narragansett Bay Chorus

Eight Time Northeastern District Chorus Champions

Presents
The Return Of The First New England Appearance Of
The 1980 - 1981 The 1986-1987
International SPEBSQSA International Sweet Adeline
Championship Quartet Championship Quartet

Boston Common. Ambiance

Also Appearing
Prime Alliance
1988 - 1989 Northeastern District Champs
8:00 PM Saturday, September 9th, 1989
Providence Performing Arts Center, Weybosett Street, Providence, R.1.

ORDER BLANK
# of Tickets Amoun For information and orders, call or

Front Center Orchestra - iickes@82000=S5_ write 10
Orchestra — lickes@S$1500=8____
Loge — fickes®$2000=8%_ . .
First Dress Circle _ ickes®sls00=$S .. Bill erght
Second Dress Circle — ickes@$800=$__ ¢/o Ballooney Tunes
After Glow —lckes @3 800=5 1048 Mineral Spring Avenue
TOTAL - tickels @ Total=8% ' . ;
Price includes 50¢ resioration fee 10 Providence Performing Arts Center. No. Provndence, R102504
Master Card Phone: Day (401) 728-8705
or Visa Eve (401) 333-3546

last | ot

Sorect
"B . ‘ ne Exp. Date Please make check or money order pay-
Altn FPhors (Days) able [0:

NARRAGANSETT BAY CHORUS.



Swipes 'n Swaps, continued

SCRIPT FOR SALE

SHOW SCRIPT, stage directions, knocked'em
dead in St. Paull Weslern melodrama for live
men, wo wamen, one boy, entilled Mouth Off at
Dry Throat Guich. Bashiuldrifter Gordon Bleedin
takes gallantry lessons from lovely Miss Delicia
Slake, while fun-loving Warren T. Void plays
joke on sidekick Russelt M. Dogies. Bogus bu-
reaucrat Downer Weigh threatens to shut down
town for code violations, bul afler slow molton
fight, justice and love prevail. Writlen for thirleen
chorus/quartel numbers; runsg an hour. Substi-
tute some of your own rep for the original num-
bers. | will adapt lead-ins if needed. Take a look
and you'lilove it! Royalty $100 first performance.
Send SASE for synopsis/song list to Dulton
Faoster, 1882 Goaodrich, St. Paul, MN 55105.

RECORDS FOR SALE

Criginal 4-record album, 78 rpm, by Flai Foot
Four, 1940 International Champions. Collector's
itemn, good condition. Oliver Jones, 4517 N.
Penn, #1B, Oklahoma Cily, CK 73112. Phone
(405) 840-9744

BOOK WANTED

WANTED—OId "Molly” Reagan arrangers' ook
with “clock system” wheel, copyright Sept. 1963.
Donald Ferguson, 91 Hackney, St. Mary's, OH
45885, Phone 419-394-5493 after 4 p.m.

MUSIC BOOKS FOR SALE

Cuartellers and would-be quarteliers, this may
be your last chance 1o get Singing Together, lhe
basic BARBERSHOP HANDBOCK used at our
schools and enjoyed by thousands. This great
beginning barbershop ook is now going out of
print. Get a piece of hislory, $7 postage paid,
from Raymond C. Miller, Villa Publishing Co..
P.C. Box 6099, Falmouth, ME 04105,

RECORD & SONG GUIDE

Two new guides for quartets, directors & arrang-
ars are oul: First Edition of HARMONY RECORD
GUIDE now available. This 50-page list has over
3,260 titles from 235 barbershop record albums,
including all inlernalional contest albums (since
1949), $5. Fourlh Edition of famous HARMONY
SONG GUIDE jusl issued, now lists details of
2,000 (1) 4-parl arrangemenls (40 p.}, $5 (cash
please}. Member SPEBSQSA, NSMS, SMX &
RTS. Casey Parker, "Golden Cidie,” 305 Vine-
yard Town Center #113, Morgan Hill, CA 95037.
Send 9x12 envelope with 85 cents in stamps for
each GUIDE.

QUARTET TRACKER

IBM Compalitle program 1lracks quarlet ex-
penses, income, checkbook and performances.
Also provides reperloire and uniform checklists.
Reaquires basic and dot malrix printer. Thirly-day
guarantee. Send $19.95 to Beeson Associates,
1547 Wedgefiold, Naperville, IL 60545, (312)
357-2588. (lllinois residents add $1.35 tax}

MIDWINTER STEREQ CASSETTES

89 Seniors Quarlet Conlesl, Parls 1 and 2; $8
each; Salurday Night Show, with Top Three '88
quartels, Parls 1 and 2: $8 each; all four in vinyl
album, $33. Add €5¢ per tape or $1.50 per album
for postage and handling. Make check or money
order payable to TAPE ONE HAWAII, ING.,
1520 Liona Street, Honolulu, Hl 96814

MISCELLANEQUS

DESPERATELY SEEKING Harnionizers, rec-
ords, pholos, score sheels, int'l convention pro-
grams, books, buttons, SWD Roundups and any
other barbershop material. ltems to be used in
historical displays to educate newer members
and bring back fond memories to all others.
Please send to: Grady Kerr, 1740A Arrowdell,
Dallas, TX 75253 or call (214) 557-0385.

WANTED— For Sociely hislorical display, Inler-
nalional Champion quarlet business cards 1939,
1940, 1945, 1946, 19566, 19567, 1959, 1961 &
1966. Convention Programs 1941, 1942, 1945,
1956, 1959, 1962, 1964, 1965, 1966, 1969, 1971
& 1972. CLOTH Cenvention Patches, Kansas
City 1974, Indianapolls 1975, Salt Lake City
1980, Detroit 1981, William B. Watson, 201
Maple Ave., LaPorle, IN 46350.

Coming to Spain? Your English barbershop
[riend Frank Bowles now lives on the Costa Del
Sol, Spain. Car hire/villa rentals, plus properly
sales are my specially. Telephone Malaga 34 35
45 now! Or write to: No. 12 Los Limones, ¢/
Ronda, Urb. El Faro, Mijas-Costa, Malaga, Spain.

Contact:

Leo Pierce

71 Fraternal Ave,

Worcester, Ma. 01606

Tel. (508) 853-5589
853-8326

UDDER NONSENSE with the HAY STACK FOUR
N.E.D. COMEDY QUARTET CHAMPIONS

L1/ HARMONY IN HILARITY

EEIEIN ﬁ'j{'—."«r

\ SOLID BARBER SHOP
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N ewly organized
AISQC elects new
officers and board

With official recognition as a Sociely
subsidiary, the newly lormed Associalion
of Tnternational Seniors Guartet Chamypi-
ons (AISQC) has elected officers and a
bouwrd of directors.

Frank F. Lauza, tenor of the George
Baggish Memorial Quartet 1956's (fivst
international conteslwinner). was named
president. Other officers are Robert Rei-
denbach, vice president: Robert Mahonev.
treasurer. and Dr. Richard Sause, secre-
tarv. Directors awe Charles Bensan, il-
liam Brooks, Ed Keller, Sam Love, Rich-
ard Meritt, Warren Mitchell and Ralph
Shonk. Allwre senior quartel champions.

The association was approved lormally
by the International Board at its Iawaii
michvinter mecting. where the lourth con-
test was held. 1959 champions are the
Bayou City Music Comumittee {rom
ITouston. Lanza said the association is
dedicated to the encouragement of senior
fuarlets an quarlel contests, Its initial
goulis to have at leastone senior loursome
[rom each districl in the fifth annual micd-
winter contest next January in Theson. &

BE

ATTENTION KANSAS CITY TRAVELERS 111

There is still time to tune into
SPECIAL MEETING SAVER AIR FARES & BENEFITS

v \ L
CONVENTIONS I A‘Ku‘.k_ : in harmony with g‘%ﬂ
S S
= d presents the
OFFICIAL TRAVEL PROCRAN]

for attendees of the 51st Internatdonal Convention
July 2-9, 1989 in Kansas City

CALL 800-942-0098 TQ RECEIVE:

* (Guaranteed lowest airfares on any airline

* Up to 45% discounts on airfares on official carriers

* Carrental discounts

* FREE flight insurance of $100,000 with each ticket

* FREE in-flight drink/headphone coupens on official carriers
* Tickets mailed to you immediately

* Quality service

PLUS.... WIN A FREE TRIP!

Just by making your reservations through Conventions in America,

you become eligible to win two FREE ROUND TRIP TICKETS 10 any
one of 150 deslinations in the continental United States (some restrictions apply)

CALL TODAY FOR INFORMATION & RESERVATIONS: §00-342-0098
(outside U.S.: 619-451-0098)
BE SURE TO REFER TO §.P.E.B.5.Q.5.A GROUP LD, NO. 335
Make all your travel arrangements with Conventlons In Amerlca
"Your ileket to better travel values.”

KANSAS CITY
MASS GOSPEL SING

FRIDAY, JULY 7, 1989 - 2-4pm BE E
Grace and Holy Trinity Cathedral
13t and BROADWAY

o

REs

NEW LEARNING TAPES OF
POPULAR GOSPEL SONGS

ALL ARRANGED IN GOOD,
SOLID BARBERSHOP STYLE

GOOD NEWS!

Gospel Album ! Gospel Album 11 Gospel Album 1811

{—) Tape $8 () Tape $10 “Just for listening”
(_) Follo $3 (—) Folio $4 (—) Tape $12
(_) Both $10 (_) Both $13

Postage & Handling $2

To order Learning Tapes and/or Song Folios, contact: Jerry Fairchild
671 W, Cypress — Redlands, CA 92373 — (714) 792-8618

BALANCED ON SIDE A —a— B
PART PREDOMINANT ON SIDE B — PART {tape): () Tenor, {_) Lead/Melody, () Baritone, (__) Bass
Name Phone ()
Street City State Zip

-
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800 singers
woodshedding;:
It's AH-SOW

by jim Stone

Past President

How many times have you heen asked
to “woodshed” a tag and then were ex-
pected to sing notes someone else has
arranged? Friend, that ain’t woodshed-
ding!

The founding fathers of the Ancient &
Harmenious Society of Woodshedders
(AHT-SOVW) defincd woodsheddingas “the
vanishing wrt of improvising a harmony
part to an unknown melody.” Quite a dlif-
ference!

New members certified

At the 1976 San Fraucisco Convention,
concerned with the lack of woodshedding
andl the takeover of chorus singingat chap-
ter meetings (we still hear this from many
members), Charlie Nichols and some of
his friends developed the idea of AH-
SOW. At Philadelphia in 1977, Charlie
and Co-Founders George Bunt, Herb Ives,
Buzz Haeger, Avery Halland Tom Ilelzer
gave a “woodshedability” test passed by
about 50 men. Thus ALI-SOW was born!

Since then, under the gnidance of presi-
dents Chatlic Nichols, Avery Hall, Jav
Ward, mysell, John Miller and the ever-
present Bud Hillier (acdlministrative secre-
tary/treasurer), we have made greatstrices
in promoting woodshedding. We now
certify new members at widwinter, Har-
mony College and at special weekend
meetings designed for woodshedders, as
well as at the international convention.

Give AH-SOW a try

Last year in San Antonio a commiltee
was appointed to study ways in which AH-
SHOWand SPEBSQSA canwork together
to create more “ear singers” throughout
our Society. More emphasis at the chap-
ter lovel must be given to those who want
to sing in quartets. To quote Joe Liles in
the July/August Harnwonizer: “Hopelully,
new chapters are providing support lor
quartet singers and woodshedders.” Why
not old chapters, too!

Another exampleofourimprovement is

he Way I See It

The key to growth: Good singing

by Mark A. Sanders
Douglassville, Pa.

Like most of our Sociely members, 1
have read the nmuomerous arlicles about
tledilling membership, too mueh empha-
sis on competition, ete., hut nlways won-
derwhynone of the opinions scem to carry
through the mainissue as Isee it: *GOOD
SINGING”

In 24 years of harbershopping 1 have
been and still am an avid quartet man and
have had the pleasnre to both direet and
sing with three different choruses. One of
the things [ have noticed about many of
the memberswholeaveachapter, orsimply
stop coming around, is thal most of these
men are goodt singers. This Thelieve is the
heart of the issue at hand.

Too many of our chapters solicit new
members with little regard to their vocal
or musical ability. Simply that they attend
three rehearsals and provide payment of
their dues seems to be the only eriteria to
gain a place on the risers. Few chapters

VI Lou Ghacos. Gur Board of Directors
will decide il this will become a standard
certifying tool when they discuss it at our
Kansas City meeting.

To quote from the “Woodshedding
Folio:” “Why all the fuss aboutwoodshed-
ding anyway? Because it can be absolutely
the most fun yoi've ever had: you CAN
improve yoursell as a woodshedder.”

Be sure ta look tor your fcllow ATI-
SOW members in the co-headquarters

actually adhere to vocal audition proce-
dure, and even fewer explain what will be
expected of a new member il hie qualifies
for the chorus.

Ultimately we find ourselves in a posi-
tion of accommodating the weakest musi-
cal level of the chorus, due to the constant
need ol repetition to correct musical and
lyrical errors. It docsi’t take very long [or
even an average amalenr musician to
hecome bored il lose interest.

Tell guest the facts

Thisisnot tosay thatevery new member
must he a trained vocalist. but rather that
he does have a clewr understanding of
whut his musical responsibility to the
chorus will he. TTe may have to seek vocal
coaching, additional rehearsal or just re-
quire nore preparation away from the
weekly chapter meeting, but he should
know and understand these facts up front.
Why should we be shy in explaining our
musical goals to him?

Why join our Socicty unless youwant to
sing helter and learn more about music?
Il you expect to be entertained at re-
hearsal, are looking for a night oul or
Simpl_y want Lo socialize, \\th\r not take in a
movie, go bowling or join a civic chih, not
asinging ovganization.

1 joined this Suciety, the largest male
singing organization in the world, at age
16, to sing in both quartets and chorus as
well as I possibly could. It bothers me to
feel that 1 must almost apologize some-
times for having such strong musical goals.

Singing well is fun

[ doubt very much whether owr patrons
care how many protention points, guest
nights, speeial programs or mystery bus
rides owr chapters accumulate. They en-
gage us for how wellwe sing and entertain
an audience.

Let’s put the major eraphasis onsinging
well at our rehearsals, and contrary to
what many previous articles seem to im-
ply. 1 helieve we will find that to be a lot
more [un thanwork. In the long run, itwill
bear more fruit than all the special chapter
programming could ever hope to attain.

Let’s make GOOD SINGING our Ne.

the use of a new method of certification,  hotel in Kansas City— ov il you're nota 1 priority.
using pre-recorded tapes developed by member, give it a try. & That’s the way 1 see it. &
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The Second Edition.
Four guys with some new ideas

. on old songs.

' How about The Second Edition tor a
change? They are the brightest new
sound in quarlets. And they 're now
available on disc and tape. Fred Farrell,
David Harrington, Jamie Meyer and
Doug Harrington might just change
the way you listen to barbershop.

rThe Second Edition i
it L] Records [ Cassette(s)

PO. Box 4010 910 Nachand L. $8.95 each
Jeffersonville, IN 47131-4010 {J Compact Disc §14.95

Name Add $2.00 Shipping and Handling

|
|
|
|
|
|
|

Address
_ Sy ) FOR SHOW BOOKING CONTACT:

City slile Lip Larry £ Knott

o't forget 1o include shipping & Total § Business Manager

handling charge und Lo desigoute P.O. Box 4010

recond or casselte. All orders sent UPS for prompr delivery. A

Camadian Ordors Please Specify “1LS. FUNDS™ e Jeffersonville, IN 47131-4010

RUSH ORNERS CALYL 1-(812) 283 19 O
| (%:00 .. 10 5:_::0 pn.. Mon. trough Fri.) b .@ ‘The disteibution. sube or wdvertising of onoffidal rcendings is
1

4 . nol arepresentation that
i Card Exp. Date e comtents of such recondings are appropriate for cumtesi use.




Advance Order Blank 1989 KANSAS CITY WINNERS!
Recorded Live

XN 1989 Quartet & Chorus Contest
e S A.l.C. Show of Champions I{F

/ Records, Cassettes and Compact Discs \

Low early bird package prices.

Package 1 Package 2 Package 3
Records or Cassettes Records or Cassettes Compact Disc
Top 20 Quartets 19889 A.l.C. Show of Champions Top 20 Quartets
16 Choruses Top 20 Quartsts 16 Choruses
Regular $23.90; 16 Choruses Regular $29.90;
Early Bird $20.90 Regular $33.85; Early Bird $26.90

Early Bird $29.85

TO ORDER ALBUMS ... CASSETTES . . . COMPACT DISCS

STOCK # ITEM DESCRIPTION QUANTITY EACH | TOTAL ORDER FROM: SPEBSQSA, Inc. 6315-3rd Ave,
Kenosha, Wi 53140-5199
Package #1 Offer explres August t, 1989 U.S. FUNDS ONLY
4860 '89 Quartet and 20.90 SHIP TO:
Chorus L.P.
NAME
Package #2
4861 '89 Quartet, Chorus 29.85 STREET
and AIC L.P. CITY
'89 Quartet L.P.
STATE/PRQV. ZiP
4698 (2 Records) 11.95 /
'89 Chorus LP SPEBSQSA MEMBERSHIP NO.
4899 (2 Records) 11.95 CHAPTER NAME & NO.
4939 89 AIC L.P. 9.95
Package #1 BarbchhOpper-v
4864 89 Quartet and 20.90 S
Chorus Cassette
Shop
Package #2
4865 '89 Quartet, Chorus 29.85 _
and AIC Casselte E=—=1 7 )
Mastercar
4676 '89 Quartel Cassette 11.95 % \_/\k
4677 '89 Chorus Casselle 11.95 CRECIT CARD CUSTOMERS ONLY
4678 89 AIC Casselte 9.95 Please Charge my () MasterCard () VISA
Package #1 (No other credit cards accepted)
4863 ggo?ﬁsageé)& 26.90 Account No. Expires / /
4805 ‘89 Quartet C.D. 14.95 Signature
; ANTICIPATED DELIVERY DATE
Sub Total
Postage & Handling $1.50
Total




