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TOP TEN REASONS

TO SHOP WITH ACOUSTIX PRODUCTIONS THIS HOLIDAY SEASON:

#10 THE VOCAL MAJORITY - Alleluic

#9
#8
#7
#6
#5
#4
#3
#2

THE VOCAL MAJORITY - The Secret of Christmas
THE VOCAL MAJORITY - The Best of the Early Years
THE VOCAL MAJORITY - I'll Be Seeing You

THE VOCAL MAJORITY - The Music Never Ends

THE SUNTONES - Complete Works, Volume 2

THE SUNTONES - Complete Works, Volume 4
ACQUSIIX - The New Science of Sound

ACOUSTIX - Stars & Stripes

And the #1 REASON to shop with ACOUSTIX PRODUCTIONS
this Hollday Sedson ....cveevveeivnes the brand new release of:

THIS DOUBLE ALBUM VOLUME INCLUDES: America The Beauliful * Anchors Aweigh * Battle Hymn Of The Republic * By The Lighi Of The Siivery Moan *
Carolina Moon * Cassions Go Ralling Along, Daisy Bell * Give Me Your Tired, Your Poor * Give My Regards To Broadway * God Bless America * Harrigan *
Heart OF My Heart (Story Of The Rose} * In Old New York * It's A Long Way To Tipperary * Lel Me Call You Sweetheart * Lille Annie Rooney * Marine's Hymn
* Many's A Grand Old Name “ Meet Me Tonight In Dreamland * My Buddy * My Couniry Tis Of Thee * My Gal Sal * Over There * Pack Up Your Troubles In
Your Old Kit Bag * Shine On Harves! Moon * Star Spangied Banner * Sweet Adeline * The Army Air Corp Seng * The Band Played On* The Bowery * The Old
Songs * This Is My Country * Till We Meet Again * Wedding Bells Are Breaking Up That Old Gang Of Mine *You're A Grand Qld Flag

THE SUNTONES - Complete Works, Volume 3
100% Barbershop!

THE SUNTONES

1961 International Quartet Champions

ACOUSTIX 1996/97 WINTER APPEARANCES

November 17 Houston Giters vs Miami Dolphins ~ Nalional Anthem Houston, TX Brenda Merrill 713/881-3561
November 23 Greater Cleveland Chapter Sweel Adelines In{l Cleveland, OH Debbie Ferenc 216/573-7357
> ‘ December 14 The Vocal Majority Christmas Shows Ft. Worth, TX Janet Herrald 2141526-8686
December 20,21 The Vocal Majority Christmas Shows Dailas, TX Janet Herrald 214/526-8686
January 25 Bravo Evenis Public Concerls Oakland, CA Marti Balf 510/373-4856
February 8 Bakersfleld Chapler SPEBSQSA Shows Bakersfield, CA Bl Rosica B05/589-4983
TITLE QTY Qry TOTALS I
TAPE co Name
@510 @s1b
ACQUSTIX - Slars & Stripes Address I
ACOUSTIX - The New Science Cf Sound )
SUNTONES - The Gomplete Works, Vot 2 City Stae |
SUNTONES - The Complets Warks, Vol 3 .
SUNTONES - The Complele Warks, Vol. 4 Zip Code Country |
Vocal Majority - The Music Never Ends (Melhod of Payment - Circle One)
Vocal Majosity - Besi of the Early Years . .
Vocal Majorly - 1l Be Seging You Viss  Maslercard  Amencan Express  Discover  Check  Money Order I
Vocal Malority - Allsiuia .
Vocal Majority - The Secret Of Christmas Account Number |
Orders Must Be Paid In US Funds T (
N. American shipping 2dd $2.50 SobToral Expiration Date _ Phone Number ( ) I
Qutside N_. America add §5.00 Shipping Signature X Order Date
Texas residents add 8.25% sales lax Tax I
Allow 4 weeks lor delivery GRAND TOTAL PHONE NUMBER REQUIRED FOR ALL ORDERS.

2“- -

Mail to ACOUSTIX PRODUCTIONS -10455 N, Central Expressway, Ste [09-128 Dalias, TX 75231-2211 USA
FAX credit card orders to 214/265-9555 or call 214/265-STTX (7849) to place phone orders. EMAIL: acoustix@@airmail.net

WEB PAGES: hltp:/ftimc.pop.upenn.edu/acoustix/acoustixhtm  OR  hitp:/Avww-caip.rutgers.eduw/~porter/acoustix/acoustix. hitml
The dislribution, sales or adverlising of unofficial recordings does not represent that such recordings are suilable for contesl use,
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SPEBSQSA VISION STATEMENT

The Sociely is to be a widely recognized, ever-
growing, singing fraternity of men, drawn together
by their love of the four-part, a cappella, close-
harmony style of music known as barbershop,
whose mission is to perpetuate that style by shar-
ing it and their love for it with people of all ages
throughowt the world; and to be a leader in the
cause of preserving and encouraging vocal mu-
sic, inour education systems and in our commu-
nities, as a lifelong recrealional activity and an
essential element in one’s cultural well-teing.
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Meet the champs—Nightlife

Close up and personal with the 1996 quartet champion.

Meet the champs—Masters of Hamony
Close up and personal with the 1996 chorus champion.

Need a quartetting fix? Here's where to go
A partial listing of informal barbershop activities in North America,

Not in a quartet? Brzz! Wrong answer!
Second in a series on the quartet expericnee.

Sacramento-what an ideal”
Just some of the great aclivities scheduled for the midwinter convention.

From the Archives
Ray Hibbeler—a songwriter for Barbershoppers.

Buckeye Invitational VIII
Changing the rules ... again!

The National Music Education Summit
Representatives mect to discuss America’s musical fitture,
Singing Valentines-1996

Success stories of this year ... Harmony Hall services for 1997,
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Tribute Giving
Semi-annual report.
Letters to the Editor
Two poignant stories of barbershop experiences.
Charitable Services
Chapter activities ... Heartspring’s sunuer program.
PR Basics
How to make the most of our latest PBS barbershop speetacular.

Reaching Out

Far Western District hosts Youth Harmony Camp.

Barbershop Around the World

NZABS convention ... Danes host European quartct eontest.

Chapters in Action

Barbershoppers work Olympics ... parade ... serenade.
News About Quartets

More Olympic action ... Music Man ... movies.

Swipes 'n’ Swaps—bargains for barbershoppers

A winter sunrise over Lake Michigan bathes the snow-covered grounds of Harmony

Hall, SPEBSQSA’s headquarters in Kenosha, Wisconsin. Pholo by Lani Dieter
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Gelebrate “Q”

s a dichard quarlet kind of a

guy, ['ve had a chance to cel-

ebrate iy quartetting hobby for
more than forty years now. Some of the
best and most memorable fun has been
attending little-known quartet festivals
that happen all over our Society. The
purpose of this article is to convince you,
brothers and sisters, to celebrate
quartefting every chance you get.

Om page 8 of this issue, you'll
find a companion article from
me, giving the salient
details of many informal
barbershopping events through-
out the year that are sponsored
by members and groups of our
members who love quartetting
and informal singing, 1’ve even
included the naine and phone
nwinber of a contact person for
each event. Check it out!

If you can’t get away to be a part of
any or all of these great weekends, how
about a “harmony for lunch bunch” in
your own hometown ... or try to do what
my chapter in Canton, Ohito, does: an
informal afterglow following every
weekly meeting, 52 weeks a year. Or,
call Ev Nau at headquarters to find out
how to start a quenrtet only chapter.

Another kind of festival, one that is
occurring in Kenosha this fall, is of the
youth variety. We're hearing about lots
and lots of chapters sponsoring youth
festivals all over North America.

Two festivals that come from our dis-
tricts are novice and senior quartet

by Darryl Flinn, Executive Director

Let’s Harmonize!

events. You needn’t be a great singer,
Just involved.

In the meantime, brothers, gutrreT!
(a verb). Tf you're thirsting for a chance
to sing in a quartet, and you're not,
shame upon you for-six-weeks-in-your
Grandma’s-clothes-closet. Opportunity
abounds! Ifthere’s not one in your area,
be a leader and put together a quartet
festival of some kind.  Then ... Let’s
Harmonize! £

Kenosha Internet domain

For members who use e-mail, the
headquarters office now has its own e-
mail domain: $pebsgsa.org. Some staff
members have one or more aliases, but
any staff member may be reached by
using a first initial and last name. For
example: dflinn@spebsgsa.org. For
information about attaching files
formatted other than in ASCII text, send
e-mail to Patrick Tucker-Kelly (ptucker-
kelly@spebsqsa.org).

indy'o7
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SPEBSQSA CONVENTION

SPEBSQSA Officers

Execittive Conumnittee

President: Tim Hanrahan, 215 Hedgecock Courl
Saicllite Beach, FL 32937 THHIRISH{@aok.com

Vice President/Treasurer: Ed Waesche, 6 Vista Lanc,
Melville, NY 11747

Vice President: Chuek Watson, 784 McCall Court,
Columbus, 01143235

Vice Presideut: John Schneider, 3 Rip Van Winkle,
Houslon, TX 77024

[mmediate Past President: Dick Shaw, 35 Vagabond Lane,
\Winter Haven, FL 33881

Exzeutive Director: Darryl Flinn ex officio

SPEBSQSA Board Members

Cardinal: Philip Fisher, 100 E. Monroe, Willizmsport, IN 47991
76111.23) 7@ compuserve.com

Central Siates: Dale Schulz, 1845 Bristol Dr., Pubugque, LA 52001

Dixie: Charlic Rose, P.O. Box 7885, Rocky Mounl, NC 27801

Evergreen: Ken Fletcher, 4241 21st West, #100, Seaule, WA 98199

Far Western: Don Gubbins, 4410 Aventine Rd., Cameron Park, CA 95682

Wlineis: Gene MeNish, 1208 Wakelield Dr., Springlicld, 1. 62704

Johany Applessal: Gene Couts, 2544 Madison Rd, Cincinmali, 011 45208

Land Q" Lakes: Duane Huttem, Ri. 1, Box 146, Rollingstone, BN 55969

Mid-Allsstic: Memin A, 2400 Wassner D, Wiest Lawn, PA 19609

Northeisiers: Bl Ferrigru, 140 Sea View Ave,, Wakefield, R1 02872

Ontario: Mm McDougall, 317 Carrie St, Strathroy, N N7G 309
CANADA

Pioncer: Russ Seely, 7626 Barnshury, W. Bloomfield, Mi 18324

Rocky Mountain: bvan Jensen, 364 G West Rockriunen Blvd,
Colorado Springs, CO 80919

Seneva Land: John Walker, R 42, Box 99G, Camibridge Sprngs, PA 16403

Southwestern; Rie Haythom, 4123 Flintidge, Pallas, TX 75244
ric624@apl.com

Sunshine: Ned Fogler, 14928 Feather Cove Rd, Cleanwater. FL 34622

and Directars-al-Large

Jim Daghy, 8714 E. 57th Temace, Kansas City, 210 64129

Rob Hopiias, 163 Armmowhezd Way, Clinton, NY 1332

Charles Metager, 10324 145A St, Surrey, BC VIR 351 CANADA
emelrgereinewebe.ca

Bob Swenson, 300 Yuma, Manhaian, KS 66502

Affiliate Organizations

AUSTRALIAN ASSDCIATION DF MUEN BARBERSIIOP
SINGERS (AANBS) David Russell, President, 286 William SisccL
RBathurs, New Sowh Wales 2795, Australia

BARBERSHOP IN GERMANY (BinG!)
Regine Forst, President, Lange Sirasse 66,
H141 Dortmund, Gennany

ORITISH ASSOCIATION OF DARBERSHOP SINGFRS (BAIS)
Trevor James, Chainnan, “Highficld,” S1. Alichaeh'sClesz, Holbrook,
Belpet, Derbys DESS OTF, United Kingdem

DUTCH ASSOCIATION OF BARBERSHOP SINGERS (DADRS)
Herman Feitsma, President, Klavermeen #1,
Hardenvyk 3814 BR, The Netherlands

TRISH ASSOCIATION OF BARBERSHOP SINGERS (1ABS)
Mark Elmes, Chrinman, Fir Hill House, Menkslown,
County Cork, Ireland

NEW ZEALAND ASSOCIATION OF BARRERSHOP SINGERS
{NZABS) Meil Exberton, President 95%a Deach Road,
Torbay, Auckland, New Zealand

SOCIETY OF NORDIC RARBLERSHOP SINGERS (SNOBS)
Kjell Lindberg, President, Norrangsvigen 54,
S-144 43 oddinge, Sweden

SOUTHERN PART OF AFRICA TONSORIAL SINGERS (SPATS)
Margaret Bulow, 10 Gardon Head, Kenilworth 7700, Cape Town,
South Africa

Conventions
INTERNATIONAL
1997 Indianapolis, Ind. .........cene hne 29-luly 6
[998 Atlanta, Ga......... ... Jupe 28-July 5
1999 Angheim, Calif. ........ . June 27-July 4

2000 Kansas City, Mo. .cccoococinicnicninnn July 2-9
MIDWINTER

1967 Sacramento, Calif. ................... Januacy 20-20
1998 Tampa, Fla. oo January 19-25

1996 Gulfport, Miss. ......ccoooeeeeerreeen. January 25-31
HARMONY COLLEGE/DIRECTORS COLLEGE 1997
Missouri Western State College

St. Joseph, Mo. .o July 27-August 3
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ife has taken a different turn for
me these past two mmonths. 1de-
cided to take an incentive retire-
ment from Aerospace on October 1, so
[ am now a fiell-time Society president.
The original plan was to retire on Sep-
tember I, but, because of a pending
merger for Aerospace, | stayed an extra
month. I'd like to tell you how
barbershopping played such a big part
in the corporate retivement festivities.
My first retirement function was held
on August 27 in Los Angeles, where our
corporate offices are located. Somehow,
through corporate contacts, the Far
Western District became aware of the
retivement [uncheon and swung into ac-
tion. Past FWD President/SBM Dick
Girvin made arrangements for the Va-
riety quartet to surprise ine by perform-
ing at the luncheon. [See photo page 32}
Variety was greaf and the audience
loved the performance. The members
of the quartet come fromn the Foothill
Cities and Fullerton chapters, which
meant that they had quite a drive to ap-
pear at the luncheon, as did Dick and
Mary Girvin, who came in from Heinet,
Calif. You cannot imagine how thrilled
and proud [ was of them. They made
my day in Los Augeles and once again
proved the fove that exists in our Soci-
ety. My thanks to Far Western, to Dick
and especially to Variety for making my
California retirement luncheon so mean-
ingful.
The local retivement blast was held
the following week here in Florida. This

by Tim Hanrahan, SPEBSQSA President

time, my chapter surprised me with a
chapter quartet, which really contributed
to the retirement festivities. Thanks to
Herm Smith, Jim Storins, Phil Hansen
and Stew Nichols, who sang so well and
even let me try one with them. It just
gocs to show that Barbershoppers are al-
ways very caring and giving people!

Another quartet played an important
role in promoting our Society at the
National Music Education Summit in
Washington, D. C., during the weekend
of September 20-21. Our 1995 seniors
quartet champton, Reminisce, show-
cased barbershop harmony at the clos-
ing luncheon on Saturday and was well
received by more than 90 music educa-
tors and music association representa-
tives who attended the conference.

Gary Stamm and T participated in the
conference, and we received many com-
pliments on Renunisce’s performance.
The quartet surely did se// our att form
to a critical music-oriented audience.

Gary has written a comprehensive
article on this historic meeting [see page
22/, but let me make a few remarks. The
summit meeting focused on the National
Standards for Arts Education (whicliour
Society helped develop a few years ago)
and how we, collectively, can continue
to endorse and promote music educa-
tion in our school systems.

Our Society Vision Statenient states
that we are to be a leader in the cause of
preserving and encouraging vocal mu-
sic in our education systems and in our
communities 1 firmly believe that our

Laanching membership to new heights ...
let s pick up the count!

chapters and members can supply that
leadership in working with related as-
sociations within our conmmunities ...
don’t you agree?

Let me hear your thoughts on it! £

2000
MIDWINTER

CONVENTION
BIDDERS

Chapters interested in bidding
forthe year2000 midwinter con-
vention must submit their bids
to the international office by
February 1, 1997.

For information, contact:
Ken Buckner, Manager,
Conventions & Meetings
SPEBSQSA, Inc.

291 N. Hubbards Lane,

Suite B-26111

Louisville, KY 40207

Fax: (502) 893-6694

E-mail: kenvention@aol.com

Don’'t forget that registration
prices for the 1997 convention in
Indy will increase at the end of
this December. See the
registration form on page 25 of
this issue and take advantage by
ordering nowl!

Navember/December 1996
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1996 Iternational Quartet Champion

Nightlife: a life of song

by Bill Roth, Foothill Cities Chapter, Suntu e Springs, Calif

hen Nightlife won the 1996 Tnterna-

tional Quartet Championship last July
in Sali Lake City, it was the fulfillment of a
lifelong dream, But for Rob Menaker, tenor;
John Sasine, lcad; Jeff Baker, baritone and
Brett Littlefield, bass, it was also the culmi-
nation of more than 80 ycars of collective
singing—in 26 dilterent quaricts!

All four began barbershopping as teen-
agers, although Jeff joined the Society at age
12. While the numerous earlier quartets pro-
vided everyone with a lot of fun, it was not
until 1990, as members of the Masters of
Harmony—1990, 1993 & 1996 chorus
champion—that their full potential as future
quartet champions began to blossom.

Rob and Jeftf had becn singing together
since 1982, a few years after they both
moved to California, Rob from Maryland
and Jeff from Comunecticut. In the mid-1980s
they sang with Paul Olguin (now baritone
of Special Feature) in a quartet called Bach-
elor Party, best remembered in the Far West-
ern District for its habit of throwing confetti
in hospitalily rooms!

The Sasine family, less baby Kent, from top to
bottom above: Connie and John, Alexis, Keilh,
Clark and Blake,

The Menaker family (I to r}: mother Rita, sister Sally Malinowski, Rob and father

Myron.

In 1988, Rob and Jefl started Nightlife
with Dan Jordan (lcad of the 1985 cham-
pion The New Tradition) and Brian Philkbin
(now bass of Metropolis). The fol-
lowing year, Brett Littlefield, a na-
tive from nearby Orange County,
Calif., and a recent FWD novice
champ, replaced Brian at bass.
Shortly therealter, Dan left to form
another quartet,

By this time, Rob, Jeff and Brett
had all become very aclive mem-
bers of the Masters of Harmony, and
they wanted to have a truc “chapter
quartet.” Fortunately for them,
John Sasine, a Californian who had
been barbershopping for 14 ycars
and had known the others sincc
1982, returned from being away at
school. In addilion to singing lead
with the reunited Sidewinders, our
1964 champs, John joined the Mas-
ters in the spring of 1990, By No-
vember of that ycar, the “new”
Nightlife was born.

At its first international compe-
tition in Louisville (1991), Nightlife
placed 31st or, as phrased by JefF at
the time, “mic testers for the top
307, and later, in October, won the
Far Western Distriet quartet cham-

pienship. In New Orleans (1992) the quar-
tet was 11th, foilowed by fourth in Calgary
(1993)—a contest in which they also won
their sceond chorus gold medals,

Being a quarter medalist was something
cach of them had abways dreamed about as
youths, and now they werc able to live that
dream. More imporlantly, they had the op-
portunity to sing for audiences across the
country, and people increasingly began to
scnsc that there was something distinctly
“different” about this quartet. What was it?

As related by David Wright, the arranger
of four of the six songs used in this year’s
contest, “From the first time I heard
Nightlife, T was intrigued by the quartet’s
sound. 1t has a texture quite different from
what one usually hears in barbershop. The
richuess and fullness reminds me somewhat
of the old-time southern gospel quartets |
loved as a youth. But the more 1 listened,
the more [ began to also perceive an unusual
musicality in their singing, and it made mc
wonder if this quality could be developed
even further”

And devclop it did! The following year
in Pittsburgh (1994), the quartet finished in
second place-—a mere 20 points from the
top. However, the quartet’s cxhilaration was
quickly tempered by the addition of in-
creased pressure.

SHarfnonizer~
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Above: Karen, son Cody and Brett Littlefield

Many expected them to win the follow-
ing year, but to complicate the situaiion, in
January of 1995, John moved some 750
miles distant to Salt Lake City, Utah. It was
a career relocation that he could not pass
up, but it affected the quartet. Rehearsals
were now primarily on weekends, at out-of-
town shows, and the tensions increased.

In Miami Beach (1995), Nightlife
dropped from second to third place, and their
joy from the previous years was replaced
with a sense of profound disappointment.
Indeed, not since 1977 (when the Bluegrass
Student Union fell from fourth place to
sixth) had a medalist quartet dropped in the
standings but recovered to win the follow-
ing year. With John remaining in Utah,
Nightlife seriously considered disbanding.

Those close to the quartet—family,
coaches and friends—all urged each man to

A \

carefully weigh the fi-
nal decision, as no one
wanted their wonder-
ful musie to end.
Gradually, two conclu-
sions were reached.
First, they would not
put themselves
through the emwotional
turmwoil of the previous
year, but rather re-
kindle the outlook pos-
sessed when they
started: have fun when
singing, even in con-
test! Second, that John
and Jeff would rejoin
Rob and Brett as active
members of the Mas-
ters of Harmony, even though John remained
in Salt Lake City and Jeff was busy with a
new job,

Being together in the chorus would keep
them swrounded by superior musical tech-
nique, provide them with needed emoticnal
support, and allow for additional rehearsal,
In the Spring of 1996, John began flying
almost every week to Southern California,
and soon the magic of the past returned.

On July 6, 1996, Nightlife became only
the second quartet in Society history to win,
on the same day, both c¢horus and quartet
gold medals—the first, interestingly, being
the Bluegrass Student Union in 1978, with
the Thoroughbieds. Moreover, in an ex-
traordinary show of commitment to their
chorus before the beginning of the Satur-
day night quartet finals, Nightlife proudly
rejoined the Masters of Harmony on stage

The Baker family and friends gathered at the 1991 convention in Louisville, shown
above, (I to r): father John, grandmother Ruth Miller, family friend Jo Bentley, brother
Terry, mother Betty, sister Bonnie Kenney, sister Criss Moore, Jeff and friend Patly

Cobb.

November/December 1996

as they opened the evening session. The
quartet was in dilferent costiume, as the men
were to slng again, lnoments later, as the first
contestant of the evening!

Many individuals, of course, helped con-
tribute to Nightlife’s success over the years.
Tn addition to David Wright, Dave Briner
tirelessly provided numerous arrangements
to their repertoire, including the “Eyes Med-
ley” and “You're As Welcome As The Flow-
ers in May”” Cindy Hansen and Larry Ajer
gave presentation suggestions and assislance
from the beginning, and the lale Earl Moon
acted as the quartet’s moral compass. As
remembered by Rob, “*Whenever we'd get
big-headed, hed bring us baek down to
earth.”

But, from the very start, Nightlife has also
had a “fifth man” in the quartet: Dr. Greg
Lyne. As the primary coach, mentor, and
also director of the Masters of Harmony,
Greg’s weekly influence, patience, and mu-
sical insights enabled the quartet to grow not
only as individuals, but to develop into the
wonderful foursome that we can see and
hear today.

When the quartet’s not singing, Rob
Menaker, 36, 1s the Manager of WorldWide
Film/Video [nventory for Warner Bros. John
Sasine, 34, is the District Vice President for
the BFI Salt Lake City Recyclery, and is the
musical director of the Wasatch Front, Utal,
Chapter. In a marvel of family planning,
John and his wife, Connie, arc the proud
parenfs of a daughter, Alexis, 7, and an up
and coming quartet of Keith, 5, Clark, 3,
Blake, 2, and Kent, 2 months.

Jeff Baker, 35, works as the Broadcast
Origination Supervisor for the Warncr Bros.
Television Network, and is single. Brett
Littlefield, 32, is the General Manager of
Rainbow Nut and Bolt, a distributor of metal
fasteners. He is also the mwsic director of
the Saddleback Valley Chapter, in southcrn
Orange County, Calif. Brett has, with his
wife Karen, a two-year-old son, Cody (who
has now “attended” three international eon-
ventious), and a nine-year-old son,
Tohnathan, from a previous marriage.

To all their coaches, their chorus, their
many friends around the Socicly, and par-
ticularly to their families, Nightlife would
like to say a most grateful, “Thank you for
everything!” &

SHatfnonizer®



1996 International Chorus Champion

The Masters of Harmony: stretching the harbershop envelope

by Al Bell, Program Vice President, Fullerton, Calif., Chapter

hat would happen if ... a director

and his chorus worked for nine

years to perfect their vision of
pushing the barbershop “envelope™ almost
beyond anything previously experienced ...
if every singer commitled to exceeding his
own personal best ... if they had to prepare
to perform with the Mormon Tabernacle
Choir the morning after a competition ... if
they faced one of the ablest, imos! entertain-
ing fields of choruses ever assembled at an
international convention?

We know the answer. More than 10,000
of us witnessed it in Salt Lake City in July.
The Masters of Harmony delivered on their
vision. No one who heard them that scorch-
ing July 6th could doubt it. This was the
culmination of a long, challenging, event-
ful, fulfilling, and joyous journey.

Just a few miles up the freeway from my
own chapter, a form of magic unfolds every
Wednesday night in the conumnunity of’ Santa
Fe Springs. The assemblage, chartered as
the Foothill Cities Chapter, begins an almost
instant transformation from a gaggle of noisy
guys to an awesome singing machine. It
starts during the low volume, high energy
warmups. Then, a trimn gentleman steps
briskly from the sidclines.

Dr. Greg Lyne is thought of by some of
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his troupe as an inspirational Pied Piper (in-
fluenced by a moving and prophetic poem
about Greg, crafted by chorus member Joe
Palinquist several years ago). He has led
his singers along the path to a spectacular
outcome. When he talks, it is usually—but
not always—in subducd lones. Everyone
listens. He pantomites with his slender fin-
gers along the top of an upright piano to il-
lustrate the timing of a phrase. Mosl
barbershoppers wouldn’t know the plrase
was off. He does, and so do his singers. Now
they know how to “fix it”” That’s MOH
shorthand for, “You are good enough to
know what to do, so get it right.”

What makes this musical promenade so
memorable is the love, affection, respect
and, ycs, reverence that move back and forth
between the director and the directed. It is
never easy, often exbausting, and always re-
warding. The watchword is to always keep
building the basics, and never let the foun-
dation of our harmony diminsh.

These men love our art form. They are
highly dedicated to the proposition that it is
their privilege Lo be part of a musical family
that thrives on doing justice to that arl form.
Other barbershoppers who take exception
to this unusual dedication to quality miss the
point entirely. It is great fun to work hard if
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Shown above, members of the Masters of Harmony executed the complex "paddle
wheel move” during the championship acceptance performance in Sall Lake City.

Phete by Miller Photography

Jim Clancy (left) and Dr. Lyne conferred
during the chorus retreat in June.

it takes you towards a vision thatl matters
deeply.

As the Masters work, there is a magic
ripple effect. Like a stone in a pond, a sug-
pestion here, a “fix it” there, spreads
throughout the chorus and immediate im-
provement emerges across the riscrs. These
men arc connected in a very special way.

The nearly nine years of parinership be-
tween the Masters of Harmony and Greg
Lyne have witnessed many notable accom-
plishments, which are a source of pride to
the Far Western Districl. They include three
Society gold medals in chorus competition,
outstanding recordings and innwnerable
shows and public appearances; initiation of
the now traditional Masters Class at inter-
national conventions; and being selected to
ftost the 1999 international convention in
Anaheim.

Their dedication to excellence has
spawned several local chorus directors, plus
an amazing roster of quartets and quartet
members. This is clearly not the mythical
two-song, competilion-only chorus!

The strategy that led to the Masters’ land-
mark performance in July took shape a year-
and-a-half earlier. Two oulstanding songs
joined their repertoire and continued to be
honed: the haunting “Love Me, And The
World Ts Mine” and the rambunctious “All
Aboard For Dixie Land,” complete with
paddle wheel. A kecy factor in the power of
these songs was the tightly conceived pack-
age by the talented duo of coordinator
Wayne Mendes and consultant Cindy
Hausen—both accomplished presentation
specialists.
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Then, the musical Dream Team was ex-
panded to inclide a Who's Who of additional
coaching talent, each with a special focus.
Larry Ajer, Geri Geis, and Jim Clancy aug-
mented that formidable guidance package
known as Dr. Greg Lyne. Their job was to
liclp fine-tune the performance to avoid the
need for crash rehcarsals in Salt Lake City.
What allowed them to succeed was the facl
that this chorus wanted so fervently to
achieve their lifetime best that they opened
themselves compleltely to cvery idea for
improvement. [t was a coach’s dream come
true.
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It’s Friday, the morning before the con-
test. First came some soundless emoting
with only faces and bodies. Voices were then
deftly brought up to singing teim. Larry Ajer
ran a fascinating exercise involving four dif-
ferent performance levels to purge “grem-
lins” that might get in the way on stage. Greg
worked out a few phrases nceding attention.
Jimi Clancy oftered words of encouragement
and was welcomed into the Masters’ family
with a symbolic member’s badge. Then the
Masters performed the set. Once. It was
breatlitaking. Even so, they intentionally
held a little back for Saturday.

During the bus trip to the Delta Center
on Saturday, silence prevailed. There was
no need to think about remembering this
plirase or that move. Tustead, each man went
deep within and individually mastered the
only thing he could control—himself, That
final preparation tueled the supercharged
performance on stage.

The careful strategy paid off; the per-
formers peaked at exactly the right time.
Coaches apply an iron will during perfor-
1nances 1o focus on ways to improve the next
onc. When “Love Me And The World Is
Mine” began to penetrate our souls on Sat-
urday, the iron will melted. One coach re-
portcd being able only to revel in that mag-
nificent rendition. Thousands of hearts
joined in, reflected in the raw emotion on
every face in sight. Then, we crupted in
delight at being hauled wildly downriver into
Dixieland!

Every man on stage pushed himseif be-
yond anything he thought he could do. To-
lal awareness of the songs’ messages, trust
that the fundamentals were solid, and the
will to excel combined to take the chorus to
hecights even this accomplished group had
never experienced. TPicture 135 Olympic
divers poised on their boards, executing a
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An ensemble consists of many parts. Above, a “wedge,” under the guidance of
wedge leader David Stokes, worked under open skies at the chorus retreat in June.

9.6 dive in nearly perfeet unison. This was
an Olympic level performance. 1t happened
because each singer committed to excel-
lence, like an exceptional athlete’s focus on
performance, even to the point of ignoring
pain.

The singers were free to indulge them-
selves completely in the joy of their music
because they believed in it implicitly. They
moved air (vom their lungs and shaped it
with their voices, but they sang straight from
their hearts.

A unique cmotional boost was provided
by lour devoted chorus tmembers known to
barbershoppers as Nightlife. Iimagine, if you
can, the challenge of participating in the
demanding chorus acceptance performance
and, minutes later, leading off the stellar

On slage in Salt Lake City, Sociely
Executive Director Darryl Flinn (left)
presented the ASCAP award to Foothill
Cities Chapter President Bob Lally, as
Director Greg Lyne glanced toward the
proud ChOrUS. Miler Photography

quarlet finals—and winning! Their willing
risk-taking not only worked, but left a spe-
cial imprint on their compairiots’ menories.

For Greg and his champions, their third
gold medal, followed by sharing Sunday
morning with the Mormon Tabernacle Choir,
was a truly spiritual experience. The entire
effort was a watershed cvent eclhoing
through all the other dimensions of their
lives.

Now, one era ends and another begins.
Unavoidable work complicalions force the
end of this inarvelous collaboration between
a master teacher and his accomplished stu-
dents. Greg announced in August that he
must finally step down from his inspired
podium. As the Masters face their newest
challenge, they are obviously filled with
exhilarating memories and unremitting be-
licf in the vision of their original motto:
“Dedicated to musical excellence.”

They move on, enhanced and inspired by
what was jointly achieved. That can never
be diminished; only built upon.

The wimner ol a contest outscores all the
others; a champion expands the limits of
possibility. The Masters of Harmony cleatly
demonstrated that they are both winners and
champions. =
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Need a quartetting fix? Try one of these!

by Davipl Flinn, Executive Director; SPEBSQSA

ike many of you brethren, I’ve been
I to dozens of festivals or informal
singing weekends. The single best
bet of them all is Harmony College. I've
been back to Harmaony College for 20 of the
past 23 years. If [ don't sing with at least a
dozen different people a day over the seven
days and nights of the school, T feel cheated.
It’s also my best learning and sharing expe-
rience of the ycar. Former Director of Mu-
sic Dr. Bob Johnson used to say, “Coming
to Harmony College is like being dipped in
hot barbershop.” Ainen, Dr. Bob,

What follows (as promised in my article
on page 3) is brief information about some
of the more popular festivals and events that
are operating on an annual basis. Enjoy!

A very popular and well-known festival
is Bolton Landing, held at Lake George in
upstate New York. I’ve not been able to at-
tend vet, but we hear they had 2,500 attend-
ees, including 78 impromptu quartets, plus
most of the 1996 top ten quartets. This La-
bor Day weekend features shows, contests
and tons of informal singing. The contact
guy for Bolton Landing is Andy Pﬁatt, (518)
644-9762,

Another remarkable festival for
quartetting is the Buckeye Invitational, held
in Columbus, Ohio, each August. fSee page
18 for a writeup on this year’s event.] sa
wonderful chance to see and hear great quar-
tets and choruses (coed) from all over our
world of four-part harmony. Tons of com-
edy, plus lots and lots of informal singing.
The contact for the Buckeye Invitational is
Mike Renner at (614) §64-3927.

One of my personal favorites is
Middlcbass. An /nformal singing festival
of Lhe first cloth, this stag affairisheldona
small island in Lake Erie, where 150 to 250
men have gathered every sccond week in
August for 50 years. Woodshedding and
informal singing reign supreme. Frank
Buffington is the registration guru at (614)
875-2947.

The Sage Lake Roundup is held the
third full weckend of September, in the
middle of the Michigan penisula, and is by
invitation only. Sage Lake is an institution
for quartetters, but the “rcgulars,” also spe-
cialize in informal singing, woodshedding
and tagging. Ask any member, or contact
Jim Miller in Louisville at (800) 846-7522,

This year, 1 was a “newbie” at the Pio-
neers Convention in Chicago. Just when |
needed it the most, 1 found myself among
150 men (swomen, too) who attend this fes-
tival for the exclusive purpose of informal
singing. Not only did I sing with many old
buddies, but met a gaggle of new friends as
well. These “Pioneers” really shine a light
on“Q"” ... likeitused to be. Interested? Call
Bill Gallagher at (847) 865-2707.

My good friend Charlie Rose, Dixie Dis-
trict SBM, is a true wonder. Herc's a guy
who knows about all kinds of quartetting.
Call Charlie at (919) 443-6057 for an invi-
tation or information about the Rocky
Mount Musie Festival in North Carolina,
featuring 16 chapters, lots of individual
barbershoppers, high school groups, non-
barbershop a cappella singing, lots of infor-
mal singing, and a big Saturday night show.

Charlie has also organized two “by invi-
tation only” groups that meet annually for a
barbershop high, with lots of quartetting: the
Confederate Harmony Brigade and the
North Carolina Harmony Brigade, If
you're interesled in starting a similar group,
call him for info and a possible invitation.

The Cardinal District gets behind the
Brown County Music Festival in Brown
County, Indiana. This is a weekend camp-
out, with golf tournainent, pitch-in meal, and
all kinds of quartet singing. Phone Gary
Garitson for details: {(812) 377-5885.

The Sunshine District kicks in with its
Labor Day Jamboree (formerly Grapefruit
Circuit). Novice quartets, informal singing,
coed. Call Steve Barrett, (813) 447-4474
for more informaltion about this Tampa-arca
¢vent.

The “Poor Man’s” International hap-
pens every third weekend in July, near
LaCrosse, Wisconsin. Campground faeili-
ties, quartets, informal singing, lots of
woodshedding. Call Larry Vongroven at
(608) 784-2668 for more information,

The Ontario District folks love their har-
mony out-of-doors. They’ve created a
couple of year-round campground festivals.
« Harmony Woods is a campground near

Lake Huron. Call Jim MacDougall at

(519} 245-0843 for an invitation.

» Then, there is Harmony Ranch near

Sutton, Ontario. This hugely successful

barbershop campground was just one

more success crcated by one of

barbershopping’s all-time heroes, George

Shields. Phone George at (416) 391-

i844 for an invitation,

* On February 14, there is the Oshawa
Mall Festival in Omntario. It features a
guarlel eontest, gang singing and lots of
informal singing, too. For delails con-
tact Len Clement, {(416) 436-2172
In addition to the hugely successful

Bolton Landing event, NED boasts two other

festival events: the Tasl week of July finds

the Blocel Island Festival, in Rhode Tsland,
in full swing. This soclal/coed cvent fea-
tures woodshedding and informal singing,
and a fundraiser show Saturday night. Call

Mike Maino at (401) 728-8787.

For 47 years the Alton Bay Jamborce
has carried on the iradition of brotherhood
and lots of informal singimg. Just another
great festival weekend with lots and lots of
informal singing. plus a charity show. Call
Ron Menard, (603) §82-9226 tor details.

Our friends in MAD are lucky to have
the Baltinmore Woodshedders Weekend. |
don’t know much about this weekend, but |
hear it’s just great. Call Bob Scay at (410)
384-0689.

Since 1968, barbershopping folks from
Mid-Atlantic, Northcastern and Seneca
Land have held a Harmony Holiday in the
Catskills. The January event is held at one
of the outstanding resort hotels in the arca,
and features all sorts of four-part harmony.
Contact Don Stothard at (716) 254-1542 or
e-mail dstothard@aol.com.

Also, keep am cye open for the many
Harmeny Cruises that are advertised in dis-
trict bulletins and The Harmonizer. Enjoy a
spendid getaway with top-notch proponents
of barbershop harmony and a chance to sing
as much as you want.

If you know of any others, give me a
shout at (800) 876-SING and wc'll spread
the word. And, keep in mind that there are
always woodshedding and lag singing
classes al all of the district mini-HEDP
Schools. The Ancient Harmonious Soctely
of Woodshedders (AHSOW) is showing up
at most official Society events to help facili-
tate informal singing, woodshedding and
membership in this otganization. &
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Stake your claim in the

1996 California Gold Rush.

_ ' 2\ Presenting NIGHTLIFE, 1996 Gold Medal Quartet Champion,

v N\ n Wand MASTERS OF HARMONY, 1990, 1993, 1996 Gold Medal
\ ot hy \ﬂj@ Chorus Champion, on CD and Cassette. Now you can

: i A enjoy their solid gold performances

“\ again and again.

NIGHTLIFE RECORDINGS:

“Songs At Twilight”.....oiiiiiniiiiiiini, _CDs @ 515 =_
Featuring: Roses Of Picardy, Young And Foolish, _Casseites @ 10 = __
Love's Old Sweet Song, Unforgetiuble and more.

Nightlife’s Soon-To-Be- Released Album.....__ CDs @ 315 = _____
Featuring: You're As Welcome As The Flowers In May, _ Casseltes @ $10 =

Basin Streel Blues, Beantifil Dreamer, Stars Fell On
Alabama, Cross The Mason-Dixon Line and more.

MASTERS OF HARMONY RECORDINGS:

The Masters® Soon-To-Be- Released Album.._ CDs @ 315
Featring: Love Me And The World Is Mine, All Aboard ___ Cassettes @ $10
For Dixie Land, a Porgy And Bess Medley, Brother Can ’

You Spare A Dime. an Alexander’s Band Medley and more.

“Masterpiece”. ... iirieiircrireeenienrioninnens errrias _ CDs @ §15
Featuring: a ferome Kern Medley, Puttin® On The Ritz, __ Cassetles @ $10 -
You Keep Coming Back Like A Sang, Deep River and nmiore. Shipping & Handling  $2.50

TOTAL ENCLOSED

Make check or money order payable to: Masters of Harmony. Please charge Credit Card:
Mail to Russ Johnson, 9201 Gaymont Ave., Downey, CA 90240 O VISA® or O MasterCard®

T L

Card #
Your Name:__ Expiration date:__
Address:___ e . -
City:____ _State: Zip: Authorized Credil Card Signature !

e L e

Forejgn orders, pleasa mark ’vour check or monay order for *U.S. Funds” and include an addillonal $1.00 lor shipping and handiing. The disiribulion, salg or
advsrlising of unofiicial recordings Is nol a representalion thal the contents of such recordings are suitable for contest use.
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You're not in a quartet? Brzz!

by Jim Bagby, Baritone, Rwal Route 4, 1986 international champion

f you’ve been a Society member for

some time, or you know someone who

has, you're aware wc get more vocal
each year about what’s good and bad in the
barbershopping world. Some of these vet-
erans tend to give us a pain ... bul here’s one
case where I'm 100 percent right!

You’ve probably heard Society leaders
say there are three things every
barbershopper should experience: attending
an iternational convention, participating in
Harmony College and siuging in a quartet.
['m more and more convinced that the most
lasting rewards come from quartetting. The
fun and perspective you gain from
quartetting will make those conventions and
schools even more enjoyable. The next step
could be to shoot for competing at the con-
vention, ot being coached at the school. But
let’s take things in order.

Being part of a chorus is a tremendous
experience. And our Soeiety, although
founded on the principle of preserving the
quartet style, would not have reached today’s
membership levels without the chorus as the
focal unit of most chapters. As a chorus di-
rector, [ know what a thrill it is to ring chords
with 20 or 50 or 100 guys, and what power-
ful fellowship can result from the chorus as-
sociation.

B, as a third-generation guartet man, [
suggest the arm-waver and the chapter lead-
ership fail on the nights we don’t take time
for the joy of quartelting—not to meution
woodshedding, tag singing and gang singing.
Even on hammer-and-tong contest prepara-
tion nights, can we really not spare a few min-
utes for some kind of quartet activity?

As I said in my 1991 Harmony College
keynote address, a good program vice presi-
dent or quartet proinotion chairrnan is worth
his weight in pitch pipes. The PVP manual is
loaded with ideas on how to get folks to give
quartetting a try—or as Meredith Willson put
it so memorably, “four guys tasting the holy
essence of four individual mechanisms com-
ing into complete agreement.”

We know many men may join the Soci-
ety with the goal of singing in a quartet, and
rightfully expect 1o be offered that opportu-
nity. And one of the best chances for them
to discover whom they might sing with can
come from these chapter quartet programs—
tag quartets, double quartets, sing with the

seclion leaders,
Very Large Quar-
lets (VLQs), one-
song contests—
the list goes on and
on,

But, what if
you, as Mr. Pro-
spective Quartet
Man, don’t get
hooked up with
three other parts
on neeting night
or (as unlikely as it
sounds} you don’t
recognize yourself
as quartet mate-
rial? As | look
back on the long
list of quartets of
all levels T've been
in (three different ones placed 26th ...
himmmm}, almost everyone of ’em started
in one of these two ways: |—Me: “Hey,
George, let's get Bill and Frebbish and put
together a quartet for the Chapter Whatever
night,” 2—George: “Frebbish and 1 have
talked about quartetting—you interested?”

None of them, and no successful quartets
[ know of starled this way: “Let’s find the four
finest voices here (or anywhere) and gowina
medal”” Okay, so a few I don’t know of may
have started that way, but how many suc-
cceded? There are yio magic combinations.
Ifit were true that the best voices always make
the best quartets, 1he same four guys would
win district every year. [n 58 years of Society
quartet compelition, only 11 men have won
two gold medals. End of sermon.

Rural Route 4 was a popular show
quartet for years before winning the 1986
international championship. Shown
above are (i to r): Jim Bagby, bari; Willard
Yoder, bass; Calvin Yoder, lead and Don
Kahl, tenor,

Wrong answer!

The Bagby Brothers {) to ry Mike, Jim, Ron and Terry are shown
above, singing on the Sleriing, Colo., radio station for station
owner Anna Petteys, circa 1952. “Mom taught us by rote; we
were cute, but no Osmonds.”

In the September/October Harnionizer,
Dan Daily’s arlicle on quartetting had a
couple of great ideas, and one that, uh, might
not be as successful for you. Wonderful
approaches he mentioned: using tags as part
of the warmup/vocalizing period, and tak-
ing advantage of evaluations/coaching after
contests. Howcver, Dan said he formed a
foursome by calling three folks who lived
nearby. That might work oul. But consid-
ering the amount of praetice, travel and per-
fornance time a quartet speunds together, 1
believe strongly in my No. | approach
above: sing with your friends.

An even betler way to start might be to
invite severef friends or acquaintances for a
gang sing, and see what develops before you
commit to just four people. You sure don’t
wanna say you're gonna forin a quartet with
these three specific peoplc and then discover
that one won't fill the bill, for whatever rea-
son. Who gets to break the news that he’s
out? Or do all four of you give up the idea?
Either way it could create a problem.

Yes, there will always be some folks con-
tent lo sing only in a chorus (or say they
are). Bul before you miss out on tasting the
holy essence, allow yourself—comvince
yourself—to give quartelting a try. Long
before I heard of the Rural Route 4, from
the first lime | was part of a foursome thal
nade a chord buzz, il has been the greates!
joy of my barbershopping life. b

10

SHarmonizer™

November/December 996



Sacramento ... | had no idea!—Sacramento ... what an idea!

by Jana Sharpe, PR Chairman

Greetings from Sacrammento, California,
the site of the 1997 SPEBSQSA nud-
winter convention. Everyone who is any-
one has been invited to “Harmony Gold
Rush of 97”; yes, invitalions have gone out
world-wide.

This is your chancc to celebrate the 1996
medalist quartets and the youth of the Sac-
ramento area while enjoying the sights and
activitics in and near this capital eity. Not
since 1990 have the best been gathered in
Northern California.

The Thursday night show is the first of
its kind, and will feature young people sing-
g and dancing to everything from gospel
to doo-wop. Friday night is your chance to
sce and hear FRED and Yesteryear.
Nightiife, Standing Room Only and BSQ
headline the Saturday night show.

Your $40 registration reserves your seat
for the Friday and Saturday night shows,
provides you with a personalized conven-
tion badge, admits you to the Saturday af-
ternoon Seniors Quartet Confest, the Satur-
day night afterglow and includes a 10 per-
cent discount on all purchases at the mid-

winter Harmony Marketplace. See registra-
tion fornr befow.

Special events of the week include the
Thursday night Youth Festival, the Assoeia-
tion of International Seniors Quartet Chain-
pions (AISQC) show on Friday afternoon
and the Food-For-Thought Breakfast on
Saturday, plus the following tous. Order

Jorms and detailed informaiion on special

events will be mailed to registrants.

Tue < Cruise the Sacramento River on the
Matthew McKinley
Wed « Enjoy the Champagne Express to
Nevada
» A Capilal Culinary Affair ... a progres-
sive lunch

» Sacramento City Tour, 3° hours of
facts and fotklore
Thu + A Day al the Bay, including a ride on
B.AR.T.
» Napa Valley ... your chance for wine
tasting and shopping
» Galifornia Gold Rush ... shopping and
lunch in an old-tashioned tea house
Fri  »Sacramento City Tour is again offered

Tours by day, entertalnment at night ...
what a way to spend a weck! All fours are
escorted and depart from and return to the
Hyalt Regency, convention headquarters.

For RV afficiandos, try the Sacramento
Metropolitan KOA, 3951 Lake Road in West
Sacramento; it’s abont five miles from down-
town and has reasonable rates. Call (916)
371-6771 or (800) 562-2747 for reserva-
tions.

People to see ... places to go ... and har-
maony to be sung. You may call Society head-
quarters at {4 [4) 653-8440 or toll-free (800)
876-SING to oblain registration information.
For local information, please call Bill
Donnell at (916) 487-9588. - &

%---------------------------------------‘

Midwinter Convention Registration e Sacramento, Calif. e Jan. 20-26, 1997

Telephone Bus.{ ) _

Please accept my order for:
Quantity

_ Res.( ).

QA Please check here if you have a
tion in order to fully participate in the convention.
by a staff member to discuss your specific needs.

Dale Chapter name

Name Nickname

Spousefguest name Nickname Sl
Address

City . State ___ Zip Code__.

disability and ma¥, require accommoda-

ou will be contacted

Total (US funds)

Registrations @$40,00 each $

0 MasterCard O VISA

Exp. date: mo,

year

Account No.

WHAT’S INCLUDED:

Registration package includes a personalized convenlion badge, a reserved seal {or the Friday and Salurday
Night Shows, admission to Lhe Saturday Night Aftergtovy, admission to the Seniors Quariet Contest and a ten-
percent discount an all purchases at the midwinter Harmony Marketplace. Mare than a $50 valug overall.

INSTRUCTIONS

Complete order form and mail with
payment to: SPEBSQSA, 6315 Third
Avenue, Kenosha, WI 53143-5199.

Ahousing application and informa-
tion regarding convention events and
tours will be sent to you following
receipl of this registration form.

If you register for more than one
person, please furnish complete infor-
mation for eacl person on a separate
sheet and attach to this order form.

All show and tour tickets may be
picked up in the convention registra-
tion area at the Hyatt Hotel after 1
p.m., Tuesday, January 21, 1997,

Make checks payable to
SPEBSQSA. When you rcceive con-
fumation, please keep it as your re-
ceipt.

Registrations may be transferred to
another person, but they are NOT
refundable.

For office use

1997 CONVENTION ONLY
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Afterglow—from Society Archives

Ray Hibbeler—a songwriter for Barbershoppers

by Ruih Blazina-Joyce, Curator/drchivist, Hertiage Hall Museum

Born in Chicago on November 20, 1891, Ray Hibbeler became
interested in music while in his early teens. He sang tenor and
baritone with several professional quartcts i the Chicago area,
worked as a “plugger,” in a duet introducing new songs to publish-
ers and the public, and appearcd regularly on various radio stations
as a soloist.

During this time, Hibbeler began writing songs. He soon
launched a successful career as a free-lance writer and composer,
and also provided services for other aspiring song writers. For those
wilh a melody but no lyrics, Ray would find the words. Stuck for
the melody? Just send your “song poem” to Ray. [f it had merit,
you would be scut a specially composed mcelody, an original pen-
and-ink manuscript of the full piano arrangement, a list of legiti-
matc music publishers, and advice on contracts and royalties.

In the course of his carcer, Hibbeler represented several music
publishers, and also owned and operated Garrick Music Sales. He
becamc a member of ASCAP and was inducled into the Songwritcrs
Hall of Fame. Ray Hibbeler died in 1985, at the age of 93.

“Tell Me You’ll Forgive ¥ie”

More than 100 of Ray Hibbeler’s songs were published between
1900 and 1930. Many were introduced to the public by top artists,
and various recording companies relcased his tunes on disc records
and piano rolls. Four songs sold more than half-a-inillion records:
“Melancholy Lou,” “What Makes My Baby Cry,” “Oklahoma In-
dian Jazz,” and “Tell Me You’ll Forgive Me.” Three of these found
favor with barbershop quartets in the years to come.

“Mclancholy Lou,” wrilten while Ray was in bed with a 103-
degree fever, became a popular barbershop tune, and many may
remcmber the unique rendition of “Oklahoma Indian Jazz” by the
Mid-States Four (1949 champion).

The tﬂ-g in this issue from Pocketful of Tags No. 2= Sto0k 101 6028

The Elkhorn City Quartette, circa 1910. Ray Hibbeler, seated,
sang tenor.

But Ray’s biggest hil was “Tell Me You'll Forgive Me,” first
published in 1923, Frank Thorne, bass of the Elastic Four (1942
champion), artanged the chorus in barbershop style in 1942, The
Elastics featurcd it on their first albw, A Book of Musical Num-
bers: I

“Tell Me You’ll Forgive Me™ became a long-Jasting favorite with
quartets, popular years later when the Buffalo Bills (1950 cham-
pion} sang it on Arthur Godfiey’s television show. It’s still going
strong today. &

BACK IN MY HOMETOWN

) 0 | L | b o o
L Iz 1 & ‘ T 7 [ 5 ¥ [ A oy ¥ |
ﬁ* 9 " d ﬂ » | I [oP) L I LS~ Fllcd & |
- Furd e | SO 1 I I I & |
v 17 1 | T | | e ] I 1 T 1§ |
P I I [ i ' T —
8
Back in my home - town.
/‘_‘\
. by by b
Y i 1 = 1) ‘l.bv = i ] © H
z a2 L. T 1] | N e | T 1 1 1 bl Pt ] ] = I |
\ v ™ =" 1 T ] —— I | I 1 | ~ Ik |

November/December | 996



a brieflock buack at enger choral risers

Innovations and ovations

SPEBSQSA and Wenger Corporation
have a long history of working together.
Wenger’s support for SPEBSQSA ineludes
providing many risers and acoustical shells,
In appreciation of this assistance, we want
{o recognize Wenger’s 50th anniversary,

Harry Wenger, a music teacher and band
director, was also an innovator in music
equipment. His first invention was a chair
that supported a sousaphone.

Harry Wenger pioncered the large-scale
manufacture of one-piece choral risers in
1948. Prior to this, risers were typically
handmade and consisted of individual stag-

ing units that were fit together. By 1951,

choral risers made by the Wenger Music

Equipment Co. eould be found in every state

of the union, Alaska, Hawaii and Canada.
Based on conservative estimates:

+ Four million singers each year rehearse
and perform on Wenger choral risers.

» More than 100 million singers have re-
hearsed and performed on Wenger cho-
ral riscrs since their introduction.
Although Harry Wenger passed away in

1992, the strong tradition of innovation has

continued al Wenger Corp. Notable riser

innovations throughout Wenger's history in-

cluded lightweight aluminum risers in 1962
and the Tourmasler travel riser, familiar to
many barbershop groups, in 1975. Con-
tinual design improvements include easy
“fold ‘n’ roll” handling, increased flexibil-
ity and aesthetic enhancements.

We want to congratulate Wenger Corp. ' LI
on its 50th-armiversary milestone, and thank
them for their ongoing eomnmitment to mu-
sic and the Society, &

WheL does sight ,,
improve sound? [

When you combine your quartet’s sound with the reasonably- TN
priced, high-quality painted backdrops, draperies, lighting, Ll

and special gffects from the professionals at Tobins Lake
Studios. Tobins Lake Studios has helped quartets like

Original Sousaphone Chair developed by
Harry Wenger, who later founded the Wenger
Corp., a major manufacturer of choral risers.

yours look good for the past 50 years. B m"fé ¢

Call (810) 229-6666 today & ask for our free catalog.
You'll find everything you need at Tobins Lake
to meet your scenic needs.
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Tuxedo Wholesaler

Free 40 page Color Catalogite
call toll free (800) 828-2802.

NEW BLACK TUXEDO
I Polyester
$99.00
NEW T NEW * NEW * NEW *
New Wing Collar Shirl §15.75
New Laydoun Collar Shirt $15.75

Tie & Crnmerbiind Set in PolyfSatin

$8.95

Tie & Cunumerbind Sef in Lamé
512.95
Bow Tie Poly/Salin $3.00
Bow Tie i Lamé §5.00
Meir's Tuxedo Pant tev. woist black)  $24.00
Men's Tuxedo Paml tox st ads 536,95
Shod lapel full back Vest™ $22.50

Shawol Lamé Inpel fill back Vest* $29.50
V Neck Lamé Vest $36.00
Suspenders all colors §5.00
Prices subject i change withon! netice
*Vests come in Red, Roynl
aitd Black with black lnpels
Call a Sales Representative today

(800) 828-2802

Free Catalogue
Samples Available

{Please seciere witlr n
credit card.)

Tuvedo Wholesaler
15636 N. 78th St.
Scottsdale, AZ 85260

Tribute Giving

ifts made in memory of a

Barbershopper, family member or
friend, or in honor or recognition of an in-
dividual often express what words alone
cannot convey. Gifts to the Keep a Melody
Ringing Memorial Endowment Fund and
other endowment funds of Harmony Foun-
dation, SingAmerica & SingCanada, or to
the Heritage Hall Museum help support the
future of barbershop harmony.

The names of individuals are added to
the Keep a Melody Ringing Memorial plaque
when gifts in their memory are $250 or
greater. For more information about tribute
giving, contact;

Charlie Green

Director of Development

4405 Curve Avenue

Edina, MN 55424-0041

612-929-0041
612-929-0552 (fax)

The following gifts were received January 26 through September 18, 1996.

GIFTS IN MEMORY OF ...

Elroy “Buck” Barnes?
Louis L. Foltzer

Bill Evans?
Robert G. Gall
Churchsingers

Bob Galiz¢?
Hollis T. Brazelton
Central States Districl
Duans E. Larsen
Lee's Summit N.E.A.
Dean Snyder
Robert Sopeland
Robert Stryker
James C. Warner
12th Street Rag, Inc.

Joan Hawiaker
Duane G. Hulton

Don Hill"
Anonymous
Robert E. Coanl
Thomas Czerow
Denald W. Gubbing, Sr.
Eimer G. Hadlow
James C. Hart
Pamela P. Hitl
Industrial Control & Elecirical Design
Barney L. Johnson
Frank J. Mazzoli
Louis Mihalyi
Andrevs Nazzaro, Jr.
Edward Piersall
Frederick P. Schneider
Roger Wells
Clifford Williams
Francis Zeller, Jr.

Earl Mogn?és
A-Chorgingly Yours quartet
Anonymous
Randall E. Conner
Darry) L. Flinn
Qale Hardin
Paul A. Jockinsesn
William Johnson
Arthur V. Kraus
J. Devereaux Leahy
Patrick McCiellan
Millye Moon
Eugene Morgan
Leanne Morgan
Robert E.Neiman

Charles Olson

Phillip Rath

Carl Stemen

Floyd J. Thaller

The Winning Gombination quariel
Whittier, Calif., Chapter

139th Street Guartel

Mrs. Dave Newmar?
Robert M. Hockenbrough

Rulh Perry®
Roger K.Slelfens

Charlle Yan Deir®
Danlel J. Reidy

Kimberly Walls?
Robert M. Hockenbrough

Cal Yost®
Frederic E. Teller

GIFTS IN HONOR ANO APPRECIATION OF ...

William A. Dorow?
Holt Electric Motor Company

Darryl Flinn}
Joker's Wild quartet

Joe Liles?
Dean M. Hatheway
LABBS
Norihiand Gold quartet
ScotianAires Chorus
Seneca Land District

Lou Perry®
Newcaneweng Tribe
Fredaric E. Teller

Bur Szahp
Lansdale, Pa., Chapler

Ed Waesche'
Backbeat quartet

'Keep a Melody Ringing Memorial Endovrment
?Heritage Hall Museum Endovment
3SingAmerica & SingCanada

‘World Harmony

*Lou Perry Scholarship

SEarl Moon Memorlal Endowment

SHatinonizer™
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The power of music

by Gene Butierfield, Murietta, Ga.

ong, long age, Interpretation Specialist

Eric Jackson wrote a Harmonizer arlicle
using “The Story Of The Rose.” fMay 1982
issue] He masterfully described how it could
be sung with two totally different plans: (1)
Exultation—the love of your life has just
agreed to matry you, and (2) sorrow—-after
many happy years of marriage, you have just
been informed your love has a terminal ill-
ness and death is near.

Plan 1 was a delight and easy to handle,
but plan 2 was a crusher and so difficult to
do with any semblance of emotional con-
trol. The author did a great job developing
his article!

During many years of coaching ehoruses
and quartets—both male and female—in
Seneca Land, Johnny Appleseed, Southwest-
ern, Sunshine and now Dixie, 1 have used
the “Rose Interp” innumerable times. T had
trouble, every time, getting through the sad
interp without tears and a voice brcak. It
Just hanimered my emotions.

Letters to the Editor

Unfortunately, after a nine-year, coura-
geous battle with cancer, my wonderful
Madalyn died in 1995, just one week after
our 39th wedding anniversary. She was just
about perfect as a wife, mother, barbershop
supporter—you name if.

At the funeral homne, as the moment for a
last goodbye approached, Twas almost over-
whielmed with sorrow, fear and anxiety. How
do you say “Goodbye” to the lady who was
the major patt of your life? As 1 knelt and
tooked down at her now peaceful face, it
beeame clear to me. I softly sang,

“Heart of my heart, T love you.

“Life wounld be naught without you, ...~

As the song progressed, my hot, flushed
anxiety was replaced by a calm, a coolness.
Through the song, I was able to survive the
awful moment. In retrospect, I honestly
don’t know if there was any sound or even
if my lips moved. That is of no importance,

The Harmonet and the bhride-to-be

by Juanita Arnold

ompuiers have affected the way we per-
forim almost cvery part of our lives. For
Chris and Juanita Arnold, they also affected
onc of the most important days of our lives.

Many barbershoppers participate or lurk
on the Harmonel, This computer discussion
group is a source of information, a chanee
to meet new people, and a forum for discus-
sion of really important subjects, such as
how to make barbershop 7th wind chimes,
For g, it was the perfeet place to get my
future husband the ultimate wedding
present.

In November 1995, using the “review”
function of the list, [ got a listing of every-
one subscribed to the Harmonet. Since my
fiancee also read the Harmonet religiously,
I could nol send my message {o the forum.
Instead, 1 sent the following letter 1o each
of the 1,200-plus subseribers:

“Hello, my name is Juanita Diegel and |
am engaged to a Barbershopper. His name
is Chris Arnold and he sings with Discovery,
1995 Ontario District quartel champion and
international quarterfinalist, and is the co-

director of the Kitchener-Waterloo Twin Clty
Harmonizers chorus,

“i have been trying to come up with an
ultimate wedding gift that will fit my budget.
My idea is to have as many quartets,
choruses, and barbershoppers in general
send him letlers of congratulatiocns on his
marriage. | want to make a scrapbock to
present to him on our wedding day—May 4,
1996.

“With the exception of me, barbershop is
his life. Knowing that members of the Sociaty
were thinking of him on our special day would
be the greatest gift | could give him. Thank
you from a barbershop bride-to-be”

At our wedding rehearsal party, Chris and
I exchanged presents. I gave him a box (hat
contained two binders stuffed with well
wishes! Chris was overwhelmed. He spent
the night before our wedding reading how
mueh barbershoppers care. It was the great-
est gift he could have received.

In all, 204 letters or cards were veceived;
140 {plus two CDs) from mcmbers of
SPEBSQSA, and others from members of
BARS, BinG! SNOBS, DABS, 1ABS and

of course, because Madalyn and 1 were
“connected” onc iast time.

Why it worked this way is a mystery,
because it was more than a year before |
could sing through that song again (still can’t
talk about it). Heck, I've been trying to wrilc
this letter for months but couldn’t. The pur-
pose of wriling is to let people know how
music—our barbershop hobby—had a ma-
jorimpaet on sustaining me during the worst
time of my life.

In the past few weeks, I’ve started to
coaeh again, and just last week had the first
session with my seniors quartel. Bet you
can guess what the lead picked as the first
warmuyp song. You're right! 1t’s still a won-
derful love song.

Barbershop has been a tonic, outlet,
source of strength, generator of enormous
pleasure and the best place ever to make life-
tong friends. 1t’s not done with me and I'm
certainly not done with it. i

Juanita and Chris Arnold on their
wedding day.

NZABS. Cards and lelters also arrived from
judges and administrators, Sweet Adelines
and members of Harmony, Inc.

Many of thesc lelters and cards were
signed by entire choruses. Several lctters
were from international champions. All of
them were great!

Thank you to everyone who sent us well
wishes. Barbershoppets truly are the friend-
liest people in the world. &

[For info on the Harmonel, send e-mail 1o
toma@cray.com with subject “Send
Harmonet FAQ."]
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Shown above, a group from the Jacksonville Big "0,” Fla., Big Orange Chorus
parlicipated in a five-mile walkathon for the American Cancer Sociely last February,
serenading the more than 7,000 other participants along the way.

For the fifth consecutive year, the Anne
Arundel County, Md., Chapler chorus,
the Sons of the Severn, held a benefit
concert last June in support of the North
County Emergency Ouireach Network
for needy and homeless people.
Pictured above is member George Silate
in & photo that accompanied a featura

article in The Maryland Gazelle. rhowoby
John Glllis— The Marytand Gazelte

Fore Over Par, the 1995 Oregon senior
quartet champion, has raised nearly
$6,000 over the past two years for
“Habitat for Humanity," an organization
that builds aftordable housing for families
in need with limited income., Shown
above are (I tor): Royce Osborne, tenor,
Bob Helsel, lead; Bill Thomas, bass and
Jim Furguson, bari.

Shown at right, President Paul Eckhardt
(at lelt) of the Martin/St. Lucie Counties,
Fla., Chapter, presented a $500 check
to Jill Borowicz, director of the Hibiscus
Children’s Center for abused, abandoned
and neglected children. Looking on is
George Mahoney, chapter PR chairman.

16 3 November/December 1996



Summer program at Heartspring successful

by Brenda Keeler, Divector of Patron Organizations

hen Heartspring piloted the Summer

Intensive Behavior Program {(STBP)
in 1994, the challenge was intimidating: was
seven weeks time cnough to develop a plan
focusing on reducing problem behaviors that
could be implemented in the home and al
schiool? After two summers filled with suc-
cesses for students and staff members alike,
Heartspring’s summer program has an-
swered that question with a resounding
“yes.”

This year’s SIBP offered Heartspring the
opportunity to work with new sludents as
well as returning ones. All summer students
had unique challenges to deal with and all
experienced significant success from the
plans developed for their targeted behaviors.

Returning students Richard, Katie, and
Joseph provided Heartspring with the op-
portunity to see how well the SIBP helps
stuclents after the suminer is over,

Richard has been a participant in the SIBP
since the pilot progran in 1994, His chal-

ALASKA

AND OUR

WEST COAST

THE EXCITING HARMONIES OF OUR 1996 CHAMPS,

NIGHTLIFE

ABOARD THE LUXURIOUS CRUISE SHIP CUNARD DYNASTY

lenge has been aggression—Hhitling, kicking,
or biting when he was upset or angry. Rich-
ard has seen success in his past stinmers at
Heartspring and this one was no different.
He now is more likely to sil in a chair and
take time to calm down when he’s angry,
instead of going to a time-out arca or being
restrained as in previous ycars.

Kaltie's sumimer has been one of fine-tun-
ing the program that was created for her last
year. Katie hiad problems with behaviors
such as swecping items off her desk or start-
ing to color a picture and ending with color-
ing the table, walls, or even hersell. Last
summer helped her get these behaviors un-
der control; this summer she has worked to
increase her focus and her ability to work
independently.

Joseph is a prime example of how well
the program works once the right plan is
cstablished. Before the program, he would
suddenly run away from his work area, the
classroom, or wherever he and his parapro-

ﬂ
ﬂ

There'll be fun for all as, Nightlife, our 1996 champs
enterlain us, woodshed wilh us and teach us more aboul our
barbershopping craft, We'll sail the Inside Passage to
Alaska, an incredibly beauliful and calm sea corridor,
through which early prospectors reached the gold felds,
We'll thrill to Canada's pristine cities of Victoria and
Vancouver, We'll spend an exciting day in San Francisco
and a {abulous day in Grays Harbor,

Then there's foodl Five gourmet meals a day impeccably
served. The friendly Brilish crew will pamper and delight
you. You'll love the Dynasry. She’s elegant, casuval,
friendly. Her reslaurant is in the rear of the ship with
panoramic views in three direcions. There are plenty of
bustling things to do. All here o sample at our leisure. Do
come along!

NINE DAYS
MAY 17 - 26, 1997

€ HIARTSPRING

fessional happened to be. Tt took a few
weeks to get the right combination of ac-
tivities, reinforcement, and structure, but
once thal was in place, Joseph began to ex-
cel. He now can walk through the class-
room straight to his work area, without be-
ing held and with little direction from his
paraprofessional.

Heartspring has seen success this year
with all the children enrolled 1 the SIBPR
Heartspring’s success is your success.
Barbetshoppers have cared enough to con-
tribute to the development, and happiness
of the children at Heartspring. Your contin-
ued support benefits families who cannot
meet the costs of a program like Hearlspring,.
You have made a big difference in the lives
of so many special ¢children. &

CRUISE PRICE

Starting at $1395.00 from all major cities in
the United States and Canada*
Starting a1 $1295.00 from Los Angelesand o)) Moeals
other West Coast Cities*

INCLUDES:
*  Air Transportalion
i | o Transfers
¢ Twin
Accommodaltions

s Windsor Travel Tour Guide

*Prices do notinclude port 1axes

I Dear Frank
\ Please send me your brochure and complete details on the “Nightlife’* Alaskan Cruise!
Windsor Travel, Ltd.
5935 S. Pulaski Name Address
Chicago, IL 60629
{773) 5814404 Ciry State Zip

in | 1.800-648-7456
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Buckeye Invitational changed the rules ... again!

by Mike Renner, General Chairman, Buckeye hnitational VIIf

o, what did they do diffcrently at the

Buckeye Invitational this year? The

question is one frequently asked, be-
cause the Buckeye folks are always tinker-
mg with something. This year, they went
off the deep end; they actually put male and
female chotuses in the same conlest, using
certified judges from all three American
barbershop organizations, and crowned an
overall winner. Will things in the barber-
shop world ever be the same again?

From Swveet Adelines International, the
Singing Buekeyes invited those choruses
and quartets that fell just short of qualify-
ing for international competition. From
Harmony, Inc., they requested two repre-
sentalive choruses.

The Ladies Association of British Barber-
shop Singers (LABBS) has agreed to send its
reigning champion to the Buckeye Invitationa!
on an annual basis. When the curtain rose,
six female choruses (three Sweet Adeline, two
Harmeny, Inc. and one LABBS) joined ten
Socicty choruses for the first multi-gender
barbershop contest in the U. S.

The judge’s pit Jooked different some-
how. There were ten eertificd judges, five
male and five femalc. The female conlin-
gent was made up of four Sweet Adeline
Jjudges and one Harmony, Inc. judge. The
HI judge joined the live SPEBSQSA judges
to form a double pane! using the format
employed by the Society. The four Sweet
Adelines used their four-category system as
a single panel. All scores (in seven catego-
ries) were added to detecrmine the winners.

When the chorus contest dust settled, the
Heart of Texas Chorus from the Southwest-
ern District scored highest under Society
rules and the General Assembly Chorus
from Dixie District walked off with the con-
test enlertainment lrophy. But when all the
scores were added, Crosstown Harmony
of Milwaukce, from Sweet Adeline
Region 22, captured the standard por-
tion of the contest by a wide enough
margin to win the Buckeye Iuvita-
tional V1L chorus contest.

In the Funny Bone National Com-
edy Quartet contest, the women siruck
again. On the outdoor stage of the
beautiful Riverfront Amphitheater,
eight comedy quartets from across the
nation dueled for the Funny Bone trav-
eling trophy. These were not eontest-
lardened foursomes who happen to
have some cutc gags in their package;
these are quartets dedicated \o com-
edy packages, even though they don’t
win distriet or regional contests.

When the scores were added up
(audienee judges), the Sweet Adeline
Beauty Shop Quartet from Balti-
more nosed out the men’s quartet,
River City Current, from Texas, to
win the honors at the Friday night con-
test. Beauty Shop Quartet not only
took home the hardware, they served
as mike testers for the Salurday evening
quartet contest and then were the feature
performer for the Saturday night show at the
Funny Bone Comedy Club.

The General Assembly Chorus, from Research Triangle Park, N. C., won the
entertainment lrophy in the chorus contest at Buckeye Invitational VIII.

Lest you think the wonen took over the
Buckeye Invitational and barbershopping in
general, the men came roaring back in the
Saturday night quartet contest, The hilari-
ous antics of Freestyle, of the Far Western
District, earned the entertaininent trophy and
The fine singing of

second place overall.

The Beauty Shop Quartet of Sweel Adelines
won the Funny Bone National Comedy
Quartet conlest.
from top) are: Adrienne Terenzoni, bass; Jean
McMahon, bari;
Theresa Fries, tenor.

Shown above (clockwise

Laurie Kotter, lead and

Sterling from Southwestern District most
impressed the judges, which gave this new
group from Texas enough to win the Buck-
cye Invitational overall quartet title.

Not that the women didn’t make a mark
at the quartet contest. Downtown Express,
former LABBS champion from Leeds, En-
gland, sang and entertained its way to the
highest finish of the female quartets. An-
other highlight was the performance of En-
core 4, a foursome of high school sopho-
mores and junicrs from Tampa, Fl, who stole
the hearts of the audience, not to mention
all the high school boys who attended the
Harmony Camp with them during the week.

More than just a contest

In its eight years, the Buckeye Invitational
has matured into much more than just a con-
test, though a great contest it is indeed. Slart-
ing Thursday evening with a gazebo show
at Goodale Park featuring the LABBS cham-

18
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Crosstown Harmony, a Sweel Adelines chorus from Milwaukee, won the Buckeyé Invitational VIIl chorus contest.

pion chorus, Chiltern Harmony, joined by
LABBS quartets Tapestry and Downtown
Express and the 1995 Buckeye Invitational
quartet champion Cornerstone from New
York, plus four fine quartets from the host
Singing Buckeycs,

The weekend was nonstop barbershop
harmony. The replica of the Santa Maria,
docked in the Scioto River in the heart of
downtown, served as the backdrop for the
Friday alternoon Kick OfT Cookout where
nearly 1,000 people gathered to devour
bratwurst served by Damon’s Restaurant and
listen to some great pickup singing.

As nearly 1,400 people packed the
Riverfront Amphitheater waiting for the
Funny Bone Comedy Quartet contest, oul
marched 32 young high school men and
women to perform as the Harmony Camp
Chorus, having just spent the week at
Otterbein College, under the dircetion of Dr.
Richard Mathey of Bowling Green State
University, learning the craft of barbershop.
The chorus performed three songs and fea-
tured two quartets, all to a genuine standing
ovation from the huge crowd. The futwre of
barbershop is strong.

SPEBSQSA staff member Gary Stanium’s
pitch from the stage for barbershoppers to
support SingAimerica & SingCanada appar-
ently had a significant impact, since the Sat-
urday silent auction, with all funds dedicated
to Sing America & Sing Canada, raised
$1,400, a record for our silent auction.

The “Stars of the Night” show on Friday
highlighted some of the best in barbershop
singing today. Tapesiry again entertained
and Downtown Express did scveral eight-
part numbers with Columbus quartet

Taggin’ Around. The show also featured a
terrific mixed quartet, Kaleidoscope, and the
newly crowned MBNA America College
Quartet champ, Four Voices, from Cleve-
land, Tennessee. The host chapter Singing
Buckeye Chorus also perforined and re-
ceived several standing ovations, but
Friday’s stage belonged to the 1994 Sweet
Adelines International champion,
Showtime. These talented ladies joined
Acoustix as the star groups for the week-
end and drew thunderous ovations every
time they sang.

The Saturday night “Show of Champi-
ons” at the headquarters hotel was probably
the best show of the invitational. Perfor-
mances by present-and-past Buckeyc cham-
pions were meshed with the power of
Acoustix and artistry of Showtime. But the

most prolonged applause belonged to the
reigning LABBS champion chorus from just
outside London, Chiltern Harmony. The
audience just wouldn’t stop clapping follow-
ing “Mississippi Mud,” and the standing
ovation at the end of its sel was truly genu-
ine. It was evident how hard those ladies
had worked for a year to raise the funds and
prepare their performance to be part of
Buckeye VIIIL.

The weekend closed when the LABBS
ladies joined barbershoppers from across the
country for a world-wide ecumenical bar-
bershop performance at St. John’s Church
on Sunday morning, a fitting way to close
another great Buckeye Invitational Barber-
shop Festival. Make plans now to join us in
Columbus next year for Buckeye IX, Au-
gust 1417, 1997.

Freestyle, from the Far Western Dislrict, won the entertainment category and placed
second overall in the guartet contest. Shown above (| to 1) are: Travis Masalin,
tenor; Rich Brunner, lead; Bruce Morgan, bass and Andy Wallace, bari.

November/December 1996

cHarmmomzer”



=

Wiy

L=

PR Basics

Voices in Harmony: More Keep America

Singing can make you famous! (Here’s how)

by Brian Lynch, Public Relations Manager

More than just a concert — a celebration of barbershop harmony
by men and women alike. And a potential PR bonanza for everyone.

UR GREATEST COLLAB-
O ORATION YET? Maybe. Cer-
tainly our most visible.

No matter. When Ioices in Harimomny:

More Keep America Singing hits the air-
waves this De-

“We're very excited about it,” said Joanne
Grueter, WCET/48 producer for both pro-
grams. “Many stations told us Keep America

Singing was the highlight of their pledge

drives. We're glad that SPEBSQSA and

cember, it will be
one of the big-
gest bangs ever
heard in the bar-
bershop uni-
verse, With a
can’(-miss
lineup of per-
formers and a
fast pace that
keeps the chords
a-ringing, it’s
going to be a
great holiday
treat for fans of
close harmeony.
It’s also a
wonderful way
for barbershop
Singers across
North America
to show off the
very best our art
forin has (o offer.
At the same
time, the PBS

Mitch Miller hosts a barbershop spectacular featuring stellar performances by
¢ The Gas House Gang, 1993 SPEBSQSA International Quartet Champion

¢+ Marquis, 1995 SPEBSQSA International Quartet Champion

* Showtime, 1993 Sweet Adelines International Quartet Champion

* Gem City Chorus, five-time Sweet Adelines International Chorus Champion

women’s styles. The performers comple-
ment one another well, from The Gas House
Gang’s intricate, hilarious “Eine Klein NOT
Musik” to Showtime’s stunning reading of
“Amazing Grace” to Marquis’ smooth and
traditional
“Rockabye Your
Baby With A Dixie
Meledy” The Gem
Cily Sweet Adelines
Chorus, directed by
Jeannie Barford,
raises the roof with
its dazzling show-
manship and high-
cnergy singing,
The highfight of
show comes
The Gas
House Gang and
Showtime combine
on what is perhaps
the best-known of all
barbershop songs:
“Lida Rose/Will 1
Ever Tell You?”
from The AMusic
M. “That’s what
loices in Harmony is
all about,” said GHG
bass lim Henry.

the
when

program offers a

unique opportunity for local SPEBSQSA
and Sweet Adeline International Chapters to
work together for the connmon benefit of
both,

Success in 1994 led to new show

Voices in Harmony was produced by Cin-
cinnati PBS alfiliale WCET/48 in responsc
lo strong viewer support for the initial Keep
America Singing broadcast in 1994,

Sweet Adelines Infernational were able to
help underwrite a second show.”

SPEBSQSA and Sweet Adelines Inter-
national each contributed $50,000 toward
production costs. Not only are the voices in
harmouny: so are the budgets.

The best of both worlds
Toices in Harmony paints on a huge can-
vas, drawing on a rich paleite of men’s and

“People making mu-
sic together, enjoy-
ing the fun of barbershop harmony. It was
Goosebunip City for all of us.”

Voices in Harntony: Move Keep Anerica
Siuging will air during the December
pledge drive in many PBS markets—but
not all. We will leep you informed on air
dates as they become available— or check
our Web site at http://fusers.aol.comy/
prspehsqsa/pbs/ideas.htm,
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Cashing in by getting invelved

SPEBSQSA and Sweet Adelines International have put a lot of money into producing a
top-quality national TV show that will generate high visibility for barbershop harmony.
What happens next is up to you.

Here are four simple guiding principles to generate promotional ideas.

Lh | WORK o pla! MAKEITA . .~ ) MAKE LOTS
rr'” | TOGETHER & rr WIN-WIN- rr OF FRIENDS

PLAY NICE

Work closely with your counterparts in
the women’s organization with all the pro-
fessionalisim and respect due our production
partners.

Both SPEBSQSA and of Sweet Adelines
International have chapters and choruses in
most major markets. Rather than having sev-
eral different quartets and choruses call your
local PBS station with offers of help, we'd
like to see one point of contact that will co-
ordinate all barbershop groups in the area.
Let’s avoid mived messages!

The two headquarters offices are work-
ing together to integrate our resourccs of
local contacts to coordinate activity on a lo-
cal basis. Further details will be forthcom-
ing in Update and other chapter communi-
cations.

Have fun together!

« [If you can’t answer phones for the sta-
tion, have a party to watch the show! In-
vite local SPEBSQSA and Sweet Adeline
quartets and choruses to a “Show &
Glow” with refreshments, an informal
parade of quartets, and multiple televi-
sions and quality sound systems.

* Pass the hat and donate the proceeds to
the station.

LA |
vl

.

The issue of performance quality is al-
ways sensitive. In an effort to pleasc station
managetnent or the chapter’s eraving for ex-
posure of any kind, poor perforiners occa-
sionally appear on television,

In particular, as we are dealing with two
separate organizations that exercise differ-
ent levels of anthorily over the right ta per-
forn in publie, it is extremely important that
SPEBSQSA units look at themnselves with

—IWIN GAME

Keep in mind that as far as the network
and affiliates are concerned, this program is
a fund-raiser, not an evangelism for the bar-
bershop cause. They will welcome fellow
travellers who want to make their pledge
drive a financial success

That means your relationship with your
local station needs to be WIN-WIN — with
the station’s WIN coming first.

Easy ways to help

» Offer show tickets as a pledge premium
for donors.The station can tell you which
gift level will work best,

+ Offer Singing Valentines as pledge pre-
miums. This is a GREAT way to promotc
your Singing Valentines program. Or, cut
a deal to donate a percentage of your
Singing Valentines profits to the station.
Use last year as a guide, and make a con-
tribution, then set policy for the follow-
ing February.

+ To show your support for music ¢cduca-
tion, announce that you will be donating
your gift home-video copy of the show
to a local school music program,

The Sweet Adelines International Board
of Dircctors has adopted the following
guidelines for groups wishing to perform in
conjunction with Foices in Harmony:

+ Performing chotuses and quartets must
be singing at the C-plus level or higher.

+ Performing choruses and quartets must
meet the Basic Criteria for Public Per-
Jormnance as adopted by the Sweet Ade-

—_ AND SHARE

Barbershoppers are great people-to-
people people. Leverage those contacts for
the inutval benefit of everyone involved in
Voices in Harmony:

» Make sure that all your chapter’s patrons,
boosters, friends and family know about
the show. Do a mailing to your regualr
show customers urging them to watch the
show and pledge their support for PBS.
It’'s a great way to give your partisans a
chance to hear more great barbershop
harmony — and to make listening to bar-
bershop music a habit.

* (reat youth outreach tie-in: make sure
that all music educalors in your area hear
about the show. What betler way to show
them what this great music can really
sound like?

+  Work with your Sweet Adelines counter-
parts to share membership prospects re-
sulting from show-related activilies.

* Hand business cards to everyone you
nieet at the station.

* Schedule joint performances/fund rais-
ers with Sweet Adeline units.

| IT°’S BETTER TO BE GOOD & FAMOUS THAN JUST
— FAMOUS — SO MAKE SURE YOU’RE GOOD.

While SPEBSQSA does not mandate
specific guidelines, it is instructive to note
that our partners in this project have estab-
lished a reasonable and practical measure
of quality control.

Realistically speaking, if a performing
unit cannot perform at C-plus level, should
it be presented as the exemplar of barber-
shop in your community? Will they com-
pare favorably with the performers on Foices

an objective eye. lines International Board of Directors. in Harmomy? &5
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The National Music Education Summit—an
empowering event

by Gary Stamm, Dirvector of Development for SingAmerica & SingCanada

was fortunale to witness rea! power the

third weekend of September, when 70

individuals representing 45 nusie orga-
nizations met in Washington, D.C., fo dis-
cuss “America’s Musical Future: Let’s
Care” That was the title for thc National
Music Education Suminit called by the
Music Educators National Conference
(MENC) and attended by Soeiety President
Tim Hanraban and me.

To Barbershoppers, the weekend might
appear to have been an tmportant
SingAmerica evenl. Well, MENC and the
other 43 organtzations might not have
known it, but, it was!

For obvious reasons, MENC is conceined
about the future of music education in the
United States. It represents more than
67,000 music cducators—people whose
livelihood depend on teaching music in our
public and private, elementary and second-
ary schools. But, the teacher groups that
werle present were 110t concerned about pay-
checks. The words coning from them were:
“Encourage,” “preserve,” “nurture,” “help,”
and the like, as they talked about the young
people they deal with every day.

The other organizations at the Summnit
represented fraternal, hobbyist, professional
aud military organizations built avound mu-
sic and its beauty and power. This sumumit
wags about people and organizations who
know the importance and passion of keep-
ing the music flame burning brightly in cur
schools and communitics. Itis the incssage
of SingAmerica & SingCanada,

Much of the discussion centered around
the Goals 2000: Educate America Act. The
passage of this act by the U. S Congress a
couple of years ago was the result of a wake-
up call about our nation’s students, espe-
cially concerning the knowledge and skills
they need to become productive and com-
petitive workers in a global economy, as they
take their places as adult citizens.

In this act, the arts were named as corc
academic subjects, as important to educa-
tion as English, mathematics, history, civics
and government, geography, science and for-
eigi language. The Consortium of National
Arts Education Associations developed the

National Standards for Arts Education.
These are goals for all U, S, elementary and
secondary sehools to aim for in dance, the-
ater, visual aris and music.

The new curriculum calls for greater
emphasis on:

+ skills and knowledge as objectives

* diverse genres and styles of music

« creative skills

* problem-solving and higher-order

thinking skills

* interdisciplinary relationships

+ assessment

The Standards emphasize musie educa-
tion throughont a student’s elementary and
secondary school career. The 50 states are
at various stages in implementing them.
Twenty-four have completed the approval
process on new state policy and 20 more are
nearing this step.

As time goes on, [ will be telling you
more about the Standards and what we, as
Barbershoppers, can do to encourape their
implementation. This was the focus of the
Music Education Summit and a great deal
of interchange of ideas and information took
place. This will be sorted and sifted, edited
and refined, and used by all the orpaniza-
tions to encourage music to rise to new
heights in our schools.

As you can imagine, this will not happen
instantly or easily. No musical fairy god-
mother will wave a magic wand and make
music an integral part of our schools and
communities. Thal is why SingAmerica &
SingCanada is so inportant. With the help

of our network of Barbershoppers, we can
serve as a catalyst to make things happen.

We can be advocates in our own eom-
munifies to encourage school boards and
business leaders to shine a spotlight on mu-
sic. We can fund projects that will help
tcachers, siudents, school choruses, and
community choirs enjoy vocal music more
and encourage what they are lrying to ac-
complish. The Barbershop Harmony Soci-
ely can, indeed, become a leader in not only
preserving barbershop harmony, but in “pre-
serving and encouraging vocal nmusic in our
education syslems and in our communities,
as a lifelong recreational activity and an es-
scntial element in one’s cultural well-being.”

Perhaps one of the most gratifying as-
pects of the Summit was the fact that so
many groups are coming together in a com-
mon cause. As | said, 45 organizations at-
tended, and while some represented band
and orchestra interests, there were at least
25 organizations that represented choral or
choral and instrumental interests.

Our Society has already become involved
in projects and partnerships with Sweet
Adelines International, MENC, the Ameri-
can Choral Directors Association, Chorus
Amgcrica and Piu Mu Alpha Sinfonia. We
renewed our common bond with these folks
at the Summit and also made new contacts
with the National Federation of Music
Clubs, Music Teachers National Association,
Early Music America and others. It is cer-
tainly through partnering and coalitions that

Reminisce, the 1995
SPEBSQSA seniors
quartet champion,
eniertained during the
closing ceremonies at
the National Music
Education Summit,
held in Washington,
D. C., in September.
Shown at [eft are (I to
r): John Adams, tenor;
Scott Werner, lead;
Dick Whitehouse, bass
and Alan Durick, bari.
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we can accomplish national and interna-
tional goals.

But, the Society is already recognized as
a lcader in this work. This was obvious,
particularly among members of MENC,
whose leadership I met with in depth fol-
lowing the Swmmit.

Something else emphasized the visibility
anud leadership of the Society at the Summit.
At five points during the two-day event, short
musical perforinances were lrighlighted. The
Quantico Marine Band opened the event, a
string quartet played at lunch, a jazz pianist
played at a reception and the U. S. Arimy Brass
Quintet played after dinner,

At the closing session, however it was our
own 1995 International Seniors Quartet
Chawmnpion Reminisce, that entertained.
John Adams, Scott Werner, Alan Durick and
Dick Whitehouse were introduced clo-
quently by President Hanrahan and en-
thralled about 75 seasoned (many profes-
sional) musicians. They did our Society, our
hobby and our art form proud.

Inunediately following that performance,
the music director of the National Symphony
Orchestra, world-famous conducter Leonard
Slatkin, gave the closing address. His words
were from the heart about what music has
meant to him throughout his life and how
music educators in elementary and second-
ary school contributed to him as a person.
He began his remarks, however, by saying,
“As niy colleagues singing here showed us,
music is so important to our lives”” When
Maestro Slatkin recognizes a barbershop

ticipate in a Choral Music Teacher Enrich-
ment Institute.

Work has also started on a strategic plan
for SingAmerica & SingCanada for the fu-
ture, projects to fund as contributions in-
crease, and a manual for district and chap-
ter service chairmen to use in working with
chapters, quartets and choruses to increase

the support effectiveness of both
SingAmerica & SingCanada and
Heartspring.

This is an exciting period in our Society's
history. To think that, as we enjoy our won-
derful hobby, we can also make a difference
in others’ lives is awesome.

A new publication of MENC entitied
Kids’ Voices has gathered quotes from
school children about their feelings regard-
ing music. Let me leave you with one from
a second grader in Ohio: “I like music be-
cause it fits in my life, day or night. Life
Just got better with music.” £

What is Santa bringing you for Christmas?

How would you like 1o
find the lush and
dynamio sounds of The
Musio Never Ends by
tha Vooal Majority in
YOUR stooking? Have
Santa give us 4 oall
and we'll take sare of
averything!

TeD beal

never:
ds

I'm the Hutic Wan, 1 | Give My Heaet to You, Nat King Cols Hadlay, Ruania' Wild [1994 Contet|, Jim Claney's

ariangamant of

plut many mor for over SO minutes of fabuleus YM muste,

quartet as his colleagues, we have taken an- Ir =N —(T _____ d_ - = | ;R)(—/%— -i
other significant step in our leadership. ‘ Recor lngs Or er FO rm |
Beyond the Summit . I — f Make your check payable to The Vocal Majority and mail form I

SingAmesica & SingCanada continues 0| 771 B i : ;#f of 1 The Vocal Majorty, POB 29904, Dallas, TX 75729 |
gain momentum. e Buckeye Invita- 288
tional, held in August, the proceeds fromthe || The Music Never Ends or Phone or Fex Toll Free 1.800.YMSONGS |
silent auction were given to the movement. | | Best of the Early Years PRICF(S ANl CDs are $15.00. AN casete tapss are $100 |
At the upcoming midwinter convention in | 111 Be Secing You Free gift with the purchase of 3 or mere recordings of ene format |
Sacramento, a special Thursday night show | § Order Total (US dollats only) |
will benefit SingAmerica & SingCanadaand | For God, Couatry & You TEXAS Residents add 8.25% sales tax |
will feature a wonderful youth show choir l Yoices in Harmony Shipping charges |
gzl}x;lrlnsss Special Feature and other top || Alehuia (Chrise TOTAL CHECK or CHARGE |

‘TOT 'S,

We will soon be recommending two or || The Secret of Christmas [IVisa [ Mastercard [ Check |
three grants from SingAmerica & | Stars & Stripes - Acoustix Card#| | Bxp.Dae [ ] |
SingCanada that will illustrate the kind of | S orSomnd - Acouth Name |
important projects that can be supported by | ——————————————— 4 {{ress |
our contributions. We are currently work- | IShiDPl;DJE_‘ For shipping in the US add §2.50{ “* . |
ing on a grant proposal that could bring 100 | For Sh'lfﬂ%'}g_‘w_t%i@e‘h?'usadd $500 City, 8T, Zip |
music educators to Harinony College to par- | UPS shipping add $1.50  NO-ovetaight | phone Required |

L ———— - A
November/December 1996 SHarimomizer 23



Youth Harmony Gamp a huge success

Reaching Out

by Jolm Krizek, Far Western District Connnunications Officer

“high™ that glowed on the faces of all
who left Camp Wrightwood in South-

ern California on Sunday, June 30. The Far
Western District’s first Youth Harmony
Camp was an unqualified success, with 130
students in attendance, plus eight music
teachers, and two day-timers, for whom
there was no sleeping room at the camp.
Overall camp boss Todd Woolley turned
away more that 20 potential registrants dur-
ing the last week because the camp was full.

They camc fromn as far away as Show
Low, Arizona; Cedar City, Utah; and Reno,
Nevada. They ranged in age from 11 to 21,
with most being of high school age. An all-
star faculty of 15 led by Lloyd Steinkamp
and Dr. Val Hicks led the youngsters through
a busy schedule of group learning, break-
out sessions, quartet coaching, and tag-bust-
ing.

Saturday morning, the boys were broken
into pods of 15 or 16 each for three one-
hour sessions of sound matching and craft
with different coaches. Saturday afterncon,
there was time for fun and games and jump-
ing in the pool.

Then it was back to the risers as a group
before adjourning to the campfire for a
“show,” including gang singing, songs from
a few organized high school quartets, a jug-
gler, a wonderful African round taught by
one of our guest teachers, and a performance

It was more thal a mountain-induced

A total of 168 students, teachers, barﬁershop faculty and helpers allended the Far

-sr. R

Waestern District's first Youth Harmony Camp in June. The T-shirts read: "YO—Ask

me about FWD Youth Camp '96”

by faculty headliner quartet, Rhiythm and
Rliyme.

“I thought I was the only guy in school
who liked to sing!” was a common refiain.
“I couldn’t believe how much these guys did
to make us feel welcome,” was another.

“As a teacher, | have attended many
workshops (and paid a lot more to do so)
where I felt mich Iess supported and appre-
ciated than [ did at your camp, * wrote one
teacher. “It was a thoroughly delightful ex-

perience in every way—educational and
fun!”

“T have a changed bunch of boys,” re-
ported another.

The buzz is still going on, about what we
accomplished and where we go from here.
Can we do it again next year? That will de-
pend on how well we support the Far West-
ern District Youth Education Fund, which
macde this wonderful experience possible.

Below, left, Mike McGee found a place under the pine trees to
conduct a harmonizing workshop al the FWD Youth Harmony
Camp. Below, right, Mark Freedkin used the “risers” for his
coaching session at the FWD Youth Harmony Camp in June.
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B Indianapolis International Convention Registration ¢ June 29—July 6, 1997 N
0 INSTRUCTIONS ) i
| Complete order form and mail with Date Chapter name [ |
B paymentto: SPEBSQSA, 6315 Third . [
g Avenue, Kenosha, W1 53143-5199. Name ___ = Nickname 0
Registration fee includes a conven- Spouse/guest name Nickname
B on badge, areserved scat at ali conlest Address [
J sessions and a souvenir program. [ |
B Il you register for more than one City State Zip Code i
person, please lwrnish camnplete infor- Telephone Bus.{ ) Res.{ )
B mation for each person on a separate |
B sheet and attach to this order form. - |
J . Allregistrations received prior to Quantity | Type Rate Total (US funds) i
i June 1, 1997 will be mailed. Those Adult (Postmatked by 12/31/36) $75.00ea.| $ 0
received alter that date may be picked
B up at the convention registration area Aduit (Postmarked after 1/1/97) $00.00ea.| $ [
beginning Monday, July 1, 1997, Mail-
i ings will be made during the month of Jr. under 12 {Posimarked by 12/31/96) $37.50 ea. $ i
: May 1997. . Jr. under 12 (Postmarked after 1/1/97) | $45.00ea.| $§ :
Full regisirations purchased during A0 53 PEH fot each B registraiions ordered. e
[ the convention week are $100 for adults (Example: 18, 53, 916, 3: ele.) (=78 § 3.00 B
and $50 for juniors (under age 12). TOTAL $
i Make checks payable to [
B SPEBSQSA. When you receive con- 0 Please check here if you have a disability and may require accommoda- [ |
g {umation, please keep it as your re- tion in order to fully participate in the convention. You will be conlacted i
0 ceipt. by a staff member to discuss your specific needs. 1
Registrations may be transferred
B o oﬂﬂ:ﬁ juerS(; ”f b:'f,« ﬂ,;):”a{e”NO'?‘ Q MasterCard U VISA Exp. date: mo year [
! lable.
: refunda Account No. - - T | :
M o o PO N N N B N N A e e e aw ww ol

No matter what your travel
needs may be...

Camelot Travel Services
is here to fit all the pieces

together for coordinated,
smooth and carefree travel.

% \
Y& X ¥n
CAMELOT

TRAVEL SERVICES

It all adds up to a1 easy choice...
No membership fees or dues.
$150,000 travel insurance on airline tickets.

Discoumted rates on crujses, tours, cars and hotels.

Illy for less anytime. Special promotion with major air carrier.

Cash rebates on airline tickets, cruises, tours, Ammtral and senior citizen coupon boolks.
Camelot Travel Services is here for all your travel needs, especially for the
SPEBSQSA Mid-Winter Conference in Sacramento, January 20 - 26, 1997

Call toll free: 1-800-877-5444, and mention your aceess code SPLILS,

Monday through Friday, 7:00 AM (o G:00 PM, MDT
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California and Qhio represented
at NZABS convention

Members of the San Jose Chapter’s Gar-
den City Chorus and 1991 international
quartet champion The Ritz participated in
the NZABS national convention in
Wellinglon, New Zealand, in early August.
The Ritz served as contest judges and head-
lincrs for numerous shows during and fol-
lowing the convention week. The San Jose
chorus and several of its quartets competed
in the “visitor” category, and appeared on
several shows staged during convention
wecek.

The week after the convention, The Ritz
and about ten members from San Jose stayed
over to serve as clinicians for the “down
under” version of Harmony College. The
108 students were an almost equal mix of
Australians, or “Aussies,” and New
Zealanders, or “Kiwis.”

Danish chorus host of European
guartet contest

The first Europcan Male Barbershop
Quartet Championship took place in
Herning, Denmark, a beautiful town in the
middle of Jylland. The convention started
late Friday, September I3, when
barbershoppers from around Europe arrived
at the Hotel Eyde to enjoy some “pre-glow”
with dining, drinking and singing.

Throughout Saturday, there were various
coaching sessions for the competing quar-
tets, and a massed sing look place under the
direction of Lars Holmstrom. The compe-
tition was held at the Herning Congress Cen-
ter, where sone of ihe top quartets of Eu-
rope had gathered to give the audicnce a
thrilling and entertaining experience. Four-
somes represented Germany, Sweden and
The Netherlands.

The top six quartets appeared before a
full house at an evening Gala Show. Spe-
cial guest of the night was Growing Girls,
1989 Sweet Adelines champion from Swe-
den. Also appearing was the host chorus,
The Singing Shavers, and Pearls of the
Sound, a Sweet Adclines chorus from
Heisingborg, Sweden. &

Shown above, members of the San Jose, Calif., Chapler's Garden City Chorus
participated in the NZABS national convention last August.

Shown above, The Ritz put on a “command performance” at the residence of U. S.

Ambassador Josiah Besman while the 1991 champion quartet was in Wellingon,
New Zoaland, for the NZABS convention.

Shown at left, Jeb
Stewart (right) taught
tags to an enthusiastic
group of Australian
and New Zealand
barbershoppers atthe
Harmony College held
“down under.”

26

November/December1996



G GLEN DHILLIDS
UNIEORMS
TRUE WHOLESALE
A H

TUXEDOS
BLACK TUXEDO ;Sils $91.90
TUXEDO PANTS $21,95

SHIRTS
WING COLLAR $12,95
LAY DOWN COLLAR $12.95
BAND COLLAR $17.95
ACCESSORIES
CUMMERBUNDS $5.95
BOW TIES 51.95

CUM & TIE SETS $7.90
LAME BOW TIES $4.95

LAME SETS CALL!
{AVAILABLE IN OVER 50 COLORS)

rwavﬁes

ub;m:i mh exciting saund, 1’ | h"i.ihiﬁ ﬂfﬂm best a mppma
E

Interstate Rivals » Kecpsake

| | |
ii,’rt;.‘-i' mm gals can really sing. Their roots are in bar b«lr.‘:op, but they've gone | VESTS

other level with their Pied Piper and Modernaires 1ype haymony.” ' CK FULL BACK
ee Craig, CrackerJills * Arranger * Director «Judge ¢ Coach gll-ﬁWL gqpﬁ ¢ $21,95
EI!J"‘W'IIIM { enjoy abaut the Ainvaves is the variety of music they handle so well. It's FULL BACK NO LAPEL
olivians they love what they do." MANY COLORS $18. 95
Liz Hardcastle, Ambiance
3 A & MISC,
Christmas with The Airwaves KNIT POLO SHIRTS $13.95
“Harmonies that will Touch Your Heart” SUSPENDERS $4.95
TOP HATS $14.95
14 Great Sc ey
sWhite Christmas || C\J\l(\l— o ‘Ies Alﬁ#{fﬁﬁ%ﬂ#ﬂﬁ!&ﬂgﬁﬁyb
.Th:r Chr;_s[mas Souéj_ . ,;//——-_z ® ‘.w QQ)QQ,O SAME DAY SHIPPING
*Sleigh Ride L)B( (‘,Clpk
sSilent Night = L UNCONDITIONALLY
. = GUARANTEED
*i'1l Be Home Fur €
slet It Sno“a' Let : . CUSTOM UH,FORM DESIGN
'lf{lﬂv;:_’i’?:selt’ i‘ [y "e ChTr?stmas | BIG & TALL SPECIALISTS
ockin’ Around The £ st ias Tree f NO ORDER T0O BIG
*Many More OR T00 SMALL

PLEASE CALL FOR
OUR FREE CATALOG

1-800-841-1620
9AM:5PM EST,

oM Mo (e, Coris Arcopbad

irwaves ) f
{lllp Jhwwwaone, -. i
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Convention hotels- -what the future holds

by Ken Buckner, Manager of Conventions & Meetings

For many years, we lhave been able fo
imake arrangeinents with our convention
hotels to waive any advance deposit require-
ments and they have been agreeable to this,
as well as being very flexible aboul cancel-
lation notices. Well, things are going to
change.

Int order to more accurately control their
revenucs, many hotels are now insisting on
a “one night’s deposil.” This is right upon
us and wiil be in place in Lwo or three years.
For many corporate conventions, this is the
norm. And, realistically speaking, 1l pro-
vides protection for us as well as for the
hotel.

Hotels are beginning to look at the im-
pact carly check-outs have on their revenues.
I am constantly asked questions about why
someone makes a reservation and cancels
at the Tast minute, or checks-in and checks-
out the next day. [n the very ncar future, we
can look for hotels to implement an extra

charge for carly departure. This is being
studicd by many of the hotels we will be
using at our international and midwinter
convertions. Some of you have probably
experienced this in your business travel.

Basically, it works like this. When you
check into a hotel, the fromt desk clerk will
ask you to confirm your departure date. You
will be advised that a fee ($20 to $50) will
be charged it you check out eatlier that the
date you indieate. Now you ask; what ifit’s
an emergency? Well, the hotels have indi-
cated that they will not charge an early de-
parturc fee if the reason is no fault of the
guest.

The days of the §9.95-per-night motel at
the interstate junction are, I'm afraid, gone
forever. In the past two to threc years, ] have
scen a rather deamatic increase in hotel rates.
From year (o year we can expect a 4-5 per-
cent increase in daily rates. In a few years,
rates in the $100-per-night range will be the

norm, These rates are aiready in place in
some of our convention hotels.

When we award our convention to a city,
a greal deal of importance in placed on how
the economics impacts attendance. Much
time is spent talking with the hotel sales
people about our attendees and the need for
an affordable convention, cspecially hotel
rates. Every effort is put forth in order to
get the best ratc available. Your best inter-
esls are also mine!

And finally, when you're at a Socicty
convention and you feel like you're getting
a bad deal or something happens that doesn’t
sit just right, don’t live with it and wait until
you get home to write a letter of complaint—
come to the convention office right then.
Let’s try to get the problem solved in real-
time.

See you in Sacramento! =

your way to 7th heaven.

afe appiupriss for contiat b

AmThology

Would you like The Ritz to sing for you in your own home?
How about & command performance in your car on the way to
work? Well, with Ritz Recordings you can hear your favorite
International Champion anytime you feel that barbershop urge.
Choose any of the classics from The Ritz and you'll be on

Remember, The Ritz now accepts MasterCard/VISA. Use
the order form or simply call toll free 1-800-555-2324.

The sbstebativg, sals of e tserthdog of noflic il reoordingy 1s 604 2 reprogestatiog Qs the coptenis of sugh reormings

The Ri{z Anthelogy

Sub total

Amounl Enclosed

VISAMC #

The dIost Wenderful Tlme of (he Year
CD @ §15
Cassetle @ S10

CD @ §49
Casselte @ S$33
The Ritz Swingin’ On A Star [
CD @ S15 |
Casseune @ $J0
Od Songs Are Just Like Old Friends
CD @& S§t3
Cassette @ 510
I’nt Beginning To See The Light
CD @ 515
Casseite @ 510
The Ritz on Mooalight Bay
Ch @ $15
Casxelte @ 310

Shipping & Handling

non I o o

$2.00

Exp Date

Signalure

MName

Address

Cily, §t, Zip

Phone (% o S—— R
Send this order form and your check made payable Lo :

(foreign orders speeify “US Fands™)

Rilz Recordings * Box 126 + Onkwood, OH 45873

The Ritz
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A grand evening for
harbershopping

by Chris Duston, President,
Witnington, Del., Chapter

The 1,100-seat Grand Opera House in
Wilmington is celebrating its 125th anniver-
sary and, like many traditional performing
aris centers, is facing financial troubles. The
chapter has been working 1o sct up one or
two performanees there in the coming year
and was asked (o participate in their Board
of Trustees meeting,

The Four Alarm Fire quartet—Dave
Knox, lead; Scott Sherman, bass; Jeff Mead-
ows, tenor and Ritchie Levene | bari, offered
to fulfill the request. In the dressing room
before the performance, the quartet found
out it was sandwiched befween the very for-
mal Concerto Soloist Chamber Orchestra of
Philadelphia and the renowned Russian Bal-
let of Delaware. Where they had expectled
to be singing in a small conference room to
a Board of Directors, they found themselves
warming up on stage with an expected au-
dience to include 100 of Wilmington’s elite!

I quickly ushered them inside a room for
a pep talk; “There's a big difference between
them and us. Without The Grand (o give
thenm substance, they will wither and die.
The Grand, on the other hand, needs us. We
don’t have to compete with them. Just go
out and represent barbershop as you know
it best.”

After 90 minutes of spceches, the time
came for the entertainment. The chamber
orchestra performed first.

Suddenly, Four Alarm Fire vaulted onto
the stage. With a quick toot of a pitch pipe,
they started “Jeepers, Creepers.” Now, the
enterraimment was making the audience part
of the show! Ending the set with “Hello
wvlary Lou” led to rousing applause. Every-
one was awake by now.

The ballet was exquisite, but their re-
corded music and dancing couldn’t match
the warmth of the quartet. During dinner,
the quintet and dancers were politely ac-
knowledged, but left pretty much alone. Our
quartet was approachcd by so many people
that 1t was hard to get them some food, and
dessert was alimost gone before they got to
it,

Foilowing dinner, only the quartet was
asked 1o perform again. With a moving in-
terpretation of “Hearl of My Heart,” the
evening ended. Barbershop had made a
grand impression in Wilmington. £

Celebrate The Holidays With

The Masters Ofﬂ{armony,
; sﬂ‘:ﬁ-‘m*ﬁf@i

\ (Carolix

Carolingl Carolingl Includes Carof of the Belis,
O Holy Night, Christmas Wallz Mediay, The Liltie
Drummer Boy, Lo, How A Rose E'sr Blooming, Ring
De Christmas Bells, Sliver Bells, Gift Carol,
Lights, Silent Night, Auld Lang Syne and more.
And don't miss our Showlme & Masterplece
albums.They all make great holiday gifts, Order nowl

The disiributbon, ale or advedising of unolficlal recordings s not a represen-
talion thal the conlenls of such recotdings are sudabla lat contest use,

CarolinglCaroling!
CD(s)

_ & 815=__
Cassettels) @ $10=
Showtime
CD(s) @%15=
Cassette{s) @%$10=
Mastemplece
____CD(s) @%i5=_
Cassefte{s) @$10=
Shipping & Handling  $2.50
TOTAL ENCLOSED
Name
Address
Ciy
State Zip

If paying by chack or Momla:y Order, make

payable to: MASTERS ©

HARMONY

Or charge: Q VISA or O MasterCard

Card 8

Expiration dale
Authorzed Signature:

Bast of

Mall 1o; Russ Johnson,
9201 Gaymont Avenua
Downey CA 90240

Forelgn oideis, please mark check or Mcner Order

for “1.S. Funds” and include an addtional $
shipplng & handling,

00 fer

|

CHORUSES AND QUARTETS

Raise Money!
GeNeraTe INTEREST!
INCReASE EXpOSURE!

Preserve Your Music Forever!

Trpte Disc

Qualily CDs for the Common Man

PH: 1-540-899-3981 £AX: 1-540.373-3902

Packages start as low as $2.00 per CD
All packages Include CDs, CD cases, arfwork, assembly and poly-wiap
Your group can have ts own CDI Al Taiple Disc, we pride
ourselves on providing quallly CDs on fime and at reasonable prices.
A\fold the middie man, conl Taiple Dise todayl Coll far our free brochurel

4621 Micky LN Fredaiicksburg, VA 22408

N]O G Il

1- 800 414 7564
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in the North Dakota State Fair by the
Minot, N. D., Chapter. The sign on the
front of the floal identified the chapter

Shown at rightis the parade ftoat entered , '
|

chorus, the Nodakords of Minot. | :

‘u'\"{

r 4 % 1

Shown at left are members of the
Marietta, Ga., Chapter who worked
various venues al the Centennial
Olympic Games in Allanta. Other
members hosted competitors and their
tamiles. One of the hot items during the
games is pin trading, and many
attendees were soon sporting Big
Chicken Chorus lapel pins, traded for
with Olympic pins.

At left, four “Golden Oldies” harmonized
for the crowd at the San Diego Chapter's
50th anniversary celebration in June.
Shown are (I to r): Roy Kindle, Rudy
Wissler, Buzz Haeger and Gary
Malthews.
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Two of the Sociely's top-ranking small
choruses shared the stage when the
Louisville Metro Chapter chorus
appeared on the Greendale, Wis.,
Chapter show in August. Shown at right
are the combined groups, fronted by
Midwest Vocal Express Director Russ
Foris. Inset: the Louisville Times,
directed by Mark Hale, in its own
segment.

A conlingent from the Des Moines, lowa,
Pride of lowa chorus participated in a
welcome-home ceremony in August for
National Guard troops mobilized in 1995
for the Bosnia crisis. Shown al right, the
group relaxed belween performances.

At lelt, members of the Hilllop, Minn.,
Chapter performed the U. S. and
Canadian anthems at the Brainerd
International Raceway in August. The
VLQ was comprised of (1 to r): Allen Gray,
Corey Hanson, Brad Jans, Dan
Erlandson, Jim Lutz, Bruce Watson and
John Kleiber.

The East Aurora, N. Y., Chapter hosted
the Heart of Holland chorus for three
days after the visitors from The
Netherlands competed at the Salt Lake
City convention in July. Shown above,
the chorus gave an impromptu
performance just before boarding the
Maid of the Mist at Niagara Falls.

November/December 1996
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Soctetly President Tim Hanrahan got a chance to sing
lead with Variety during his retirament luncheon in Los
Angeles last August. Shown above (I to r) are: John
Rambo, tenor; Hanrahan, Joe Palmquist, bass and
Bob Clark, bari.

Above, The Tulsa Tradltlon sang birthday
greetings to Pauline Hall, widow of Society co-
founder Rupert Hall, on her 95th birthday. Shown
as Mrs. Hall reads a congratulatory letter from
Executive Director Darryl Flinn are (I to r): Don
Conner, bari; Doug Crowl, bass; Curt Angel, lead
and Tim Ambrgse, tenor.

Yer Fadder’s Mustache is shown at right in a
publicily still from Twentieth Century Fox
promoling Jingle Afl The Way, a feature comedy
film, starring Jim Belushi and Arnold
Swarzenegger, scheduled for release in early
December. Pictured are (1 to r): Bob Clark, bari;
Jim Riddle, tenor; Jim Belushi; Ron Brown, lead
and Bill Wilson, bass.

Just Kiddin’® Around, from the Bryn
Mawr, Pa., CGhapter performed the
national anthem at a Philadelphia Phillies
baseball game in June. Shown at left
are (I to r): Alan Menning, tenor; Dave
Ickes, lead; Charles Lehman, bass and
Dave Cunningham, bari.
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The Diplomats starred as the River City
School Board quartet in a production of
The Music Man in New Hope, a
Minneapolis suburb, in late July. Shown
at right {l to r} are: Gerry Gould, tenor;
Marly McCowan; lead; Maureen Cassidy
as Marian; James Mariat as Harold Hill;
Fritz Herring, bass and Pete Villwock,
bari.

While camping in the mountains of
northeastern Georgia, the Happy
Campers of the Polk County, Fla.,
Chapter, were asked to entertain as parl
of the Olympic Torch Relay celebration
in nearby Clevetand, Ga. Shown at right
{} to r) are: Les Parsons, tenor; Bill
Pafterson, lead; Whitney Fuller, Miss
Teen USA first-runner-up and torch
bearer; Irv Wells, bass and Fran Nolin,
bari.

Following the competition in Salt Lake
City in July, members of quarterfinalist
quartet Onyx cooled off by singing at the
nearby Snowbird Mountain Ski Resort.
Shown atright {| o r) are: Bruce LaMarte,
tenor; Craig Pollard, lead; Brian
Kauffran, bass and Mike Woodruff, bari.

Men of Accord made ten performances in
connection with Olympic Games activities held
in the Athens, Ga., area. Shown at left outside
the soccer stadium are (1 to r): Jim Glenn, tenor;
Chris Clark, lead; Chuck Mason, bass and Doc
Erickson, bari.
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mu Singing Valentines—1996

Time to get ready for Singing Valen-
tines—1997, Shown here are just a few
of the success stories from 1996, when thou-
sands of singing valentines were delivered
all over North America by Society quartets.

Not only is this one of the best PR tools
in our kitbag, but it’s fun to do and can gen-
crate considerable income for chapter cof-
fers ar charitable projects. Don’t forget that
the Singing Valentines Manual is available
from Harmony Markeiplace, stock no. 4058,
for $10.

“Quartet makes hearls sing” was the
newspaper caplion for the Replacement
Parts, a foursome from the South Bend/
Mishawaka, Valparaiso, and Porler-La Porte
County, Ind., chapters, while “Romantic
Interludes” was the newspaper caption for a
singing valentines foursome from the Plan-
ration, Fla., Chapter.

Oue chapter participating in [996 was the
Loveland, Colo., Chapter and members of
its aptly named Valentine City Chorus. The
group delivered 176 valentines and netted
$3,500 toward the purchase of new uni-
forms.

Shown at right is Sound Therapy of the
Modesto, Calif., Chapter, delivering a
singing valentine to bank manager
Carolyn McClure. The members are {|
to r): Bill Kimbrough, bari; Jim Hosker,
bass; John Mennich, lead and Doug
Tibbs, tenor.

..

Robirds. Proceeds netted about $7,500.

Jubileg! was one of the Fullerton, Calif., Chapter quartels
that defivered 234 singing valentines for 1996. Shown above
(I to ry are: Stan Tinkle, Bobby Faris, Art Clayton and Fred

A foursome from the Alexandria, Va., Chapter recorded a Valentine’s Day featuretle
thal was aired on America In The Morning, reaching more than 4,000 Mutual and
NBC radio stations. Shown above being recorded by Mutual/NBC correspondent
Sam Litzinger are {l to r): Eddie Cazenas, tenor; Scott Werner, lead; Bill Cody, bass
and J. J. Jackson, bari,

Above, a chapter quartet was "caught in the act” delivering
singing valentines at Hooters Restaurant in Melborne, Fla.
Shown above are (| to r): Bill Manley, lead; Butch Hill, bass;
Bob Hyland, bari and Joe Solito, tenor. Melborne’s 130
valentines netted $4,000.

34

&Ialfnmizcr‘ November/December!996



Four in a Ford, irom the
Milwaukee, Wis., Chapter,
gither had too much fun
delivering singing valentines
or weren't particular about
where they sang. Shown at
right {1 to r) are: Bill Engelfried
lil, tenor; Bob Fichtner, bass;
Jim Rapp, bari and Rick Van
Gomple, lead.

I 27 o
. ‘f AL

The Rock Valley, Wis., Chapter uses funds raised through
singing valentines to supplement college music scholarships
for graduales of five high schools in the area. Shown above,
teceiving scholarship checks from Singing Valentines
Chairman David Heitzman are Ann Marie Prody {left) and Anne
Tereneus. Since Beloit High School had no gradualing seniors,

the chapter decided to underwrite voice lessons for four boys
in that school's choir.

- PG

Shown above are most of the Kansas City, Mo., Chapter team that delivered 339
singing valentines, raising $13,540 for the Heart of America Chorus Education
Fund and the Children’s Mercy Hospital Audiclogy Department.

Harmony Hall to support
national Singing Valentine
services

With an ever-increasing number of
chapters offering Singing Valentines,
SPEBSQSA will offer national support
in 1997, Among the plans:

1. National media blitz. This year,
we had national coverage on ABC Ra-
dio, Mutual Radio's America in the
Morning, and numerous local stations.
We'll try to top that with nifly “grab-
bers” that will generate national expo-
sure, and help you get local attention,
too. Look for more infarmalion in the
November Update.

2. Mational singing valentines clear-
inghouse. Register your chapler or
quartet with Harmony Hall, and receive
FREE referrals. Chapter registration
forms will arrive wilh November's Up-
date and will also be available on the
SPEBSQOSA Web site.

3. Toll-free referral number. We'll
even hire temps to cover the phones in
Kenosha, to make sure we ¢an handle
the load.

4. Web listing/registration: A Web
page will offer free referrals to enrolled
chapters and quartets. You can also
enroll your program there.

] e ; 1
From The Heart, one of the Alexandria, Va. quartets,
serenaded Belsy Reynolds in her classrcom. Shown above {1
to r} are: Paul Durning, tenor; Bob Wachier, bass; Bruce
Lauther, lead and Bruce Bolstad, bari.
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lwal Swipes 'n’ Swaps

Swipes 'n” Swaps listings are non-commercial ads only, published as a service to readers. Rate: $25 per column inch or portion thereof. All ads subject 1o approval

by the publisher.

CHORUS DIRECTOR WANTED - SPEBSQSA
The Commodore Chorus of Norfolk, Va., seeks a news
director. The ¢hapter is a malure organizalion with 62
members. We von “Most improved Chorues™ in 1992
and 1993. In 1996, vse placed 5th in MAD Southern
Division competition. We are looking for a
knowledgeable, energelic director; a dynamic leader
with excellent communication skills vho ¢an nelp us
attain a contest-winning level. There is a music team
inplace lo help you “make it rappen.” We are but afew
minutes from some of the best beaches on the east
coast and only hours from ithe mountains. The area is
richinculluraland hisloric atiractions, vith a population
of more than 1.5 million—greal for growth potential,
bu! without big city congestion. [nteresled parlies
confact W. D. Bankart a (757) 441-2339 (0} or {757)
486-2272 (H} or whankari@pen.k12.va.us via e-mail.

A dream come true? Could it be possible to live in
southwest Montana and direct your own barbershop
chorus? The Bozeman Ghord Rustlers are accepting
applications for ¢horus director. Must be musically
quatilied and a molivalor who knows hovr to balance
excellence In singing with having fun. We are 35 men,
ages 14 lo 80, with strong communily suppert, and
areit¢hing lobeachorus of 50 to 80. Salary negotiable.
Weekly rehearsals and approx. one performance per
month. Send inquiries to Bernie Bissell, 1207 E. Main,
Bozeman, MT 59715; (406) 5B6-2966,

The Davenpori, lowa, Cherdbuster Ghorus is sesking a
new director, Chapler's vislon is 1o grow by expanding
on a solid base of musical and performance skills.
Applicants should send resumés to Tom Fleming, P.0.
Box 183, Osco, IL 61274; (309) 522-5859.

4 ™
Don’t forget that registration

prices for the 1997 convention in
Indy will increase at the end of
this December. See the
reglistration form on page 25 of
this issue and take advantage by
ordering now!

\ /

CHORUS DIRECTOR WANTED -
SWEET ADELINES INTERNATIONAL

A director is being sought for an Australian Sweet
Adelines champion chorus. The highly molivated
Melbourne Chorus of 85-ples reguires an experienced,
dynamic director. Candidales must be eligible to
immigrale (inquire Australian Embassy) or acquire
six-month Tourist Visa with ability to extend for a
further six months., Apply J. Froellch—phone
(international code) plus 61-3-9878-7937.

UNIFORMS FOR SALE
For sale: 75 1uxes, ecru w/dark brovin, sequinned irim.
Ecru rullled shirts; reversible dark brown/fecru vesis;
brown patent-leather shoes; bow lies. Extra coals,
shirts and shoes. Lot sale §750. Conlacl Gene Ealy,
6525 Sunnyside Rd., Coeur d* Alene, ID 83814; (208)
765-3498,

For sale: 80 deep-red and black, diamond-palterned,
full-fux {adjuslable) vests v/black satin lapels and malch-
ing bow ties. Excellent condition {used one season). All
sizesl Conlact Corky Dobson, 4414 Briardale, San
Antonio, TX 78217; {210) 656-7540.

13" RISERS NEEOED
Heip! Help! The Capital Chordettes are in desperate
need of risars—Wenger Tourmaster 4th step—4‘ long
% 13 wide. If you stashed your 13" risers away after
changing to 18 inchers, we vrould like to buy them.
Contact Anne Axavorthy in Oltawa, Canada; (613) 825-
5834.

UNIFORMS FOR RENT
FOR RENT- World War | replica uniforms (60) complete
with helmet, belt and wrap leggings. Will rent smaller
quantities. Super-successiul shovs theme or conlest
package. ldeal for guarte/chores. Conlacl: Tesry
Johnson, 309 Tioga St., Calasauqua, PA 18032; (610}
264-3533 24 hrs.

MISCELLANEOUS

HELP, | NEED SOMEBODY lo donate: a 1974 Medal-
lion, and pre-1978 convention palches. Also, old
quarlel and chorus buitons and int'l convention pro-
grams from 1941, 1942, 1944, 1947, 1952, 19585,
1963 through 1972, and 1977. Please contact Grady
Kerr, SWD Historian, 8403 Manderville Lane #1072,
Dallas, TX 75231, (214} 369-5893.

MANAGER OF CONVENTIONS & MEETINGS
The Society seeks a qualified candidale to replace Ken
Buckaer, who is reliring August 31, 1997, as manager
of conventions & meetings. A degree in
communicatiens/convention management or equivalent
is required, plus experlence in the hos pitality industry—
planning, organizing and operating convenlions.
Relocation to Kenosha is required. Send complete
resumé to: Roger Lewis, Chairman, Soclety Events
Committes, 20125 12 Mile Road, Battle Creek, MI
49014,

w SCia
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CYBER-TUNE
Glarie F

$34.95

{plus $5.00 S/H)

Call: (318)865-4681

CYBER-TUNE €Classic
* PHE NEW ELECTRONIC PITCH PIPE

pitch with computer accuracy,
never squeaks and still delivers that
familiar reed pipe sound.

CYBER-TUNE @laiile fits comfortably in
your hand and is powered by a 9 volt
battery. Avail. F, C, and Eb keys.

INDEMAC, INC.
Computer Products Div.
6644 St. Vincent Ave.
Shreveport, LA 71106

Kathy Hawkins
and
Jim Miller

Remember the gang that
sang . . . with a photo.

» Official convention photographer for
S.PEBS.QSA. Inc.
» Groups of 4 or 400 - Our specialty

Miller Photography
The Loop Mall

2216 Dundes Road

Loulsville, Y 40205-1881

{502) 454-5688 + 454-5689
1-800-846-7522

MIDWINTER CONVENTION 199T
Don't forget to register for the
midwinter convention—
\_ see page 11. y;
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Cup your hands behind your ears
then read this headline out loud.

You can hear yourself better, can't you? It's because more sound is being reflected into your ears, making
what you hear sound louder and more ctear with richer tones. If you were to read it with your hands over your
ears, the sound would be obstructed and you couldrit hear it as well. This demonstrates how important
acoustical shells and risers are for your performances.

Wenger Travelmaster Acoustical Shells are like placing large
hands behind the collective ears of your group. As a result, everyone
can hear everyone else so timing, balance, blend, articulation and
tone can be perfected. And, like cupping your hands around your
mouth, the shells also help to project your music into the audience.

For the same reason that you would never listen to music with
your hands over your ears, you should never put your choir mem-
e = 1 bersonone level. They'll sing into the backs of the people in front of
Travelmaster Acaistical Shells with Tourmaster 2000 Risers. them and their music will be obstructed. That's why Tourmaster 2000
Risers are just as important as acoustical shells. On risers, the sound of your musicians is projected over the
people in front of them and out toward the audience.

Wenger manufactures the only equipment on the market that goes where choirs go. Travelmaster Shells
and Tourmaster 2000 Risers are designed to 2o up and down stairs, in and out of small storage areas, around
tight corners and into a van or bus for shows on the road.

Travelmaster Shells and Tourmaster 2000 Risers are recognized world-wide as the most functional, mobile
and durable performance equipment you can buy.

Now, we're going to ask you to do one more thing with your hands. Pick up

the phone and call your Wenger Representative at 1-800-733-0393, Dept. 86RD. w w
Youll like what you hear Wg

©1993, WENGER CORPORATION




Miteli Miller hosts a barbershop spectacudar featiuving stellar performanees by,
¢ e Gas House Gang, 1993 SPEBSOSA lnternational Quartet Clianion

o Marquis, 1995 SPEBSOSA International Quariel Clhanipion

r Showtime, 1992 Sweet Adelines Interitional Quartet Champlan

s Gem City Chorus, five-time Sweet Adelines tnternational Chorus Champrion

See pages 20-2| for details




