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WINTER WEEKEND GETAWAY IN THE CATSKILL MOUNTAINS OF NEW YORK

HARMONY HOLIDAY 1998

An annuat barbershop event supporting Heartspring (Institute of Logopedics) for almost 30 years

January 16 - 18

All At The
New" Pines Resort

Parade of Championship

South Fallsburg, New York Barbershop Harmony Featuring:
Rece{'zt{y Completec.i Yesteryear
$6.5 mllllon Reno vation 1997 International Quartet Champion, SPEBSQSA

Gas House Gang
|NCLU DED IN YOU R 1993 International Quartet Champion, SPEBSQSA

HARMONY HOLIDAY PACKAGE:

* Nightly lodging at the “New" Pines Resort Hotel
* Six "all you can eat" gourmet meals with
choice of menu, including non-Kosher

Ramapo Valley
Sweet Adelines Chorus

International Chorus Chainpion {(many tines)

* TV Personality Lou "Simon Sez" Goldstein under the direction of Renee Craig
* Freddie King's "Sing, Laugh and Learn"
Barbershop Bash Daybreak

* Saturday Afternoon Quartet Showcase

* Open Bar Cocktail Party with hot and cold
hors d'eeuvres, Music and Dancing

¢ New Health Club and Fitness Center
with the latest equipment

Sweel Adeline International Finalist Quartet

The Management

1996 International Quarter-Finalist Quartet and

* Crystai lce Skating Palace Northeast District Quartet Champion, SPEBSQSA
* Olympic Indoor Swimiming Pool

* Sauna Cornerstone

* Indoor Tennis Courts (nominal charge) 1995 Buckeye Invitational Quartet Champion

Seneca Land District Medalist, SPEBSQSA

FOR INFORMATION AND RESERVATIONS
800-367-4637 (U.S.)

914-434-6000 (Canada)
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Yesteryear—up close and personal
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Vocal Majority—eight time gold medal chorus
Some thoughts leading to an unprecedented victory, plus action photos.
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Quartet memeoirs by the late Randy Chisholim.
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Let’s Harmonize!

by Darryl Flinn, Executive Director

We are listening

ne of the great joys of being execu-

tive director is that alimost daily we

in Kenosha hear from meimbers far
and wide on a variety of topics. We hear
good and positive words about how much
this great hobby and our beloved Society
means to our members. Sometimes we get
a specific cotnplaint or concern. Most of-
ten, we just hear what is on your mind. I’'ve
chosen a few recent letters to share in part.

In response to our shining a light on the
“Q” in SPEBSQSA, a couple of Ontario
Barbershoppers, Bob and Paul, say ... “We
think you should spend at least as much time
promoting chorus singing as you do
guartetting.”” And we say, “Thanks guys, of
course. You are right on.” Our choruses are
the mother’s milk that feeds and nourishes who
we are and what we do. There arec many thou-
sands of us who have no designs on
quartetting, yet are avid chorus singers.

Our choruses, just like our quartets, are
where we sing, laugh and have fun, where
we live, grow old, and (too often) dic, Our
choruses are where men play, share, achieve,
and are part of a team. Our chorus, too,
wraps its arins around our families. I'm con-
vinced that this beloved quartet Socicty of
ours would fail were it not for our 807 cho-
ruses making a place for you and me—a
place that we would rather be on Wednes-
day night than almost anywhere ¢lse on this
spaceship Earth,

Another wonderful and very obvious sug-
geslion came from “Binx™ who says, “Ev-
ery man should be required to sing a Pole
Cat song in a ‘four-tet’ as his admission to
the chapter meeting.” He went on with lots
of great ideas about the Barberpole Cat pro-
gram. We said, “Thanks for the bump.” We
get so busy being busy that we forget what
a fabulous tool we have in the Barberpole

Cat program. It's a good thing. Let’s duslt it
off and try it again.

Steve says, “For the past few years my par-
ticipation with my chorus has been minimal.
The chapter is chronically in stress. The mem-
bers have quit learning. They don’t do things
with other chapters. There is no evidence ofa
quartet development program. The chorus
singing and performing is mediocre. Several
of our old guys continue to ‘run the show.
The rehearsal hall is the pits. Less than half
of our members are active. The fun happens
because of the great guys who are holding
things together and not because of the good
music or performing skills. The bottom linc
is, I cannot make a commilment any longer,
nor can [ bring a guest.”

We said, “This chapter is the perfect
choice for the new ‘chapter coach’ to work,
His job, if your chapter invites him in, is to
help the chapter evaluate its circumstances
adwministratively, financially, socially, and
musically, then to help reinvent the future.
The chapter coach will come equipped with
lots of training, tools, ideas, and inspiration.”
I told Steve that I hoped someday he’d be
back singing, having fun, and be proud to
bring a guest.

A fellow judge from Texas says, “Gershwin
can be forced into the barbershop style, but
for my money, we should not permit such
songs in our contests.” Another judge from
JAD says, “So what? The system is in place
that allows us to reduce our scores accord-
ingly” Another asks, “What are we becom-
ing, a stand-up comedy socicty?” An LOL
Jjudge offers, “I heard songs that sounded more
like vocal jazz than barbershop.”

We say, “Great observations, fellas! We’ve
heard it too, and some may think that just

continued on page 3

SPEBSQSA Board of Directors

Tim Hanrahan, Seclely President
215 Hedgecock Courl, Satellite Beach, FL 32937
thhirish@@aol.com
Chuck Walson, Society Exccutive Vice President
784 McCall Courl, Columbus, OH 43235
Fd Waesche, Society Treasurer
6 Visla Lane, Melville, NY (1747
Dick Shnw, Sociely Immediate Past President
15 Vagaboad Lane, Winter Haven, FL 338581
Darryl Flinn, Soeiety Executive Director/Board Secretary
ox afficio
Iim Bagby, Soctety Doard benther
8714 E. 57th Terrace, Kansas Cily, MO 64129
Phil Fisher, Sociely loard Member
10¢ E. Monroe, Williamspor, TN 47993
16111231 T@eompusenve.com
Don Gubbins, Society Board Member
4110 Avenline Rd., Cameron Park, CA 95682
Ric Haythorn, Soetely Board Member
4124 Fliniridge, Dallas, TX 75244
ric624¢@aol.com
Jolm Krizck, Society Board Member
13615 Debby S, Van Nuys, CA 91401
Charles Melzger, Soctely Doard Member
10324 [45A 51, Surrey, BC VIR 381 CANADA
cmetzgen@asionel.com
Brian O’Leary, Soelety Doard Member
PO, Box 3174, Woburn, MA 01888-2074
Charlic Rese, Society Board Member
P.O. Box 7885, Rocky Mounl, NC 27804
Dale Schulz, Sgeiely Doard Member
106G8 Waters Forest Dr., Dnbuque, 1A 52003-9667
Russ Sccly, Society Board Member
1626 Barnsbury, W, Bloomfeld, MI 48324
John Walker, Society Board Member
RI3 42, Box 99G, Cambridge Springs, PA 16403

Affiliate Organizations

AUSTRALIAN ASSOCIATION CF MLEN BARDERSHOP
SINGERS (AAMBS) David Russzll, Peesident, 286 William Sieect,
Dathurs, New South Wales 2795, Australia

BARDERSHOR IN GERMANY (BinG1)
Regine Forst, President, Lange Strassc 66,
H 41 Dortmund, Germany

BRITISH ASSCCIATION GF BARDERSHOP SINGERS (BADBS)
Chas Owen, Vice Chainman, 1 Orchard Way, Bovingdon,
Herts LIP3 0JD, Uniled Kingdom

DUTCH ASSOCIATION OF BARBERSHOP SINGLRS {DADBS)
Johan Kruy1, President, Columba 433,
Dsselstein 3402 HD, The Retherlands

IRISH ASSOCIATION OF BARBERSHOP SINGLERS {TADRS}
Mark Elmes, Chairman, Fir 11ill House, Monkstonn,
County Cork, Ireland

NEW ZEALAND ASSOCTATION OF BARBERSHOP SINGERS
(NZADS) Meil Ciberton, President, 95%a Beach Road,
Torbay, Auckland, New Zealand

SOCIETY OF NORDIC BAREBLERSLIIOP SINGERS (SNODS)
Kjell Lindberg. President, Norringsvigen 54,
S-141 43 Huddinge, Sweden

SOUTITERN PART OF AFRICA TONSORIAL SINGERS {SPATS)
Jercmy Reymolds, President, c/o Logan Systems, 5525 LBJ Freeway,
Dallas, TX 75240

Conventions
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. June 27-July 4
ceeeee July 2-9
oo July 1-8
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. January 25-31
January 24-30
January 22-28
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hank you for the privilege of serving

I as your Society president for the past

two years. The close of the 1997 tran-

sition year also marks the end of my second

termn, and during that time the Society has

made great strides in changing to the new

management structure. Also during the past

two years, you have responded to the vari-

ous membership campaigns and have started
our membership climbing again.

In past articles, I have told you about the
Chapter Coaches Program and the positive
impact that a Chapter Coach can have on
his assigned chapters. It wasn’( hard, then,
for me to volunteer for the program as an-
other way to contribute when my term as
president is over. The Chapter Support and
Leadership Training (CSLT) Committee ac-
cepted iy application and, on July 25, 1
joined more than 40 other applicants at the
Chapter Coach Training Seminar at Missouri
Western State College,

It was an intensive and fantastic week-
end. The CSLT Committee trainers were
outstanding. Tswould highly recormimend that
you apply for the Chapter Coaches Program
if you want to make some significant con-
tributions to our chapters and our Society!
Your District Vice President for Chapter
Support and Leadership Training can sup-
ply you with the details. Call him now!

One of my fellow applicants at the semi-
nar was Dick Johnson of the Evergreen Dis-
trict. Dick has made many contribuiions to
our Society through the years, but he de-
cided to give more by becoming a chapter
coach. A few days ago, he contributed an
excellent article to the CSLT e-mail network,
His subject was “The Average Chapter” 1
would like to share a portion of his message
with you:

by Tim Hanrahan, SPEBSQSA President

Launc/uhg members/)ip 1o new he{gﬁfs
the plus count continues!

“The average chapter has average sing-
ers. They also want to improve. Given a
larger core with which to work (more aver-
age singers who want to improve) the aver-
age director will be inspired to improve his/
her abilities. This may mean going to minj-
HEP schools, atiending seminars, asking for
help from district/Society sources, consulta-
tion with other average directors who also
want to improve, etc. This also means using
funds from our chapter coffers for these im-
provements but the more entertaining we
are—the more average singers we attract—
the more money in our coffers to make those
improvements possible.

“Many a growing average chapter has el-
gvated 1o the next higher level {or two) by
recruiting average singers who want to im-
prove, thereby inspiring the average director
to improve his/her techniques. The result is
improved performances and recognition
from slightly betler-than-average singers who
will then join to improve the gverall sound ...
which will {indeed) attract more better-than-
average singers ... on and on, ad finitum!

“You can't just snap your fingers and ac-
complish your goals cvernight, or over a
week, or over a month! It takes teamwork
from all chapter members.

“The average chapter does not contain
100-percent vocal experts. Nor does the av-
erage chapter start out with 100 percent bet-
ter-than-average singers/directors/adminis-
trators. It's rare that a beginning chapter has
a director with the necessary skills to pro-
duce extraordinary sounds from average
voices.

“The chapteris what we need to build. The
improvement of our singing will follow as
surely as night follows day, if alf the people
concerned want the same goals ... or if they
even have the same goals.

“Each chapter should have its own mis-
sion statement. Does yours? What does
your chapter want? Where do you start?
How do you get there? There are answers—
if vou are willing to seek help from the right
people.

“The only reason we have averages is
because there are some above and some be-
low. Where do you and your chapier want to
be?"

There is much food for thought in the
above words. Follow those thoughts and we
will not only continue to launch member-
ship to new heights but we will also raise
our singing to new heights. I lock forward
to working with you as a chapter coach to
achieve these goals. &

We are listening

' continued from page 2

maybe the style is changing too rapidly. It%s
coinforting to know, however, that we have
the world’s finest Barbershoppers in charge
of our contest and judging system, and that
Preservation is still part of what we do.”

A 47-year member writes, “My 98 re-
newal is in jeopardy because my chapter
sings precious little barbershop. It’s very
heavy on gospel, religious, and jazzy mu-
sic. I cannot support a majority of non-bar-
bershop any longer.”

We answered, “The Society is a unique
orgauization specializing in barbershop har-
mony. When we sing gospel, rock, or jazz,
we are in direct competition with the pros
who can do it a whole bunch better than we
can. Yes, we support a repertoire with gen-
erous offerings that fall under the “barber-
shop umbrella,” but make no mistake about
it—we want to fly the “Keep It Barbershop”
banner high and proudly salute it for all to
see. We may spread our branches wider, but
our roots are deep in the rich soil of our heri-
tage.

You know, friends, we rarely have the
perfect answer, but we do have a great ser-
vice heart here at Harmony Hall. As long
as you have questions and suggestions, we
will be here to enthusiastically consider each
one,

Let’s harmonize!

Noveinber/December 1997
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Everything you ever wanted to know ahout Yesteryear
hut were afraid to ask

by Dean Wise {a.k.a. Philo Sepher), Cleveland East, Ohio, Chapter

hat is it that we barbershoppers
want to know about our interna-
tional champions? Most would
agree that we want to get to know the guys

on a mote personal basis and to find out their

secret to success. With this in mind, let’s
meet the four fine gentlemen who won the
gold medal this year in Indianapolis. This
is the Yesteryear story.

Rop NIXON, BARITONE

In 1951, the Schmitt Brothers were
erowned international quartet champion in
Tolede, Ohio. Rod Nixon, baritone and se-
nior member of Yesteryear, remembers the
year well; it was the year he twned I3 and
the year he joined the Bowling Green, Ohio,
Chapter of SPEBSQSA. Rod’s favorite quar-
tet at the time was the onc his dad sang in,
the Woodchorders.

Rod was involved in the music program
at Bowling Green High School and latey,
sang in a quartet at Ohio University, After
graduation in 1960, he joined the Elyria,
Ohio, Chapter and organized a quartet reg-
istered as the Three Potato Four. Since
then, Rod has sung in many quartets. When
one quartet broke up, he would soon be in
another. It is safe to say that over the past
37 years, hardly a month went by in which
Rod was not actively singing in a quartet.
He has sung in more district champion quar-
tets (4) than any other Barbershopper in the
Johnny Applesced Distriet,

Nixon directed the Elyria Cascade
Cliordsmen clorus in the '70s, lcading it
to two district chorus championships and

Rod and Laura N|xon

two appearances in international competi-
tion, culminating in a fourth-place finish in
Indianapolis in 1975. He has served a stint
in almost all chapter offices including presi-
dent. He also found time to become a eerti-
fied Sound judge and was named JAD
Coach of the Year in 1981.

Rod and his wife, Laura, live in Amherst,
Ohio, and have three children; Melody,
Mickey, and Mallory. Rod also has a son,
John, by a first marriage and a grandson.
Interestingly, Laura is also a barbershop brat.
Her dad, Bill Lemkuhl, Jr., was Johnny
Appleseed District Presidentin 1966 and is
in the JAD Hall of Fame. Rod and Laura
met al a barbershop coniest in Akron, Ohio.

Rod has been in the residential mortgage
business for the past thirty years and is presi-
dent of a mortgage company it Elyria, Ohio,
He is an avid crossword puzzle solver and
loves to go walleye fishing in Lake Erie.

Dan TRAKAS, TENOR

Tenor Dan Trakas started his vocal ca-
reer in high school, singing bass in a boys’
four-parl ensemble. They were good enough
to win a state contest, even though they left
out almost a third of their contest song—
Danny missed a pick-up and took them right
to the tag instead of back to a repeat!

While attending Lorain Community Col-
lege in the late *60s, Danny was singing with
a quartet at a cellege rally. Some
Barbershoppers from the Lorain, Ohio,
Chapter heard him sing and invited him to
come to their chapter meeting. He went,
Joined, started singing tener and formed his
first Society quartet, the Steel City Four,
About its first contest, Dan said, “We had
the distinction of coming in 19th out of 19
quartets.”

Dan joined the Elyria, Ohio, Chapter in
1971, where e met Rod Nixon. They got
together with two high school kids in 1974
to sing in a novice quartet contest and called
themselves Lamby and His Chops. They
won the contest, changed the name to Mati-
nee Idels and went on to win the JAD Dis-
frict quartet championship in 1976. The fol-
lowing year, in Philadelphia, Trakas had his
first taste of the international contest stage
where the Idols finished in 26th place.

Dan and Bonni Trakas

Dan had to leave barbershopping for the
next few years because of family commit-
ments, but couldn’t stay away. He came back
in 1983, once again to sing with Rod in a
quartet that evolved into Yesteryear.

When Dan wenf to work as a medical bill-
ing specialist about thirteen years ago, he
liked his boss so well that he married her!
He and Bobbi make their home in Sheffield
Village, Ohio, where she is now his boss both
at work and at home. As a hobby, they arc
raising and training a thoroughbred New-
foundland that they lope to enter in dog
shows,

RANDY BAUGHMAN, BASS

Randy “Beef” Baughman had his first
taste of a cappella singing in high school in
a group called Melvin and His Nuclear
Turnips. The guys would sit around listen-
ing to *50s music and try to sing what they
heard on the record. They didn’t have ar-
rangements so they just ad-libbed their parts
until it sounded right to them. They were
woodshedding and didn’t know it!

Randy enrolled at Bowling Green State
University (BGSU) and joined the Men’s
Chorus. He tried out for the group’s varsity
quartet but didn’t make it until his junior
year. At Bowling Green, “Beef™ mel Dave
Wallace (later lead of the 1984 champion
Rapscallions) who introduced Randy to the
Society and took him to a mecting of the
Maumee Valley Chapter in Toledo. Randy

joined and has beci an active member since.

SHartinonizer”
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Janine, William and Randy Baughman

While still at BGSU, Randy sang in a
Socicty quartet called the Varsity
Lettermen. In its first JAD competition, it
made the top ten. For two summers, the
Varsity Letternien sang at the famed Ceday
Point Amusement Park in Sandusky, Ohio,
and performed hundreds of shows.

After graduation with a degree in music
education, “Beef” went on the road for a
year with a country band called Sagecoach,
singing and playing keyboard and bass gui-
tar. He then returned to BGSU to work on
his masters in business, and resumned his
quartet invelvement with the Vavsity
Lettermen. Mark Blake, another BGSU stu-
dent, was now singing lead. This foursome
finished in the top ten (and beat Rod and
Dan’s Yesteryear) in JAD competition in
1986.

The Varsity Letierinen was holding its last
rehearsal at Randy’s house before disband-
ing, when Dan Trakas called to ask Randy
if he would be interested in joining up with
Yesteryear, since its bass, Kirk Roose, was
leaving the quartet. Randy said, “Funny you
should call—I accept.” Talk about timing!

Randy, his wife, Janine, and their four-
year-old son, William, live in Bowling
Green, Ohio. Randy is employed by the
Owens Illinois Glass Company in Rossford,
Ohio, as a supervisor in the accounting de-
partment. In his spare time, he likes to play
cards and board garnes but says, “Gee! Who
has any spare tine these days?”

MARK BLAKE, LEAD

Yesteryeat’s lead, Mark Blake, sang in
male ensembles in high school but didn’t get
his introduction to barbershop harmony un-
til he joined the Men’s Chorus at BGSU.
Like Randy, he anditioned for the varsity
quartet, trying for the tenor part, and didn’t

make it the first time. Eventually, he madc
the quartet as lcad.

Mark jeined Randy in the Maumee Val-
ley Chapter in the mid-80s, serving as presi-
dent in *89 and *90, and singing in several
quartets, including one called the Vain At-
traction. This quartet had decided to sing
one last show, then disband, when Randy
called Mark to ask hini if he would be inter-
ested in auditioning for Yesteryear.

Randy explained that baritone Steve
Miller (Rod was singing lead), was leaving
Yesteryear because of family commitments.
The three remaining members decided to au-
dition someone to sing either lead or bari-
tone (Rod didn’t really care whether he sang
baritone or lead}. Mark auditioned for lead,
Rod switched to baritone and the rest is his-
tory. The ycar was 1991, and all the pieces
of the Yesteryear puzzle were now in place.

Mark, his wife, Barbara (who is a vocal
music teacher), and their eight-month-old
daughter, Kathleen, live in Galion, Ohio,
where Mark is the assistant pastor of the
Galion Alliance Church. As assistant pas-
tor, Mark coordinates and participates in the
church music program, works with the youth
program and does some teaching and
preaching.

Church, school and quartet activities keep
the Blakes busy. When time allows, they
like to visit their families and enjoy going
to plays and conccrts.

Barbara, Kathleen and Mark Blake

A 13-YEAR “OVERNIGHT"” SUCCESS STORY

The road to the top was not casy for Yes-
terycar. As Rod says, “Itwasa 13-year ‘over-
night’ success story”” From its inception in
1984, Yesteryear has been a competing quar-

tet, ahways finishing ameong the top-lten quar-
tets in the tough JAD district; however, the
district championship eluded it, as did quali-
fying for international contests.

During its carly years, the foursome made
a name for itself with comedy routines and
kept busy singing on chapter shows. In their
1990 contest package that year, they sang a
parody of “That Old Gang Of Minc” while
performing an innovative routine depicting
a tough-locking motorcycle gang with
chains, leather, bare chests and tattoos. The
Judges didn’t like it, and for the first time in
six years, Yesteryear was not in the district
top ten. Undismayed, and with Randy and
Mark now in place, the quartet finally quali-
fied for international the following year.

The quartet climbed steadily upward at
the internationals, tmoving from 38th to 17th
in 1992; to 8th in 1993; to 3rd in 1994; to
2nd in 1995 and 1996, and finally to the top
this year. Along the way, it won the JAD
district quartet championship in 1993,

In 1996, after finishing second for the
second year in a row, Mark almost left the
quartet. He felt it was becoming too much
of a strain trying to carry ouf his church ob-
ligations when the quartet was demanding
more and more time, His wife asked him to
reconsider and to give it one more year.

After talking it over, the guys solved one
of their biggest problems by agreeing to use
chartered aircrafl in order to insure that Mark
would be back fiom weekend performances
in time for his Sunday morning duties. This
arrangetment limited the geographic area for
Yesteryear to accept jobs, but it relieved the
pressure on Mark and made it possible for
hiin to continue in the quartet.

In their ¢limb to the pinnacie of
barbershopping, the members of Yesteryear
pay tribute to the people who helped them
along the way; to Kirk Roose, who became
the quartet’s fifth man during this past year,
as well as arranging most of their music; to
coaches Darryl Flinn, Larry Ajerand Lance
Heilmann; to Ed Waesche for liis great ar-
rangements, and to all the others along the
way who oftered advice and encouragement.

Mark and Randy also thank Richard
Mathey, director of choral activities at
BGSU, for introducing them to four-partt
harmony. And finally, the guys offer a big
thank you to their wives, Laura, Bobbi,
Janine and Barbara, for allowing them time
to pursue the wonderful hobby of
barbershopping. o]
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The Vocal Majority—eight-time international champion

hat can one say about a chorus that

has won the international chorus
championship eight times, including each of
its last seven appearances, that hasn’t been
said before? From its first gold-medal per-
formance in Indianapolis in 1975, an article
about the Vocal Majority experience lead-
ing to each win has appeared in The Far-
monizer.

In 1997, the 25th anniveisary of the Dal-
las Metio, Texas, Chapter, mueh of the origi-
nal music team that forged a championship
chorus in just three years from the date of
chartering remains in place. True, many
names and faces on the risers have changed
over the years, but the group’s eommitment
to excellence in choral music has not.

For its return to the contest stage this year
in Indianapolis, the VM dedicated itself to
attempt to achieve the virtually impossible:
perfect scores inall judging catcgories. That
it fell but a few points shy is overshadowed
by the fact that it achieved the highest total
score in the history of SPEBSQSA chorus
competition. But, to paraplrase Assistant
Director Greg Clancy, there’s more to it than
a bottom-line scove.

“The international competition gives us
an o¢casional opportunity to puta ‘number’
on what we do, which is to give heart and
soul to move audiences through an emo-
tional experience, enhanced by good sing-
ing. We hope that expressing ourselves at
this emotional level improves the quality of
out owi fives, and [the joy of] being able to
share that experience with one another is
beyond words.”

The accompanying photo spread shows
the Vocal Majority during its acceptance
presentation preceding the Saturday night
quartet final session. The chorus opened
with a ballad medley of “You’ll Never Know/
My Buddy” Presentations of the ASCAP
and SPEBSQSA trophies were then made,
followed by some brief remarks. Music Di-
rector Jim Clancy acknowledged the contri-
butions of choreographers and coaches from
outside the VM, and recognized section lead-
ers Stephen DeCrow, tenors; Greg Clancy,
leads; Jason January, baritoncs and Jeff
Oxley, basses. The group then performed
“Redhead,” an uptune reprised from an ear-
lier championship.

Congratulations, onge again, to the men
of the Vocal Majority—champions in every
way! s

Above, the Vocal Majority opened ils acceptance presentation with a moving and
emotional *You'll Never Know/iMly Buddy” medley. pnates by Miter Photography

Above, President Lance Trossevin (at left) of the Foothill Cities, Calif., Chapter
presented the Landino chorus trophy to President Mark Lampe of the Dallas Metro
Chapter.

At right, Music Director Jim Clancy gave
serious recognition to individuals who
contributed fo the 1997 gold-medal
performance.

6
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In the photo at feft, with the trophy
providing a foreground focus, the VM
prepared to present its second song.

Shown at right, the VM chorus swung
into “Redhead," a reprise of the 1982
winning uptune, complete with new
choreography.

.. and the Vocal Majority gave the
audience both barrels!

Above, the front row strutted its stuff ...
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What happened in the “back room”

by Randy Chisholm, Lead, Marqrdis, 1995 International Quartet Champion

ﬁ?. ; ;';

The late Randy Chisholm, who passed away suddenly
and tragically in August, just a few months after writing

this article.

¢ 1y don’t you try singing barber-

shop music?’ my wife said one day,
after reading an article in owur newspaper
about our local barbershop chapter. Not
thinking I'd like that kind of nwsic, I put
her off and said, “That’s not for me.” She
persisted, and finally one night I enteved the
door of the Burlington, Ontaric, Chapter’s
meeting hall. After being greeted immedi-
ately and welcomed, I was ushered to the
lead section and right away fell in love with
barbershop music.

A couple of wecks later, they found me
staying after chorus rehearsal, and I ended
up in the “back room,” learning polccat
songs and being taught sonie tags. 1t seemns
the songs I learned were known to all, so
that made it easy the following week to get
up in front of the chapter with three other
guys I'd never sung with, and actually sing
in a qnartet.

We practiced in the weeks that ensued,
and ended up singing in the chapter novice
quartet contest, finishing somewhere other
than first! My first song was “I’ll Take You
Hoine Again, Kathleen”

Barbershopping to me has been a won-
derful contest-driven experience, and I love
it. That’s what it has been for me, but if
you’re in a chorus and think that’s the ouly
thing for you, al least consider the opportu-
nities for fun, fellowship and true musical
growth you can find in a quartet, either do-
ing it for contest or just for fun.

Singing in the “back
room” gave e inspiration
to improve my inusical abili-
ties. I'd come from a solo-
singing musical background,
and had never needed to
match vowels or correct the
vibrato until quartetting.
Coaches helped me with all
of that,

Speaking of coaches, |
don’t think that there is a
more important part of a
quartet than its “fifth man,”
and I’ve been lucky to work
with the best in the business.
If you want to improve and
thimk you can do it on your
own, forget it—you need
somecne outside the quartet.
Someone to listen, watch,
suggest, and evaluate, to help you improve.
Why not try to make the quartetting experi-
ence al even greater one by actually lcarn-
ing something?

One especially great feature of our Soci-
ety is that there are all kinds of experienced
coaches—quartet inen, chorus directors and
such-—who really like to take the timc to give
back what they have been taught in a like
manner. [ts not a big deal to go to one and
say “We need some help, would you mind
coming to our next rehearsal?”

Coaches will more often than not be there
when you need them. During a coaching
session yon might not always like what the
coach has to say, but I guarantee your quar-
tet will itnprove for it.

Seng sclection is always a point of con-
tention. First, pick a song everyone in the
fonrsome likes. Why sing a song you don’t
like if you're doing this for enjoyment? Trust
e, it will all show up in your performance
when you're trying to sell the message of
the song. Secondly, try to find a song that
everyone can handle, not just one you’ve
heard another quartet doing. Ifit’s not man-
ageable by all, frustration will dull the en-
thusiasm of the quartet members. And
thirdly, if possible, try to find songs that work
to the strengths of the members of the quar-
tet. If you’ve a bass with a booming voice,
find songs that show that off,

I hope all this doesn’t sound like preach-
ing, but I gef very excited, just thinking about
the quartet experience, Why should you sing
in a barbershop quartet? T don’t know—all
I can tell you is what it’s given me:

* DI'm part of a great private club, with all
four members dedicated to making the
club improve.

I have the opportunity to be a ham and
perform in front of people, whether in a
public show, or for my own chapter mem-
bers.

* I’ve become a better performer, thanks
fo rehearsals and great coaches.

« I filled that need in me to compete and
strive for excellence.

+ I’ve had the chance to do what I’d
dreamed about—to try to sing like those
guys on all those quartet records I'd pur-
chased in the past.

+  As a reward, [’ve met more wonderful
people and made more lasting friendships
than I could have ever imagined if not
quartetting.

You may agree with some or all of my
reasons for being a quartet man, but you may
be saying to yourself, “I can’t take any more
time away from my family” That’s no rca-
son not to quartet. Inmy case, family is the
best reason to quartet. Whether it’s at con-
test, show, or rehearsal, families arc often
there. Especially in Marquis, where onr
families are so involved, it’s (ruly a family
affair.

So, start in the “back room,” and ask as
many guys as you can to join yon. They’re
probably just like you—waiting to find the
truc rewards of quartetting, and just need
someone like you Lo start the pitch pipe pip-
ing.

To the men who have given me the op-
portunity to sing with them in quartets such
as The Halton County Roadshow, Act IV,
The Naturals, and to Dale, Jay and Paul of
Marquis, Isay thank you for all the fun and
for helping me mnake my quartetting dreams
cotne true. &

[Editors note] This article was contribited
by Randy early this year to be part of our
series intended to promote quartetting; how
ironic that we shouid lose him under such
{ragic circumstances only a few months later.
It seems a fitting tribiite to ¢ Barbershopper
who gave us all such joy as « quartet man.
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Remembering Lyle Pilcher: coach, mentor, barbershop pioneer, friend

by Glenn Van Tassell, Anto Towners (1966), Gentlemen's Agreeinent (1970)

e called him Lyle or Pilch, Pilcher,

Pappy, “The Boss” or Mr. Pilcher, but
most of us, the well advised ones, I think,
said little and tried to sing it the way he asked
because he always made so much sense.

There never was a formula, Lyle Pilcher
had an ability to identify the manner in
which songs should be presented by a par-
ticular group of singers at their unique stage
of development. Never in some 50 years of
quartet singing bave [ encountered anyone
who possesscd such a sense of the chord,
the balance, the vocal quality and character
nceded to make the barbershop sound come
alive as did this pioneer of our musical style.
Lyle had a special sense which always
scemed able to guide us o the very cssence
of a song.

Often, those of us who give much of our
time fo our great musical pastime are per-
ceived only in terms of our musical lifc.
Some knew that Lyle Pilcher was the owner/
publisher of several newspapers, headquar-
tered in Lowell, Indiana, but there was so
much more. His long and productive career
was spent in the communications business,
both in print media and i radio,

Lyle and his lovely wife, Mary Jeanette,
had a fine family who were very dear to him,
His two sons, Gary and Craig, and a daugh-
ter, Jan, were frequently mentioned in our
talks with him. He took great pride in the
advancement of their carcers and in their
personal development. The Gentlemen’s
Agreement had the pleasure of mecting Jan
at a convention some years ago. The family
will continue to operate the business, hav-
ing had the best of teachers in its formative
yeats.

During the years of his greatest influence
within our Sociely, Lyle’s quartets and cho-
ruses spearheaded the evolution from efforts
to sing without vibrato, in the hope of as-
suring consistent harmony accuracy, to an
understanding that more open, properly sup-
ported singing, utilizing professionally ac-
cepted vocal techniques, would provide
more musical guality and expansion of
sound.

Lyle’s ability to communicate ideas to his
apprentices was impressive. He made us
aware of nuances—such as quickening the
pace mowentarily or stretching the note val-
ues within the overall tempo just enough to

S
Lyle Pilcher, photo circa 1959.

highlight subtle feclings often otherwisc
overlooked. Very importantly, he was the
ultimate proponent of the work ethic in the
search for musical cxcellence. Being
coached by Lyle was never casy—just enor-
mously rewarding,

Lyle Pilcher was among the first to put
quartet arrangements on paper. To watch
Pileh fix a not-quite-ready arrangement was
absolutely amazing; add this, take out that,
re-voice a chord, write a tag.

Roy Frisby, lead of the 1942 champion
Tlastic Four, tells of meeting Lyle Pilcher
on a train as the quartet was rcturning to
Chicago from a sliow in Bloomington, I1i.
Lyle loved the barbershop sound and encout-
aged them to sing song after song as they
traveled together.

Buzz Haeger, tenor of the Four-tissimos
tells of talking Pilcher mto working with
them as they prepared to compete in the
1955 Miami contest. Together with Buzz,
he developed several contest-ready arrange-
ments and then hammered and chiseled and
shaped their not-quite-ready-for-competi-
tion quartet into readiness for a thrilling
third-place finish.

Tough, but oh-so-gentle, Pilch was
greatly moved as he related the story of the
indomitable spirit of another great
barbershopper: While coaching the very

popular Roaring "20s at the 1977 Philadel-
phia contest, Lyle was confronted with the
fact that the baritone, the late Ron Ricgler,
was so sick that he was unable to stand for
more than a few minutes at a time. Coach-
ing sessions were conducted with Ron lying
on his bed. Ron got out of bed and wheel
chair and walked on stage to give the per-
formance of a lifetime.

In a lovable twist of personality, imany of
Lyle’s quartcts remember that this skilled,
focused, articulate, tough, no-nonsense
leader, clearly among the greats in the his-
tory of our great fraternity, this successful
businessiman and publisher of newspapers
could be overwhelmed by the process of
ordering from a restaurant menu. He would
usually say, “What do you think, Bob?” or,
“What looks good to you, Drayton?” or
“Gee, that sounds good, Glenn.” Then, “Say,
Al, why don’t you just order for me?”

Psycliological studics must have been a
part of Lyle’s background. He always kncw
the right buttons to push to get the best out
of his charges. At contest time, be could
convince us that we were at the top of our
game, that we could not be beaten, while at
the same time making subtle changes to our
plan to make it just a little better,

Lyle Pilcher will be sorely missed. For
many of us, he was the fathcr-confessor,
surely the teacher, the task-master, of course,
and always the friend.

We all have only a limited timc here on
earth, but some really special people make
such an impact that we find it difficult to
imagine how we might ever get along with-
ouf them. Many international chanipion and
medalist uartets and choruses, both nen
and women, along with other successful
compctitors at all levels from the 1940s
through the 1980s give much of the credit
for their successes to Lyle Pilcher.

Lyle’s influence will extend into the years
ahead through the skills he helped to develop
in those whosc lives he touched. They are
the coaches, the judges, the arrangers, the
chiorus dircctors and the singers who are so
much better prepared because he showed the

way. =

[Lyle Piicher passed away in July, during
the week of the international comvention in
Indianapolis—FEd.|

November/December 1997

cHarmonizer



Buckeye Invitational 1997 (it just keeps growing and growing and growing)

by Mike Renner, General Chairman

time we really mean it, Buckeye [X was

the best ever; ask anyone who was there.
Four international champion quartets, two
European choruses, quartets from the Brit-
ish Association of Barbershop Singers and
the Ladies Association of British Barbershop
Singers, the greatest Funny Bone National
Comedy Quartet Contest ever, competitors
from England, Sweden, Canada and the U.S,
eight different shows, more than 35 quar-
tets and 1§ choruses, two High School Har-
mony Camp choruses with 35 in the girls’
chorus and 70 in the boys’ chorus, and on
and on. If you weren’t there, shame on you,

The Buckeye has been expanded from a
three-day to a four-day event. Approxi-
mately 700 people attended the Thursday
evening outdoor show in Bicentennial Park,
50 it was evident that many chose to come
early and enjoy it all.

The High School Harmony Camp started
on Wednesday. The success of this 106-stu-
dent event requires a story too long to
chronicle here, but the highlight of this fes-
tival, packed with highlights, was the Fri-
day night appearance of these kids on the
Palace Theatre stage; the boys directed by
Steve Kovach and the girls directed by
Debbie Comnelly. Put them all together and
add Joe Liles’ arrangement of “Play A
Simple Melody” for eight parts and you’ve
got the forimula for the future of barbershop.
What is the shortest tinme interval in the bar-
bershop artform? The time between the cut-
off of the last eight-part chord from these
high school kids and when 2,000 barbershop
enthusiasts are on their feet with a scream-
ing ovation,

Just to give you an idea of the breadth of
talent at this year’s Invitational, Thursday’s
shows included performances by A Tonic
Explosion, a terrific comedy quartet from
California, After Shock, four high school
guys from the Camp, and Majority Deci-
sion, the reigning LABBS champion quar-
tet. Then Friday’s Funny Bone National
Cemedy Quartet Contest included, in the top
echelon, Razzmatazz from eastern Penn-
sylvania, Tortilla Flats from California and
the Nonpariels, Sweet Adelines from Mas-
sachusetts. During the scoring process, the
wonderfully funny Chicago Natural Gas
delighted the audience.

The Friday evening quartet contest fea-
tured 20 quartets from the U.S., Canada, and
Britain; representing all corners of the So-
ciety, Sweet Adelines, Harmony, Inc. and
LABBS. When the dust settled, the Far
Western District’s GOTCHA! dominated all

It sounds like a broken record, but this

categories, capturing the Grand Champion
trophy. Overall second place quartet was
K’ Motion of the Mid-Atiantic District, with
Firepower! from the Pionecr District com-
ing in third. Taggin’ Around of our own
Buckeyc Chapter and Johnny Appleseed was
fourth overall. The top female guartet was
the Sweet Adeline foursome, Harmonix,
from Region 2; one of ten Sweet Adeline
quartets in this year’s contest. It didn’t go
unnoticed that Harmony, Inc.s Footloose,
BABS’ By Appointment and LABBS’ Ma-
jority Decision gave outstanding perfor-
mances, 50 all these barbershop organiza-
tions were well represented.

Saturday’s chorus competition Grand
Champion was Midwest Vocal Express of
the Land O’Lakes District, the first two-time
winner at the Buckeye Invitational. Its two
victories in the last three years were sand-
wiched around the 1996 Grand Champion,
Crosstown Harmony, Region 22, SAJ, from
Milwaukee. We are beginning to wonder if
we will never get that trophy out of Wiscon-
sin.

But the Land O’Lakes boys didn’t sweep
all categories. The entertainiment champion
was the incredible ladies’ chorus represent-
ing LABBS from Potton, England, Phoenix.
Metro Nashville, SAI Region 23, was the
top-scoring female chorus and second over-
all, followed closely by Vasteras Harmony,
the Sweet Adelines chorus from Sweden.

A major event of the Invitational was the
Saturday night Stars of the Night show.
Sweet Adelines 1996 champion Weekend
Edition and SPEBSQSA champions Keep-
sake, Joker’s Wild, and Yesteryear were all
in their best form. A mixed quartet from
Portland, Oregon, The Airwaves, was an-
other smash hit. But the show will be most
reimembered by the morment, just before in-
termission, when Paul Gilman, baritone of

¥

Funny Bone Comedy Quartet winner Razzmatazz, from Pennsylvania, entertained

Paul Gilman, bari of Marguis (above),
introduced a moving tribute to the late
Randy Chisholm that featured four
international champion guartets on stage
at one time.

Marquis, took center stage to thank the bar-
bershop world for all the sentiments cx-
pressed regarding the illness and sudden
death of lead Randy Chisholm only 13 days
earlier. Then, one by one, Keepsake was
joined on stage by Weekend Edition, Joker’s
Wild, and Yesteryear, each offering their own
spiritually moving musical tribute to one of
barbershop’s great lead singers.

As the guartets left the stage, four spot-
lights focused on the black scrim, forming
a quartet position in center stage, then the
light second from the left went out. The
planned 10-minute intermission was sub-
stantially extended to allow the aundience and
performers to recover from this emotional
moment,

Start planning to attend Buckeye X next
year, Watch for our advertisement in The

Harmonizer. Neanwhile, enjoy the photos
of some of this year’s entertainers, &

on the Saturday night Show of Champions: Bill Gable, tenor; Rick Ashby, lead; Don

McElroy, bass; Ed Ludwig, bari.
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GOTCHA! from the FarWestern District,
won the quartet contest. Shown at right
(I to r) are: Alan Gordon, bari; Scott
Wilson, bass; Garry Texeira, lead and
Chris Vaughn, tenor.

Shown at right, By Appointment, from
BABS, delivered a hard-hitting
performance ( | to r): Ron Pike, tenor;
Paul Cousins, lead; Terry Bryant, bass
and Franz Atkinson, bari.

The trophy for Best Entertainment went
to Phoenix (shown at left at the Show of
Champions) from LABBS. The group,
directed hy Lynda Wood, is from Potton,
England.

At left, Midwest Vocal Express, from the
Land O' Lakes District, became the
Invitational's first two-time chorus winner.
The group is directed by Russ Foris.

The High School Harmony Camp boys,
under the direction of Steve Kovach,
thrilled an audience of 2,000 in the
Palace Theatre
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Charitable services

Barhershoppers honor life and quality of life

by Gary Stamm, CAE, Harmony Foundation Executive Director

appy Holidays to all of you! That’s
not just another unfelt, automatic
greeting uttered at this time of year.

It’s sincere and is meant for you 1o pon-
der a bit. For all Barbershoppers everywhcre
these special holidays should be happy. We
have many Christian Barbershoppers, many
Jewish Barbershoppers, those of other faiths
and even those who follow their own set of
values. Tle special holidays observed at this
time of the year are an excellent tiine for all
of us to reflect on what is important to us as
individuals and as Barbershoppers.

The Socicty’s Service Projects were se-
lected because of the potential good they
could do for others and their link to our
hobby in particular. Sometimes we lose sight
of that a bit, and this is the perfect time of
year to remind ourselves of how much our
service projects’ vallies mean to us.

Projects spcak to different but related needs

The Institute of Logopedics was selected
by the Society Board in 1964 because, at
that time, its strong emphases were the
speech and hearing skills of the young
people in residence at the facility. The use
of music and singing as a therapeutic treat-
ment was also close to our hearts. Today, at
Heartspring, speech and hearing are still part
of the treatment and therapy the 30 to 40
residential sludents receive.

The focus at Heartspring has widened,
hawever, because of the severe and multiple
disabilities these young people face. Surely,
the prospect of helping parents oflset a por-
tion, not covered by state and school district
funding, of the costly tuition has philan-
thropic appcal to all of us. Our hearts reach
out to these young people who will never be
able to lead what the rest of us take for
granted as a normal life.

-

“There are many tcar-evoking ac- W
counts of young men and women
who were turned-on to singing by a
school musie teacher or church or
community choral divcetor just as
their lives werc about to plummet
into a hopeless spiral of drugs, gang,
depression or other life-challenging
obstacles.”

r

Our newest service project touches an-
other level of need. SingAmerica and
SingCanada are not about fecding the home-
less or providing clothing for people in third-
world countries. Other charities address
these important causes, and they are impor-
tant, Food, clothing, shelter and medicine
are the most basic of needs. Without them
there is no life.

But beyond these basics are other needs
that make life wor#h living. It is no exag-
geration to say that SingAmerica addresses

Last May, members of the Wichita Chapter paid a visit to Hearlspring. In addition to
a briet concert by the Air Capital Chorus, the Silverado quartet made a special
appearance for Lara from California (above) | to r; Don Updegrove, bari; Richard
Ealey, bass; Jim Ellis, lead and Wayne Lankenau, tenor.

this philanthropic aspect. Again, we
Barbershoppers have the apportunity to let
our hearts go out to young people who 1nay
not be able to lead a life filled with joy—the
joy of music, that is—unless we do some-
thing about it. SingAmerica deals with a
quality of life issue,

In many locations, vocal music is disap-
pearing from our schools, and recreational
singing has vanished from owr cotmmunities.
They could disappear from our culture, al-
together. This is a fact, and is nothing to
take lightly. Is it important that sonething
be done about t? What would your life be
like without singing?

SingAmerica works on two levels

How will SingAmerica change this? The
movement is making an impact i two ways.
First, with the help of contributions from
Barbershoppers and others, we are building
a fund to support projects that will accom-
plish the goals of SingAmerica and
SingCanada. This includes grants for school
vocal-imusic projects, community vocal-
music projects, barbershop harmony
projects, and vocal-music scholarships.

These “national® grants and scholarships
will have impact because of their wide dis-
tribution, size and scope. We are already
gaining attention froin MENC, the Ameri-
can Choral Director’s Association, National
Federation of Music Clubs and others be-
cause of our national program. Pilot grants
have been made to The World Children’s
Chorus, The Urban Harmony Movement,
Paventing with Music (Univ. Of
Saskatchewan, Canada) and Haraowy Ex-
rLOSION Camps.

The second side of the moveiment is the
local impact that can be made. Chapters,
choruses and guartets should seek ways to
help their local school, vocal music pro-
grains or other singing groups in town. Vol-
unteer to supply manpower for school mu-
sical events (contests and concerts) and for
other musical groups’ events. Invite a school
orcommunity vocal group to appear on your
show. It gives them a new audience (and
they may even bring a few audience mem-
bers of their own).
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The Whippersnappers, a group of mostiy retired workday-hours singers from the
Hanover, Pa., Chapter (shown above) has raised more than $9,000 for various
children's charities in the past three years, recently including SingAmerica, averages
nearly 50 no-fee performances a year. The group is directed by Donald Myers.

Do whatever you can to make a positive
presence in your community. Be a leader in
supporting vocal music. Individual mem-
bers can support music programs at school
board meetings and PTA events. Statt a
vocal musi¢ council in your area,

We are changing lives

Over the past 30 years, wc have read
heartwarming stories about the triumphs of
the kids at Heartspring. Barbershoppers
have made a difference in the lives of hun-
dreds of young people and their families.
We will eontinue to bring you those stories
in the pages of this magazine.

We will also be bringing you the storics
of young people whose lives have been
changed by the positive effects of singing.
There are many tear-evoking accounts of
young men and women who were turned on
to singing by a school music teacher or
church ot community choral director, just
as their lives were about to plummet into a
hopeless spiral of drugs, gang, depression
or other life-challenging obstacles.

Charitable giving for our service projects
is moving into a new era. As
Barbershoppers, we can be proud of the fact
that we are making a positive effect on lives.
Heartspring and SingAmerica represent the
sawne spirit. Barbershoppers know the joy
of life. Our quality of life is built upon our
families, our jobs, our religions and belicfs,

and certainly as a result of the joy that sing-
ing has brought to us. Now “We Sing That
They Shall Speak™ and “we sing that they
shall sing.”

This would be the perfect time to give
one of the greatest holidays gifts imaginable.
Why not sit down right now and write out a
check for a tax-deductible gift to Harmony
Foundation? Specify it is for our service
projcets and the monies will be divided be-
tween the projects. Or if you wish, you may
specify SingAmerica or Heartspring. In-
clude your chapter natue and number and it
will receive credit toward a Harmony Foun-
dation award.

These can truly be Happy Holidays. %

g ™
Here’s an idea for « holiday gifl.

Make a donation to Harmony Foun-
dation for our Service Project using
these guidelines. Contribute 85 for
each child you ve raised. Contribute
35 for each music teacher or divector
who has made your life a litile more
enjoyable. For most of us, that will
probably come to about $25.

If the total is $25 or more you nay
send along the name and address of
a music teacher, director or child you
have honored, we will send that per-
son a holiday card to let him or her
k know your care.

I

| have an idea for you

by Ed Dunn, Wellesley, Mass., Chapter

Not long ago, I received a copy of Dia-
logine, the Heartspring newsletter to
Barbershoppers. On the last page was an
article about Campbell’s Labels for Edu-
cation. It reported that in 1996,
Barbershoppers collected 856,000 labels
from 44 states and eight provinces in
Canada. And, “The Village Squires Bar-
bershop Chapter in Vancouver, British
Columbia, collected a total of 160,165
labels.” It was astounding; one chapter
had amassed nearly 20 percent of the to-
tal!

I talked to Alan Harvey, the contact
man for the chapter, and found that their
astounding performance is based on an
idea so simple that any chapter can copy
it. They have bypassed individual home
kitchens and familics, and instead have
contacted large feeding centers, such as
schools, churches and scrvice organiza-
tions, which use prodigious amounts of
food. It's those sources that have con-
tributed all those fabels.

Of course, not every chapter might
adopt the systein, and perhaps not every
chapter would be as successful, but it’s
easy to project a ten-fold increase across
the country, once the system is tried.
Maybe, if it’s taken up, Heartspring will
be counting labels in the millions next
year, instead of in the hundreds of thou-
sands.

1998
SPEBSQSA
CONVENTION
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—More charitable services

-y The Fredericton, New Brunswick,
{ ' Chapter has contributed $5,400 over the
B past five years to the Audiology and
; { o Speech Pathology Department of the Dr.
|. Audiology hgie Everelt Chalmers Hospital. Shown at
il S " :* teft, chapter President George Cross {on
L peech Pathol s the right) presented a cheque for $§700
— . to Henri Lafarge, director of the

department,

¥

In September, the Phoenix Saguaro
Chapter chorus, The Phoenicians,
shown at right, recorded "Ch Come, All
Ye Faithful” for the 1997-1998 Merry
Arizona Christmas CD, a collaborative
effort featuring the Phoenix area's hest
musical entertainers. Other performers
on this year’s CD inciude Glenn
Campbell, the Phoenix Symphony
Orcheslra, Buck Owens and the Phoenix
Boys' Choir. All talent and production
costs are donated. The past two years'
CDs sold more than 30,000 copies each
and helped raise almost $500,000 for
United Cerebral Palsy.

Barbershoppers, bikers and Teddy bears
were all part of the day’s program when
the Lorain, Ohio, Chapter's Golden
Crescent Chorus (at left) entertained at
the second-annual Fairview Hospital Toy
Run, sponsored by the Elyria Harley
Owners Group and Elyria Harley-
Davidson Sales Co. Bikers paid $10 or
arrived with toys strapped to their
Harieys. About 240 toys and more than
$1,000 were donated to the Pediatrics
and Pediatric Urgicenter.
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No matter what your travel
needs may be...

Camelot Travel Services
- is here to fit all the pieces
 together for coordinated,
smooth and carefree travel.

It all adds up to an easy choice...

Ve £ Wy
CAMELOT

TRAVEL SERVICES

No membership fees or dnes.
$150,000 travel insurance on airline tickets.

Discounted rales on cruises, tours, cars and hotels.

Fly for less anytime. Special promotion with major air carrier.
Casl rebates on airline tickets, cruises, tours, Amtrak and senior citizen coupon books.
Camelot Travel Services is here for all your travel needs, especiallyfor the

SPEBSQSA midwinter convention in Tampa, January 19-25, 1998.

Call toll free: 1-800-877-5444%, and mention your access code SPEB,

Monday through Friday, 7:00 AM (o 6:00 PPM, MIYT

ﬁ—---------------.-------.----------------.

8 Atlanta International Convention Registration e June 28—July 5, 1998

payable to
SPEBSQSA. When you receive con-
firmation, please keep it as your re-
ceipt.

Registrations inay be fransferred to
anotlier person, but they are NOT
refundable.

O Please check here if you have a disability and may require accommoda-

tion in order to fully participate in the convention. You will be contacted

by a staff member to discuss your specific needs.
O MasterCard O VISA

Exp. date: mo year

AccountNo. | | | N T |

: INSTRUCTIONS
Complete order form and mail with Date Chapter name
B payment to: SPEBSQSA, 6315 Third P ,
| Avenue, Kenosha, WI 53143-5199. Name Nickname
Registration fee includes a conven- Spouse/guest name Nickname
B on badgc, areserved seat at all contest
- Address
M sessions and a souvenir program. . —
[ If you register for more than one City State _____ Zip Code
i person, plejase furm:qh complete lnf-or- Telephone Bus.( ) Res. ()
mation for each person on a separate
B shect and attach to this order form. ,
g . Allregistrations received prior to Quantity | Type Rate Total (US funds)
June 1, 1998 will be maited. Those Adult (Postmarked by 12/31/97). $75.00ea.| $
[ | received after that datc may be picked — :
B up at the convention registration area Adult (Postmarked atter 1/1/98) $90.00ea.| §
beginning Monday, June 29, 1998, . )
i Mailings will be made during the month Jr und?r 1&{Pogimarkagty 12/31/97) of . $37.50 ea. §
B oo May 1998. ! Jr. under 12 (Postmarked after 1/1/97) | $45.00e¢a.| §
] Full registrations purchased during Add $3 P2H for each 8 registralions ordsred. ' i "
N the conventionweek are $ 100 for adilis (Bampts: 18, 83, 9-{6, $6: elc.) <7 $__3.00
i au(}i’fﬁ\Oforjr]f:goE (under age 12). TOTAL $
ake  checks
|
(|
[
N
N
N
i
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Afterglow—from Society Archives

r

3
1

What does it take to make a museum?

by Ruth Blazina-Joyce, Curator/Archivist

Heritage Hall Museum will celebrate its
tenth birthdeay next April. As we prepare for
that birthday, we d like to look back on our
Sirst ten years and see where we re heading
in the future.

The Museum opened in April of 1988 as
part of the Society's 50th-anniversary cel-
ebrations, with an exhibit area, an office/
workshop, and some storage space. Since
then, we’ve added an exhibit hall for revolv-
ing exhibits, opened a small video theater,
expanded and upgraded collections storage,
madec access to exhibits and collections
easier than ever and established a funding
program. Lets take a closer look at the
Museum’s developing role in encouraging
and preserving barbershop harmony.

We collect and preserve

Recordings and photographs, souvenirs
and scrapbooks, oral histories, documents,
artworks and memorabilia—these are the
pieces of our barbershopping heritage. They
are the backbone of the Museum. These
items, and the information they contain
about barbershopping, help us preserve our
past for the future, and let us enjoy it today.

Part of our responsibility, to both the past
and the future, lies in managing and main-
taining all these items. Most of them weren’t
designed to last forever, and they need a little
lelp if they're going to be there for future
generations. We repair and stabilize any
damaged items. We use stable, acid-free
paper, padding, photo sleeves, boxes, shelv-
ing and cabinets in our storage area. Con-
trolled temperature, humidity, and light lev-
cls create a protective environinent.

But it’s not enough just to preserve the
artifact. We also need to preserve its story.
That’s why cach artifact is given its own
indentification number—it’s the link be-
tween artifact and meaning. The number
ties into a file containing background infor-
mation on each item.

We inform
Many ot the things we do are aimed at
making the information in the Museum easier

Fall fund drive begins

The Museum receives no funding
from member dues. Our support
comes through donations from
Barbershoppers with a special inter-
est in preserving our barbershopping
heritage. As we enter our fall fund
drive, we are in touch with our cut-
rent donors and those Barbershoppers
who have been members of the Soci-
ety for 25 years ormore. 1f you would
like to support the Museum’s work,
but aren’t among those we contact
each year, don’t be shy—we’d like to
hear from you. Send your donation to:

Heritage Hall Museum

6315 Third Avenue

Kenosha, Wisconsin 53143

AN /

for people to use and enjoy. We’ve had for-
eign-language research on barbershop trans-
lated into English. We transcribe and edit our
oral history tapes into print form.

We also spend a lot of time organizing
our information. Many of the separale bits
of information from our various resouces are
rounded up and grouped by (opics in our
general archives files, which are updated and
expanded each year. And we maintain data-
bases on spceial topics, such as Society
medalist choruses and quartets.

Our mission is still unfulfilled if we
can’'t share it with othcrs, so we make the
Museum’s resources available to
Barbershoppers (and the general public)
through four main venues: our exhibits, our
research service, our web site—and, of
course, our Harmonizer articles.

We show and tell

Our interpretative exhibits explore the
many aspects of barbershopping. Long-term
exhibits give Museum visitors a basic ori-
entation to barbershop—the origin and de-
velopment of the style; its unique combina-
tion of hard work, fun, and performance;
conventions and contests.  Temporary ex-

hibits explore the highways and byways of
barbershop—celebrate our quartet champs’
50th anniversaries; follow trends in costum-
ing; salute barbershop’s role in military ser-
vice.

The Museum hits the road through our
travelling exhibit. A new display premieres
each year at the international convention,
then travels to Harmony College and the
midwinter convention,

Our research service uses the Museun’s
resources to aid all kinds of projects. Over
the years, we’ve dug into the archives to an-
swer all sorts of questions, from “Who was
the champion quartet in 19727 to “Has there
ever been a barbershop opera?” We also help
writers and researchers with material for ar-
ticles, books and academic papers.

Our new web site makes the Musewm
even more accessible, Without leaving
lome, users can brovse the collections, visit
exhibits, access our research service or lose
themselves In our cormpilation of fun bar-
bershop facts "n’ stats,

And sometimes we undertake spccial
projects—things we do just because they're
a good clhaunce to bring the Museun to more
Barbershoppers. (Well, okay, they also
sounded like fun.) Two of our most recent
have been Close Hurmony Pioneers, a cas-
sette of songs from turn-of-the-century quar-
tets, and A Walk Through Harmony Hall, a
video tour of the Soclety’s headquarters in
the beautiful and historic Alford House in
Kenosha.

Our ongoing mission

The Museum was founded to collect, pre-
serve, and share the rich and varied heritage
of barbershop and the Society. Qwer the
years, w¢ have grown into an integrated re-
sonrce, offering archives and collections,
exhibits and research services. As we con-
tinue our efforts to create a Museum that
will capture the essence of our world-class
singing organization, we wish to thank our
many supporters who have taken an extra
interest in “the Encouragement and Preser-
vation of Barber Shop Quartet Singing in
America.”
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Barbershoppers a hit on Telethon

Incase you missed it, barbershop was well represenied on the Jerry Lewis Telethon, August
31, by the San Fernando Valley Chapter Valleyaires chorus and Expanded Sonnd quartet.
Tenor of Expanded Sound, Dr. Larry Gans, posted a hilarious recap of the day’s events—
too lengthy o publish here in total—but here are a few clips.

t 6 p.n., we had the board room at

the hotel for rehearsal and we

planned out the transition behween
our two songs, then ran through the num-
bers, start to finish Our warm-up should
have been uneventful, but I missed a word
in the “Biker’s Medley.” I"ve sung this song
thousands of times withoul ever missing that
word. Why did I flub it in a run-through with
nobody listening, no cameras, and no pres-
sure? Charlie said, “This is just a two-song
contest sct!?” Only the audience and judges
numbered 8.2 million!

We pulled up at CBS Television City,
checked in at the talent desk and were laken
to our dressing rooms (that’s plural) to
change into biker rcgalia, The makeup art-
ist put on Tom’s helimet while she worked.
They loved working on us—definitely some-
thing different!

They planned to give us more than six
minutes in front of eight million people.
Zowic! But Jerry Lewis was going to chat
with us for 0:30 between songs, totally ad
lib and unrehearsed, with a master of com-
edy who had no idea who we were. This
was going to be some ride!

Then Jerry started the intro: ... Expanded
Sound is a technical term in Barbershop
Harmony..” and we were on. We strutted
out on stage toward the mikes, belly bumped

and high-fived and I was supposed to blow
the pitch from niy pipe attached to a beer
can. But the orchestra was playing, and in
the wrong key. They stopped and | blew the
wrong pitch. Charlie crushed the can, and 1
blew the right pitch. The crowd roared and
I knew this was gouna be fun.

The crowd was whoopin® and laughin’
and we were singin,’ and Jerry was in hys-
terics. Entertainers always overreact to other
entertainers, but this was too real. He was
floored. His jaw hung open almost to his
knees. And the audience loved it.

After the first song, we bumped and
fived, and here was Lewis walking up to
Charlie. We’re regular people, not show
people, and one of us is an eye doctor, so we
frequently get asked our occupations when
we are interviewed. When Jerry asked what
Charlie did in real life, out came, “Ah, part-
time aerobics instructor” Jerry’s knees
folded and the crowd roared! He finally got
to the ophthalmologist and had the response
from the audience that he expected.

This was not the planned 0:30 chat that
the computer monitor had scheduled for the
barbershop quartet from who knows where.
Jerry Lewis made some nice remarks about
our coming out to do the show and asked if
we could do another number. [ blew the
pitch and “My Old Harley” echoed in the

Expanded Sound performed as bikers on the Jerry Lewis Labor Day Telethon (I to
r): Tom Hegie, bari; Charlie Buehrle, bass; Bill Benner, lead and Larry Gans, tenor.

i -t
Shown above at center (from a video
still), Jerry Lewis tried to keep up with
the choreography of the San Fernando
Valley Valleyaires chorus during its
performance on the Telethon.

room. We nailed the last chord of the tag,
and | thought to myself, “T still have air. |
can hold this note forever.” And 1 wanted to.
But we were done.

High fives, cat calls, belly bumps and we
moved off stage. | was barely past the cur-
tain when I heard someone say, “They're
getting a standing ovation!” Suddenly the
stage ianager is wildly motioning us to get
back out there and as I turned and walked
out, it was true. They were all on their feet
applauding. [ flicked my long blond hair
and raised my hands to acknowledge the
applause, and then we were off, and it was
over,

Backstage, there were handshakcs, pats
on the back, gencral attaboys and a sea of
smiles. We moved toward the CBS Green
Room [performers’ lounge], and Moses an-
nounced, “Ladies and gentletmen, Expanded
Sound!” Standing ovation in the Green
Room! Who gets that? Eddie Foy came in
to say he had never seen a reaction like that
to an act on the telethon. “We're gonna want
you back next ycar, for sure.”

We moved back to the dressing rooms to
get out of our gear. As we ehanged, the
monitors were showing the Valleyaives sing-
ing their two songs. The first went very well
and then eame Jerry and his fun with the
guys in the third row. He had one of their
jackets on and had blacked out his two front
teeth. He parodied all of their choreogra-
phy and alimost decapitated the little old bald
guy by repeatedly tluwottling him by the neck.
[ couldn’t stop laughing, and I'm sure no
one will even remember what song the cho-
rus was singing, but they too, were a hit.

On the way out to the shuttle, a UPS man
asked me for ny autograph. Nice way to
cap out an evening of stardom. &
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by Bill Boral, Santa Rosa, Calif., Chapter

hat do you do when your show mail-

ing list gets stagnant? What do you
do when you want to reach a whole new
audience? What do you do when you want
to give your tried and true fans a little more
variety? How do you cure the summer dol-
drums?

The Santa Rosa, Calif., Chapter found the
answer. An all a cappella extravaganza
called Hot August Harmony combined
groups from the three largest a cappella or-
ganizations in the wotld in one six-hour
musical extravaganza.

The line-up from SPEBSQSA included
quartets Standing Room Only, Flashback
and Pacific Heights, plus the Bay Area
Metro Pot O* Gold Chorus and Santa Rosa’s
own Redwood Chordsmen; from Siweet
Adelines International: Razzeals quartet,
and the Pacilic Empire Chorus; and from
the Contemporary A Cappella Society of
America (CASA): Boys Night Out, Mary
Schmary and +4db. Each group was given

Above, the entry to Hot August Harmony, showing the “big top,” as well as the
numerous food- and wine-tasting tents. This was obviously a well-organized event.

a 30-minute slot in which to do its full show
package.

The outdoor event took place on Sunday
afternoon, August 17, in a big tent at the
Luther Burbank Center for the Arts in Santa
Rosa. Since Santa Rosa is in the heart of
California’s wine eountry, there was wine
tasting, lots of geod food and a silent auc-
tion for the more than 1,200 that attended
this first-ever event. The major portion of
the profits went to benefit Santa Rosa school
vocal music programs.

Comments from long-time
Barbershoppers ranged from, “Those con-
temporary groups were awesome,” to “In my
30 years of barbershopping, I've never had
this much fun at a barbershop event”” Typi-
cal comments from CASA people were, “I

never knew that barbershop could be this
good,” “When’s your next show” and “How
do I get on your mailing list?”

It was a win, win, win event for the Santa
Rosa Chapter. It successfully brought in a
new customer base and doubled its mailing
list for future events. It introduced many of
its existing fans to the wonderfu! and excit-
ing talents of some top contemporary
a cappella groups. More impottantly, it won
many new barbershop fans from the Con-
temporary A Cappella aficionados. But
most important of all, it raised some signifi-
cant money for the kids. s
[Want to try this yourself? Contact the Pub-
iic Relations Department at Harmony Hall

Sor ways you can involve contemporary
groups in your shows. Walch youwr mail for
an offer of support fiom CASA.]

Boys Night Out

Razzcals

+4db
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From Russia with love

by Buz Richards, Ambassadors of Harmony (an extension of the Seuthern Gateway Cltorus)

oday, a lighter, happier inood hums over

Russia’s Volga River basin. Barbershop
singing is now known to many Russian
people who, unti just several years ago, had
never seen an American. Just chalk it up to
the latest Ambassadors of Harmony (AOH)
international concert tour.

The International Fine Arts Institute
(IFAI), located in Port Washington, Wiscon-
sin, attempts to find different kinds of per-
forining arts groups to do concert tours of
Russia. It has been doing this for a few years,
working closely with the Russian Ministry of
Culture, and has sponsored numerous en-
sembles.

IFAI contacted SPEBSQSA headquarters
in Kenosha in 1994 and the Western Hills-
Cincinnati, Ohio, Chapter’s Southern Gate-
way Chorus (SGC) was provided as a pos-
sible barbershop participant. Initial contact
was made with Dr. Bob Creedon, our outgo-
ing chapter piesident at that time. Because
the SGC had just concluded two extremely
busy years, he invited IFAT to inake a presen-
tation to a smaller group who might be inter-
ested,

This smaller group of singers was the
Ambassadors of Harmony, an assortment of
SGC singers founded in 1990 for the purpose
of perfortning overseas. A presentation ivas
made to the group, and although interest was
voiced, there was not enough to move forward
at the time, so the subject was put on the back
burner.

Early in 1996, Creedon saw a window of
opportunity for “The Volga Tour.” Since the
international competition in Indianapolis was
just a two-hour drive fromn Cincinnati, he felt
that enough singets could find the time and
dollars to do both the contest and the Russia
gig, and IFAT indicated they were still highly
interested in working with us.

About 30 AOH members indicated they
would participate. Four singers from the
Middletown, Ohio, Razors Edge Chorus, a
Cincinnati Delta King, two members of the
Manatee County, Florida, Gulfcoast Sand-
pipers and a couple of local non-barbershop
musicians also signed on. Tom Rouse, bari-
tone of Rumors quartet, agreed to be our di-
rector.

Larry Findlay took the lead in organizing
a music team, including Don Gray, Reusc and
Gary Ellerhorst, to put together a flexible pro-
grant. We got signups from both Rumeors and
a local SGC quartet, East Side-West Side,
which was a great help program-wise.

The Ambassadors of Harmony, an international touring chorus founded by-

members of the Western Hills (Cincinnati) Chapter, are shown above aboard the
Shalapin during a recent concert tour of cities in the Volga River basin. Fronting the
group are (I to r): Olga Gorbick, translator; Tom Rouse, director and Alexander
Demchenko of the Russian Ministry of Culture.

The nusic committee worked out a pro-
grain, consisting of three chorus and two quar-
tet segments, which allowed us the flexibility
to run a prograln from 15 minutes to an hour
and a half in length. We had a total of five
Sunday afternoon rehearsals, the last one in-
cluding a lunch and show performance for
local Barbershoppers and friends.

The trip details were all worked out by
IFAT. The plan included an Aeroflot flight
from Chicago to Moscow, a day of sight-see-
ing there, a 13-day cruise on the Volga River
with stops at about 10 inajor cities, and three
days in St. Petersburg (with overnight train
trips between Moscow and St. Petersburg).

The Ambassadors were scheduled to per-
form in six cities, plus a show on the ship. All
transportation, imeals, tours, etc. were included
in a per person cost which, as best we could
determine, was about half the regular compa-
rable commercial cost.

We had been told by IFAI that most con-
certs would include local folk artists, singers
and dancers. Our chorus announcers were
supplemented with translators provided by the
IFAT staff, and they did a supetb job for us.

Six of (he seven concerts were given in
major cities along the middle Volga. We per-
formed in some classy places such as the
Noblesinen Assembly in Kostroma, the
Pushkin Cultural Center in Samara, the Bal-
let and Opera Center in Cherboxary and in
the Lenin Memorial Hall in Ulyanovsk,
Lenin’s birthplace. We also did a concert
aboard our ship Shalapin, from which we vis-

ited several other citics. We were usually met
at the end of the ship’s gangway by a costumed
woman with a large, round loaf of bread, hol-
lowed out and filled with salt, for each per-
son, Breaking off a piece of bread, dipping it
in the salt and eating it is a sigh of welcome
and good luck. We concluded our trip with a
threc-day visit to St. Petersburg.

While our experience will be a lifetime
metnory, we also made a strong, positive im-
pact in several important ways. '

First of all, we made a very favorable im-
pression with members of the IFAL staff, both
Ameriean and Russian., They told us that of
all the inany groups they have sent to Russia,
Barbershoppers are by far the most flexible
and easiest to work with. They are very anx-
ious to build relationships with other groups
who would likero try “the Russia experience.”

Alexander Demchenko, a Deputy Minis-
ter of Culture who aecompanied us on the
entire Volga cruise and attended all of our
concerts, urged us to return again soon, stat-
ing we would have no difficulty getting spon-
sored and invited (burcaucratic necessities).
A local regional minister stated that there
would be less conflict in the world if more
Barbershoppers (singers like us) and fewer
politicians exchanged visits.

Lastly, and most importantly, is the unpact
we had on the Russian people for whom we
performed. Perhaps it was the realization that
Americans enjoy their musical heritage, just
as do Russians, or that the average American
is a lot like the average Russian, ot
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' PR Basics

Recruiting singers who like to compete

by Brian Lynch, Public Relations Director

l ast issue, we looked at messages de-
signed to attract men whose main
motivation for getling involved in

barbershopping was the a social/fraternal
aspect of the hobby. As we know, there are
many reasons to barbershop, not the least of
which is the desire to have a pleasant weekly
diversion from the cares of daily life.

Many Barbershoppers, too, are driven by
a passion for achievement. These people,
labeled competitors in our market research
studies, measure themselves by external
standards.

Of course, the primary venue for this in
barbershopping is on the contest stage, but
it also extends to recognition in the commu-
nity as a quality singing organization, sug-
cess in staging entertaining shows, and the
shared success of being part of the “home
team” for successful quartets.

Knowing these things, let’s consider im-
ages and messages that respond to these
needs.

Compefitors want to be part of a team

At least in barbershop, they muss be.
There’s little room for soloists. We're look-
ing for guys who want to be part of a win-
ning tearn, who want to work toward com-
mon goals, help one another, develop as a
group.

Don’t be afraid of telling the truth: if you
work hard, say so, and take pride in it. Com-
petitors subscribe to a “no pain, no gain”
philosophy, and view this as a plus.

Sports mctaphors offer an obvious par-
allel to the kind of coordination we thrive
on in barbershopping. A good quartet is like
a great baseball double-play, a great hockey
line. Here, we combined an action shot of
the Vocal Majority with a cheap football
pun for good effect. '

Key words: team work, pride, quality,
excellence, applause, excitement.

Use strong images

Competitors tend to be in the younger
segments of our demographics. Make sure
your imagery includes a mode of entry into
barbershopping for these people,

That doesn’t mean you should ignore
your not-so-young meuibers; in fact, the best
images put young men and vibrant older
men side by side. Barbeishopping makes
us all youngsters. Show it in your imagery.

« Use group shots, but try to focus in on
Jjust a few people at a time. The idea is to
place the individual in the context of the
team, '

+  Avoid static, posed, group photos. A pic-
ture is worth a thousands words—make sure
those words are powerful. We don’t need to
see how handsome you are in your tuxes.
We need to see how exciting you are when
you're performing (and incidentally wear-
ing tuxes).

For more info, see our web site at htip://
www.spebsgsa. org/prbasics/frontfonr.itnil
or conlact Brian Lynch at Harmony Hall for
a copy of this piece. =

See our Front Four dance,

in the end zone.

[ivsi—uie dance hard,)

A special blend of friendship and teamwork creates a great barbershop chorus. The
payoft comes when the crowd leaps to its feet and applauds.

Singing with us, you can become the singer you've always wanted to be, We make
learning to harmonize easy and fun, and rewarding in ways you've never imagined.

Call 555-5555 to find out how you earn your spot on the front row. (Zimber up

The Chordmasters Ghorus.

Ve make masic with impact,
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Now you can share in some of them through their latest
recording, entitled Rare Times. This album features Walter
Latzko’s brilliant arrangement of On The Sunny Side of the Street
as well as the classic Little Girl. Also, if you liked What Shall
We Do With A Drunken Sailor, you'll love The Camptown Races.
Make the Ritz part of your Rare Times.

hie Ritz has certainly had their share of special moments.

—— Phone

-
1
Rare Tines '
CD @ 315 __ Cassetle @ S0 = 1
Tlhe Most Wonderful Time of the Year '
_ CD @ $15 ___ Cassette @ $10 = !
The Ritz Anthology (ncludes items withan * 1
_ CD @ %49  __ Cassetie @ $33 = i
The Ritz Swingin® On a Star * i
__.CD @ $15 __ Casselte @ $10 = )
Old Songs Are Just Like Old Friends * 1
___ CDh @ s15 __ Casscte @ Sl0 = o
U Beginning To Sce The Light * !
_ D @ sl5 ___ Cassetie @ $10 = 1
The Ritz on Moonlight Bay * i
___CD @ S$15 __ Cassette @ S10 = !
The Ritz Anthology + 1 (Mest Woaderful Time of the Yeary !
__ . CD @ $60 Casselle @ $40 = i
The Ritz Antliology + 2 (Mast Wonderful Time af the Year & Rare Times) H
_ CDh@sn __ . Casselte @ $40 = !
Shipping & Handling = 3200 1
Amount Enelosed = i
: Name
VISAMG # Exp. date '
1 Address
A 1
St - 1 Ciwsuzip

Send your check made payable to: The Ritz (s -vs ruwaimy  Ritz Recordings ¢ Box 126 ¢ Qakwood, OH 45873 + 1-800-555-2324

%‘----------------------------------------.
Midwinter Convention Registration e Tampa, Fla. e Jan. 19-25, 1998

Date Chapter name

Name Nickname
Spouse/guest name Nickﬁame
Address

City State Zip Code _
Telephone Bus.( ) Res.{ )

Q Please check here if you have a disability and may require accommoda-
tion in order to fully parlicipate in the convention. You will be contacted
by a statf member to discuss your specific needs.

Please accept my order for:

Quantity Total (US funds)

\Regis_tratfons @%45.00each | $

O MasterCard: O VISA Exp. date: mo. year

Account No. E_L'i : | ‘ T l =

WHAT'S INCLUDED:
Regislralion package includes a personalized convention badge, a reserved seat for Lhe Friday and Salurday
Night shows, admission to the Salurday Night Afterglow and admission to the Seniors Quartet Conlest.

INSTRUCTIONS

Complete order form and mail with
payment to: SPEBSQSA, 6315 Third
Avenue, Kenosha, WI 53143-5199,

A housing application and informa-
tion regarding convention events and
tours will be sent to you following
receipt of this registration form.

If you register for more than one
person, please furnish complere infor-
mation for each person on a separate
sheet and atlach to this order form.

All show and tour tickets may be
picked up in the convention regisra-
tion area at the Doubletree Hotel after
1 p.m., Tuesday, Janwary 20, 1998.

Make checks payable to
SPEBSQSA. When you receive con-
firmation, please keep it as your re-
ceipt.

Registrations may be transferred fo
another person, but they are NOT
refundable.

For ¢ffice use

1998 CONVENTION ONLY
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Shown at leftis the Daylighters, a group
of ten singers representing the
Fredericksburg, Va., Chapter of
SPEBSQSA and the Potomac Harmony
Chorus of Sweet Adelines International.
Performing during workday hours are (|
to r): Bill Pinschmidt, bari; Paige Brinkley
and Wencel Stanek, basses; Fulton
McElroy and Paul Skolaski, leads and
Gtlenda Skolaski and John Haskins,
tenors.

Several times Mid-Atlantic District small
chorus champion Deans of Harmony,
from the Greater Brunswick, N. J.,
Chapter, is shown at right during a
concert for the Middlesex County
Chamber of Commerce. The group is
directed by Joe Caprara.

The San Fernando Valley Chapter
Valleyaires chorus, shown at lelt, was
the featured performer at the July 20
Summer Concert in the Paik, a series
sponsored by the Valley Cultural Center
and Held in Warner Park. The group is
directed by Tom Raffety.

Another small-chorus champion, the
Lehigh Valley Harmonizers performed
its Radio Days show during the nine-day
“Musikfest” in Bethlehem, Pa., in August.
One of the largest music festivals in the
country, the evenl draws more than a
million attendees. Shown at right, the
chorus, from the Allentown-Bethlehem
Chaper, is directed by Michael Feyrer.
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For a fourth time, the Naples, Fla.,
Chapter manned telephones at PBS
station WGCU-TV. Shown at right during
a pledge night last July, front row center
is Nancy Long, music director of the
Neapolitan Chorus. Al photo right are
Debra Ward, development director for the
station, and chapter President Bill
Moreland.

As part of its 50th-anniversary
celebration, the South Bay, Calif.,
Chapter invited former members still
residing in the area to a reunion at a July
meeling. Many attended, and joined the
Coastliners on lhe risers, as shown at
right. (Only about half of the combined
group is pictured.)

Shown at leff, Keystone Capital Chorus
Director Hal Kraft {left) and Assistant
Directors Joe Biddle and Lamar Bortner
prepared to serve banana splits to all
members to fulfill a promise of
“something special”if the Harrisburg, Pa,
Chapter's group won the Mid-Atlantic
District Western Division contest last
spring. Obviously, it did.

At left, the Capital City Chordsmen of
the Lansing, Mich., Chapter presented
a half-hour show in front of the State
Capitol as part of the 100th-anniversary
celebration of the Oldsmobile
Corporation. DirectorJim Carey led the
group through “In My Merry Oldsmobile.”

November/Decciber 1997
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more Chapters in Action

The Sea-Tac and Tacoma, Wash.,
chapters hold a joint meeting annually,
where the Harmony Kings and
Totemaires choruses join on the rigers,
as shown at left, This year, the groups
also recognized the 50-year membership
of Harry Brookman {inset), who has been
a member of both chapters.

The Uncle Sam Chorus of the Troy,
N. Y., Chapter began its busy parade
season with five appearances on
Memorial Day weekend, followed by Flag
Day appearances at the Lansingburgh
Rotary Club Annual BBQ and the
Saratoga Race Track and at Bolton
Landing on Labor Day weekend. The
group, shown at right, is directed by Judy
Huff. Uncle Sam is portrayed by Fred
Polnisch.

Shown at left serenading the crowd, the
Color Country Chorus of the St.
George, Utah, Chapter entered a float
in the Labor Day parade at the lron
County Fair held in Parowan, Utah. The
group is directed by Dr. Val Hicks.

Shown at right, this handsome
equipment trailer was designed and
construcled by President Walt Haas of
ihe Cape May, N. J., Chapter to carry the
risers, sound equipment and other
performance paraphernalia. The Cape
Harmonaires sing every other Tuesday
during the summer at the Wildwood,
N. J., boardwalk bandshell.

z BARBERSHOP CHORUS E

cliol o 554 4234
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GOOD NEWS!

Gospel Music in Barbershop Style

Good Newsl! proudly announces their new album The Heart of Christmas featuring all
your favarite Christmas sangs and some you have never heard. Enjoy 20 songs including
favorites such as Sifent Night, Hark! The Herald Angels Sing, We Wish You A Merry
Christmas, and songs less lamiliar like

uE> Leéming Tapes $10 each

new song written by Dr. Val Hicks -
When Christ Was Born of Mary Free.

Sl e | = F;Iio Sub Bring A Torch Jeannetle Isabella, and :
Bl sl s |2 6 . et 1y .
S 25| o | & Total Let Al Mortal Flesh Keep Silent, and a ; am‘. e,
= | Besure (o speciy Volce part | €4Ch 0ia Rrigbiel
I 1

v :
v i r Thas GOOD NEWS! adds a new dimension — Gospel
}lusftdFor,L.Iibsten‘i’r:ggl} $12 " Be]leve Piano — to their 6th recording — Jesus Loves Me.
Jnuc'sl-tl Fisr LisL:?ning i §12 Jesus Loves ME Me | This cassette features 10 songs and can be ordered
includes Album 11l & IV Make checks i with an accompanying folio. Order yours today!
Just For Listening Il 7 ayable to
Album v Only s pG§OD NEWS) et
The Heart col $10 - .
ul_ Christmas Casselle|  $7 zgzll?; S rge;sl:mds o Narme
Jesus Folio wmesmum| $10 | Bendto: - . Address
;g:?: P:znd - dm(,‘asse!fe 310 5] Jerry Fairehlld » 671 W. Cypress Cilv. St 71

g ndling i $2.50 | Redlands CA 92373 » 900-702-8618  C1 SLZP

Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. Phone

When you combine your quartet’s sound with the reasonably-
priced, high-quality painted backdrops, draperies, lighting,
and special gffects from the professionals at Tobins Lake
Studios. Tobins Lake Studios has helped quartets like
yours look goad for the past 50 years.

Call (810) 229-6666 today & ask for our free cataiog
You'll find everything you need at Tobins Lake
o meet your scenic needs.
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Shown in the photo at right, Michael King,
as Prof. Harold Hill {on the left), started
the River City School Board singing in
an Edison, N. J., community theater
production of The Music Marin August.
The quartet, all Sociely membars, was
put together just for the show {Ito r): Jack
Gwinn, tenor; Gregg Burdash, lead;
Marty Israel, bari and Jeff Winik, bass.

Four The Fun Of it sang the national
anthem in the new San Jose Arena
before a roller hockey game in July.
Shown at left are (I to r): Lloyd Oksen,
tenor; John Weingart, lead; Jim Purcall,
bass and Larry Onderdonk, bari.

Shown at left, the Remoulads, from New
Orleans, performed in the Tulane
Summer Lyric Theatre production of The
Music Man for a third time—previous
appearances were in 1972 and 1982—
{Ito r): Ron Redmann, bari; Sol Heiman,
bass; Saul Schneider, lead and Rollie
Neve, tenor.

cHarinonizer
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This year’s headliner quartet at the
Anacortes, Wash., Chapter's annual
salmon bake and show in August was
1997 silver medalist FRED. Shown at
left (I to r): Clay Hine, bari; Joe Clay, bass;
Rick LaRosa, lead and Jared “Pookie”
Carlson, tenor.

Incidentally, the contact man has
changed (again) from that shown in the
Sep/Qct Harmonizer. Contact Rick
LaRosa, 1415 Barrier Road, Marietta,
GA 30066; (770} 928-1862.

Shown at right, flanking Bremerton,
Wash., Mayor Lynn Horton, is the Silver
Bay Mudflats. Her Honor had just
presented the quartet with a
proclamation designating October 4 as
Barbershop Harmony Day in Bremerton,
The members are (I to r): Kevin Bowling,
tencr; Skip Clmstead, lead; Jerry Kelly,
bari and Dave Westbrook, bass.

Just Kiddin' Around, frem the Bryn
Mawr, Pa., Chapter made the
newspapers when it entertained
passengers on the Brandywine Scenic
Railway in July. Shown at left are (Itor):
Lew Hall, tenor; Dave Cunningham, bari,
Dave Ickes, lead and (in back) Charles
Lehman, bass.

1994 Pionser District champ Genuine
Blend performed six concerts in the park
in July with the Kalamazoo Symphony.
Shown at right are (I to r): Butch
Lievense, tenor; Mark Garlock, lead; Dan
Doctor, bass and Kirk Wood, bari.

e,
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more News About Quartets

How many in your quartet? Lew Welch,
who works as a volunteer at the annual
Experimental Aircraft Association (EAA)
fly-in at Oshkosh, Wis., during the first
week of every August, wanted a quartet
lo wish a happy 70th birthday to his wife,
Sunny, on August 3. The EAA records
indicate members who are also
Barbershoppers, so it was no problem
to gather the quintet shown at right (I to
r): Henry Young, tenor; Todd Oxley and
Lee Williams, leads; Harold Carpenter,
bass and Lew Welch, bari.

|
L

Tribute, from the Burlington, Ontario,
Chapter, was the featured performer at
a charity golf tournament to benefit
VOICE, an organization for hearing-
impaired children. The event raised more
than $15,000. Shown at left are (I to r):
Peter Dennet, tenor; Jim O’Neill, lead,
John Roach, bass and Biruce
Bonnyman, bari.

The Barbershopper Brat Bash and
Singfest is now in its 20th year. Rod
Hupach of the Aurora, Hll., Chapter hosts
this annual event at his rural Joliet home.
Guests this yearincluded the Tri-County
Reclamation Project, 1995 lllinois
District seniors champion. Shown at left
are (I to r): John Jordan, bass; Bob
Squires, lead; Jim Foley, bari and Dave
Cowin, tenor.
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The First Ever
Feature-Length
Movie About
The World of
Barbershop!

“VOICES is a high-spirited inspiring
Grand Jury Prize hiumdinger of a movie thal will warm
‘96 Charleston yoitr feart and set your feet tapping!”
P Film Festival - Sqanla Barbara International Film Feslival
lf you've ever tried to explain to friends and family why you love this
hobby so much and they're still scratching their heads, show them this
movie! Over two years in the making, VOICES captures the heart and soul of

Barbershopping. 1t is filled with humanity, love, humeor and some of the finest
music vou'll ever hear, recorded on digital soundtrack.

Winner of the

“1 was stunned by the film .. it is
freartwarming, informative, fasci-
nafing and has really stayed with
mel 1 firmly believe "VOICES" is
worthy of an Academy Award
Homination.”

“Your film very definitely points out thal our
involvement in Barbersfop singing is NOT just a
hobby, but is @ way of life for mest of ws. 1t was
as if you reached down deep inside of me and
exposed my feelings on the screen. 1 laughed!
[ cried! 1 could personally identify with almost
everything in the fitm."

- leanne Jarrelf, Sweef Adelines Inlernalional

A Grear Foliday Gijt Teal

[ Yes! - Send me copies of the VOICES video cassette for just $19.95
plus $5 S+H (California residents add $1.65 sales tax). For credit card orders,
call (310) 450-FILM or fax order formto (310) 656-0770. To order by check, send
order form and $24.95 per tape to:

Seven Rays Pictures, PO Box 1920, Santa Monica, CA 90406

- Scott Catamas, Emmy-
winning TV and [ilm producer.

l- ------------ Please Print Clearly e e
1 Name Phone ( ) 1
| |
| Address I
: City State Zip :
| Credit Card # Exp__ | !
I o |
e puynpeyeppepapeyepepnpepepapepapall
A c Pr:mar:ly "

"| Flus one of the largest selections of Barbershop Chs.

Your indispensable source for all the la test ina cappe!/a news, reviews and recordings
Ili-Lo’s + Four Freslhinen « The Real Group + Manhatian Transfer

Vocal Jazz » Barbershop » Contemporary + Classical » World Muslc
Folk/Traditional « R & B * Gospe!} * Doo-wop » Colleglate

Write now for you free catalog

P. O. Box D - San Anselmo, CA » 94979
(415) 455-8602 Fax: (415) 459-1622
e-mail: harmony@singers.com

I—_IH F==1 Visit Our Web Site At: http://www.singers.com IE_]

s GLEN PHILLIPS

UNIFORMS s
TRUE WHOLESALE
PRIGING!

TUXEDOS
BLACK TUXEDO {ii; $91.90

TUXEDO PANTS $21.95
SHIRTS
WING COLLAR $12.95
LAY DOWN COLLAR $12.95
BAND COLLAR $17.95
ACCESSORIES
CUMMERBUNDS $5.95
BOW TIES $1.95
CUM & TIE SETS $7.90
LAME BOW TIES $4.95
LAME SETS CALL!
(AVAILABLE IN OVER 50 COLORS)
VESTS
BLACK FULL BACK
SHAWL LAPEL $21.95
FULL BACK NO LAPEL
MANY COLORS $18.95
MISC,

KNIT POLO SHIRTS 513.95
SUSPENDERS 5$4.95
TOP HATS $14.95

ALL MERCHANDISE IS BRAND
NEW AND FIRST QUALITY

SAME DAY SHIPPING

UNCONDITIONALLY
GUARANTEED

CUSTOM UNIFORM DESIGN
BIG & TALL SPECIALISTS

NO ORDER T0O BIG
OR 100 SMALL

PLEASE CALL FOR

OUR FREE CATALOG

1-800-841-1620

9AM-5PM EST,
A Mejor Credit Conds Accepted
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Harmony College '97—what a week!

More than 700 Barbershoppers de-

scended upon the Western Missouri

State College campus for another fun-fiiled
and instroctive week at Harmony College
*97 in early August. This annual event seemns
to get better each year. Here are a just a few
testimonials from those in attendance:

“lt really is, as barbershop legend Eavl
Moon often said, like being hot-dipped
in barbershop.”

—Jim Rapp

“This year, many of our classes were
m a newly completed building. It's all
high-tech and connected to the confer-
ence center/cafeteria. So, if it gets hot or
rainy, you don’t have to go outside.
Heckuva deal!”

—John Plazek

“... Harmony College opened up a
whole new avenue for me, after 21 years
of choral directing.”

—Sue Stuart

“Throughout the week our emotional
states ran the gamut from laughter to tears
to tears through laughter. The roar of si-
lence that greeted me as | opened my
dorm window on Sunday morning was
deafening. A great week had come to a
close.”

—Mike Louque

The following comments were made

about Directors College:

“I had a blast! There was so much
positive energy. My life, barbershop and
othenwise, has been changed forever for
the better”

“All of my instructors were outstand-
ing! They presented the informationin a
positive way and made it understandable
and enjoyable”

“Dr. Lyne’s session on Friday night
was incredible ... I've not seen a better
illustration or motivation for singing
welll”

*“Yes, the schedule was quite intensive,
but T came to learn as much as I could.
The faculty, administration and facilities
were superb! It’s great to be a
Barbershopper!”

A number of international quartet cham-

pions were in attendance, ten as faculty, but

five as students!

What more does a man

who’s reached the pinnacle of his hobby need
to learn about it? Plenty, according to Den-
nis Malone (1983), now music director of
the Centreville, Va., Chapter:

“Directing 1l was a humbling experi-
ence for me. Ihave six chorus gotd med-
als and a quartet gold medal—what did 1
need this stuff for? Wow! I spent about
ten minutes in front of the class, and then
they went to work on nie. “You move your
hands too much ... mamtain eye contact
with every chorus member ... make your
cutoffs more definite ... make your starts
more definite. Where is your ictus?’ |
didi’t even know 1 fiad an ictus!” &

iu "I1|

s n. i 5#1 I '. .l

l.| fﬂllEﬂB

*1 LAl

A dozen members of the Association of International Champions (AIC) who were
in attendance at Harmony College gathered for the above photo (I to r}: Rob Menaker
(1996), Earl Hagn (1983), Jeff Baker (1986), Ted Bradshaw {1368), Jack Lyon (1977},
Fred King (1971), Dennis Malone [rear] {1983), Jim Bagby (1986), John Devine
(1976), John Sasine [front] (1996), Gene Cokecroft (1961) and Brett Littlefisld (19986).
International quartet champions also attending, but not pictured, were Don Kahl
(1986), Ron Knickerbocker (1974) and George Evans (19586).

All four members of 1997 medalist Bank Street qualmed for membership in AHSOW
while at Harmony College, each man on afl four parts! Shown above (I to r): Tom
Mullen, tenor; Toby Balsley, lead; Farris Collins, bass and Tony Sparks, bari.
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Shown oppaosite page, Dale Brown Bieber (left) and Charles Lehman flew from
Lebanon, Pa., to Harmony College; however, they were forced down by weather
about 30 miles short of 5t. Joseph. A local couple, Bill and Brenda Stocklas, took
them home with them to dry off and have dinner. The couple also gave the stranded
fiyers the use of their pickup truck to get to Harmony College, without even asking
their names. “Just return the truck before you go back east”

ATTN: BARBERSHOPPERS
THE MYTHS OF CD MAKING

Myth: Making a CD is expensive.
Fact: Making a CD is very affordable (as low as $2.00 each)

Myth: People will buy the compact disc and listen to it
at home rather than coming to our shows.
Fact: People will be more likely to come to your shows if they
own a copy of your CD!

Myth: A compact disc of our group will wear out.
Fact: Compact discs will last forever and make great keepsakes!

Myth: Our quartet or chorus has too many songs to put on a CD.
Fact: Ifyou can't decide which songs to use, make a double CD!

Packages start as low as $2.00 per CD. Packages include digitally
pre-mastered CDs of your group, CD cases, graphic design, full
color covers and traycards, assembly and pb'iy-wrap We
can work from DATs, CDs, records vidgos or cissettes
Give us a call to see how easily your pfo;egt”ce)n gettunderwpyl

I
"

www.tripledisc.com

PH: 1-540-899-3981 FAX: 1-540-373-31902
4521 Vicky LN Fredercksburg. VA 22408
smafl: triplediscfacl.com

el )

Tuxedo Wholesaler

Free 40 page Color Catalogue
call toll free (800) 828-2802.

NEW BLACK TUXEDO
In Polyester
$99.00
New Wing Collar Shirt $15.75
New Layaown Collar Shirt $15.75
Tie & Cummrerbund Sel in Poly/Satin
$8.95
Tie & Cunpmerbund Set in Lamé
$12.95
Bow Tie PolyfSatin $3.00
Bow Tie in Lamé $5.00

Men’s Tuxedo Pant tev.waisi, biact) 524,00
Mei’s Tuxedo Pant tex. waist, tack)  $36.95

Shawl lapel fudl bnck Vest™ $22.50
Shawl Lamé Inpel full back Vest* $29.50
V Neck Lamé Vest $36.00
Suspenders all colors $5.00

Prices subject lo change without notice
*Vests come in Red, Roynl
ad Black with binck lapels
Call a Sales Representative today

(800) 828-2802

Free Catalogue
Samples Available

{Plense seciive with a
credif card.)

Tuxedo Wholesaler
15636 N. 78th St.
Scottsdale, AZ 852610
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Singing valentines cement community ties

ticipating and reports of annual increases in deliveries by seasoncd participants—

! s the Singing Valentine Program continues to expand—wwith more chapters par-

it becomes more and more apparent that this is one of the (if not the) most enjoy-

able and rewarding of barbershop activities, Moreover, many chapters are finding that
community support for their local effort comes easily and with little promotional effort,
once the door is opened. Even hard-hearted media executives seein susceptible to the
sentimental holiday, and many newspapers run front-page photos of quartets in action.

Offering singing valentines is a win-win-win-win proposition. The quartets invariably
report an emotional and enjoyable experience. Most recipients are delighted and over-
come by the event. The public just eats up the stories reported in the media as something
good and positive and wholesome, contrasting with most news as they do. Chapters can
carn serious dollars, for charities or new uniforims, with even a modest program.

Herewith, a few reports and some photos of quartets in action from 1997. Most of them
include tips and ideas that others may wish to try.

MARIETTA, GA.

Although it got a late start this year and
thus had limited participation, the Marietta
Chapter Big Chicken Chorus sang more
than 60 Valentine greetings with six quar-
tets (two borrowed from the Roswell Chap-
ter), raising more than $2,700 for charity and
chapter operations. All the guys had a blast.,
One gig was sung for a regional convention
gathering of several hundred people, and one
was broadcast nationaily on a Christian ra-
dio station. “Valentines Day is a rewarding
time for Barbershoppers.”

Bovne City, MicH,

Three quartels delivered 93 singing val-
entines in and around Petoskey, Mich., gen-
erating more than $2,500 in net revenue for
the Boyne City Snowbelt Chorusand anice
write-up in the local newspaper. The very
attractive flyer indicates that candy and flow-
ers were obtained at cut-rate prices by show-
ing the names of the providers thereon.

The follow-up letter sent to each patron
included a postage-paid return card with
boxes to check regarding reactions (pro and
con} to the event. This almost guarantees a
return engagement next year.

Paromar PAciFic, CALIF,

By committing $1,000 of its proceeds to
the local newspaper’s charity, The Palomar
Pacific Chapter received more than $3,000
of free advertising. The 156 singing valen-
tines delivered netted a total of $5,300. Ar-
rangeiments were made with a local firm to
process all credit card orders.

PARADISE VALLEY, ARIZ,

One quartet inveigled a Phoenix radio
personality (“Skippy” of KOOL 94.5FM} to
run a contest, asking listeners to send in their
reason for having a loved one receive a sing-
ing valentine. The station chose three final-
ists and the quartet performed for them over
the airwvaves a few days before the Paradise
Valley Chapter’s program kicked off for
Valentine’s Day weekend. Great publicity!
The three recipients also were treated to an
in-person delivery, accompanied by Skippy,
for which the station paid the fee.

Granp Forks, N. D.

The chapter decided to wait until next
year, due to getting a late start, so a new
quartet, Fallereek, delivered 24 paid valen-
tines and a few free ones. Favorites were
the ones delivered to elementary school-
teachers. The second-grade girls were en-
tranced, and the boys couldn’t help but
giggle over songs about Jove being sung to
their teacher.

The quartet contacted a local flower shop
and proposed a joint effort. The flower shop
advertised that for $15, flowers would be
delivered by a quartet that would sing two
songs. The shop took all the orders and
handled all the payments. The foursome
didn’t have to fool with billing or order-tak-
ing, stopping by the shop to “refill” every
couple of hours, and the shop got free de-
livery of those specific flower orders.
“Maybe it wouldn’t work for everyone, but
for us—doing this for the first time and at
basically the last minute—it worked great.
The flower shop wrote us a check when it
was all over”

Smith Mountain Lake, Va., Chapter,
delivared this young man’s mom a
singing valentine (I to r): Joel Kramer,
tenor; Larry Walker, lead; Irv Latham,
bass and Bill Wenzel, bari.

FrepericTon, NEW Brunswick, CANADA

The Fredericton Chapter has been offer-
ing singing valentines since 1993 and the
number of requests received has not varied
much each year—this year it received 115
requests and collected $3,400. However, it
is “our biggest fund raiser and our best
means of PR. One of our three quartets only
has to walk into a premises wearing our red
sweaters and the public knows who we are
and why we are there. Not bad for a chapter
of about 27 members.”

Three years ago, Fredericton started to
use cellular phones for communication while
on the road. Last minute orders are readily
accepted and filled in this way. “It has also
helped an occasional lost quartet.”

For the past two years the group has been
accepting VISA and that has greatly aided
in collecting its fees. The equipment is
rented for short term from the local bank
and it is reported to be worth the nominal
cost. FEach year, around thc time of
Valentine’s Day, one of the quartets is fea-
tured on the cover of the Leisure Section of
the local newspaper.

PEORIA, 1LL.

The Peoria Chapter doubled the nuinber
of singing valentines delivered this year (86),
thanks to advance planning, timely adver-
tising (including a 90-second spotona TV
newscast taken from a videotape of a quar-
tet rehiearsal} and participation by half of its
members. Two orders came in through the
Society’s Singing Valentines website.
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ABILENE, TEXAS

Eleven men, operating as (wo quartets,
delivered 89 singing valentines for the
Abilene Chapter, which was pretty good for
a chapter of (then) nine active members (the
other two joined/renewed afterward). About
$2,000 was added to the chapter colfers.

[More photos on page 34}

Nothing Flat, from the Athens, Ga.,
Chapter, contributed its singing
valentines proceeds to Heartspring.
Shown at right (Itor) are: Larry Peterson,
tenor; Harry Woods, lead; Bill Fanning,
bass and Jack Brady, bari.

Shown at lefl, the Sea-Chords quariet
was part of the Singing Valenlines
program conducted by the Greater
Atlantic City, N. J., Chapler (clockwise
from top): Gil Mason, tenor; Don Kelley,
bass; Dick Blair, lead and Art Stanford,
bari.

At left, The Old Hats quartet, from the
Buckeye-Columbus, Ohio Chapter, was
taking a dinner break from singing
valentines when a young man seated
nearby with his girlfriend asked for a love
song to he sung to her. Afterward, he
proposed and she accepted. The
members are (| to r): Rodger Suver,
tenor; Al Leuthe, lead; Tom Larsen, bari
and Al Castrodale, bass.

At left, a quartet from the Casper, Wyo.,
Chapter delivered a singing valentine to
this young lady that included a proposal
of marriage (she accepted). Shown (I to
r) are: Randy Ross, tenor; Larry DiLibero,
lead; Carol Moore, recipient; Chuck
Stewart, bass and Duane Spildie, bari.

November/December 1997

SHarmonizer™

a3



Shown at right, a mini-chorus from the
Raleigh, N. C., Chapter presented
singing valentines at a local mall. Each
sweetheart serenaded received a
videotape of the event. Tapes and
camcorder use were donated by the
Sears store, before whose entrance the
performances ook place.

Representing the Knoxville Smokyland,
Tenn., Chapter, Three Nice Guys
relaxed for a photo after presenting a
singing valentine. Shown at right {l to 1}
are: Bill Issel, bari; Horace Bennett, lead;
Mary Lou, recipient; Edwin Jenkins, bass
and Ron Dubois, tenor. [Wonder which
one of them is not a nice guy?]

Five years ago, That Old Gang of Mine,
from the Melbourne, Fla., Chapter,
presented a singing valentine to Mrs.
Kathryn Weber on her 95th birthday. By
her special request, the foursome
reunited to sing for her again this year,
commemorating her 100th birthday.
Shown at left, {l to r): George
Liacopoulos, tenor; Wes Kirby, lead;
Russ Edmundson, bass and Bill Taylor,
bari.

A quartet from the Norway-South Paris,
Me., Chapter garnered newspaper
coverage of the chapter’s first Singing
Valentine venture. Shown atleftare (I to
r}: Ted Tracy, tenor; Steve Sessions, lead;
Carl Foster, bass and Dave Tilley, bari.
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Tribute giving report for 1997

The following gifis were received between January I and September 17, 1997

IN MEMORY

Ralph Aldridge®

Akron, Ohio, Chapter
Mrs, Anila Blank’

Roberl M. Hockenbrough
Bob Bolhe?

Thomas S. Millot

Toban Dvoretzky

Fred Hinesley, Jr.

Harlan P. Derand

John R. Baird

Kenneth H. Wheeler
Ralph Bryant!

San Francisco, Calif., Chapter
Randy Chisholm! =47

Jackson, MS Chapter

Joseph A. Stanlonis

Ralph Shonk

Standing Room Qnly quartet

Don Loos

Eart Hagn

Harold Hooper

Gerald P. Finney

Ms. Dlanne K. Murphy

Vemnon L. Biggs

Ms, Dreama Frasure

Thomas Schlinkerl

Lawrence M. Silva

Don Gray

Mrs. Anne M. Alverson

Robert W. DePuy, Jr.

Philip K. Fisher

St. Thomas, Ontario, Chapter

ts. Alicia Thorpe

Ms. Deanna Keppler

Ms. Retha Yevonne Shade

Troy B. Stauffer

Mason City, lowa, Chapter

Ms. Betty V. Grant

Alvin W. Leuthe

Don Davis

Bob Davis

Dan Davis

William Davis

Ms. Janice S. Davis

David R. Johnson

John B. Rilzinger
Bradford E. Scott
James Morgan
Checkmate quarlel
Buckeye-Columbus, Ghig, Chapter
The Roaring '20s quartet
Dr. James D. Richards
Thomas Gonnolly'
Denver Mountainaires, Colo., Chapler
Bob Cunningham®
Earl Hagn
Ms. Carol Few*
James C. Warner
Harold Frazer®
Ray McLeod
John R. Galloway'
Collinsville, Ill., Chapter
H. C. Hall'
Central States District
Mrs. Pauline Hall!
Joe L. Singer
Lloyd Noble
Alex Singer
A. Arch McDonald
Rupert Hall?
D. P. Hall
Louis G. Hill, Jr.!
Olean, N. Y., Chapter
Todd M. Huri*
Philip K. Fisher
Paul Kelleher!
Richard D. Haig
Gerald Knudsop®2*
The Ritz quartet
Mary Lou Nichol
Bill Main
Benjamin C. Ayling
Jerry McPhee?
Richard D. Moyer
Earl Moon®
Roger Lusk
Allen P. Wolter
Nightlife quartet
Lester Munneke’
Robert M. Hockenbrough

ifts made in memory of a Barbershopper,
family member or friend, in honor of or ree-
ognition of an individual, express what words
alone cannot convey. Gifts to the Keep A Melody
Ringing Memeorial Endowment Fund and other
cndowment funds of Harmony Fonndation,
SingAmecrica and SingCanada, or to the Heritage
Hall Museum help support the futnre of barber-
shop harmony. For more information about trib-
ule giving, contact:
Gary Stamm
Harmony Foundation Executive Director
6315 Third Avenue
Kenosha, WI 53143
(800) 876-5ING

Charlie Neeb!

Donald L. Reigel
Dick R. Neely’

Robert M. Hockenbrough
Bill Park’

Mrs. Joan H. Park
William J. Pavelka®

Dallas Big D, Texas, Chapter
Earl Ross?

Mrs. Irene B. Ross
Joseph Ryan®

Ms. Suzanne Garrow
Melvin Smith!

Fredric E. Teller
Ken Stansfield*

Duane G. Hutlon
George VanSchepen?

Merle L. Dickinson
George W(lhelmson?

Leon Shapiro

IN HONOR AND APPRECIATION
Joe Liles*
Ms. Michelle Cline Cadogan
Jim & Jean Nolan*
J. Curtis Roberts

'Keep A Melody Ringing Memarial Endowment
?AHSOW Endowment Fund

SUnresiricted Endowment Fund

4SingAmerica and SingCanada Fund

A .1.C. Endawment

“€arl Moon Memorial Endovment

Dave Stevens Memorial - (Museum Endowmant)
tanton, OH Chapter Endowment Fund

stock no, 6025

<
9 |
v
8
Let's sing a-bout it one more time; To- mor-row night is the Dark-town Strut-ters’ Ball, that's all.
: :m%% rx :
. 4 = I | 1 | 1 I Lr 1 =
% I I T [ 1 1| T 1 | AN | H I I T T ) 4 ] — 1 = R |
y — 2 * 1

Jack Baird, 1973
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Swipes 'n' Swaps listings are non-commercial ads only, published as a service 10 readers. Rale: $25 per column
inch or portion thereof. All ads subjecl Lo approval by the publisher.

CHORUS DIRECTOR—SPEBSQSA

The Norfolk, Va., Chapler is a mature organizalion with
55 members. It won the most improved chorus award
in 1992 and 1993, and placed 5th gverall in the 1996
MAD Soulhern Division competilion. We are looking
for a knowledgeable, energetic director, a dynamic
leader with excellent communicaticns skills, vho can
help us attain a conlest-winning level. A music team is
in place to help you “make il happen.” We are but a
few minutes from some of the best beaches on the
east coast and only hours from the mountains. The
area is rich in cultural and historical allraclions, and
has a population of more than 1.5 million—great for
potential growth, but withowt big-city congestion. In-
terested parties contact David Plerce, president, (757)
548-8729.

ASSISTANT CHORUS DIRECTOR—

SPEBSQSA

The Summit Gily Chorus of Fort Wayne, In., seeks as-
sistant chorus director with possibility of moving to
director.  Third-place 1996 Cardinal Dislrict, going to
Austria in 1998. Members working hard to improve
music knowledge, voice and performance. Contact Phil
Gole, MuVP, (219) 627-2349 eves or send e-mail 1o
Freedom@Noblecan.org.

UNIFORMS FOR RENT
FOR RENT - World War |l uniforms, complete with hats,
ties and web bells. Gonlact Roy Devereaux, 2702 Lo-
gan St., Camp Hill, PA 17011; (717) 737-8393.

FOR RENT - Irish [eprechaun coslumes, include pointed
shoes, rufiled shirt, green coat and panls. Conlact Craig
Nouinger, 202 W. Ridge Rd., Dillburg, PA 17019; {717)
432-9055.

UNIFORMS FOR SALE
For sale: 45 classy gray tuxes w/black trim—=3$800.
Includes slacks, shirts, vesls and cummerbunds. Good
selection of sizes. Conlact Archie Lessard (500} 686-
9507.

For sale: 50 cream/of[-white tuxedos, Includes jacket,
adjustable trousers, shirt, vest, bowtie and shoes, Also,
many exlra pieces. $2,500 for everything. Contacl
Larry Walsh (608) 754-0925.

REUNION

Attention former Harmonizers! The Alexandria Chap-
ter Is planning a reunion 1he weekend of Seplember
12, 1998 to celebrate its 50th anniversary. We would
like you to join us for this important occasion. To get
on the mailing lisi, please send your name and address
lo Wilbur Sparks, 6724 261h Streel N, Arlington, VA
22213-1109. E-mail, wsparks@erols.com.

g

For saie: 1985 Winnebago Elandan 34', 44,000 mi.,
loaded, air ride, sleeps 7, 6,500KW gen., dual air & heat,
enl ctr wifice mks, stored inside, very clean, all oplions.
$24,500. Kenosha, Wis. (414) 552-7044.
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CHORUS DIRECTOR—SWEET ADELINES

INTERNATIONAL
Lakeside Chorus (Bellevue, Wash.) is accepting apoli-
calions for the position of director. Wa are a large,
medal-winning chorus whh 15 regional championships
and 3rd- 4th- and Sth-place international medals. I
you are experienced in the barbershop style and want
to work with a forward-moving, competitive viomen’s
chorus, get in touch; Gail Jones, 3233 571h Ave., SW,
Sealtle, WA 98116; (206) 935-7379 or fax (206) 937-
3070.

MISCELLANEQUS
My lavyer advises me not 1o discuss the ongoing legal
action, but, to make a long stery short, my wife ran olf
with my archives and | miss it. Grady Kerr, SWD Hislo-
rian, 8403 Mandervilie Lane #1072 N, Dallas, Texas
75231; (214) 369-5893; e-mail SWORoundup@aol.com.

For sale: record collection, original recordings 1940-
1988, quartels and choruses. Most are Society. More
than 170 records & tapes, many rare, from 45-year col-
lection of 78s and 33 rpms. $1,050 PPD (east). Please
send large s.a.s.e. for list. Enlire collection only, no
singles. Ford L. Ross, 11020 SW 15th Manor, Davie, FL
33324; (954) 472-2631.

Sing in the Sun!

A 7-day sail through the
COestenn C axibbean.

Siveet Adelines Inrcenational’s
1998-99 Haesident, Karen Breidert,
and an international chruu;uimz grartet
will tead o barbershop “cruise chorees”
in wchearsale and perormance!

Cruise prices begin at $943.
The dream begins at departure,
May 23, 1998,

Call Mary Kay or Gina at
Adyenture Travel, 800-346-5526

PUBLISHER'S STATEMENT

STATEMENT REQUIRED BY THE ACT OF AUGUST 24,
1912, AS AMENDED BY THE ACTS OF MARCH 3, 1933,
JULY 2, 1946 AND JUNE 11, 1960 (74 STAT. 208)
SHOQWING THE OWNERSHIP, MANAGEMENT AND
CIRCULATION CF THE HARMONIZER published in
January, March, May, July, Seplember and November
at Kenosha, Wisconsin, for October 1, 1997,

1. The names and addresses of the publisher,
edilor, managing edilor and business addresses are:
Publisher, Scciety fer the Preservation and
Encouragement of Bacher Shop Quartet Singing in
America, Inc., 7930 Sheridan Road, Kenosha,
Wisconsin 53143-5199; Editor, Dan DQaily, 6315 Third
Avenue, Kenosha, Wisconsin 53143-5199, Managing
Edilor, Mone; Business Manager, Frank Santarelli, 7930
Sheridan Road, Kenosha, Wiscansin 53143-5199,

2. The owmer is: (if owned by a corporation, its
name and address must be slaled and also immediately
lhereunder the names and addresses of stockholders
owning or holding 1 percent or more of tolal amount of
stock. [f nol owned by a corporation, the names and
addresses of the individual owners must be given. I
owned by a partnership or olher unincorporated firm,
ils name and address, as well as that of each individual
member, must be given.) Scciety for the Preservation
and Encouragement of Barber Shop Quartet Singing in
America, Inc., 6315 Third Avenue, Kenosha, Wisconsin
53143-5194.

3. The known bondholders, mortgagees and olher
security holders owning or holding 1 percent or more
of total amount of bonds, mortgages, or olher
securilies are: (if there are none, so state.) None.

4, Paragraphs 2 and 3 include, in cases where the
stockholders or security nholder appears upon the
books of the company as frustees or in any other
fiduciary refation, the name of the person or
cosporation for whom such trustee is acling; also the
statement in the two paragraphs shows the affiliant's
full knowledge and belief as Lo the circumstances and
conditions under which stockholders and security
holders, who do not appear upon the books of the
company as irustees, hold stock and securitios in a
capacily other 1han ihat of a bonafide owner.

5§, The average number of copies of each issue of
this publicatlon sold or distributed, through the mails
or otherwise, to paid subscribers during the 12 months
preceeding the dale shown above was: ([this
informalion is required by the act of June 11, 1960, to
be inctuded in all statements regardless of frequency of
issues) 34,437

Dan Daily, Editor

cYBer-TUNE @lasaie

THE NEW ELECTRONIC PITCH

; PIPE
. MOLELH eae,

ot Piten o,

YOLU CAN'T SING
CN PITCH
{FYOU DON'T START
ON BITCH
CYALR-TUNE
Glasrie 7 INDEMAC, INC.

Computer Producta Div.
6644 St. Vincent Ave.
shreveport, LA 71108

Call; (318)865-4681

$34.9
(pius $5.00 S/H)
Balt Pouch $9,95
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Join the 1997-98 World Champion BARBERSHOP QUARTET

YESTERYEAR

in their European debut featuring a special 15-day program of
scenic wonders, fabulous barbershop harmony and great fun in

Vienna, Salzburg, Innsbruck, Munich, the Rhine
Valley and the Tyrolean Alps

Tour includes:

it 4
** Roundtrip transatlantic jet transportation from
New York t0 Vienna and from Amsterdam to New )
York via KLM or on other regularly scheduled airline. - \<
Departures are available at a slight additional cost . Q
from other gateways (e.g. Atlanta - $30.00; Chicago - s
$125.00). ' '

o= y » o . . (] M
**  Accommodations on twin/double basis in Tet p o .
Superior or first-class hotels with private bath o P Wl 1
shower, Single supplement is $349.00 additional and ’ e 0° b
must be booked in advance, % ‘e -

*+ Continental or buffet breakfast and table d’hte Fasa

dinner daily except one dinner in Munich which will e z
give participants an opportunity to sample cuisine’s

of their choices.

** Deluxe motorcoach for all ground transportation,

AUGUST 6, 1998
to
AUGUST 20, 1998

** Sightseeing programs in Vienna, Salzburg,
Munich, etc. including a Rhine cruise, entry to
barbershop concert in Vienna area arxl barbershop
show in Holland,

** Full time tour escort fromm Windsor Travel, Litd.

** All baggage handling (one suitcase per person) at
all hotels including tips to hotel personnel,

** All service charges and foreign taxes except airline
taxes and security charges.

(773) 581-4404 or 1-800-648-7456

WINDSOR TRAVEL, LTD.
5935 South Pulaski Road
Chicapo, 1inois 60629

iy

" R “Tours of Distinction”

YES! Please tell me more.

NAME:

TRAYEL ARRANGEMENTS BY:

only $2695.00

including airfare from New York
PRICE IS GUARANTEED

Yesteryear

ADDRESS:

CITY:

Z1P:
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JUST IN TIME FOR
CHRISTMAS!

"VOICES"
featuring THE

VOCAL MAJORITY
and ACQUSTIX

Ihe awand winning video
documentary (84 minules)
£19.95
péus 85 for shipping

=139 "} .
N

LT T

THE YErCAl

MartxTy

14

"It's Beginning To Look A Lot Like Christmas"

ACOUSTIX — Stars & Stripes, The New Science Of Sound
THE SUNTOMNES —The Complete Works, Volumes 2, 3, 4, &
THE DEALER'S CHOICE - The Anthology, Volumes 1, 2, 3, 4
THE VOCAL MAJORITY — How Sweet The Sound, The Music Never Ends, 1'll Be Seeing You,
Best Of The Early Years, Alleluia, The Secret Of Christmas

COMPACT DISCS: $15 + CASSETTE TAPES: $10
N. American shipping, add $2.50 per order * Outside N. America, add $2.50 per item, with a minimum of $5 per order

Please visit our web site:
WA 3R GO STHESCOTI

Make all checks payable to:

/D0ET @ i

Credit Card orders call 214/265-STiX(7849) or FAX Gredit Card orders 24 hours a day, 7 days a week to 214/265-3555
10455 N. Central Expressway, #109-128 / Dallas, TX 75231-2211 USA or email your Credit Card orders t0: ncoustix @aivmail net

Make plans to attend our “Jazz, Jazz, Jazz"concers on February 28, 1998 at 4 & 8. pm, '-

with special'ouests, The Dalfas Jazz Orefhesira at the historic Lakawood Theater n Dallas.
di i B i B B i B i B B e B B e B B B B e B B B B B B B B B B A e B B i B B B




