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ALL PLANS COMPLETED FOR
19144 INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE

Detroit Awaits Chapter Officers and
International Board Members

When the members of the International Board veted
unanimously on January 15th that, in view of the con-
tinuing crowded condition of the ratlroads and the 1m-
possibility of motor transportation, the 194« Convention,
as such, should be dispensed with, the question to be met
was “Whar to do?” The Board decided to substitute for
the usual Convention a Conference of Chapter Officers
and a series of meetings of the Inrernational Officers and
other members of the Board, with the Sixth Annual
Quartet Contest “‘spotted’” in between business sessions.

As we stated in the March Harvmonizer, realizing that
all Socicty members have more than enough to do these
days without being saddled with the responsibility of stag-
ing even such a comparatively simple affair as the 1044
event will be, the Board members themselves will super-
vise the affair with inany of the details delegated to Michi-
gan's 27 Chapters, The major portion of the work has,
of course, fallen an the Detroit and Qakiand County
Chapters, because of their proximity to the scene of the
Conference. T'he General Committee in Charge consists
of Tnternational President Hal Staab, Supervising Gen-
eral Chairman ; Inrernational Secretary Carroll P. Adams,
(ieneral Chairman; International Board Members Joseph
P. Wolff, Associate General Chairman; Carleton Scott,
Associate General Chairman: Rav Campau, Frank C.
Morse, Burnett J. Abbott, John R. Buitendorp.

Harold D. Wright, Secretary of the Detroit Chapter,
is acting as Conference Treasurer and Thurlo G. "Red”
Masters of the Detroit and Qakland County Chapters
heads the all-important Quartet Registration Committee.
Other details of the Conference and Contest will be found
in other pages of this Bulletin,

Business Sessions During Conlference

The 1943-44 International Board will finish its vear’s
labors with an all-afternoon session on Thursday, June
15th, and a two-hour Breakfast Meeting on Friday. New
Board Members and the 1944-45 Taternational Officers
will be elected at the latter session and they will be an-
nounced and intreduced during the President’s Program
Friday evening.

On Sunday the new Board will meet for breakfast and
a discussion of general plans for the ensuing year. The
1944-45 Standing Committees will be announced.

On Friday evening all Chapter Presidents and Secre-
taries in attendance at the Conference will gather for a
dinner meeting and a discussion of Chapter problems and
plans.

The predominant note of the entire Conference will
be the development and encouragement of entercatnient
unmits that are capable of and that will contribute to the
war effort and to service and civilian morale.

Complete Schedule
Imternational Counference

Opening Sessions, Thursday, June 15

Al Sesstons Except Finals in Book-Cadiifac Heatel

Thursday— 9:00 A.M. Conference Registration opens
10:30 AM. Annuval Business Meeting—
Board of Directors of
Michigan Association of Chapters
1:30 P.M.~ 5:00 P.M. — Meeting of International
Board of Directors
7:00 P.M.- B:00 P.M. — Meeting of Contest Judges
$:00 P.M. — Preliminary No. 1
Friday 8:00 AM.-10:00 A M. — Breakfast Meeting of In-
ternaticnal Board
10:00 AM.-10:30 AM. — Meeting of Contest Judges
10:30 A.M. — Preluninary No, 2
2:30 P.M. — Preluninary No. 3

5:00 P.M.- 7:30 P.M. — Dinner Meeting—Chap-
ter Presidents and
Secretaries

§:00 P.M. — President’s Program and
SPEBSQSA Varlery
Show

11:30 P.M. — Reunion of Okies Alumni
Association

Saturday—I10:00 AM-10:30 A M. — Meeting ol Concest Judges
10:30 AM. — Preliminary No. 4
12:30 P.M. — Luncheon Meeting of Clul
of Former National
Champiens
30 P.ML — Preliminary No. §
100 P.M. — Official Announcement
{by Judges) of 15
Finalist Quartets
7:30 PM.- 8:00 P.M. — Meeting of Contest Judges
$:00 P.M. — Finals — Masonic Temple
Main Auditorium
Sunday —  9:00 AM.-11:00 A.M. — Breakfast Meeting 1944-
45 International Board
of Directors

o b

Sonnd System in
Capable Mands

International Board Member, Joseph P. Wolff, and
Dal Metcalt and Ernie Orling of the Detroit Chapter
have worked long and hard as the Committee on Stage
Arrangements and Sound Systems for the Finals in Ma-
sonic. Temple. A “shell” will be a part of the stage
setup.  That plan has been used most successfully this
vear at seveval Michigan Parades of Quartets,

[nternational Board Member, W. Carleton Scott and
Dick Rowley and Butch Baum of the Qakland County
Chapter, are handling the saine features for che five
Preliminary Sessions at the Book-Cadillac.
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1944 INTERNATIONAL
CONTEST RULES

For the informarion of the members of all quartets
competing in the 1944 Inrernational Contest at Detrote,
June 13, 16, 17, we are again printing the official rules
drawn up by the Board of Directors of the Society. To
the 12 governming rules originally stpulated, chere has
been added one which regnires that all members of com-
peting quartets be members in good standing of their
home Chapter, that the Chapter be in good standing. and
that the quirter members be duly registered as attendants
at the Conterence.  The last has been in effect in past
LContests.

RULES

1. The fiftern: highesi graded quartels from preliminary contesls shall
compete in the Anals regardless of which preliminary they sana in.

2. No announcement of preliminary winners shall he made until all
preliminaries have ended and the entire hst of fAnalists is available.

(n) There shall be 8 judges in cach confesn.

=

(bY There shall be 4 alternate judges who shall keep their score
of ench guartet available For use if and when noeded,

(e] There zhall be two lime keepers.
4. Judpges shail act ns specialists and be assigned to judpe searing
features as follows:
2 to judge hnrmony accuraey
2 o judge voice expression (blend), ewc.
2 to judge arranyemsnt
Z 1o judge stage prescrce and costume.

A judge shall =core points ng {ollows according tn the fenlure 1o

@

which he is negipned:

Score up to

Harmony Acturacy e e A00 nls.

Voice Expression ... i i e, 300 pts.

ArTanE e men . e s 300 pis.

Stage Prestnee ..o s 50

CoslilmeE .ottt i i i e ie e iieii e i 30— 190 pts.
Tobal e e 1000 s,

f. Religious and patriolic numbers shall he barred {rem ¢ompetilion.

1. Songs conzidered inappropriate mav he penalized by the judges in
their =coring, bul ra number properly rendered in the harbershop
stvle shall be penalized because of its date of publication.

§. A quavtet shall be limited to singing two numbers or medlevs, but

must not exeeed six minutes total singing time. (Penalty : one
point shall be deducted fraom each judee's score for each second or
fraction thereol Ithat a yuartet exceeds the time limit as deter-

wmined by the averape of the overiime recorded by the Limekeepers.)

9. Championg of other vears shall not he eligible for competition un-
less only two members of ihe orizinal quarlet are members of a
new quartel which may then compete under a different nane.

10, No singer muy =ing in jnare than one cumpeling qoartet in pre-
Jiminaries ur final contest.

I1t. A apecial prize shuil be provid-d for the best “"Gay Nineties” cos-
tunie warn by any quartet computine in the preliminaries. The
fwo judges responsible for “‘steze presonce and cosfnme” score shal!
seleer the winners who shall be presented with their prive while
the judges are compuling Lheir scores af the finals contest,

[Z. Any quuriel mot ready to perform in the TFinals Conteat wheon
called upon to do so shall be penalized flve points by cach judee.
Such quartet shall e moved inte the next position on the program
and shall again be poualized additional points for each offerar and
thig rinm repeated until they appear. The Master of Cersmonics
and biz assistant shall sign a penalty slip Lo be delivered to the
hend dudwe immedintely following the end of the contest, showing
the number of lale penalties which occurred.

FINALS

T'he 4300 sear Main Auditorimn of the Detroit Ma-
sonic Temple 15 1o be the scene of the Finals on Saturday
evening of the Conference weekend. Indications are that
all seats will be sold before June 10th, so if you haven't
registered for the Conference and thereby obtained your
reserved seat for the Finals, we suggest that you air mail
or wire nnmediately International Secretary Carroll P.
Adams ar his home, 19220 Gainsborough Road, Detroit
23 (phone Evergreen 0606) or at the Conference office
—Parlor K, Book-Cadillac Hotel, Detroit, (phone Ran-
dolph 8873).

Besides the 15 competing quartets, the program will
include a ralk by a representative of the American Red
Cross, and community singing led by Capr. George W,
Campbell, Music Officer of the Sixth Army Corps Area.
The audience will also have the opportunity of hearing
last vear’s National Champions, The 4 FHlarmonizers, and
the 1942 Champs, The Elastc 4,

WELCOME CANADA

Executive Committee of the Windser, Ontario, Chap-
ter—L. to R.—Top row—R, F. (Bob) Jones, Pres.;
Val Clare, W. A, (Hap) Baxter, Vice-Pres., Frank
Williamsen: Boillom row—Hareld Deadman, Giles A.
McMabon, Sec.. John Mason, Treas.

With the chartering of Windsor, Ontario, Canada
Chapter, SPEBSQSA becomes an international organiza-
ton. Detroir and Oakland County Chapters share equally
the credit for this latest. and
important, addition to our
yoster of Chapters.  With
plans under way for several
other Canadian Chapters, it
begins ta lock as thouch
Owen Cash’s brainchild

knows no limits.

Thanks and a bow go to
Le. Col. Wilkinson for an
assist in rthe formation of
Windsor.  His is much of
the spade work preliminary &
to the formation of every 3?
successful Chapter. We ex- 04
pect much from Canada and
from Windsor particularly,

Lt. Col. Geo. T, Wilkinson.
Hanorary President

.



CONGRATULATIONS

to the new

INTERNATIONAL CHAMPIONS
and OTHER FINALISTS

YOurs IS the just reward of the right combination of
merit and hard work... Chicago (The City of Champions)

is proud to pay tribute.

[N o
b = =

May we extend a most cordial invitation to the First,
Second, snd  Third place winners of the Detroit Contest
to appear on our fall Festival of Fun and " onetics” to
be held, Sunday Aflternoon, October 29th in the begutiful
Civic Opera House in Chicago.

.,
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THE CHICAGO CHAPTER

ILLINOIS NUMBER 1
HEADQUARTERS ... MORRISON HOTEL
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COMPETING QUARTETS
ATTENTION

If vou haven't fled your official quartet entry for the
sinth Anaual [nternational Contest, berrer wee it in im-
mediately to Thurle G. “Red” Masters, 14861 Ferguson,
Detroit 27, Mich. “Red” is the Chairman of the “Quar-
tet Registration™ Comniittee, which will function through-
out the three-day Canference also, as the “Contest” Com-
mittee.  Quartets already entered have becn notified as to
which of the five Prelimimaries chey have been assigned to.

Quartets must repoert to the Committee, in the Tralian
‘Garden of the Book-Cadillac Hotel. 15 minutes before
the opening of the Session in which the quartet is ta com-
pete. Credentials in the form of paid up Chapter Mem-
bership Cards and 1944 [nternational Conference registra-
tion books must be presented to a member of "Red’s”
Committee before the quarter sings. Townediately follow-
ing their appearance in the Preliminary, the quartet will
return to the [talian Gareden to be photographed. and to
pose for the official Conference movie—then go to the
recording voom on the Jth floar for the making of records.

At 6:00 P. M. an Sarurday, the decision of the Judges
will be unnounced from the stage of the Grand Ball
Room, and the members of the }5 quartets chosen for
the Finals will scurry around to zet “prettied” up and
ready for the charterved busses which will convey them
ta and from the Masonic Temple, where an audience of
4500 will see and hear them go through their paces,

CAPTAIN CAMPBELL
WILL RE THERE

Remember Caprain Guorge W, Campbell, song leader
extraordinary, ar Chicago last June? He was a Lieu-
tenant then. The Army has arranved his official duties
so that he will be in the Detroit Avea {Seifridge Iield,
Fory Custer, etc.) during the days of our Conference In
Detroit and will be on hand to lead the gang singing at
several of the sesssions. Captain Campbell is Ausic Of-
ficer of the Sinth Army Corps, with headquarters in
Chicago.

Conference Registration

Evervone who plans to attend the Conference and
Quartet Contest is urged to register immediately by mail-
ing in the blank for that purpose enclosed in the Narch
Harmonizer. Fhe fee for all events, including the five
Preliminaries, the Friday Night Variety Show, President's
Party, Souveniv Program, and a reserved scat ar the
Finals, 5 $3.00 (including tax). Checks should be made
pavable to Harold I). Wright, Treasurer and mailed to
International Secretary Carvoll P, Adams ar 19220
Gainsborouzh Road, Detroit 23, 1f wvou have mislaid the
registration blank, a letter will suffice- -bur goc it starced
on its way at once. Seats ar the Finals are being snapped
up rapidly.  Conference registrations are necessarily being
limited to 1300, because that is the capacity of the Grand
Rall Room of the Book-Cadillac Hotel, where all Pre-
liminaries are tu be held. Don’t procrastinate, If vou do
“You'lt be serry!”

Kalamazoo Chapter Aids Vets

Ted Kornmann, right, Pres, Kalamazoe Chapter,
presents $1.000 check to Fred Newman, lelt. and Frank

Hawkins, center, officers of the Military Order of
Cooties, an organization devoted to the aid ef wounded
vels, It represented the profic from the Chapter’s annual
minstrel show.

THE FUTUREK

With the passing of each year, our Society has hecome
better and more favorably known.  Publicity now in
process of formulation is bound to give us an Impetus
mn vroweh that may even double our membership during
the coming yvear.

The Board of Directors are engaged in the planming
of leng range policies thar will take carc of any eventual-
iy, Among the things now heing thoroughly considered,
are the establishment of a suitable headquarters office,
the engagement of a full-time Executive Secretary, the
publication of a song book of Society arrangements in
conjunction with a well-known music publisher, che
establishment of z streamilined House of Delegares, the
promotion of a series of radio programs by our top-fight
quartets, the publicavion of an even berter and larger
maga~zine, the establishment of an International Commut-
tee on Society ethics, the formation of a "Champions
Club™ composed of memnbers of past championship quartets.
We are even giving consideration to future changes in
convention management that may he necess'tated by ever
increasing attendance, a svstem of district elimtnation con-
tests becunse of the large number of quartets that may be
entered 1 vears to come, the possibilities of sound movies
of the winning quartets, and methods for getting more
records of our top-ﬂight quartets into the hands of our
members.

The problems confronting our Incernational Board of
Directors are diverse, intricate and challenging, and they
will be solved in a manner that will be for the hest -
rerests of the members ot the Seociety.

HAL STAAB,

International President




"IN THE BIGGENT
TYPE WE CAN UNE
WE EXTEND OUR
WELCOME TO BE

. WITH US IN DETROIT
ON JUNE 15-16-17

THE DETROIT CHAPTER
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THE FOUNDER. 0. C. CASIL.
ON BLIND “EMPIRES”

F\“ I don'r. know why [ keep thinking
\_,L of the Grand Rapids Conventlon un-
less the lousy deal the "Okies” got
in that city reminds me of a similar
streak of bad luck that overtook mv
bali team, the “Bluejacker Boosters,”
doring my bovhood davs at Blue-
jacker, Indian Territory.

Back arcund 1910 T got me up a
ball nine that was a steimwinder—bear every tean in the
country until we began to vun into a bunch of blind eny-
pires.  OF course, | was captain of the team, plaved iirst
base, batted in the clean-up position and drove in pracu-
cally all the runs just like Lou (GGehrig. 1 was also con-
ceded to be the world’s greatest barbershop baritone even
i those days of good barbershop quartets and splendid
buritones. Well it was my customn just before the begin-
ning of each home game, afrer the Bluejacket Silver Cor-
net Band had wound up its concert (1 was director of
the Band, too} to get three ather stars of our ball nine
whao, with me, made up our quarter and gather around
home base and rip off thiee or four nuinbers, We always
wound up with “When It's Apple Blossom Time in
Normandy” and "Cuddle up a Little Closer.” We made
it a practice to throw our arms around the empire sort
of friendly-like while singing.

Afrer these preliminaries 1t was a foregone conclusion
that the “Blucjacket Bopsters”™ would likely win the ball
game.  And by giving the fans a Band Concert, some
good quartet singing, and winnmng the ball game (and
incidentally T usually knocked one or two home runs dur-
ing the wame} very few ever asked for their Z3c back.
But we ran into trouble when we started going away
from homne to play Welch, Navassa, Fairland, Vinita and
other teams.  The empires in these towns were just as
blind as bats and had absolutely no appreciation or un-

SPEAKS HIS MIND
AND “DEEF” JUDGES

derstanding of good music, whatever.  All of which brings
me to the subject of the deef quarcet judges that were on
duty when the Okies performed at Grand Rapids.

The Okres sang in the Arst preliminary and from all
unbiased reports went over big with rhe audience. Bur
just ro show vyou how incompetent and prejudiced the
Judges were, one of them came rushing over to me after
the quarter had fimished and said: “The Okies have cer-
rainly won one distinction,  They have the honer of be-
ing the hrst quartet eliminated in the contest.”

# Kk
Well, T couldn’t understand it all wntil [ made some
ingquivies abour the judges and thelr background. T found
out one was a lantern makeir from somewhere upstate
New York. The continual hammering and picking away
on them tin lanterns, they say, has simply made him as
deef as a board. Then there was an Irishman—Reagan
1 think was his name—from Philadelphia or somewhere,
{wonder whatever became of that guvi, who was an elec-
trician by trade. T found outr & fuse bDlowed out ten or
fifteen years ago and busted both his ear drums and he
had not heard a sound since.  Anorher Judee chey told
me was a doctor of some kind from [linois. Now this
Dac person wasn't stone deef, he was just terrible hard
of hearing. But he might as well have been deef. The
Okies popped up a few little simple chords to him and
be just booted them all over the infield. We figures we
might as well been singing at seme old ladies’ home.

So T keep thinking which is worse, blind empires or
deet quartet judges. 1 don’t know, but I'm disgusted
with both.

Hoping you are the same, T am

—0. C

s<eWife*
Sings Praises
{(The item i a recent issue of the Society’s magazine,

“dn SPEBSOSA TWife” inspired anolher twile to pur

her reactions on paper.—Ed.)

Another

“1 find that one of the nicest things about “harbershop’
15 that it isn't absolutely necessary to be a "barhershap
widow.” Like many others, | suppose, I became such at
first through what 1 considered choice, bur tuund later to
be ignorance. My onlvy acquaintance with genrlemen am-
ateurs’ singing had consisted of undesired kitchen audi-
tions by, I fear, rather less skillful exponents of the ant
of the male quartet.

sl

More for the ride than anything, T went to Chicago
last June and experienced my biggest surprise since 1
learned there was no Santa. My mental reservations on

the suirability of grown men spending so much efore
merely to blend their voices were swept away. The un-
expected seriousness of the majority of the participants
came as a complete surprise though I'd been warned this
was no Legion Convention. The real beastyv of so much
of the music was no less a revelation.  The evideat en-
joyment of the spectators was Interesting and their en-
thusiastic approval of even the less successtul eHores was
moving in the extreme. It was entirely obvious thar
the audience, at least in the Preliminary Contests, was
keenly critjcal.

“However, it was also evident that the majority knew
just how difficult it is to put rogether a really good quas-
tet and the applause accorded every effort was inost gen-
ereus and considerare,

T think T can say, tn all honesty, that Uve never en-
joyed muselr more, anvwhere, anvtime. See you in De-
- 1
troit,

Another SPEBSQSA Wife.
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HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS
FOR CONFERENCE

No Detroir hotels can guarantee forenoon assignment
of rooms. No Detroit hotels can guarantee to assign
rooms of the exact rype specified in your reservation, All
that any hotel can do for the duration is to assign you to
vour room as early in the day as the previous mizht's
occupants check our, (and don't forget thac they are en-
titled to keep the room until 7 P. M. if rhev wish, al-
though that rarely happens) and to assign you to a room
that corresponds as nearly as possible to what vou stipu-
lated in vour request.  All we ask and all that Detroit
hotel managers ask, s that you be rearonadle in your de-
mands, and that you realize the handicap under which
all city hotels are operating. By the tiiwe you read this,
our entire quota of rooms at the Book-Cadillac Hotel
will have been filled. (we svere most fortunate to be given
as Jarge a quota as we were) but Mr. C. B. Lofts, Office
Manager of the Book-Cadillac is going to be able to place
all those reserving rooms prior to June 10th, in other,
nearby, Detroit hotels.

You will be taken care of—but don’t make it any harder

for us than necessary, Write the Book-Cadillac or the
International Secretary today.

a

salutes

The International Body

Saint Louis

HARMONY IN HIGH PLACES

This all-Congressional barbershop quartet sang March
#th ar the Press Club Show., an annual Washinglon.
D. C. affair. L. 1o R., the singers are—Representatives
Towe. New Jersey:; L. C. Arcnds, an active member
of our Bloomingion, lil., Chapter; Tibbow, of Pennsyl-
vania; and Fellows of Maine.

WANT AN EMBLEM?

Bud Litteer of the Warsaw, New York, Chapter
conceived the idea of having felr veproductions of our new
Society emblem made up for stiching on shirt pockets,
and they are available at a price of $1.00 each. T'he
reproduction is very accurate and is 3” (n diameter. Write
Bud Litteer, Warsaw, New York, or the Internarional
Secretary, for further derails,

BIPESTUVLT LTI LV

St. Louis Chapter
SPEBSQSA
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Barbershop Harmony Defined

The frorl wrticle an the second serivr co-muthared by
Mourice Reagan ond Deac faviio

The name “barbershop” harmony traces back to the
days before the razor was made sufe for democracy, and
certainly before it wus wired for sound as it is today. In
earlier America the barbershop, particularly o small
towns, was a gathenng place wheve males swiapped com-
ment, spun varns and frequencly sang, often with as-
sistance from the barber who welcomed thelr presence,
whether a 23-cent haircut or JO-cent shave developed im-
mediztely or not. The barbershop was clubby in its
charactersstics.  Thus the informal, four-part singing
that is indigenous to American soil gradually took on the
name of the mstitution where it was heard most. the
barbershop.

And this type of singing has contributed a definite
musical fersm to music, Tt iz unlikely that evervone in
the Society will immediately agree with the definitions
set down here. The authors and Frank Thorne who
worked with them expect every true barbershopper to
start picking Aaws.  That's fne!  1f there are errors.
point them out. Thought and study have gnne into the
following already. More will be welcomed, on the con-
stoructive side.

A definition of barbershop harmeny would mean little
unless 1t was preceded by comment and explanution. We
know thar music in general consists of a melody with
suitable accompanying harmony. It follows a certain
thine pattern with appiropriate expression.  Because of the
difference in the tones produced by the voice or an in-
strument, a guartet singing unaccompanied as true bai-
bershoppers prefer could hardly be confused with four
nstruments playing together, But, how does the barber-
shop + difter from other a capella group singing?

With harbershoppers harmeony comes frst, last and al-
ways. It relegates melody, timing and expression to the
background.  More formal musicians work on word-
expression. The barbershopper pays little attenrion to
words. But he will prolong a sweer-blending chord long
enough 1o enjoy it to the full, before passing on.

In songs of the echo type such as “Sweer Adeline’” or
“Evaline” soln parts are permissible—or even a Lead-
Tenor duct—but in general four-voice chards are used
wherever possible.

Then as o voice arrangement—a barbershop quartet
arrangement usually consists, from high o low, of Tenor.
Lead (usually the melody), Baritone and Bass. There
may be variation occasionally as in O Joe” where the
Bass may take much of the melody commeouly carried
bv the Lead. So, let’s sav that in barbershopping the
melody is consistently sung below the Tenor part, whether
the Lead, Baritone or Bass is carrying the melody.

Tenor is the equivalent of an “alto” part, but ir is

sung above, rather than below the melody. [n a song

where the tone rzoge of the melody mizht diceate, the
Baritone mav carry rhis “aleo’” harmony vehile the Tenor
sings (above the melody) the baritone harmony an octave
higher than the Baritone voice would naturally sing it
A good example o “Memories.”  On some passing
tone the range of the melody may briefly place the melody
above the Tenor, but it is the exception.

Another difference from other types of a capelly sing-
ing: not only s a harmonirine chord used on all possible
melody tones, bur the barbeishiopper intreduces “swipes,”
a series of harmonizing chords where the original music
may indicate but one melody tone. In barbershopdon
we have many chord-changes on a given melody note, On
the sord “bride” in Bright Was the Night, for example,
there are three complere changes of harmony as usually
sung in the Society. And on the last “sweet” in When
You Were Sweet 16, many 4 make five complete harmony
changes—and do they love it

While simultaneous attack and release are part of the
barbershopper’s technique as m other types of singing,
the harbershopper frequently utilizes the slur (we call it
a “slide™) to gradwatiy Blend into a chord. Tt is one of
the most satisfying devices in our bag of tricks.

The age of a song or the manner in which the quarter
has learned v have no bearing on “whether it's barber-
shop.” For example Hal Staab’s ¥ Violets Sweet” as sung
by the Four [Flats and others attaing harmony heights chat
are hard to surpass. Bur it's a haby In age ax compared
to “'the Lo Sisrers, Mandy and Aura”™ as Phil Embury
calls them. Ditto for the Hoagy Carmichael opus “Lazy
River™ as sung by the Elastics. So age doean’t count. The
musical form does. And it doesn’t matter whether another
guartet learns the Elastic arrangement from hearing
thein, hearing a record, borrawing the written arrange-
ment, or works our its own arrangement by catch-as-carch-
can or by writing its own.  The resudf is barbershop
harmony, regardtess of Jou a quarret learned it

Summary
Most any kind of song can be arraneed in barbershop
stvle as deined below. The type, or kind, of song does
not decermine whether it's barbershop. 7¢'s hote you do iff

Considering the elements which in combination con-
stitute the “barbershop” tvpe of harmony, it is obvious
that w0 epigrammatic definition can he given, such as
the Dick Sturges “It's the kind of music 1 Hke.” 1n chis
case, a definition is really a simmary:

Barhershop harmony 15 produced by four
voices, unaccompanied ) when the melody is
coustctently swue beduie the tenor: when rules
af dne, expression and wovd thewe are saeri-
ficed to abtain blending harniony satisfaction
and wsaally with at leasr nne havmonizing
cliord on each melody note.

And then there’'s the Frank Rice definition

ey,
It's ool
darned sweet music.”



This American is not expected to buy an

extra War Bond in the 5™ WAR LOAN

— J 'rf:l !

a h.{.-—--..._'-.dp‘

But we are,

For each of us here at home, the job now is
to buy extra Bonds—100, 200, even 500
dollars worth if possible.

Many of us can do much more than we
ever have before.

Let’s Go.. . for the Knockout Blow!

WhentheVictory Volunteer comestoyouand
asks you to buy extra Bonds, think how much
you'd give to have this War over and done.

Then remember that you're not giving
anything. You're simply lending money—

putting it in the best investment in the world.

THIS AD SPONSORED BY

THE ILLINOIS ASSOCIATION OF CHAPTERS

SPEBSQSA

This is an official U. 8. Treasury advertisement—prepared under auspices of Treasury Department and War Advertising Council
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THE MAINSTREETERS., Tulsa. Okla.

3rd PLACE, CHICAGO, 1943

This is the thirtcenth of a sevies of sketches of well Frnown SPEBSQSA quartels.

Would that every Chapter in the Society had a pool
of talent that could be dragged as profitably as does Tulsa.
A vear ago, Wichita paged Tulsa for a quarter to appear
for “Ladies’ Night.” What with the war, and this
and that, the Barfies werc no more and no other com-
plete quartet could make it.  Unwilling to let the Wichi-
tawns down, Bill Palmer, then bari of the I<itchenaires,
lined up McCaslin and Hall, tenor and lead, of the
Barflies, and Fred Graves, the Okies' bass.

With TFrank Rice as public relations and business
manager, this aggregation journeyed to Wichita and
found themselves very aptly listed as the Mystic Four,
Thus heavily handicapped, the four still managed te fimsh
in a mythical fourth place, behind the Elastics, the Chord
Busters and the Seven Up's.  (Only four quartets were

present.—1od.)

Oun the strength of such a splendid performance, the
four decided to enter the Chicago Contest, All, having
been present at several national competitions, either as
observers or competitors, knew the game was for keeps

- no foolin®.  So, with but one month in which to pre-
pare some stuff, strenuous work was in order.

En route to Chicago, between trying to decide on a
name and smooth up the “For Me and My Gal” medley,
the boys very nearly hoarsed themselves right out of the
contest. At Kansas City, someone suggested the name
Mainstreeters, and after a long executive session, it was
decided that, nothing better coming to light, prior to Jon-
lin, Mainstreeters ‘twould be.

At the Morrison, the boys were practically out of
sight for the several days of the Contest, practicing in
their rooms. Finishing third to the Harmonizers’ first

and the Barber Pole Cats’ second, against the kind of
competition that was on deck at Chicago is a feat of
which any quartet would be proud.

Reading clockwise from George McCaslin, tenor,
sitting on the bottom step, we have—Bill Palmer, bari;
Fred Graves, bass, and Harry Hall, lead.

BILL BAYLOR IN SAN DIEGO

Hugh Henry of the Bloomington Chapter recently
received the following message from Pfc, Bill Baylor,
a member of that Chapter now stationed in San Diego:

“How vou all? Gee how [ miss vou guys. Sing one
for me—1TI'1l join in. Have been Aving lately to different
camps, putting on shows. Boy, is this fun. Have been
fiying in that big Curtis Commando. It holds 30 men
plus band instruments. Sails at 12000 feet, 240 MPH.
Wish you guyvs could come along. I'd give vou all a good
parachute. Tf 1t didn’t work after you tried 1t out on a
Jjump vou could take it back. I'm sure you'd get your
money back,

How about a line? INeep singing and praving for that
day when e'll all sing our hearts out for each other.”

RBUSINESS OFFICE
NOW OPEN DAILY

The business office of the 1944 International Confer-
ence and Quartet Contest is now open daily from 9:30
A M. to 5 P, M, E. W, T, and T will be “on the
job” there from now through June 18th, as I have taken
a 60-day leave oi absence from my business. The office
is i Parlor "K," 5¢h floor, Book-Cadillac Hotel, and
the direct line phone number is RAndolph 8275, Please
make use of that address for phones, wires, and special
delivery letters, Regular mail should still be addressed
to me at 19220 Gainsborough Road, Detroit 23, My
home phone is Evergreen 0606.

CARROLL P. ADAMS,

International Secretary.
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A Voice From Far-Away India Keep the Wheels Rolling

Dear Joe: (Stern)

The wife sent me the clippings from the papers about
barbershop singing and you know I got a big kick out of
it. [ haven't done much singing since being in the army
until the last couple of manths,  Just never ran into any-
one wha wanted to sing anything but straight harmony.
I van into a boy at Christmas time who reminds me of
Huck Sinclair. Boy, is he a sweet baritone: and loves to
work on those tough chards. Every aonce in a while we
find a lead and tenor that we can teach the parts to, and
we sing one song all evening. We are trying to find a
couple thar won't be transferred or moved every time
the wind blows and if we do, when we gct back to the
States we will enter aone of vour contests as the Four
Maharajahs.

This Tndia is quite the country, but ['ll take Kansas
City.

Joe, T would love to have the magazines and cspecially
the tunes that have had written arrangements by the

society.  Would like to hear from some of the old gang; Tharlo G. (Rcdc): Masters, member of the Deteait and
. ek . < e ol f . Al QOakland County Chapters, lead singer, advertising an
but better '\tlll’ at the same famne, sSing After Dark” or insurance salesman unexcelled, International Chairman
“P\’Iand\r Lec_ ' of Quartet Registration withouwt par: swell guy. with-
i out question: shown with his secrecaries. and right
fI-h"lrlkS and left hand men.—daughter Beuly and wife Nellje.
I:t. Col. Phillip E. Piper DC 0333939 HOW TO GET THAT 50 POINTS
2 Yo T vy - . - - :
(:' A “:)' I U APC 883 Walr Karl, of Cleveland Chapter, savs his Lamplighters
Care of Post Master practice beforc large mirrors to develop their Stage
New York City, New York Presence. Try it

€«
)
2

IF YOU
CAN SING —
PROVE IT!

BARBERSHOP QUARTET CONTEST!

Inquiries regarding contest rules and prizes should be addressed to Minneapolis
Aquatennial  Association, 612 Builders Exchange, Minneapolis, Minn.

* Sponsored by +*

MINNEAPOLIS AQUATENNIAL ASSOCIATION

in cooperation with

MINNEAPOLIS CHAPTER, SPEBSQSA
July 22-23-24-26
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HISTORY OF BARBER SHOPF HARMONY

. By JOE STERN, International Treasurer
(Member Kansax Ciry, Mo, Chapter)

The four men who first discovered the delight of
“hitting”’ a barbershop chord are lost in the dim past.
Nevertheless, their find was a discovery of the Arst rank,
one which has given happiness and pleasure to thousands
of performers and listeners,

The barbershop quartet was actually born in the Bar-
ber Shop. Earliest references are to the 16th and 17th
centuries. Percy A. Sholes, in “The Oxford Companion
to Music,” published in New York by the Oxford Uni-
versity Press in 1938, writes, “One of the regular haunts
of music in the 16th, 17th, and early 18th ceaturies was
the barber’s shop. Here, customers, awaiting their turn,
found simple instruments, {apparently almost always the
Cittern), on which they could strum. The barbers, them-
selves, in their waiting rime between customers, took up
the mstrument and thus acquired some skill as per-
formers.”

The distinctive style of barbershop harmony, with its
improvisation, swipes, and spontaneity — its deviation
from orthodox musical arrangement, is a heritage from
these early davs. DProof of this is reflected by Sholes in
his comment, “Morley in his ‘Plain and LEasy Introduc-
tion to Music' (1397}, reflects on the standard ot the
barbers’ performance, making one of the characters in his
dialogue say, “You keep not time in your proportions;
vou sing them talse; nay, you sing vou know not what;
it should seem you came lately from a barber’s shop'.”

The tradition was long maintained in America, Stein-
ert, the great Boston musical instrument dealer, speaks
of a man with whom he lodged in Georgia about 1860,
“As once upon a time he had been a barber, he knew
how to play 2 guitar.”” The impressario Hammerstein
in 1908 cancellied his promise to put on a certain Spanish
opera because the score called for a large number of gui-
tar plavers . . . “More than I could get together readily;
I should have been obliged to engage all the barbers in
New York™ {reported by Van Vechten in “The Music
of Spain”}.

The following has been taken from “The Origin of
the Barber Chord,” by James Weldon Johnson, published
in The Mentor, in 1929,

“WWhat about the traditionat reputation of Negroes
as singers; upon what s it really founded? The
common idea is that it is founded on the quality of
their voices, Itis not. The voices of Negroes, when
untrained, are often overloud, perhaps rather blatant,
sometimes even a4 bit strident; hut they are never

discardant. In harmony they take on an orchestra-
like timbre. When folks at the ‘big house’ sat on
the veranda and heard the singing floating up through
the summer nmight from the ‘quarters’ they were en-
chanted; and it is likely that they did not realize
that the enchantment was w10ught chiefly through
the effect produged by harmonizing and not by the
Volces as voices.

During the “Gay Nineties,” and early part of this
century, barhershop quartets were very much in vogue.

The barber shop was a “‘hangout’ and gathering place for

the gay blades. Often as not, the Negro parter flled
i the baritone or some other part. Incidentally, the
baritone part was often called “All in” in those days.
Nor was the barber shop the only abode of barbershap
harmony. 1t flowered also in pool halls, ves, in saloons
too. When the fraternal lodge gave a dance, the ante-
room or men's room of the dance hall was a formation
pomt for a quartet, later \\mdmg up on a street corner
or in a restaurant over cups of coffee,

The years of and prior to World War I marked the
hevday of the barbershop quartet. It seemed to disap-
pear from the Aumerican scene with the war, the radio
and talking movies. At the height of its popuiarity, no
minstrel nr burtfevque show was complete without a bar-
bershop quartet. The dozens of Musical Tabloid shows
which toured the country all had them.

Barbershop harmony, as it developed in this country,
contains the elements of folk music, particularly in its
improvisational character.  Differing from the ancient
Enrglish style in that there is no accompaniment, the
American barbershop quartet depends on sheer ability to
achieve effects. This dispensing with accompaniment ne-
cessitates that a quartet he good, for if it 1sn't, the list-
ener very soon finds it out.

Musical literature contains almost no references to
barbershop harmony. This may be due to the fact that,
while barbershop is extremely populal with the puhlic at
large, more conventional musicians have refused to allow
it a place in serious nmusic.

Between 1918 and 1938, the barbershop quartet nearly
passed out of existence altogether. O. C. Cash remedied
that situation when he started our Society and, judging
by the phenomenal growth of SPEBSQSA, the barber-

shop quartet is here to stay this time.

BARBER SEOP CHORUS, Kansas City, Mo, Chapter
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WELCOME
CANADA

The phenomenal growth of our Society should be a
nuitter of pride to every member. In less than two years
the number of Chapzers has nearly tripled, and the mem
bership has increased fourfold. The chartering of a Chap-
ter in Windsor, Canada, has made us International.
With the formarion of meore Chaprers by our friends
across the border. they will have representation among
our Officers and on our Board of Directors. They will
mingle with us ar our inter-chapter mectines and parades
of quartets.  Ther will enter into friendly competition
with us in our international contests. As our croups in
the United States have taken part in the promotion of
patriotism and the bulding of morale, so will the Canadi-
an Chapters participate in these activities in the Dominion.

Barbershop harmony knows 1o boundaries. Typically
American, it has universal appeal. We are happy to wel-
come our Cinadian brothers. Together we will “sing to
victory,” and will strive to promote harmony berween
Our WO great nations.

HAL STAAB,

International President

DOUGHBOYS MEET

He was an average sort of boy with little to say, ua-
less called upon to say it—carried his pack, rifle, and gas
mask no different than millions of other doughbovs. In
fuct there wasn’t much of aaything about hiin outstand-
ing or different except one thing, Bur that one thing
was what all barbershoppers pray for—a lngh tenor who
can sing the part on one application.

In addition, he had one other quality that would make
him stand “aces” with all true barbershoppers. No mat
ter how thick the shells. na matter how bad the lice and
rats, he was always ready ro sing. He went through the
first all-American offensive in France in 1918 without a
sctatch, followed the retreating Germans and became a
member of the Army of Occupation.  That was where [
camne in, having gone through the same battles, etc., al-
wiys on rhe hunt for a good top teror. When T found
him, it was just about as exciting to me as when the
bustup came on November 1lth.  We immediately found
a lead and bari and formed a quarter thar toured Ger-
many unol we all came home.

Just lase fall, on a visit to Joe Stern, in Kansas Ciry,
Joe told me he had acquired a new top for the KC Bar-
ber Pole Cats, perennial 2nd placers in our International
Contests. Lo and Behold! When Joe took me ro the
quartet’s rehearsal, that new tenor was that same dough-
boy-—Red Davenporr.

Al T have to say is that you barbershop fiends, who

like a real job of tenoring, are in for a wallop when vou

hear the Barber Pole Cats with Red Davenpart on top.
Ex-private John H. Hanson,
Tnternational Master of Ceremonies
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Not a

“New DEAL’

.. but a

“GREAT DEAL”

Yes! A great deal has been accomplished
in the last couple of years. As a Society,

7

we've come out ol the swaddling clothes.
How much credii for this accomplishment
is due lo the unceasing efforts of our Inter-
adequately

national oflicers, none c¢an

gauge. That it's plenty, we all know.

MUSKEGON. .. where barbershopping per
square inch is the world’s thickest.

Salutes the World's Greatest Foursome

HAL
PHIL
CARROLL
JOE

MUSKEGON

‘iHome of Some Swell Quartets™

_ 1941 National Finalists
1942 National Finalists

_. 1943 National Finalists
and 1943 Michigan Winners
Harmony Weavers ....1943 National Finalists
... .1944 5th Mich. Contest

Sawdust Four _
Port City Four ___
Unheard-of-Four

Continentals

The Old Timers
The Blendettes (GALS!)

Deluxe Foursome
The Musichords

*

MUSKEGON CHAPTER

Meeting ... 3rd Thursday ... Each Month
QCCIDENTAL HOTEL
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TONE CHARACTER

By RALPH O. SEAMAN

| Ralph Seaman is a tenor sololist, veice (eacher and
member of the Massillon, Qhio chapter. His splendid
article can be read—rthen studied—with profit by cvery
quartet in the Soctely, Fe are gratefu! to him for this

sharing of specialized Fnowledye, interestingly presented.)

One phuse of barbershop quarter work has been too
greatly neglected. 1 refer to Tone Character, as governed
by powrel sounds.

Tone "Quality” doesn’t quite describe whart is soughr,
You have listened ro many quartets and have said:
“Thev're O.K. bat the blend is not too good.” Too often
nothine further is done, it being asswmed, sometimes
rightly, that “either you have a good blend or vou don’t
have it'" But in many cases the blend can be hmproved
by a studv of each wvoice separately, in order to make an
attempt to bring all four voices to a closer sameness of
character.

Bear in mind that the soloist need not have so great a
concern over the exact character of his vowel sounds as
the singer in the quartet. As long as the soloist praduces
a pleasing rone and the listeners can haltwav underscand
his words, few people will quarrel with him, Singing in
a quartet is something else again,

Character of tone depends largely upon the nature of
the vowel iself.  Aside from the limited singing value
of the consonants A4 and N, the consonants have no tone
value, being used only ta create words out of the vowel
sounds. Obviously, then, the vowels are our real sinzing
vehicte. All of which sounds simple enough. A-F-[-0O-U.

E and O are simple vowels. 4 is complex. being, when
sung, ./-EE (F becoming a consonant.) [ is complex, be-
ine, when sung. 44-FE (E becoming a consenant.) U
is complex, beinz, when sung, EE-OCQ (E becoming a
consonant at the beginning.)

Orther sounds can be designated as vowels: G0, as in
Moon-—Boot.—f), as in Should—Wood.—E//, as in
Lend—Met, A M7, as in Naught—Law. —4 . as in Fat
—Catch.—/ff, as in Live—Fish—UH, as in Love—
towgh—A H, as in Warch—Nor.—

Say each vowel sound hsted, then nomediarely follow
bv singing the same vowel sound, matching carcfully the
character as indicated in the words listed, carrying the
designated vowel through to the conclusion of a sustained
tone withou! changing the vowel's character. Note then
how an attempt of the tenor, lead, bari and bass to sing
any designated vowel sound may result in vowels of four
different “characters.” {We are not discussing resonance,
pitch or power.)

Here then comes the opportunity for the listener, not
in the quartet, to make comparisons between the various

tones produced. Manyv things mav be happening. The
tensor may, when singing . H, color it with a4 leaning to-
ward A M7, whereas the lead mav color the same .Y H hy
leaning toward UH. A criticul ear may find the bass
singing the same A H and leaning toward OH, while the
bari may sing AH with a tendency toward £H.  Con-
sider the guartet's immediate improvement once all four
voices come somewhere near A H (Warch—Nor—Cod)
when singing 4 H, instead or 4H (Naught—Fawn
Law) or UH (Love—>hut—Tough) or OH (Moan—
Foam—Load) or EH  Fed—Ilend—2>Mer.)

After the four singers reach a common understanding
of vowels and can at will produce a sameness of character
on any specified vowel sound. the quartet's blend will
improve tremendously.  The amazing thing about this
checkup is that it can often be accomplished in one ses-
sion.  Improvement takes practice.

Then to the next step: Producing words from the com-
bination of vowels and consonants. Since consonants have
no singing value (excepting M and N), they are used
solely for the purpose of creating words from vowel
sounds. Word creation is a matter of a fight sprinkling
in of the consonants amongst the vowel sounds, at just
the right spots, without distorting too greatly the charac-
ter of the vowel sounds,

Easier said than sung! Most singers strive throughout
a lifetime to do this little trick defrlv. Bur those con-
sonants are really rongh babies to hurdle. Thev shove
themselves in and often clog up the vowels into a beauti-
ful mess. Let's grab a word ar random. Straight. Here
i a word of eight letters, ver only the vowel 4 means
anything from a tonal standpoint. [t alone carries the
word from a very quick §7R on thyough to a very quick
nnish of EXT.

Bur the real stumbling blocks are those words swith
more than oune svllable, "brother”
syilables. Two vowel sounds.

for example. Two
Five consonants of no

“tonal value. And ending with a consonant which is really

a vocal pitfall—in the same cluss as Never—Another
—Cover—Farther and similar to such words as Heart—

Earch—Bird—Dear—Girl or Depart,

The solution of these halflers is rhe recognition o
identification of the correct basic vawel character for
each separate svllable, the rest becomes much simpler,
As sung, the word Drather, when susrained in both syl-
lables, starrs with a quick BR, carried on with an UM
sound sustained through a very quick TH and without
distortion carried right along on the UF characrer right
up to the end, with just « fouch of the final consonant K
to identify the word. Any attempr to prolong the final

{Continned on Nexr Paga)

A
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President’s Program
and Variety Show

In place of the customary Preliminary on Friday night,
the President's Program, and SPEBSQSA Variety Show
will take up the entire evening, A brief address by In-
ternational President Hal Staab, introduction of the
1944-45 Officers and Board Members, presentation of
Achievement Awards, announcement of the winner of
the Chicago-Oakland County membership contest and a
few surprise presentations will consume the first 45 min-
utes. There will follow a 11% hour show, talent to be
drawn from the ranks of the Society's members, plus 4
of the outstanding women's Barbershop Quartets of the
Middle West. Chairmen Johnny Buitendorp and Ray
Campau have “signed up” thus far the Ilastic 4, 4 Har-
monizers, Qkies, Slap Happy Chappies, Antiques, 3 Notes
{Moline), Food City Four, Johnson Sisters, Barberettes,
Charmerettes, Blendettes, Stein and Kennedy, “ Jackson-
ville Auctioneer,”” The Murray Hall Boys, “Red” Daven-
port and Joe Stern, Joe “Moose” Murrin, 5t. Louis Po-
lice Quartet, Oakland County Chapter Chorus, and J.
Gearge Q'Brien as M. C,

Tone Character
{ Continued)
R to color the last syllable results in a very painful sound.

However, the basic purpose here s not to try to go into
detail as to how to sing various words. [t is to get the
four singers in a quartet to attempt to obtain a sameness
in the character of their vowel sounds. Once ‘they
recognize this necessity they will begin to make some in-
teresting progress.

Here are a few basic exercises:

Foam—Flowed.

Sing Moan, as in Load

Moon, as i Food—Boot—=Soon.

Mahn, as in Watch—Not—Cod.

Mawn, as in Naught—Fawn—Law.

Man, as in Man—Had- -Fat—Cartch.

Men, as in Men—Fed—Lend—NMet.

Min, as in Hit—Live—Fit—=Sift,

Mun, as in Should—Could—Wood—Stood.
Fun—Hut,

Mun, as in Love—Shut—Tough
Meen, as in Mean—Lean—Clean—=Seen—TFleet.
Mane, as in Mane-—Play—Flame—Claim—Day.

Then sing them 1n a single sustained tone, without a
break or breath: Moan—Moon—Mahn—Aawn—NMan
—Men—Min—Mun—NMun—Meen—NMane. Sounds
silly, doesn’c it? But try it the next time you get your
quartet together. It will give you a better idez of vawel
sounds—and will improve your general blend . . . if
you'll werk at it just reasonably,

OUR NEW CHAPTERS

Since the March issue of the Harmonizer went to
press, our Society has been enlarzed by the addition of
the following new Chapters. We welcome them into this
great fraternity of harmony, and we pass on to our read-
ers an mvitation from each of the new Chapters to visit
their meetings when in or near the respective cities. The
new Chapters are listed in the order in which they were
chartered.

IONIA, MICHIGAN

37 Charter Members; Stanley M. Knoll, President;
E. Leon Delano, Secretary, 532 N. Jackson.
CLEVELAND (OHIO) WEST SHORE

23 Charter Members; Arthur D). Johnson, President;

Louis H. Dusenbury, Sec., 1060 Lakeland Ave., Lake-

wood, Ohio.
WINDSOR, ONTARIO, CANADA

20 Charter Members; Robert F. Jones, President;
Harald W. Deadman, Sec, 172 Ford Blvd., Riverside,
Ont.

KEWANEE, ILLINOIS

23 Charter Members; Rohert J. Pierce, President;
[ D. McDowell, Sec,, 108 W, 1st St.
ALBANY, NEW YORK
13 Charter Members; H. B. Eccleston, President:
Frank B. Bailey, Sec., 657 Washington Ave.
MACOMB, ILLINOIS
30 Charter Members; Silver C. Burnham, President;
William B. Martin, Sec., 330 E. Washington.
INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA
72 Charter Memhers; Holman E. Weeks, President;
Joseph B. McCurdy, Sec., 400 Fletcher Truse Bldg.
BOYNE CITY, MICHIGAN
22 Charter Members; Laton V., Willson, President;
Alfred C. Sarasin, Sec.
ATTICA, NEW YORK
10 Charter Members; Edwin F. Rorh, President; Wil-
ltam ", Hassett, Sec,
WHITEHALL-MONTAGUE, MICHIGAN
& Charter Members; E. [. King, Jr., President; Lyle
R. Deneau, Sec., Montague.
BAY CITY, MICHIGAN
19 Charter Members; H. W. (O’Brien, President:
Linal J. Bailey, Sec.,, 417 Adams St.
GREENVILLE, MICHIGAN
30 Charter Members; permanent otficers not elected,
RICE BROTHERS {LAZY R RANCH), OKLAHOMA
8 Charter Membhers; |, ¥, Rice, President; J. Frank
Rice, Sec., Bartlesville.
SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH
& Charter Members; Ralf R. Woolley, President; Mil-
ton E. James, Sec., 1871 Yalecrest.
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND
8 Charter Members; S. B. Kilduft, President : Bernard
Kernan, Sec., 531 N. Patterson Park Ave.

Preliminary meetings have been held, and plans are
being formulated for Chapters, in Pulliman, Ill., Niagara
Falls, N. Y., Edgewater, N. J., and Anderson, Brazil,
Goshen and Ewvansville, Indiana.
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MEET THE ARISTOCRATS. St. Louis. Mo.

FOURTH PLACE, CHICAGO, ILL.

This 1s the twelfth of a series of skelches of well known SPEBSQSA quartels
(With Apologies to Damon Runyon)

F'm sitting at the end of the bar one nicht, the only
customer i Joe's Garden Spot of St. Louls, waiting for
just anything at all tw happen when in walk four guys
dressed in soup and hsh.

They park at the other end, order up and one gets out a
harmonica but he only plays one note on it.  Just the
one note must he a signal of some sort, because these four
guys start letting go at the same time and pretty soon
you hear some of the sweetest music vou ever hear in
vour life. Songs like “By rhe Light of the Silvery Moon,”
“Mandy Lee,” “Cuddle Up a Little Closer” and others
1o numercus to mention but just as welcome to the ear.

Joe and [ are very receptive and trv to see who can
keep the most silence while those voices blend, criss-cross
and re-blend into soft, scothing, satisfying cherds,

[.. to R.—Dr. Norm Rathert, lead: Victor Scholz,
tenor; Fred Wayman, bdari; Harold Bugg, bass,

Come to find our, these fellows are on their wav to
entertain at a U. 5. O, event and stop in at Joe's Garden

Spot of St. Louis looking for a place to warm up. They
sece I have an interest tor things music in general, and
for their idea of singing in particular, so invite me to
the next meeting of the local unit of a long-named or-
ganization with the words barbershop in it

Before they leave [ learn that the lead is Dr. Norman
F. Rathert, a denrtist.  He is nanonal presidenr of the
outft in 1940-41 and president nwice of the Tocal group.
He promotes. trains and directs the St. Louis Civie Choir,
soine 80-odd men, which sings at the Navy Day Memorial
Concert, December 7, 1942, at the Municipal Auditorium
—a task of no small proportions considering that the man-
power situation is just abour as acute then as it s now.

The tenor is Victor Schelz, a bread salesman. He
supplements his barbershopping as tenor soloist at St
Luke’s Church. Fred Wayman, the baritone, is a de-
partment manager.  He sings with an A, ¥, F, quartet
in World War [ and svith the Cannoneers, a local Ameri-
can Legion Club. The bass is Harold Bugg, foreman for
a hxture firm, who sings some solos at several minstrel
shows that this St. Louis Chaprer produces. The
Aristocrats, they call themselves, fourth placers in the
1943 national competition.

Although they sing together for two years, it Is never
detnitely decided whether the Aristocrats perform in full
dress because of their name, or whether they use that
moniker since they wear full dress . . . complete to top
hat and stick.

Joe and T wait till they go out the door. Then we see
what we can do with “By the Light of the Silvery
Moon,” duet like. But just as you expect, it ain’t so
good.,

RED POINTS MUST BE PLENTIFUL

On April 24th, a group of members of the New York
City Chapter {Club Harmony) enrtertained Iuiernational
Pres. Hal Svazb and Detroit Chapter Prea. Joe Jones
at an pld fashioned stealt dinner in the Chapter head-
guarters, The two guests and Pres. Walter Morris of

the host Chapter are sianding in the center of back
row. The Chapter's headgquariers are at 411 E. Tremont

Ave., Bronx. Secretary is Frank Egan, 2764 Latting
31., Broenx. The N. Y. City Poelice Quarter belong 10
the Chapter.

L




A BIG NIGHT IN CLEVELAND

September 30th, 1944
THE ELASTIC FOUR
THE HARMONY HALLS

Quartets from Cleveland and the éther
Ohio Chapters

MUSIC HALL of PUBLIC AUDITORIUM
( Capacity 2700) Plan to Come
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HOW TO WIN A GOLD MEDAL

By FRANK H. THORNE, International Vice President and Director
VR o wrranger of The Elvazie Forr, Chicago, 1942-43 Champrois)

How? Tnits simplest form the answer is easy. Get the
highest point vore of che judges in the Anal contest. Bure
just how can one go abour doing that? Now the answer
is not so easy, but perhaps I can supply a few helpful
ideas :

Let us first consider what a championship quartec should
be able to do, or should we say, what a championship
quartet convinces the judges they can do, for after all
that coveted zold medal 15 dependent, not on what vou
can do, but what you de do on the night of the final
contest., 1f vou “bust” one on thar night, don't blame
the judges if vou fail,

But aside from all that, a champion should have con-
siderable Hexibility and variation. A champion should be
able to sing anv style of proper song.

Thus, it is v opinion that a champion guartet should
demonstrate to the judges that they can:

Sing fast
Sing slow
Sing loud
Sing soft
Sing rhythmic time

Dv o B L o

Sing syncopated tume

~1

Sing harmoniously
8. Sing accurately

9. DBlend all the time, featuring certain voices in
the proper manner in che proper spots, and at-
tack and release in unison

10.  Use original, pleasing, and tuteresting arrange-
ments

Perhaps vou will azree with the logic that the quartet
demonstrating best their ability to do all of the above
should win the nedal over any other first class quartet
that may be able to accomplish these things but does not
do so in the fiuals contest.

1 was almost tempted to put tn another requirement—
that the champions’ singing must be audible to the judges.
However, the statement that the winners must “demon-
strate” to the judges thar they can comply with the ten
items, covers the situation.  Just bear yu mind that you
have made no demonstration at all if the judges cannat
hear you sing.

Our good friend, Deac Martin, gave an excellent in-
terpretation of the new judging system in our last
“Harmonizer,” However, since repetition may be helpful
in making a better understanding possible. T will attempt
to elaborate on the various specizities which the judges
will score:

STAGE PRESENCE—COSTUME—200 Points

Two judges (with 100 points each} handle this as-
signment.  Regarding stage presence, keep one thing in
mind.  You have a far better chance of insuring audience
enjoyment if you act like you enjoy singing for your
audience, so your stage presence will be improved defnite-
ty if you will relax, are pleasant, and are having the goad
time you should be having, “Acting” should be natural.
Artificial posing is sometimes too obvious and unless it is
well done might cost you points, whereas a good, dignihed,
friendly presentation will cost vou no worthwhile points.
Sure, put on an act, but put it on well by living vour
part naturally. An apparent frozen grin is no good, so
try and get yoursclf into the friendly, natural, pleasant
mood that our beautiful music represents. If you are suc-
cessful you will not have o worry abouc stage presence.
You will have it,

Now about costume—a special prize is being awarded
this year to the quartet wearing rhe Best (say Nineties
costume. [t 1s not necessary thar yvou wear such a costume,
our rules providing no penalty if vou do not. However,
a good coat of paint can do wonders for an old ramshackle
house, and so can a good cutfit help a quarter answer the
question, “WIill we be proud of the appearance of eur
next champs?”  Surely we want them to dress well and
to represent our Society in outstanding manner always.
Some serious thought te your costume will be well re-
warded and those 100 points (50 from each judge) might
be all that are needed to win those gold medals for your
guartet,

HARMONY ACCURACY —600 Points

Two judges (each with 300 points) will separately
judge this feature, listening only for errors made by one
or more members of a quartet singing cheir parts. Anyone
singing a shade or more above or below the accurate tone
that is obviously intended will be penalized. Of course,
the penalty should be greater if two members miss and
if the whole quartet materially raises or lowers the pitcl
withour obvious change of key, the penalty must be in-
Cl'l‘(ISl'f{‘

However, there can be degree of error—that Js, one
error may count miore than another. For instance, sup-
posing a member of a guartet hits a tone flat and almost
instantly slides inta the correct one.  Surely it would be
proper to not penalize thar error as rmuch as when a
singer hits one flat and hangs on to it flat. In fact, this
situation exists all through the judging as the judge's
score sheet provides for him to assess a lower or higher
peralty, depending on the extent or degree of the error,

So, be SURE you “hit then: on the nose.” Do not
take it for granted that vou do. Ask some good musician

(Continued pn Nexr Page)



(WIN A GOLD MEDAL, Continued)

to listen for errors, or becter yet, cut a record and listen
to yourself sing. You may be shocked and surprised. but
vou will be hearing what the judges are almost sure to
hear and the time to make that discovery is BEFORE
the Anals contest.

ARRANGEMENT 600 Points

Two judges {each with 300 points) will handle this
tough assignment. Yes sir! a tough one, and the judges
are really on the spot, Now, there is a definite, alinost
matheniatical pattern to harmony progression (arrange-
ment). However, the “original,” “pleasing” and "in-
teresting” requirements {ltem No. 10 on our list} are
provided by the manner in which we use this pattern—or
shall we say, vary it.

As the judge listens to our numbers he kmows, or if
not trained in music, he senses the ordinary progression.
The thing that makes it tough is that sometimes there
should be no attempt to alter that ordinary progression
and very bad effects are sometimes produced by trying to
do so. Thus, we can get penalized for trying to do some-
thing different where the music does not lend itself weil
to such alteration.

3

On the other hand, our judge hears a quartet approach
a spot for a dandy “swipe’’ and here is where the judgc
really has to be judicious. He will note whether your
arrangemient provides for no swipe at all, and whether
such a plan is really justified by some earlier ov later
effect. However, he must also note whether the obvious
{perhaps even “corny’) progression is used, or if a whole
Rock of chords are inserted for no apparent rood reason
so that all semblance of rhythm is lost and—even worse
—-as Deac’s “Harmonize:” article said, “They end up
out on a limb,"” with no chance to progress back into the
next movement. Compare the above to the quartet that
hits this spot with perhaps even the ordinary harmmony
pattern, but with a different woice arrangement that is
original, interesting and pleasing. How would you score
them? Mind you, the arrangement may dehnitely not
be the way the judge mighe have done it ar be what he
expected, but if such passages are not done well he must
score you down so as to resain the high score of the new
champions, and of course he must give vou full credit for
good performance, rezavdless of whether he anticipated
what you did, or would do it that way himself.

Another good tip on arrangements-—Read Deac Mar-
tin’s and Maurice Reagan’s joint story in this issue on
“Whac is Barber Shop Harmony™ and follow the sug-
gestions therein,

FOICE EXPRESSION—GOC Poings

Two judges—each scoring 300 points. To sav that this
i3 just BLEND would not quite cover the subject, al-
though the blending of the qnartet’s voices is probably the
mast important point of judginge this assignment. How-
ever, we would not want our champs to be ragged in their
attack and release of chords, nor would we want them to
sing everything with the same force. We want them to
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waork in unison, to sing soft and smooth when the music
so requires and with full volume when the type of song
Or passage so suggests.

Sure, there are times when the bass should stand out
a bit; even when that practically lost soul—the baritone
—can {with propriety) be allowed to sing loud enough
5o his part can actually be heard rather than, as is usual,
be missed—if it 1s lacking. Such times are rare, bur
certain passages can be arranged where rhe baritone car-
ries a counter-melody in which case his part should be loud
enough to be identified, and then, bless his heart, he should
relapse into oblivion again.

For example of baritone counter-melody, note the Elas-
tic Four arrangement of the verse of “Wair for Me,
Mary.” The baritone is the unsung hero of all barbershop
quartets, He usualtly has the hardest part, but if his voice
predominantly stands out the effect of a gond blend is
impossible.

1 think of blend as though there were four streamns of
oil meeting 1o join each other in one solid stream, smooth
and Auid . . . a sort of organ chord. No matter how hard
vou press a key on an organ it does not increase its volume
of sound. So with a quartet. Only the lead (or whoever
may be singing'the melody) should stand out, very lightly,
from the other voiccs.

It is my humble opinion that the vibrating type of sound
should not be used in guarter stnging of any kind. One
good reason to avoid it is thar it almosr always makes
the singer sound flat, and it is next to impossible [or che
other singers to blend wirh it.

[t s my suggestion that you learn your part so well
that vou can almost forget the music. Know the words
so well that you sing them automaticaliy, thinking only
of their wmeaning, and then bend all vour efforts on blend
and accuracy of attack and release, and on the (one which
5 your assignment,

Do all this, my friends, and vou will he well on the
wiy to winnmg a gold medal. Go out on the stage at
the finals and give your all. ] hope von win, buc if you
do nat [ know you will be good sports and will be baek
next vear to try again, ‘That js the only way vou can
win one of our gold inedals.

SPEAKER OF THE EVENING

The Editor of the Harmonizer recently, and racher
reluctantly, accompanied his wife to the Annual Hus-
band’s Nighe of the Rosedale Park Women’s Club in
Detroit. Lo and behold, come intermission time, good
old Hank Hedges, late of Tahiti and Boro-Boro, and
Past President of the Chicago Chapter of SPEBSQSA,
was introduced as the speaker of the evening. It hap-
pened thar we had never before heard Hank’s description
of his two trips to the Soucth Pacific. nor had we ever
seen the fine pictures which he and Mrs. Hedges ook
on these two trips. So we were glad that we had decided
1o atrend Husband’s Night, Hank’s movie included sev-
eral shors of his now famous Soath Sea [slands Barbershop
Quartet.
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THE HARMONY HALLS... Grand Rapids, Mich.

FIFTH PLACE, Chlcago, 1943
MICHIGAN STATE CITAMPIONS, 1944

This &n the eleventh of & sevies of shercter of wel! kngron SPEBSQSA guarterr

[t's no wonder the Halls love to sing barbershop, for
they have a background of gquarter singing dating back
two generations. Grandpa Fall sang bass in a quartet
back in Lincoln’s time. Pop Hall was a choir and quartet
singer at the turn of the century. When O. C. Cash
founded the Society, it was oniy to be expected that a
number of the six Hall brothers would turn up as charter
members of Michigan Chapter No. 4.

Three of the boys, Harold, Ray, and Gordon, singing
lead, bari, and bass respectively, formed the Hall Brothers
guartet with a ringer, John (5lim) Peterson, in the tap
spot.  After the 1942 Contest in Grand Rapids, Ray
and Gordon joined with Bob Hazenberg and Ed Gaikema
to form the present quartet. Ar Chicago. last year, they
hit the filth place spor and ar Muskegon, in March, they
copped the Michigan Championship. Bob Hazenberg,
lead, has sung both second and first tenor in various local
choirs and guarters. At present, he is tenor soloist at
Grace Lpiscopal. Atwood Brass Co. claims his services
as cost accountant when he's not singing.

Ed Gaikema, tenor, likewise has sung in local choirs
and gquartets and has been a prominent member of the
Grand Rapids Shubert Club, one of the nation’s Anest
male choruses,  Frank Goodwin, Director of the Club
has helped the Halls on rtheir arrangements. [Ed is a
partner in a wholesale auto parts company.

Ray Hall, bari, known te barbershoppers everywhere
as “Curley.” is without a doubt one of the most enthusi-
astic quarteters in the Societv, He's probably the “sing-
ingest” bari in the whole organization, (excepting Owen
C. Cash, of course), and his Super Service Station and
Garaze is a Mecea for enthusiasts, both local and out-
of-town.

Gordon Hall, bass, has sung in choirs and quartets
since his voice changed from soprano, wo barbershop tenor
and on to a very rich bass, He was a fearured bass with
the well known Harold Einecke A-capella Cheir which

A GREETING FROM CLAYTON W. OLD

You remember the old one about the father who, when
a friend said “1 hear vour daughter has become a soloist”
wearily replied, *Yes it’s true. [ ought o be rhankful
she isu't a quartet.”

I don’t feel that way about it at all. I'm in favor of
quartets and U]l tell you whv.,  Almost all glee clubs
spring from quartets—and whencever T hear of a new
glee club 1 gee all het up and rush to the typewriter 1o
welcome it into the great and only Associated Glee Clubs
of America, We've gotten into the way of thinking thar a
glee club is only haif a glee club unaol it is ~Associated.”

That may sound foolish bur it really isn't. The fact is
that when a glee club, breaking away from its regular
voutine of weekly rehearsals and concerts—which at the
best become less exciting as time goes on—allies itself

. .. ! .
toured many of our larger cities some years ago. Gordon
operates a heating engineering concern.

|
r‘.f
? r
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Swanding — Bob Hazenberg, lead — leaning — Ed
Gaikema, teror: seated, L. to R.—Ray Hall, bari: Gor-
don Hal[, bass.

The technique of the quartet has been described by
experts as real “honest to Cash'' barbershop. "They've been
accused of having one of the best vepertoires in the
Society.  Recognition of their abilicy both within and
outside the Society attest the qualives of rhe Harmony
Halls. Last sumimer they were chosen to participate in
Grand Rapids’ first Municipal Opera. Recently, they've
made a number of recordings for a Detroit advertiser and
such members of the Scciety who can pull in WJR, De-
troit, can hear them any weekday ar 3:13 p. m., Eastern

War Time.

with all the clubs of its state in a cooperative program of
mass chorus concerts, smokers, outings and public service
a totally new life apens up to it As one club put it afrer
a two-day meet of 3300 singers, "T'he comradeship of
music ook on a new meaning for all of us,” and another.
“Ideas were exchanged and mutual understanding pro-
moted” when thousands of male veices were blended in
song.”’

[ hope sometime to greet those of you who want good
times and musical thrills - -and who doesn’t?—ar one of
the great Assoctated meets and afterward o have you
write me as others have—"We are still living that glorious
week-end”—"Tt was the greatest musical rhrill of our
¢lub’s existence”—"“"We had a helluva good time!”

Clayton W. Old, President
Assaciated Glee Clubs of America.
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THE FOLLOWING PAGES CONTAIN PICTURES OF MANY OF
THE QUARTETS WHICH EXPECT TO COMPETE AT DETROIT,
THEY APPEAR IN NO PARTICULAR ORDER OR SUCCESSION

Your Album of Who Sings What

VARIETY FOUR. OQakland County, L. to R.—Les HARMONY WEAVERS, Muskegon, L. to R.—Ear!
Langlois, bass; Tom Carruthers, tenor; Leg Stiers, lead; Weaver, tenor; Rex Weaver, bari; Reba Weaver, bass;
Archie Livingston, bari. James Loraine. lcad.

WHIZ CANDY MAKERS, Bloomingten, Il L. to R.— LAMPLIGHTERS, Cleveland, L. to¢ R.—Tom Brown,
Dwight Dragoo, tenor: Glenn Howard, lead; Floyd tenor; Murray Honeycutr, lead; J. Cecii Rowe, bari:
Mier, bari: George Wendt, bass. Waller Karl, bass.

ST. LOUIS POLICE QUARTET, L. ioc R.——}ohn Tu-
dor, bass; Jack Lehr, bari; Fred Johanningmeyer, lead;
Sgt. Walier Imhof, tenor,

ARISTOCRATS, 81, Louis, Mo, L. to R.—Dr. Norm
Rathert, lead; Victor Scholz, teror; Fred Wayman,
bari: Harold Bugg, bass.




SAW DUST FOUR., Santa
Reilly, tenor: Sox Kublmeyer, lead: Ken Swowell, hari:
Moarris Lensky., bass.

MISFITS, Chicago. L. 1o R.—Cy Perkins. bari: Moose

BELDING-AIRS,
Pete Buclkley. bass.

Rummler, lead: Floyd
j Al Lally, bass,

ACOUSTICAL PERSECUTING 4. Jackson. Mich.. L.
Bob PBreitmayer,
Arthur Farrand, bari.

HARMONEERS, Claywan, L. to R.—Pat Harness, tenor;

FOUR FLATS, Harcy DeBow,

Don Webster, barl;

1o R.-—~Howard Parks,

Dick O'Heren, tenor: Coelstock, bass;

MAINSTREETERS, Tulsa, L. to R.—George McCaslin,
tenor; Harry Hzll, lead; Bill Palmer. bars;

MORGAN COUNTY FOUR, L.
Alvin Mittendori.
ienor; Ed Gorlr‘_

to R.—Alvin Love-
Harold D. Kainm,

HARMONY KINGS, Springheld,
Fred Sahlender. tead: Frank Dragoo,
Tom O'Heren.

97
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GIPPS AMBERLIN, Peoria, L. 10 R.—Clyde Kitchen,

LeVerne Blew,

UNHEARD-QF-4,
tenor: Henry Klooster, lead: Bill

. 10 R.—Len Horton,
Griffith, haci: Johnny

TURNERS, Dctroit, L., 1o R.—]Jim Creed, tenor; Eddie

VETS FOUR, Katlamazos, L. to R—Don Vavughn. bar::
tenor;

Ernie Johnson, bass: Don Herrington,
Spicketts, lead.

AMBASSADORS, Detrair, L. 10 R.—Monty Marsden,
lead: W. Caricton Scott, tenor: Joe Jones, bariz Joe
W

olff, bass.

Tom

*tn

HARMONY HALLS, Grand Rapids, L. to R.—Bab
Hazenberg, lead; Ed Gaikema, tenor; Ray Hall, bari;

Gordon Hall, bass.

ACCIDENTAL 4, Baitie Creck, L. to R.—Charles Van

Dorn,

Horn, lead; DeWint Kies, bari:

Horace Conklin. bass.

CAVALIERS, Detroit and Qakland Co., L.
Wiseheart, tenor; Bob McGrath, bari: I[ra French, lead;
Herman Smith, bass.

1o B,—Thad

K.

of P. 4, Tecumsel, Mich,, L. to R.—Garth Hall,
tenor; Duncan Qliphant, lead; Carl Thomas, bari; Al

Williams, bass.

YIZINOWYVYH 3HL
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BALLAD HENDERS, Clhimrlevois, Mich., L. 1o R.—

£ - s doakon TIER PAN 4. Kalamazeo, L, o R.-—Chau. Rushmore ,
Y Y 4, 8 aw, L. —P ck. E 3 ! :
Nettieton. venor, Hamlisn, lend; Saltenaull, bari; Evans, K::\({-:Lé::;-;gcl‘];{-nc;: z_tl:__l:_a“;,‘n{\_d:g Seathu;:’:’\sf:]d‘[-illpri Berny Leonard. lead: Floyd Dewm, bari; Don
bass. ' - y " Oase, tenor 1 Deem, bass.

—
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TONSIL BENDERS., Jecksen, Mich. L. to R.—Alan KEEP ‘M ROLLIN' 4, Pontiae, L. to R.—Merr:ll SYNCOPATORS. Claywon, Mo.. L. to R.—Finis Jaynes,
Becker, wenor: George Strickler, lead: Leonard Field. Deem, hass; Harry Storrm, bari; Paul Sparrow, lead; lead; Dick Bernl‘mrdt_ tenor; Dave O Leuary, bari;

bari: Jack Cox. basa. Harold MeDannell, :enor. Barney Beard. bass.

VIUTORY CHOHDMERN, (Tln.'tr-;--ihr'-vyn, L. to R— SANGAMO ELECTRIC 4, Springheld, IIL, L, 10 R.— WESTINGHOUSE 4. Piusburgh, L. o R.—1I. PFPaul
Johm Innecenting, temor; Emil Cisar, Jead: Wes. Perer- Newell Davis. bass: Roy L. Fox, lead; Pat Masterson, Jordan, bass: Earl F. Elder, hari. {seated): R. Clifard
san, bori: Mans Paulsen, bass. wener: 0. F. Leanion, bari.

Janes, tenor: Wm. P. Mcllawell, lead,



A 7 = _ KANSAS CITY BARBER POLE CATS, L. to R— HARMONY HOUNDS, Dertroir, L._ to R.—Mark
SLAP HAPPY Ci_'IAP.PI?S‘ Saginaw, L. to R.—DBon Henry (Red) Davenport, tener; Ben Franklin, lead: Roberts, bari: Mort Gittleman, Jead; Jim Creed, tenor;
Gilbert, ]. George O'Brien, Nelson Joyner {Junior) ¥ ] P

Ed Bluem—(Parts unknown, Ed.} ' Bert Phelps. bari; Dick McVay. bass, LeRoy McKinney, bass.

FOOD CITY 4, Battle Creck, L. to R.—Kecne Woll, THE MUSICHCORDS, Muskegon, L. to R.—Dr. Duplis- THOMAS THREE-AND-A-HALF, Fiint, L. 1w R~
tenor; Lee Braund, lead: [Harold FHerrick, basa; Ed sis, tenor: Ray Jobnson. lead:; Harold Wibalda. bari; Fred Zerbian, bass: George Murphy, tenor: Clarence
Brown. bari. Gayle Churchill, ULass. Rydmark, lead: Lec Thomas, bari.

AMERICAN LEGICN 4, Detroit, L. w R.—Glenn CHORD-INATQRS, Pontiac and Qakland, L. to R— FCOREST CITY FQUR, Cleveland, L. to R.—Carroll
Shields, Aru. Wrebbel, Howard Tubbs. Monty Marsden. Walter Kadeil, lead; Hareid Wells, tenor; John Pallerin, tenor; Syd Hesse, lead; Maynard Graft, bari;
Beaudin, bari; Wm, Otto, bass. Ed Crockert, bass.

HIZINOWYVH JHL
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PROGRESSIVE INDUSTRIES, Detroit, L. to R.—
Glenn Bennetr, tenor; Lyle McKerrell, bari; Carl
Restivo, lead: Mike Arnone, bass.

THE PEACHPICKERS, Atlanta, L. to R.—Dick
Swrges, Henry Brock, Jim Walker, Al Ostuni.

PORT CITY FOUR, Muskegon. L. to R.—G. Dick
Hendrick, bass: John Oldenburg, bari; Henry Poorl,
jead: Win. Hendrick. tenor.

3 BRASS HATS & A NON.COM, Ft. Benning, L. 10 R.
—2ngd Li, H, C. Iten, Maj. 1. M. Baker, Tec. 5 D. A.
Hesse, Maj. ]. B. Chesson.

OKIES ALUMNI REUNION
SCHEDULED
Ar 11:30 P. M. Friday, the 100 members of the

Alumnm Association of the Okies—Tulsa’s veteran quar-
ret, currently made up of Bill Downing, J. Frank Rice,
O. C. Cash and Fred Graves
annual gabfest in the Washington Room of the Book-
Cadillac Hotel. The main topic of conversation will be
the early davs of our Society during which the Okies
were bent on swiping every new swipe they heard other

quartets use. It has even heen said that was the reason
jor the constant turn-aver tn members, Frank Rice would
kick out a member, take in a new one, keep him long
enough to steal all the “'stutf” he bad and out he'd go
to make room for another victim,

Another group meeting of interest will be the Satur-
day luncheon of members of the 3 quartets which have
been crowned “National Champions’
of our Sotiety. “Dac” Enmeier of Tulsa (Chordbuster<i
and Frank Thorme of Chicago (Elasuc 4) are in charge
of arrangements.

" since the founding

will gather for ther

SIDE LIGHTS ON GRAND RAPIDS PARADE
By Walter Kadell of the Cherdinators

Red Masrers surrounded by a bevy of beauties at both
afterglow and after-afterglow.

We soon learned that to hnd the after-afterglow “eatin’
victuals,” just follow Paul Sparrew, Pontiac’s rotund
sparkplug.

Lucky Al Tason—his sales itinerary always scems to
include cities and towns holding Barbershop Quartet
Parades.

% % o=

Bill Otro doing the 100-yard dash down the corridar’
to Room 4063 in his shorts, to get in on an impremptu
quartet.

* e

Schubere Clib, under Frank Goodwin's baton, 1n
threc grand numbers.
= & %
Wonderful stage setting in completely hiled Civic
Auditorium.
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NEW ENGLAND CHAPTERS CELEBRATE ANNIVERSARY

MNarthampton, Springfield, Terrvville, and Hartford
mpton Country Club
in April to celebrate the sixth anniversary of the Society,

A delegation from Albany, N Y., also artended.

Chapters jomed forces ar the Naorel

The extension activity of Norvthampton reguires stady
by all members of the Socierv. The Chaprer has been

directly responsible, either through mdividuals or coop-

erative etfort, for the spansoring of Springheld, Bin
tan, New Yark Cicv, and Albany. Hartford s in d

line of descent as it was brought into being by Spring

field.  Endicott Is also a crandehild, or something, as it
was sponsored by Binghamton,  Paterson, N, I, alse

¢ under the influence of Narthampton vepresem

C

CLEVELAND PLANS QUARTET SHOW

Seprember 30th s the date ser by Cleveland Chuprer
fur its “hig nighe.”  The show will be presented in the
Music Hall of Public Auditorium, capaciey 2700, The
Flastic Four and Harmony Halls will highlighe a pro-
cram which will include the Cleveland 13 Finalisrs,
the Four Flats and the Forest Ciry Four, the Tamp
lizhters, Cleveland. quartets fram Cleveland-West Shore,
Lorain, Mussillon, Daveon and Cincinnati Chapters.

WHAT VOICE IS HARDEST TO GET?

The Secretary of the Galesburg, 11, Chapter wants
to know which parr other Chapiers have the greatese
difficulty filling . . . tenor, fead, bari, ar buss,

TULSA QUARTET ACTIVE

Soamewhere between Detroir and Tulsa there's a pic-
ruge of @ quarter that aughe 1o have heen inchuded in chis
Bulletin,  This group has been deing a whale of 4 lot
af singing —LUIS0 s, PTA, churches, ¢ivie organizations,
etc. Baritone of this up and coming outfit iz Bill Waort
ley, president of the Chaprer in 1942-45.

IMlineis Association Officers

New € #lected mt Peoria, May Tih.
L. o 3 Chicigo, sccratary: Walt
Chur 1. weasurer: T 3 Gales-
burg, rdemn 3 Parher, Pear preardent.
Carral s, o 5 ds rhe quarie:
in = rendition o W 1o judge

by l:lt eNpressions.

BINGHAMTON TRIES A NEW ONE
Binghamron Chapter is poing 1o try whar seems to be
a new idea.  Lach meeting is ta be completely run by
one member.  His will be the task of laving out 2 com-
plete program of entertainment and seeing to ic thar it
5 orun off properly.

ENDICOTT SHOWS HOW

Fndicorr, N. Y., Chapter gave a demonstration of
Extension Activity recently thar might well be capied by
other Chapters of the Society. For three months in suc-
cession, pracrically the entive memihership of the Chapter
journeyed to towns within fair distance and put on a
L‘liill'!("l':-h(‘lp ll?f_-"]t tor the henelir of local [rospects, With-
out doubt, new Chaprers will result.

ORIGINALITY OF NAMES
The Fast apparently gives nothing away to anvone
when it comes to naming quartets.  Such names as “Tri
Uity blickers” and “The Fonr Chords,” both of First
New Jersey Chapter, { Newark and Esses County), will

look well aon our Taternational programs,

Chapter Chatter

MASSIHLLON TQO ENTERTAIN 10,000

As we go bo press, Massillon Chapter sends
word af its initial effort in lorge scaole en.
tertainment of the general public. On Moy
24th, Tiger Stodium, seme 10,000 Qhiouns
will enfoy an evenl, the like of which hos
never been seen in Ohio, or probably, alss
where. Combining forces with the Massillan
High Schaol band, cooched by Gearge “Red”
Bird, vice president of Mossillon Chapitar, the
tossillon SPEBSQSA charus and quartets, plus
athers from Clevelond and Cleveland-West
Share Chapters, will thrill the Immense audi-
ence with o program of music in true borber-
shop siyle.  Fealure aof the night will be a
tarchlight parade with the entire hond ond
charus orrayed in Gay 90’5 costumes. “Such
scauring of attics and ald trunks hosn't hop- way,

pened in Mossillon since the Civil War,” oc
cvording to Bob Smith, secratary of the Chop-
tor ond MO of the event.  "Wa expect o
put barbershop and SPEBSQSA across to oul
pert of the weorld in a big woy,” ways Zoh.

RENQ 5ETS A RECORD

Al tThe March dinner mesting, held at the
Gallery Hotel in Reno, 100% of the member
ship sot for four salldl hours of gang singing.
quoriel singing, sela and duo renditions of ference in Detroit. The Chopter hos been
old teor jerkers . . the record being that
this feot has never before been occomplished
withaut banefit {?} of
fessional entortalnment, ele.  Featured wos
the Chapler's top quertet, the Hord-Rock
Harniony 4. Two more guortets are on the

spuech makers, pre-

SAGINAW HAS A REAL BUDGET

With profits moteriolizing frem various en-
lerprises, Soginaw hat set up o real budget
far the coming year. $50 goes 10 tha Michigan
Stote Assaciotion; $250 for adverlising in the
Seciety’s publication, storting with an an-
nauncement in three talors in this  issue;
$100 far adveriiting in MNaotional Pragrams;
and 5150 for axpense ol the Notianal Coa-

asked lo furnish tolent for part of o pragrom
lo be broadcast over sevaral radia stations
and is considering the propesition. With ai-
tendunce o1 various Michigen State Porades,
our own Morathon Contest, appecronces ot
over 20 civic entarprises, the Chapter has hod
for ond owoy ity busiast yeor,
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Barbershop Bafflers
Compiled by CHARLES i, MTERRILL

Fresident, Reno Uhapler

Being as hoco this is the first issue af g newe department.
e felt e shoeald set off to a dramatic start. So hers
are ten songs theatrically described for you to decipher.
True. this first puzzic 1§ @ 20 .;OJJ_r Gl
assoered thae in the Tuture soe shall nor be so verbose.

1. The curt
is in evidence.  The sound of sleigh bells = hieard and
suddenly ain open sleigh appears drawn by a s bob
tailed nag, The voung couple is singing and laughing
As they dash by the horse pets into a snow drift and over
\Who was this snow- dunked damsel ?

You are

in rises on a wintey scene. AMuoch snow

FLNES TL.II' .\‘ll": .

2. T'he curtain rises on rthe streets of a larze ooty
{NO: it s nor Detrair), [tis a very zay and lively scene,
mdeed, with children plaving games and dancing on the
sidewalks,  You should kinow the name or one ot the
little zirls,

3. The curtain rises on the bed-chamber of a voung
Irish Tass. Duawn is breaking, From the hills the hunter's
horn is heard. Qurside the window we see the lark shak
ing the Jew from her wing. We know that today rthis
zivl mst part trom her lover and for a good long time -
mayhe for years; mayhe forever, But what do we ob-
serve s ls she readying herselt for this unhappy leavetak-
ing? She is not! She is sleeping! Who is this carefree
slumberer?

4. The cartain rizes on a very seamy bedronm occupied
by a loving couple. Through the transom appears a .4
pistnl which discharges in the direction of the bed. The
man is fatally hit. { Note for accuracy’s sake: some ver-
sions have it char the shot came through rhe door, er
throwgh the Hoor, or gut the back door. Bur worthehell;
it got him anyvway.)  We dan't care abour the pistol
piacking mama.  Bur who was the zal in the voom? Her
name, please, and if you have it, her telephone number,

3. The curtain rises on 4 Scotch scene Iaﬂs a nuatter
of fact, braes—whatever they are). A very lovely Seatcel
[assie with snow-wlinte brow and swan like throat s
plighting her trath to her lover who, we predict, will be
ning her praises and offering to lay down his life
far many years o come,

Jen

Who is this exemplary

t. Vhe eurtam mises on a wooded hill,  Below, by a
creek, we cbaerve o mill where sits a youns couple. Seene
2: The curtain rises on the same scene but changes are
observed,  On the hill stands the man alone, r hie has
erown old,  The hill is denuded of grove: the mill has
grown rusty and s no longer in operarion.  Le time
seemia (o have passed. A good guesser would venture thae
the old pgent is thinking back on his fair companion of
scene 1. By the way, what was her name?

7. The curtain rises on a stream {nor an old mill
stream—ijust a plain stream).  On s shores a couple is
seated, the man weaving garlands of Howers {presumably
leis)y for his bright eyed wirl friend.  “Thereupun {pre-
sumably hecause he can't nnd anything better to do, al-
though, frankly, we never have been able to Agnre out

why) he conunences to count. He never gets up very high
but demonstrates thar he s something of a linguist.  Per-
sonally we shall alwuve regard hiny as something of an

ass, Bur enough of him., Who was she?

8. The curtain rises on a mine lacated in a canyon
where a 49er is hard at his labors.  His daughter, light
as u fairy bur with big feet, drives her ducklings to the
water, falls in, drowns. [ Action tasc enough for vou?)
Who was this mosr unfortunate clumsy ?

2. The curtain rises on an Irish
ly girl appears driving a low-backed car and seated upon
a truss of hav, And does she ger away with murder!
The man at the turn-pike bar lers her through withour
even asking tor the wll! Her name please,

arker scene. A love-

10, The currain rises on a lovely litrle seaweed bunea
low at the bottom of the ecean.  An unusual though at-
tractive girl (unusaal 0 that her lower extremines are
detinitely piscine) is entertaining her boy friend by the
light of the star fish. The boy friend is ohviously having
the time of his Lite.  He'll never stop bragging about ir.
Bur who was she?

{For Answers See Paze 35

PALMER, JR. WRITES NEW BOOK
Title: Twenty-One Day's Rest in @ Navy Dispensary

A/C John R Paliner recently wrote to his dad, Bill,
of Tulsa. (Bari of the Mainstreeters)

“I got the copy of the Harmonizer and Stephens
recognized ir and asked if T wax o member. [ told him
the history of SPEBSQSA in our house. He used to
sing tenor in a guarter, s0 we set out to find a bari and
bass in the ward, hut all the other inmuates are Mairzy
Doats fans.  Tonizht we are going 10 sneak out and
find a good bari and bass and breathe scarlet fever gerns
in their races, 1 have agreed 1o sing the lead. 1 anill
claim to be the onlv Society member thar wanrs to sing
bass, has a baritone voice, only harmony instinct being
tenor, and always wind up singige tead on account [ know
the words. A one man quartet, maybe. Steph. and
are content now with singing Juets, but the true barber
shop instiner js surging torward. e are zoing to stay
wirth it unnl we are able 1o make a Boring Foursame
aut of the present Gruesome Uwosome.”

MINNEAPOLIS TO HAVE QUARTET CONTEST

The Minneapalis Aquatennial  Association has  an-
nounced the 1944 Minneapolis Aguarennial for the ten
days starting July 2lsi. One ot the features of this
vear's schedule 1z o be an apen contest of barbershop
quartets.  The plan is to use the same rules of judging
which our Society 15 to use at this year's International
Contest, and the Minncapolis Chapter of our Society is
collaborating with the Aguarenmal Association in urging
guartets in our Society to make the trip to Vinneapolis
and participate 1 the contesr, Send all inquiries regard-
ing contest rules and prizes to the Minneapolis Aquaten-
mal Association, 12 Builders Exchange, Mlinnecapolis,

Minn,
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NEW JERSEY QUARTET TC COMFETE

The "Gorden State Quartet,” New Jersey
Stizte Chompions, will be on hand at Detrait,
ready ond willing te shaw haw it's done in
the East.  Growth of the Society in New
lersey hoy been slow but sure. Palerson
end Mewaork alse have thriving Chopters.

CHICAGO HAS PERMANENT QUARTERS

With the eveblithment of permanent poid
guorters  at the Holel Marrison, Chicogo
Chapter murks up another "first.” The "Com-
plete Frogram per Meeting” idex has been
extremoly succwssful ond will be continued
Chicegoe’s financiol setup has been revised
semawhot—sudh innovations os o permonent

‘par capita tax sinking fund' and penolties
af $£50 ner month on unpeid dues (which
incidentally hove been roised 1a $5 per year,
are eapected 10 result in o steady imprave

ment.,

WHAT A CHAPTER . . . IF!

Warsaw, N. Y., the “biggest litle Chapter
in the Saciely” wauld be o tremendaus of-
fair if a few things cauld be changed. Sec.
R. A. Simpson reparts that Warsaw is so
small that when o quertet starts o sang in
the ice creom parlar, 4000 peaple heor the
naise. 2500 af these ure wamen and children.
When the chorus rings aut, the remaining
say, "Oh, Barbershap.” OFf these 1500, 1200
are either drofted or wark nights. When
the Sec. onnounces o rehearsal, onily 300 are
lef1 10 answer the call. Of these, 261 couldn’
corry a lune in o bucket, so anly 39 mem-
bers ore lefr,

The Chopter repeated its very successful
1943 “Smokes-for-Soldiers Minstrel” in lare
April, nefting aver $1000 for this warthy
Lause,

ST. LOUIS PARADE—GREAT

A swell time wos hod by all ot ow
Parade of Quortets” held in the Gold Roor
of Hew! Jefiersan here in 51. Louis on Friday,
April  21sr, I wai o complere sell-ourn
Things moved pretty fast under the oble di-
ract of “Fire-Department’” Andersan w

did ths M. C. work.

The quartets thal participated were, The
Syncopatars, The Aristocrats, whe won fourth
place o1 the Chicogo Convention lust Juni
and the new up and caming Haemany Horlos
Four, the ald relioble Mound City Faur, the
Masqueraders, the Voriely Four, Tune
Pwisters, end Juit But st leost, the S1. Lavis
Police Quartst wha did & number in operatic
“Maoirzy-Doors” style thot reclly gol opplause
from the 1300 who attended this offoir.

We alse had 1wo husbond ond wife quor-
te1s, one colled the Mixed-Up Four ond the
other, the Bridge Toble Four. Bath will, we
hope, be in Deiroit in June, Victor Schalz,
our German lrish Tenor song “Qne Alone”
beautifully.

Following aur regular Parade of Quortets,
we had o vary delightfol fleor show, MCed
hy none ather thon the ex-cop Jack Lehr.
You will remembar Jack, one of the §t. Lauis
Palice Quarter singers, the bary, in the Chicu-
go Finols in 1943,

Chapter Chatter

GRAMND RAPIDS “INVITATIONAL"

Over 5000 peeple jommed the Convention
Hall ot Grond Ropids April 15th o heor
harberihop guortets from hare and there in
the first “Greal Lokes [nvitational.' Wa
simply haven’t spoee 1o list ol the quartets
who tock part. We only marvel thot oll
wera able 1o ge! on the slage and off in
just one evening. plus the appearance of the
Grand Raogids Schubzrt Club., At ony rote
1a successful was the offeir thar G. R. is ai-
rendy anncuncing a repeat perfarmance next
Y{-ll.

PEORIA HAS VICTORY S5ING

Pearia Chapier presented i1s 2nd Annual
“Yictory Sing” an Sundoy, Moy 7th. The
Ccrn Belt Chorus occupied a featured spot
on the progrum and did o beautiful job.
Mast of the Society’'s auvistanding quartets
were there, including the Haormanizers, Elastic
Four, Kansas City Barber Pale Cals, Am.
bassadors, Hormany Kings, ete,

WICHITA IN FOURTH ANNUAL SHOW

Saturday, May 27, ot the Arcodia Theoire,
Wichita, the Wast's preview af the Inter-
natienal will take ploce. Tapping the pro-
grom will be The Elastic Four, Chicaga; the
Kansas City Barbar Pole Cats, ond the Main-
streeters, of Tulsa. Herelofore, 1his event
has been held in a hotel ballraam but the
demand for tickets wos so great lost yeor
thot it was dacided ta mave 10 o large
theatre this year,

CALIFORNIA CHAPTERS INVITE VISITORS

Edison Thomos, 402 Jergins Trust Bldg.,
Lang Beoch, Setretory of the Chapler in that
city, comes up with this one:

"Na doubt there are mony eastern boys
in the service on this comst, and if the moga-
zine could corry o note thot we mest on the
firs! Friday of eoch month at Elk’s cluk, some
ane might drive in 1o see us.

“Stoff Sergeant Tim Weber, USMC, Camp
Pendleton, maember aof the Detrpit and Oak-
land County aptars, hitchihiked 100 miles
to be with us on two oeccasions.
at Oceanside, near Sun Diego.”

He is living

Bob Reilly, 548 15th St., Santo Monico,
Sec., and Tom Rowlings, 833 Sth Sr, some
city, Pres, write thal thelr Choapter meets the
first and third Monduys of the Vels Service
Leamgue, 1447 14th §t. Rawlings, olso, s o
former Oakland County Chopter member,

STURGES VISITS OUR ARMED CHAPTER

Dick Sturges, Internotional Historian, seng
bird, sign pointer, patron of the arts, Red
Rock Colo drinker, and whot not, recently
poid o visit to “Spirit of 17éth Infantry®
Choprer of SPEASQSA, ot Fi. Benning. Dick,
occording 1o ). H. Oslertag, Chopter Sec.,
pronounced progress 5o for mode by the mili-
tary os being, “splendid and thareughly in
line with the spirin of the Society,” Being
stotioned in o somewhat isolated port of the
post, the quartets of the Chopter hove been
much in demand.

CLEVELAND-WEST SHORE HAS DINNER

The newly chartered Clevelund-West Share
Chapier held o dinner at the Llake Shore
Hatel, Saturduy, May &th.  About 400 ar-
tended, including large delegations from
Cleveland, Lorain, Mossillon and Dayton
Chapters,

CLAYTON GETS AROUND

Roy Camphell, Secrotary, rooorts that Clay-
tan, Mo, guartets hove made oppecrances
o1 band sules, hospitals, civie clubs, churches,
war plonts and ell the USO centers in the
cily. Pragrems of aatertainment have been
staged ot Jefferson Borrocks, lambert ond
Scatt Air Fields, the Velerans and Marine
Hospitals, the Mosanic and Old Peoples
Homes.

ELKHART “NIGHT OF HARMONY"

ln the apinion of ane quorletter wha hos
been around plenty, the Elkhart “"Night of
Hormony” was the most pleasing party his
quartet has evar parlicipated in from every
standpoint.  As he sees it, the fact that anly
six tap nalch quartets were scheduled and
that each made severol appearences, had
much ta da with the all-over goad effect.

‘The 450 copacity of the Hotsl Elkhart bali-

room was sold aut a week before the evenl.
The Indiana Chapfers, in the immediate area
—Gary, and Sauth Bend, with Elkhart, have
iaid plans ro hald quorterly meetings jaintly.

BATTLE CREEK WAXES FAT

It must be the diet, or diets, for which
B. C. is fomed. At any rate, . C. reparts
o grawrh from 12 to 73 mcmbers in lass
than o year. Ovur informaotion is that most
of the credit gaes to Prexy. E. D. Sperry ond
publicity airectar Les Braund. Lee has praoved
ance dagoin the etficocy of odvertising. By
moillng many hundreds of notices of meet-
ings ta B. C. citizen-prospects, lee hos en-
ficed many of them to come oraund. Once
they come, Pres. Sperry manoges to see that
they retur.

High spot af the Spring seoson wos the
8. C. Porcde of Quartets, for which Kellogg
Audilorium, capocity 250U, proved inodequale
o occommadate the crowd, U, of Mich.
Stadium, copacity 110,000, is under considera-
tion for next yeor.

MUSKEGON DOUBLES MEMBERSHIF

With 206 paid maembers, Muskegon claims
to be the third lorgest Chopter in the Sacie-
ty. The Chapier's quartets, 1he Unheard-of.4,
Part City, Musichards, Harmony Weovers, Old.
timers, ond Continentals, plus the Blendettas
fgirls), have been on the job continually, op-
pzoring o1 every function al which they are
asked to sing. The Chapter clso considers
it has estoblished samething of o mork to
sheot at in thot o1 leost one Muskegon
quortet hos oppeared ol every Michigen
function in the lost twelve months except
the Pentioc offair and there Selective Service
waos o blome. With five quortels entered in
the Internalional Contest ot Detroil, Muskegon
expects 1o make o smash hit ot tho! event.
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BARBERSHOPPE QUARTETTES -

On the Night of June 16th!!!

AT THE VARIETY SHOW
You'll See 'Em! You'll Hear 'Em!

THE JOHNSON SISTERS, Chicago THE BARBERETTES, Peoria

THE BARBERETTES, Peoria, L, 0o R.—Dorothy
Pierce, Gladys Benner. Kay Solich. ldelie Dykeman.

THE CHARMERETTES, Jackson

THE JOBNSON SISTERS, Chicago, Top 1o Bottom—
Ruby, lencr: Irepne, lead; Stella, bari; Harrer, bass.

THE BLENDETTES, Muskegon

L. 1o R—Virginia Fich, bari: Beverly Farrand. lead;
Mary Schoch, bass: Vera Fitch, toor.

JUST 4 OF THE "ACTS”
YOU'LL SEE AND HEAR

THAT NIGHT!

Standing—L. o R.—Virginia Cook bass: Lola Hahn,

tenor; Seated—Clarice Hanson, bari; Janet Acker, lead.
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O’BRIEN’'S ““SLAP HAPPIES"” NEED
ARTIFICIAL RESPIRATION

Dear Iiditor:
Junior’s breathing! !

Nlavbe that doesn’t mean anything to you, but to me
that's double barreled trouble with a capital ‘"I and a
bigger headache than the pitch-pipe which darn near
threw the Slap Happy Chappies into a ground-loop and
has had us hovering between a white tie and tails and a
high bicvcle ever since Don Gilbert bought us that tn
whistle.

Yes, Carroll, funior’s hreathing. As a matter of fact
he’s been breathing for nigh onto forty years, but the
trouble is that he didn’t realize it until about a week ago.

[t all started with Don Gilbert again. 7Somebody’s
got to clip the wings of that flving jitnev ol his or the
Slap Happies are going to end up cutting cut paper dolls
for certam.

Somewhere in his travels he got hobnobbin’ with =
quartet that sold him the idea that certain songs might
sound better if just a little effort was devoted to phrasing.
For instance, if evervone said the same words at the same
time, if everyone took a breath at the same time . . . ah,
Carroll, say no more, that breathing thing did it.

Next time we had a rehearsal Don popped it on us.
We agreed to give it a whirl and got out the SPERSQSA
arrangement of “Flowers in May.” We sing thac one
you know . .. just as it's written. Ir may sound different
than anything you've heard before, but nevertheless we
sing 1t like it’s written.

Well, we dragged out May and the posies and with
pencil in hand we went to work.  Very carefully and
very conscientiously we covered that score and whenever
we came to a place where we just simply had to come
up for air, we made a check mark. When we fnally got
it checked and <ouble checked, we backed into the key
of B flat and took off.

Then it happened. Jumor Joyner . .. he’s our baritone
vou koow ; well, Junior got so interested in his breathing
that he forgot to bari so we had to back up and start
over., WMNext time he got so involved with his bari that
he forgot to breathe and by the time we got to the part
where we were “loving her m the same old way” Junior
fell flat on his face and it took us an hour and twenty
minutes ro bring him to,

That ended the rehearsal for that night and by the
next time we got together things were jn a terrihle mess.
Junior was having breath trouble. I don’t mean the
kind they talk about in the Listerine ads: he was just
simply having trouble with his breathing. Here he'd
been on this good earth for more than forty odd summers
and i1t wasn’t until rhis thing happened that he realized
he's been breathing all these vears . . . now he can’t think
of anything else,

Not only that, he now finds that he has to learn the
words because if he doesn’t know the words how the
heck is he going to know when to hreathe? You've
really got to know Junior to appreciate how complicated

this situation is getting to be. He was great as a bari
as long as he only had his two bari nores and da da de da
to remember.  Now with words, music, and breathing

added to the responsibility of keeping in the right key it

looks like Junior's about to give up and go back peddling

fish,

Mavybe you think 1'm just worried about Dick Sturges
and his Peach Pickers. Oh, sure, [ read his article in
the last Harmomizer. That's what happens when you
make the thing so bloomin’ good that everybody reads it
from cover to cover.

But “phooey” sez [. What do I care what Sturges
says. [t's spring, ain’t it? Well, let the “South Wind”
blow, I should worry. As for our championship, it's sate
as War Bonds and any time these Georgia orchard
warblers think they can take it away from us they just
better keep right on picking peaches.

Where does this guy Sturges get the idea that his ag-
oregation is bad? 1 remember seeing a picture of them
in one of the early issues of our publication. Way back
in the days when it was called “Barber Shop Re-chord-
ings” long before it even had a one cylinder name and
three colors on the cover. I remember Dick in the back-
ground like an old mother chicken spreading his wings
lovingly over four snappy looking young “‘gammy-hawk-
ers’ with mouths agape like they might be tearing the
heart out of “Frivolous Sal” or wippin’ the pantaloons
off of “Nellie,” and underneath the picture it sard, © . ..
Dick Sturges, The Mascot.”

T'hat, Carroll, is prima facie evidence that the Georgia
Peach Pickers can't possibly be as bad as we are. Dick
Sturges has never heard us and that of course is where
ignorance is bliss. But vou've heard us and you know
darn well that we're so had that we couldn’t even pet
a4 mascot,

So much for Mr. Sturges, he'll find out when he comes
to Detroit in June who the World's Worst Quartet is;
and when the discords clear away it will still be the Slap
Happy Chappies.

If Dick thinks he's got trouble, wait untl lus gang find
out that they are hreathing . . . or are they?

Sincerely vours,
J. GEORGE O'BRIEN,
Saginaw, Mijch.

May 5, 1944

ANSWERS TO BAFFLERS (Page 32)

1. TFannje Bright

2. Alamie O'Rorke

3. Kathleen Mavourneen

4. Nelly Bly (sometimes Alice; sometimes Blye)
5. Annie Laurie

6. Maggie

7. Rebecea

& Clementine

9. Peggy

10, Minnie the Mermaid
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THE OLD SONGS

The storehouse of old songs is replete with runeful melodies that harmonize v the manner we think of in terins 3
of “barbershop.” Their very age tends to make many of them elusive.
ginming or ending phrase in the chorus that may not coinctde with the actual title. For cxample, the song lListed helow
as "Down In Dear Old New Orleans” is more familiarly known among barbershoppers as “Dancing In the Moaonlight,”

Sometimes we remember an old tune by a be-

the opening phrase of the chorus.

You can help the editor by searching your attics and storerooms for old sheet music, going through it and send-

ing in the mformation that will round out our subsequent lists.

Please, everyone, help us if you can.  Address such in-

formation to Carroll P. Adams, International Secretary, 19220 Gainsborough Road, Detroit (23), Michigan.

TITLE YEAR
After the Roses Have Faded Away 1914
Alabama Jubilee 1915
AN Through the Nighr Old Welsh Air
Be My Little Babyv Bumble Bee 1912
Come Back, Dixie 1905
Cuoddle Up a Liwle Closer, Lovey Mine 1908
Daisies Won't Tel 1508
Down Among the Sugar Cane 1908
Down In Dear Old New Orleans 1912
Dreaming 1906
Floating Down the River 1913
Honey Man 1911
I'm Al Bound Round With the Mason Dixon Line 1907
Indiana Moon 1923
I Wanc To Be in Dixie 1912
My Pony Boy 1909
The Picture That s Turned Toward the Wall 1891
School Days 1907
Srarlight 1905
Sunbennet Sue 1908
Sunshine of Paradise Alley 1395
There's a Littde Spark of Love Still Burning 1914
Wahash Mgon 193]
When Yoau're Away 1911
You are the Tdeal of My Dreams 1910

AUTHOR-COMPOSER PURBLISHIER

Bachanan-Ball M. Witmark & Sons
Yeller-Cobb Jevorme H. Remick & Co.
Walter Maynard (English wards) G, Shirmer

Jerome FH. Remick & Co.
Leo Teisr, Inc

M. Witnark & Sons
Terome H. Remick & Co.
Mills Music, [oc.

Jerome H. Remick & Co.

Murphy-Marshall
Mahoney-Wenrich
Hauverbach-Hoschna

Apita Owen

Avery & Hart—Muack & Smnith
Young-Conrad & Whidden

Heiser-Mailev Jerome H. Remick & Co,
Lewis-VWhire Will Rassiter
MeCarthv-Piantadosi Les Feist, Lue.

Watersan Berlin & Suvder Co.
Irving Berlin, lnc.

Waterson, Berlin & Snyder Co.
Jerome H. Remnick & Co.
Arthur Grahain M. Wirmark & Sons

Cobb & LEdwards Mills Music, lne.
Madden-Mprse F. B. Haviland Pub. Co.
Cobb-FEdwards Mills Music, Inc.
Ford-Braiton Robbing Music Corp.
McCarthy-Fischer Len Feist, Tnc.

Dreyer-NDnwney Irving Berlin, Inc.

Jerome H. Remick & Co.
Shapira, Bernsrein & Co.

Lewis & Young—=Schwartz
avis-Jones

Berlin & Snvder
Heath-O'Dannell

Brown & Young-Granr
Herbert Ingraham

DESERT BARBERSHOPPERS

Phoenix-Saguare Chapter reports great activity out
there among the cacti, (cactuses). T'wo quarrets, Desert
City Four and Thunder Bird Four are fast becoming
popular around town as the rtesult of appearances on a
number of Red Cross and War Bond programs. Reg
Manning's cartoon in rhis issue i3 slightly exaggerated,
according tn Billy Hallete, Sccretary of the Chapter, but
not too much.

HARMONY HALLS FETED

Grand Rapids Chapter, proud parvents of that happy
offtspring The Harmony Halls, threw a party for the
boys atter they won the Michigan State Championship.
Each wember of the quarter was presented wwith a tie,
lapel decoracion, and handkerchief to match. Their wives
were presenred with corsages, possibly as a reward for
all the nights they had to sit home alone white the Halls
practived or made one of their frequent appearances.

Hexe’s the GRAND RAPIDS GANG.

(Michigan Neo. 1)
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THE SOCIETY FOR THE PRESERVATION AND

ENCOURAGEMENT OF BARBER SHOP QUARTET

SINGING IN AMERICA, INC.

1943-44 INTER-NATIONAL OFFICERS

President: Hareld B, Staab, 40 Roe Avenue, Northampton, Mass,
(Tastern Sales Manager, Wm, & Harvey Rowland, Inc.)

First Vice-President: Phil Embury, 30 Park Sircet, Warsaw, N. Y.
(President, Embury Mig. Co.)

Executive Secretary: Carroll P. Adams, 19220 Gainsborough Road,
Detroit 23, Mich.
{Strong, Carlisle & Hammeond Co.)

Treasurer: Joseph E. Stern, 200 Temple Bidg., Kansas City 6, Mo.
(Vice-President, L. J. Baer & Co., Inc.. Realtors)

Vice-President: C. T. "Deac” Martin, 649 Union Commerce Bldg.,
Cleveland 14, Ohio
(Puhlicist—léusiness Writar)

Vice-President: Frank C. Morse, ¢/0 Browne-Morse Co.,
Muskegan 61, Mich.
{Chairman of the Board., Brownes-Morse Co.)

Vice-President: Frank H, Thorne, 6216 W. 66th Place, Chicago 38, 111,
(Vice-President, Nationa! Aluminate Corporation}

Historian: R. H. “Dick” Sturges, Box 1228, Atlanta I, Ga.
(Outdoor Adwvertising}

Master of Ceremonies: John Hanson, 216 Ashton Ave., Peoria 4, Il
{Sales Representative)

Founder and Permancnt Third Assistant Temporary Vigce-Chairman:
0. €. Cash. Box 581, Tulsa 1. Okla.
{Aworney, Tax Commissioner—Stanolind Pipe Line Co.)

BOARD OTF DIRECTORS
The Ten Officers and

Term Expiring in june, 1946

R. Harry Brown, 3403 Madison Street, Wilmington 218, Delaware
(Official Court Reporter)

John R, Buitendorp, 645 Mafett Streel, Muskepgon Heights 57, Mich.
(Assistant Manager, Wit Buick)

R. Ray Campan, 344 W. Genesee Ave., Saginaw, Mich.
(President and General Manager. Saginaw Paint Mg, Co.}

Clarence R. Marlowe, 10 No, Bemiston S(., Clayton 5, Mao.
(Assistant Commissioner, Departmecnt of Health}

Dean W, Palmer, P. O, Box 208, Wichila 1, Kansas
(Engineering Depariment, Kansas Gas & Eleetric Co.)

W. Welsh Pieree. 10 So. LaSualle St., Chicaga 3. IIL
(General Agent, Massachusetts Indemnity Insurance Co.)

J. Frank Rice, 4th and Dewey Stireets, Bartlesville, Okla.
(Cities Service Gas Co.)

Term Expinpg in June, 1945

Burnett J. Abbott, ¢/o Gale Mfg. Co., Albion, Miechigan
(President, Gale Mfg. Co.)

Dempster Godlove, Pierce Building, St. Louis 2, Ma.
(Ageni, The Aetna Casuvalty & Surety Co.)

Verne M. Laing, 724 Fonrth National Bank Bldg., Wichita 2, Kansas
{(Attorney )

E. V. "Cy"” Perkins, 330 §. Wells Street, Chicage 6, Ill.
{Western Manager, “The Pctroleum Engineer’')

Maurice E. Rcagan. 325 Castlegate Road, Wilkinsburg, Pa.
{Electrical Engineer, Weslinghouse E & M Co.)

W. Carletou Scott, 1530 Cranbrock Road. Birmingham, Wieh.
(President, Suburban Homes, Inc.)

Henry Slanley, 48 E. Chicago Ave., Chicago 1), 1iL
{Prioritics Munuzger, Kling Bros. Enginecring Warks)

Term Expiring in fune, 1944

Judge Denver N, Davison, Supreme Court Chambers,
Oklahoma City, Okla,
(Swate Supreme Court Justice)

Jehn W. Garrert, 602 Kentucky Avc.. Joplin, Mo.
{President. Gateway Creamery Co.)

R. ]. "Rudy” Heinen, Halbur, Towa
{Cashier, Farmers Savings Bank)

James F. Knipe, 640 Caxton Bldg., Clevetand 15, Qhio
(President, The Martin Printing Co.)

Dr. Mark 8. Nclson, 28 West Elm St, Canton, Il
(Physician and Surgeon)

Joseph P. Wolli, 8491 E. Outer Drive. Detroit 5. Mich.
(Cornmissioner of Bnildings and Safcty Engineering)

THAT
CoYyoTE
AN'T BAb,
AT THAT!

SAGUARO
CHAPTER
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Those Guys Will Go to Any
Length to Get a Tenor

RED MASTERS GATHERING MUGS

Thurlo 5. “Red” Masters, Chairman of this year's
Quarter Registration Committee, a2 nationally known
member of the Derroit and Qakland County Chapters,
is gathering rogether a large and interesting collection
of shaving mugs which will be on display, together with
his 107 -year-old barber chair, throughout the Conference.
Red alveady has scores of old mugs, on which have been
inscribed the names of various of his friends in the Sociery
and of many well-known quartets. Tf you have one, or
can get your hands on an old shavin: mug of the Gay
Y0’s era, why not have vour name put on and send it
along to Red for his collection, His address is 148301
Ferguson, Detroit 27, Mich.

MORE ELASTIC 4 RECORDS

It will be good news to our readers to Jearn that there
are 75 additienal sets of the records recently made by the
Elastic 4 now available. Orders should be sent to Frank
H. Thorne, 6216 W. 66th Place, Chicago 33, I1l. Better
hurry, because these will probably be the last and they
are going rapidly,

SOMETHING NEW
IN PUBLICITY

The picture shows a win-
dow of Flouseman's, well
known Grand Rapids de-
partment store, just before
the “Greac Lakes Invita-
tional” held in G. R. in
April.  This represents as
novel a piece of window dis-
plav as it does an unusual bir
of publicity for the Society.
In addition to the figures,
there was a large poster, (1ot shown j, naming the time,
place, quartets participatiag, etc.




DIRECTORY and ANNOUNCEMENTS

These pades are open only to memhers.
Write to Carroll P. Adams, 19220 Gains-
horouph Rowmd, Deereic 23, Michipan

J

GEORGIA

TATLANTA

K. H. (Dick)y STUORGES
Portraits - Landscapes - Dezitgns
Box 1288 Atlanta,

i ILLINOIS

Gra.

CHICAGO

THE ELASTIC FOUR

cord set FR.25

ROCA Vietor 5 re
Order from F. HO THORNE

B216 West Aiith Place

CHIcAGO 38, ILLINDIS

THIS FOUR HARMONIZERS
Nuational Chappions 1943

Ives
lLead Schwab
Tenor Sinclair
Bari Stein
Bass

WES GUNTZ

“"Societir's Greatest Listener”

SHIP's Care — CHICAGO

THE MISFITS
Nuwiher 1 en 1944 Conl
JOE-ART-PERK and PETE

ntiry o

“Fasy (o rewmembher hiui so
hoerd to Forget™
W. WELSH PIERCE
Ae “-J"I.U-Hr el Tmsura
Exeluaively
10 5, LaSalle St Franklin 7822|-

ROCK ISLAND

AL GREGG'S “GREYHOQUNDT
221 20th Street
Where Good Fellows and
Song Fellows Mest

MICHIGAN
GRAND RAFIDS

GRAND RAPIDS CHAPTER

: Mueeis at Pantlind Hotel

2nd and 4th Friday of Each Muonth
G, Marvin Brower, President
Hareld Hall, Viee-Prosidont
R. G. Carpenter, Scorctary

Hoeme of The
HARMONY HALLS

BROWER MEMORIALS

G. Marvin Brower, Prop.
Grand Rapids Holland Allegan
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Mreets 2nd Fri. of each month
ab the
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_OAKL.Q'\D COUMNTY
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Visitors

OAKLAND COUNTY CHAPTER
(AlicHIGAN No. §)
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Wait - Jack - Bill
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COsUTCE

HEADQUARTERS

Carew Tower

CHERRY 2211

G4t Tinion Commerce

1539 Guardian Bldg.

Collection Experts

RACINE

CLEVELAND

CLEVELAND CHAPTER
Meetz at Hotel
June Oth and CVers
nd PFriday thereafter
(|Iu||h [Mekinson, F’J«-'
George MacPherson, Treas.
.\la_vu:.l:i Graft, Sec.
tric Bldg. MAin 9900

THE

‘L| riey

=

FOREST CITY FOUR

(1948 Finelizts)
F'.1|| ar tlfl"}-' harmonizin® at Sales
Meetings Prize Tights, Weddings.
Baptizin Danees, Crap Games, Po-
litical ‘Ir-lin._'-', Bowling Alleyz, ete.
1539 Guardian Bldg CHerry 1203
THE LAMPLIGHTERS
Brown, Honeyeutt, Rowp and Karl
Singing the Sonpgs of Long Ago in true

Gny '00's  Barhershop Style.
GLEXVILLE G600
Lheae Mertin Unigne Serviees

Aszignmenls
CH 7230

Pramotional
Bldz.

CARROUL T. PALLERIN
CHERRY 1203

Editorial,

Frserasiee
AL "Mike Krnny” WOODS
Choampion Craw af Cleveluid
CHERRY 6328

WISCONSIN

RACINE CHAIMPER

Mestz the 2nd and dth Monday
Julius A, Krenzke, President

Fdwin J. Hah II Viece President
Vietor \‘\- lang, Treasurer

Arthur .

1308 Center St

Bowman, Secrafary

Pros. 6017-W

RESERVE
SPACE IN THESE
COLUMNS

FOR NEXT ISSUE

NOW!




ANNOUNCING
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Annual

BREAT = | AKES
INVITATIDNAL

April 7, 1945 Grand Rapids, Mich.

' The Best in Barber Shop Harmony—'The Nation’s Largest Audience,
‘ i, (5068 this year) Hospitality PLUS—An Entire Hotel at
Your Command—Glows, After Glows, After- After Glows.

MAKE THIS A “MUST” IN 1945 THANKS FOR COMING THIS YEAR







